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The Safari SUV premium touring lighttrack radial y, 
combines all the spunk and spirit of a light truck tire 4 
with the smooth, quiet ride of a premium touring 
tire. Go on. Get every mile you can out of life. A GOOD DEAL ON A GREAT TIRE® 
www.kelly-springfield.com 
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Panasonic invites you to experience 
the brilliance and clarity of High 
Definition Television. 


HDTV delivers eye-popping wide 
screen detail. Vibrant, liquid colors. 
And the bone-jarring impact of Dolby 
Digital’ surround sound. 


For more information on our 
complete line of HDTV Monitors2, 
visit us at www.panasonic.com. 


Or, stop by your local retailer and 
check out the magic of Panasonic 
HDTV for yourself. 


But be warned: you'll never be 
satisfied with regular TV again. 


For information call: 
1-800-211-PANA 
or www.panasonic.com/tv 
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Taking A Set Of 
With You Just Got Easier: 


Now you can replace a tool box full of wrenches with the three new 


VISE-GRIP* Locking Wrenches. These three portable and convenient 
wrenches are adjustable to cover wrench sizes from 
1/4” (7mm) to 1-1/8” (28mm), allowing them to do 


the job of over 50 standard and metric wrenches. And as 


Ce a if all that wasn’t enough, VISE-GRIP Locking Wrenches 
lock on three sides of a hex fastener, preventing slips, stripping and 


marring even with tremendous force applied. 


Jaws lock ~ 
onto three 


Look for the VISE-GRIP name 
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wherever you buy quality tools. 
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ne game from the 2000 season sticks 
yout in my mind. And not just 
because I was there. 

As I sat in the upper reaches of Adelphia 
Coliseum watching the Tennessee Titans sys- 
tematically and ruthlessly dismantle the New 
York Giants by a deceivingly tight score of 
28-14, I thought to myself: Whatever hap- 
pened to the Giants? This team is an embar- 
rassment to the memory of the ’86 and ’90 
Super Bowl champions, the teams of LT and 
Mark Bavaro, teams that defined toughness. 
How long can Jim Fassel possibly last in the 
New York fishbowl? 

Well, there's a first time for everything, 
and | was wrong — on a couple of counts. 
That Giants team would lose only twice 
more on the season to finish 12-4. Then 
they blitzed the Eagles and Vikings by a 
combined 61-10 to take the NFC Champi- 
onship — all on the strength of a brilliant 
Fassel guarantee that deflected all the pres- 
sure from the team and earned the coach a 


nice contract extension. 

In my defense, the team that responded so 
forcefully to Fassel’s ultimatum and played so 
well down the stretch was not the same team 
I saw. The team I saw could barely pick up a 
first down. 

One player in particular was glaring in his 
ineffectiveness on that day: rookie running 
back Ron Dayne. As I watched him stumble 
his way to minus-1 yard on three carries, | 
thought to myself: the Giants wasted a first- 
round pick on this guy? What, Refrigerator 
Perry wasn't available? Dayne looked heavy, 
slow and tentative, not at all like the runaway 
truck that terrorized the Big 10. 

Well, like the Giants, Dayne proved that 
it’s a long season. A few games later, Dayne 
and Tiki Barber had been dubbed “Thunder 
and Lightning” for their one-two running 
attack (we media types love those catchy, 
headline-friendly nicknames) and the Giants 
were on their way to an NFC Champi- 
onship. 

That's not to say that 
Dayne was a slam-dunk 
success as a first-round 
draft pick. He'll have to 
prove his worth over the 
long haul. 

That's what makes 
the draft so fascinating. 
As much as the Mel 
Kipers of the world try 
to quantify and analyze, 
the draft is a crap shoot. 
There have been a num- 
ber of No. 1 picks that, 
for a variety of reasons, 
didn’t pan out — in 
some cases, bringing 
great embarrassment to 
) the guilty coaches and 
executives. 

As we often do, we've 
gone out on a limb and 
identified our choices for 
the five biggest mistakes 
on a No. | overall pick 
in the draft since the 
NFL-AFL merger in 
1970. Read Gordon 
Forbes’ story on page 30 
to learn our selections. 
They may surprise you. 

Speaking of the draft, 


sh, one legendary first 
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round changed the way we look at draft 
choices. The Quarterback Class of 1983 has 
become the standard by which all quarter- 
back classes are measured, Heck, that group 
led to the invention of the term “Quarter- 
back Class.” The roster of names is impres- 
sive: John Elway, Dan Marino, Jim Kelly, 
Tony Eason, Ken O’Brien, Todd Blackledge. 

But it’s our contention that some compar- 
isons are in order. The 1998 and 1999 quar- 
terback classes are redefining the NFL. Of 
course, its too early to tell if the Peyton 
Mannings, Daunte Culpeppers and Dono- 
van McNabbs of the world will someday 
eclipse the 1983 class in our memories. But 
they're off to a fine start. Read Dave Ander- 
son’s analysis on page 34. 

While we were on the subject of the NFL 
Draft, we wondered what's happened 10 
years later to 1991's first-round draft picks. 
Some are still in the league, others have 
moved on to new professions, and still oth- 
ers have faded into anonymity. Read all 
about it on page 38. 

Of course, this magazine isn't all history. 
We're in the preview business, and as always, 
our team previews are as thorough and infor- 
mative as any on the market. 

We couldn't resist a few glances back at 
2000, though. You'll notice a new feature in 
our team previews: 2000 Revisited. We took 
an honest look at last year’s magazine, and 
for cach team we identified something we 
got right, and something that turned out to 
be less than accurate (those were harder to 
find, of course). Check out the Prophecy and 
the Lie from 2000 in your favorite team’s 
preview story. Another new feature of the 
team previews: We've spotlighted a player 
from each franchise's past under the heading 
of Back in the Day. Who would you like us 
to spotlight in future issues? Let us know. 

All this, plus some of our perennial fea- 
tures; Extra Points (a lighthearted look back) 
and 2001: An NFL Odd-yssey (an off-kilter 
look ahead), 

We want to know your choice for history's 
biggest draft mistake. Your comments on 
this and any other part of the magazine are 
encouraged. Write to us at editor@athlon- 
sports.com. 

Enoy the season. And if your team strug- 
gles in September, remember the Giants. 
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Given the standards for which Lexus is known, we simply couldn't relax when it came to our 
pre-owned vehicles. So, following tradition, each Certified Pre-Owned Lexus is backed by the 
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Extra Points 
Ray Lewis’ fairytale season, a flashlight outshines a star, 
a premature celebration, Quotes of the Year and more 
from a memorable 2000 season. 

by Scott Fowler 


2001: An NFL Odd-yssey 


Can Daniel Snyder co-exist with a head coach? Can Al 
Davis find someone new to sue? Is there a new bishop 
in Indianapolis? We gazed into our slightly cracked 


crystal ball to answer these intriguing questions. 
by Randy Horick 


Troy Aikman Tribute 


No 3,000-yard, 30-TD seasons for Aikman. Just wins. 


5 Big Mistakes 


There ne been numerous draft-day blunders with the 
No. | overall pick. We've found the five worst since '70. 


by Gordon Forbes 
QB Math 


Does ’99 or ’98 = '83? We compare some recent QB 
classes with the industry standard: The Class of '83. 


by Dave Anderson 
1991 Draft 


Whatever happened to Mike Croel? Randal “Thrill” 


Hill? Todd Marinovich? We catch up with 1991's first- 


round draft picks. 


Kyle Turle 


ie call him dirty. ¥, Q&A him dominant. Athlon sat 
down with the street-smart, rock-solid tackle of the 
New Orleans Saints. 


by Peter Finney 


Caponomics 101 


A layman's guide to the complex, confusing world of 
the NFL Salary Cap. 


HDTV 


How to enjoy games at home in the 21st Century. 
by John Kelley 


Marshall's Plan Working in St. Louis 


Inside the world of the NFL MVP. 


by Gordon Forbes 
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Here’s a new angle on TV. DynaFlat 


Introducing a line-up of new Tantus DynaFlat HDTV Monitors from Samsung. It's technol 

that's flattering to your customer's total home entertainment experience. Here's why: with — 
1080i HDTV scan rates, they deliver breathtaking visual performance. Even NTSC standard broadcasts and DVDs 
look better because they're converted to a flicker-free progressive scan 480p resolution. What's more, because each 
screen is perfectly flat, the picture is virtually free of reflections and distortions, making it flattering to your 
merchandising mix. And because digital TVs are the kind of innovations your customers are going to love, they're 
flattering to your bottom line. For more information about our 3 models: 27-inch, 32-inch and 30-inch wide 16:9 screen 
sizes, call us at 201-229-4238 or visit our website, www.samsungusa.com. We'd be flattered to hear from you. 


“Optional digital receiver/decoder sold separately. 


© 2001 Samsung Electronics Corp. 
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By Scott Fowler 


hey were ravenous and rowdy, a 
T ees made up of men who were 

barely known outside Baltimore before 
last season concluded. 

But the 2000 Baltimore Ravens ended up 
making a case for themselves as possibly the 
best defense in NFL history. Their 34-7 
Super Bowl XXXV rout of the New York 
Giants was a dominant performance, and 
would have been a shutout had the Ravens’ 
special teams not allowed the Giants to 
return a kickoff for a touchdown. 

Kerry Collins was the feel-good story prior 


12 


to the Super Bowl, having beaten the alcohol 
problem that plagued the early years of his 
career and engineered an unlikely surge by 
the Giants into the Super Bowl, But Collins 
had a miserable day against the Ravens’ fero- 
cious D. He threw four interceptions, and it 
appeared that if the game had continued for 
an entire week the Giants offense might still 
have been held scoreless. 

Here's hoping that the Super Bowl that 
ends this season has a little more zip to it — 
this one set a record with 21 combined 
punts. 


Illustrations by Bill Ross 


Ravens linebacker Ray Lewis was the 
Most Valuable Player of Super Bowl XXXV, 
completing an extraordinary 12 months. 
After the 34th Super Bowl in Adlanta, Lewis 
was arrested and later ordered to stand trial 
for a double murder. 

Lewis eventually pleaded guilty to a mis- 
demeanor charge of obstruction of justice in 
the Jan, 31, 2000, stabbing deaths of two 
men outside an Adanta nightclub after the 
Super Bowl. Lewis had to admit he initially 
lied to police, and the NFL fined him 
$250,000 last August. 

But Lewis totally resurrected his football 
career, becoming recognized as the best 

defensive player in the game on the best 
defense in the league (though the 
Titans might argue that 
point). He called his year 

a “fairytale,” and while 
some would disagree, it 

was hard to argue that 

he was worthy of Super 

Bowl MVP honors. 

Lewis helped terrorize 


Collins, deflecting 
four of the 11 passes the 
Ravens tipped. 


“He is to our team what 
John Elway was to the Broncos,” 
Ravens’ tight end Shannon Sharpe 

said after the game. 

Lewis says the Ravens have the “greatest 
defense of all time.” The best defenses, of 
course, continue their dominance over more 
than one season. That will be the challenge 
for Baltimore this year. 

But last year, Lewis and the Ravens were 
surprise champions, setting the overall tone 
for another wacky year in the NFL. Before 
we preview the 2001 season let's take one 
last, irreverent look back. 
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PARITY CLARITY 

We can see clearly now — the best teams 
must fall. 

It happens almost every year these days. 
There were six new division champions in 
2000, And that’s not extremely unusual. The 
AFC West and the NFC West have had all 
five of their teams win the division since 
1994. And there have been 22 division win- 
ners out of a possible 30 in the last five sea- 
sons. 

What does all that mean? Pete Rozelle's 
long-ago vision of parity truly works. And if 
youre trying to pick the six division winners 
for 2001, stay away from almost all of these 
2000 champs — Miami, Tennessee, Oak- 
land, the N.Y. Giants, Minnesota and New 
Orleans. 


eens ne AO 


Before the Tampa Bay-New York Jets 
game last season, Buccaneer receiver 
Keyshawn Johnson had some harsh words 
for his former team and particularly his for- 
mer receiving partner on the Jets, Wayne 
Chrebet. 

“You're trying to compare a flashlight to a 
star,” Johnson said. “Flashlights only last so 
long. A star is in the sky forever.” 

After Chrebet caught the winning TD 
pass against Tampa Bay, the Jets coach at the 
time, Al Groh, had an idea. The next time 
the Jets returned to their locker room they 
each had a flashlight with the Jets team logo 
on one side. 

Johnson, meanwhile, took heat for flip- 
ping his middle finger at a cameraman three 
days prior to the game. Perhaps this was 
actually a prediction of sorts: Johnson put up 
one digit that day to the TV camera, and 
ended up with one catch for one yard against 
the Jets. 


| GUARANTEE IT 

No, it wasn't quite Joe Namath guarantee- 
ing a win in Super Bowl II]. But Giants 
coach Jim Fassel’s midseason guarantee that 
his struggling team was bound for the post- 
season — “This team is going to the play- 
offs,” were the exact words — got about as 
much ink as Namath’s did. 

Fassel later amplified many times on the 
guarantee and how he expected to lead it, 
saying he was driving the bus, driving the 
train, raising the ante and riding the horse 
to the finish line. The guarantee did serve 
Fassel’s hidden purpose — taking the pres- 
sure off of his team and putting it all on his 
own shoulders so the players could be 
looser. 


THE MODESTY AWARD 

Shouldn't the annual glut of NFL postsea- 
son awards include one for modesty? 

If it did, count Washington cornerback 
Deion Sanders out of the running. Sanders 
issued one of the more memorable quotes of 
the year — prior to Washington going 8-8 
with a $100 million payroll and missing the 
playoffs entirely. 

Said Sanders about his longtime position 
of cornerback: “The position has changed. | 
think I had a lot to do with that. I don't 
know why they haven't even changed the 
name of the position yet. Instead of corner- 
back, they should just call it Deion. I’m seri- 
ous. Kids should say, ‘I want to play receiver. 
I want to play cornerback. I want to play 
Deion.” 


SHAKE SHAKE SHAKE 


Give San Francisco cornerback Ahmed 
Plummer credit last season for owning up to 
a play in which he almost seemed to tie him- 
self in knots while trying to guard St. Louis 
receiver Isaac Bruce. 

“He made about five fakes, and I was play- 
ing one of the fakes,” Plunimer said. 

The play resulted in a 78-yard touchdown 
pass for Bruce. 


FOURTH TIME’S THE CHARM 


Minnesota coach Dennis Green had a 
quarterback quandary last season. After try- 
ing unsuccessfully to lure Dan Marino to 
Minnesota and to bring back either Jeff 
George or Randall Cunningham, Green was 
forced to go with option No. 4: Daunte 
Culpepper. 

Culpepper made Green look very good, 
though, getting the Vikings to the NFC 
championship game in his first year as a 
starter. 
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TAKE THAT — NO, NOT REALLY... 


Pittsburgh receiver Plaxico Burress had a 
very tough rookie year (22 catches, no TDs, 
after being picked eighth overall in 2000). 
Perhaps his year was best personified by the 
following play: Burress made a nice sliding 
reception against Jacksonville, then quickly 
got up and spiked the ball. 

One problem: Burress didn't score on the 
play, nor had he been touched by a defen- 
sive player. Fuuummmble! The Jaguars’ 
Danny Clark picked up the ball and 
returned the fumble 44 yards for Jack- 


sonville. 


WORDS TO LIVE BY 


Some of our favorite quotes of the 2000 season: 


“T just drink Gatorade and wave to all the girls in the stands.” 
— New Orleans running back Ricky Williams, on what he does when he’ not in the game. 


“Perception is reality, but it may not be actuality. And you have got to be able to keep the dif- 
ference between that.” 
— Pittsburgh coach Bill Cowher, trying to explain, well, something. 


“I'm not sure anybody wants any of our guys.” 
— Arizona coach Vince Tobin, when asked about any interest in Cardinals players before the 
trading deadline. Tobin would later be fired in midseason. 


“I know how a woman in labor feels. They wait nine months and the baby will come. Boy, did 
that baby come. She was a big one.” 
— Washington cornerback Deion Sanders, whooping it up after making one of his few big plays 


of the season. 


“T just went to him, touched him on the arm and said, “Mr. Referee, that was pass interference.” 
— Minnesota bad-boy receiver Randy Moss, professing his innocence after an incident in October that caused his ejection from a game. 


“The way I feel is one of those beep words. I'll say the word if you want, but you'll have to beep it out.” 
— Then-Jets coach Al Groh after a 20-3 New York loss to Pittsburgh. 


“Tm not thin anywhere.” 
— Paunchy Philadelphia coach Andy Reid, when asked if an 
injury to Duce Staley left him thin at running back. 


“Go get another tee time.” 
— New York Giants’ coach Jim Fassel’s response to TV analyst 
Mike Ditka when Ditka said that the Giants were a “soft” team. 


“Any other team in the league, we would have lost.” 
— Tennessee safety Marcus Robertson after Tennessee had seven 
turnovers but still beat Cleveland, 24-10. 


“We ran two base plays all day. Hand off left, hand off right.” 
— Denver running back Mike Anderson after rushing for 251 
yards against New Orleans. 


“They took X-rays, and | was amazed to learn that under all that 
fat they saw some bone structure.” 

— New York Giants guard Glenn Parker after he sprained a hip 
muscle in a playoff game. 
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INSULT TO INJURY 

Carolina quarterback Steve Beuerlein was 
about to lose his third fumble of the game 
against New Orleans last November. He 
wanted desperately to recover it. 

But there was a slight problem. Beuerlein’s 
own right tackle, 295-pound Chris Terry, 
had lost his balance and fallen backward. 
Terry ended up sitting squarely on Beuer- 
lein's head, and had a hard time getting off 
until the Saints were in full celebration. 


BRAIN TO BRAIN 

If you're an Ivy Leaguer, you should 
remember the date of Dec. 3, 2000. That's 
when Buffalo's Marcellus Wiley (Columbia) 
sacked Miami's Jay Fiedler (Dartmouth). It 
marked the first time two Ivy Leaguers were 
involved in a sack together since 1984, 
That's when Buffalo's Joe Dufek (Yale) was 
sacked by Cincinnati's Reggie Williams 
(Dartmouth), 


No season-in-review story would be com- 
plete without a mention of NFL MVP Mar- 
shall Faulk. Although Faulk’s St. Louis team 
failed to come close to defending its title, it 
wasn't his fault. Faulk broke Emmitt Smith's 
TD record for a season with 26 — with 11 
of those TDs coming in Faulk’s final three 


games. 


Here are some of the more interesting numbers to surface from the 
2000 season: 


The magic number of victories to make the playoffs last season. 
For the first time since the NFL expanded to a 12-team playoff for- 
mat in 1990, all 12 of the teams entered the postseason with at least 
10 wins. 


Terrell Owens’ NFL-record number of catches against Chicago, 
breaking the record of 18 receptions set by the 
L.A. Rams’ Tom Fears in 1950. The record came 
in what was billed as Jerry Rice's final game in 
San Francisco, 


Number of consecutive quarters that the 
Ravens went without scoring a touchdown last 
season. And they still turned it around to win 
the Super Bowl. 


TDs Indianapolis running back Edgerrin 
James has scored in his first two seasons (an 
NEL record), 


Seconds. That's the amount of time it 
took for New York and Baltimore to combine 
for three TDs in the most scintillating seg- 
ment of an otherwise dull Super Bowl XXXYV. 
Two of the TDs were kickoff returns. 


Percent of local TV blackouts lifted in 
NFL markets due to sellouts 72 hours before 
kickoff — an all-time high, The league also set 
a record in the 2000 season when every game 
was sold out in time for the blackouts to be 
lifted on three different occasions. 


Points given up by Baltimore in the regu- 
lar season, a new low for a 16-game schedule. 


The measured temperature on the artifi- 
cial turf at Texas Stadium for the Cowboys- 
Eagles game Sept. 3. 


Amazing but true — John Elway is not in the top three in that cate- 
gory for Denver. Frerotte topped the record of Frank Tripucka, who 
had thrown for 447 yards in a 1962 game. 


Rushing yards for Philadelphia quarterback Donovan McN- 
abb, the fourth-highest total ever by an NFL quarterback. 


Until last season, that was the only time that league corner- 
stones Green Bay, Dallas and San Francisco all missed the postseason 
during the same year since the Cowboys joined the league in 1960. 


Never send a towelette to do a heavy-duty hand cleaner’s 
job. If it’s a greasy, grimy or otherwise nasty mess, count 
on Lava Heavy-Duty Hand Cleaner Towels, Pre-soaked 
with powerful cleaning agents, Lava Towels require no 
water to use and no rinsing afterwards. Available in 
convenient 10-packs and a jumbo 50-towel canister, 


Corey Dillon’s NFL-record rushing 
yardage total against Denver Oct. 22. It sur- 
passed Walter Payton’s former record of 275. 


Denver quarterback Gus Frerotte's 
team-record, single-game passing yardage total 
in a game against San Diego last season. 


Some of the extremes of the 2000 season: 


Best interception: New York Giants cor- 
nerback Jason Schorn’s remarkable, flipping 
interception and TD return against Philadel- 
phia in the playoffs. 


Best TV innovation: CBS’ Matrix-type 


camera angles in the Super Bowl — called 
EyeVision — were very cool, 


Best travelers: New Orleans was 7-1 on 
the road last season, leading to an NFC 
West title, But the Saints were only 3-5 at 
home, becoming the first team in NFL his- 
tory to have a losing record at home and still 


qualify for the playoffs. 


Best trend: For years, coaches atall levels of 
football insisted on turning almost every 
good black player who wanted to play QB 
into a cornerback or running back. That was 
nonsense, Obviously, blacks can play quar- 
terback. Of the final eight NFL playoff 
teams, four started black quarterbacks. 


Worst onside punt: Carolina punter Ken 
Walter was asked during one game to try a 
rare onside punt following a safety. Attempting 
to kick the ball the required 10 yards, Walter 
got a little too much into it — and kicked it 
52 yards. Needless to say, it didn’t work. 


Worst inflation: Oakland's Regan Upshaw 
was fined a paycheck — $29,412 in his case 
— for spitting on another player. Only three 
years before, Denver's Bill Romanowski was 
caught doing the same thing, but fined only 
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$7,500. That's nearly a 400 percent increase. 
Worst midseason vacation: Did St. Louis 


ever recover from the 10-day break coach 
Mike Martz gave his team in the middle of 
last season? The Rams were 5-0 before that, 
but finished the season only 10-6 and then 
lost in the first round of the playoffs. 


Worst NFL black eye: Former Carolina 


Panthers wide receiver Rae Carruth's trial for 


conspiring to kill Cherica Adams, the 
woman pregnant with his child, was tele- 
vised nationally for weeks, A judge sentenced 
Carruth, a former first-round draft pick out 
of Colorado, to at least 18 years and 11 
months in prison. 


Best season opening: Philadelphia 
showed it wasn't going to get kicked around 
nearly as often when it 
opened the season with a 
successful onside kick on 
the first play of the year, 
beginning a 41-14 disman- 
ting of Dallas. 


Best hitter: 
Denver fullback Howard 
Griffith has often likened 
his role in which he basi- 
cally looks for a linebacker 
to cream on each running 
play, as “running straight 
into your own garage door 
60 times.” Griffith does it 
better than anyone in the 
league. He has now led the 
way for five different 1,000- 
yard rushers since 1994. 


Best fashion statement: 


To announce to his team 


that he was lifting a ban on wearing bandan- 
nas, Seattle coach Mike Holmgren came into 
a team meeting with one wrapped around 


his head. 
Worst trade returns: Dallas gave 


Seattle nwo No. 1 draft picks for wide 
receiver Jocy Galloway, who finished his first 
season with the Cowboys with four catches 
after a season-ending knee injury on Open- 
ing Day, 


Best touchdown: We'll go with Dallas 

kicker Tim Seder’s score on a pitch 

from his holder against the Cincin- 

nati Bengals. Seder had been a gym 

teacher in Ashland, Ohio, until 

the Cowboys signed him as a 26- 
year-old rookie. 


Best kick: Chicago rookie 
kicker Paul Edinger nailed a 
54-yard field goal with 
two seconds left to 
knock Detroit out of the 
final playoff spot in the 
NFC. 


Worst December: ‘The 


Jets jumped out to a 4-0 start 
and were 6-1 and 9-4 at later points in the 
season, bur still managed to miss the play- 


offs. 


Worst @ jinx: On the play in 
which he gained his 1,000th yard, New 
Orleans running back Ricky Williams broke 
his ankle and was doomed to miss the final 
six games of the regular season. 


Worst comeback: After missing four 
straight games with turf toe, Carolina run- 
ning back Tshimanga Biakabutuka was 
finally back on the field for a late-season 
game against San Diego. He carried three 
times and lost 11 yards, Then he forgot 
where to line up on one play and was yanked 
from the lineup. 


Worst place to bring the family: Probably 


not a good idea to attend a game in Oakland 
if the guy selling them to you casually men- 
tions youre sitting in the “Black Hole” sec- 
tion. It should be noted that members of 
Oakland coach Jon Gruden’s family have sat 
in Oakland's answer to Cleveland's “Dawg 
Pound” and actually enjoyed it, however. 


Best airplane banner: Flying over Arrow- 
head Stadium in Kansas City last December 
was this gem: “Happy holidays from Roger 
the plumber.” 
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no Rogaine. You, 
however, have no such 
excuse. Rogaine is 
clinically proven to work 
directly on the scalp to 
help stop hair loss. 
Dermatologists know 
this. They recommend 
Rogaine more than any 
other treatment. So 

at the first sign of 
fallout, use something 
else you inherited 

from dad: Brains. 
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JUNE 21 


Al Davis’ lawsuit against the NFL, charg- 
ing that the league unfairly restricted his 
Raider team from remaining in Los Angeles, 
is thrown out by a federal judge. Also dis- 
missed as groundless are Davis’ contentions 
that the NFL unfairly allowed other teams to 
use black in their uniforms and approved a 
logo for the Tampa Bay Buccaneers that was 
too similar to Oakland's Raider. 


JUNE 22 

Davis files two new lawsuits against the 
NFL. 

One seeks to force the Baltimore Ravens 
to change their name, on the ground that it 
sounds too much like “Raiders.” 

The second would require the league to 
relocate the cross-bay San Francisco 49ers, 
whose presence, Davis alleges, encroaches on 
his franchise's territory. 


JULY 1 

Surprising observers who speculated that 
he might return to the NBA, Michael Jordan 
announces that he will seek to earn a spot as 
a defensive back with the Chicago Bears say- 
ing, “Football was my first love as a kid.” 


JULY & 


In an attempt to allay increasing concerns 
about the league's image, commissioner Paul 
Tagliabue announces several new rules 
designed, as he explains, “to sharpen the con- 
trast between the NFL and the XFL.” 

Along with the previously announced 
“no-doo-rag regulation,” smack-talking and 
sack dances after plays are outlawed. Players 
must hand the ball directly to the referee 
after scoring a touchdown, and all on-field 
participants will be required, like Taiwanese 
Little Leaguers, to salute the officials before 
the start of each game. 
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AUGUST 12 


With doo-rags prohibited, Cincin- 
nati’s Peter Warrick begins wearing a 
stocking on his head during games. 
“They're not specifically prohibited,” 
says Warrick’s agent, “And Peter says 
that, fashionwise, stockings are hipper 
anyway.” 


JULY 14 


Baltimore DT Tony Siragusa announces 
that he will begin a hunger strike in protest 
of the league’s new ban on trash talk and 
post-sack celebrations. “This ain't football,” 
he complains. “It's communism.” Mean- 
while, Al Davis sues the league, alleging that 
the new prohibitions “infringe on his fran- 
chise’s right to provide an entertaining game 
experience for fans,” 


JULY 15 
Siragusa ends his hunger strike after his 
weight drops from 360 to 357 pounds. “I 


AUGUST 10 


In return for helping Jack- 
sonville get under the league salary 
cap, Fred Taylor's renegotiated 
contract specifies that the Jags run- 
ner will receive a “refreshing facial 
sponge bath” after every offensive 
series. Other players around the 


NFL follow suit, including Ten- 


nessee’s Jevon Kearse, whose 
restructured deal provides him 
with nwo red phones — one con- 
nected to his agent and the other 
to his “psychic friend” — on the 
sidelines at all times. 
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made my point,” says the Goose, before 
ingesting three Porterhouse steaks and six 
hardboiled eggs. “Losing any more weight 
might have impaired my playing ability.” 


JULY 31 


After the NFL announces its much-awaited 
realignment plan, which leaves the old AFC 
West intact, Al Davis petitions a federal court 
to force the league to consider Davis’ counter- 
plan. Under the Oakland owner's scheme, his 
Raiders would play in a division that includes 
San Diego, Cincinnati, Cleveland and the 
expansion Houston Texans. 
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(The 12 oz. keg cans from Heineken. Hurry and pick them up.) 


Enjoy Heineken Responsibly 
www.heineken.com 
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AN NFL ODD-YSSEY 


2001 


AUGUST 13 


The morning after his team loses 21-17 in 
its first preseason game, Redskins owner 
Daniel Snyder fires new coach Marty Schot- 
tenheimer and replaces him with former 
Ohio State coach John Cooper. “What I saw 
out there last night wasn't Washington Red- 
skins football,” Snyder said in a press confer- 
ence announcing the change. “From the 
middle of the second quarter on, we played 
like a bunch of rookies.” 


In a coordinated group protest against the 
league's ban on doo-rags, all of the players in 
the Seattle-Carolina pregame conspicuously 
don the forbidden headdress, then leave the 
field. After several frantic phone calls, Com- 
missioner Paul Tagliabue agrees temporarily 
to hale the ban and open talks with the play- 
ers’ union. “We've made concessions on the 
salary cap and free agency,” explains Seattle's 
Ricky Watters afterward. “But some things 
you just can't compromise on.” 


SEPTEMBER 9 

Under the league's new no-taunting 
policy, Green Bay's Brett Favre is fined 
for insulting Detroit's Todd Lyght. 
Though witnesses discredit his story, 


Favre appeals, claiming that the 
allegedly provocative gesture was a 
response to a question about how close 
the Packers were to returning to the 
Super Bowl this season. 


Hoping to boost ratings for a Monday 
night preseason game, ABC pairs Minnesota 
governor and XFL commentator Jesse “The 
Mind” Ventura with Dennis Miller. The game 
sets a record for preseason viewership, but the 
evening is plagued by confusion. At one 
point, when Miller refers to the ‘Tigris and 
Euphrates Rivers, Ventura describes his love 
for Euphrates crackers. In the middle of the 
third quarter, ABC cuts away from the action 
temporarily after Miller, alluding to Ventura’s 
size, describes him as “Brobdingnagian,” and 
Ventura assaults Miller with a folding chair. 


OCTOBER 14 


Concerned about their state's reputa- 
tion, Titans fans display newspapers 


whenever CBS’ sideline cameras focus on 
them. “Our literacy rate is actually very 
high,” explains one Titan booster. “We 
think the world should know that.” 
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SEPTEMBER 9 

In a lackluster game featuring six 
turnovers and 300 yards in penalties, Wash- 
ington defeats San Diego 10-7 in the season 
opener. Hours later, Redskins owner Daniel 
Snyder fires coach John Cooper, who has 
held the job only three weeks, and replaces 
him with John McKay, who last coached in 
the NFL in 1984. 


In a gesture that team officials acknowl- 
edge is aimed at Commissioner Tagliabue, 
the Raiders take the field against the Jets in 
jerseys on which all the players’ names have 


been replaced with “He Hate Me.” 
SEPTEMBER 16 


After QB Jeff George leaves the game with 
a season-ending Achilles tendon injury, Ryan 
Leaf — whom Washington obtained on 
waivers from Tampa Bay — throws three TD 
passes to lead the Redskins over Arizona 
35-10. In the postgame press conference, 
new coach McKay 
announces his resigna- 
tion, citing conflicts 
with the team’s owner. 


SEPTEMBER 18 


Dan Snyder intro- 
duces legendary for- 
mer Redskin 
quarterback Sonny 
Jurgensen as Washing- 
ton’s new head coach. 


In his first start for the Bears, cornerback 
Michael Jordan not only holds Minnesota's 
Randy Moss without a catch, but he also 
outleaps the Vikings’ long-armed receiver to 
snag two interceptions. 

After the game, Jordan retires from the 
NEL, saying that he's “99 percent sure” that 
he will not return, 


OCTOBER 15 

After the previously undefeated Redskins 
lose 31-24 in Dallas, Daniel Snyder fires 
Sonny Jurgensen and names Ara Parseghian 
as his replacement. At the press conference 
introducing 
him as coach, 
Parseghian 
astonishes the 
media _ by 
| announcing 
his resigna- 
tion, citing a 
change of 
heart. 
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SEPTEMBER 16 

Pittsburgh's Jerome Bettis unveils an 
energy-saving technique for sucking 
water directly from bottles on the side- 
line. “Carrying the ball 25 times a game 
makes your arms tired,” Bettis explains. 
“Plus I keep winning bets with Coach 
Cowher. I must've taken $10,000 from 
him since training camp.” 
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OCTOBER 17 


Daniel Snyder accepts Deion Sanders’ 
offer to serve as player/interim coach for the 
coming week until a new head coach can be 
found. 


SEPTEMBER 23 

After scoring against the Giants, the 
Chiefs’ Tony Gonzalez unveils a new TD 
ritual, styled “The Grubworm,” that 
appears to fall outside the league's ban on 
end zone dances. Gonzalez explains that 
his new move is a “tribute” to defenders 


he’s left in the dust. Later that day, the 


NFL clarifies its policy by specifically 
banning “The Grubworm.” 


In his first official acts as Washington's 
player/coach, Sanders cancels practice, 
replaces the review of tape from the Dallas 
game with a screening of “Big Mama's 
House,” and fines injured quarterback Brad 
Johnson $100 for “being pork-chop ugly.” 


Pro FooTBaALL 2001 


Jerome Bettis.Tim Clark/Athion Sports; Brett Favre, Tim Clark/Athion Sports: Newspapers, Tim Clark/Athion Sports, Tony Gonzales, Peter Rrowitlet 


THIS SEASON, 


THE BEST PROTECTION WILL BE IN 


THE PARKING LOT. 


» Agana! Rest and Correson 
» Aganst Tempershct 
Extras 64° to 

Pi ed 


TGAL,{3,78L) 


WARNING: seta. 8 074s oF Sikes Ome 28 sk 10 Re maeaegs mg hare he 


Now the #1 name in antifreeze is teaming up with the #1 name in 
sports. the NFL. But that’s just the beginning. We're also introducing 
our E-Z pour jug with a “no splash” design. This allows an easier and 

cleaner pour without the use of a funnel. With all this, you better 

believe it’s going to be the season of the big yellow jug. 
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AN NFL ODD-YSSEY 


2001 


OCTOBER 21 

When test results reveal a drop in math scores for students in 
Green Bay, the community-minded Packers begin aligning players 
on the bench so their jersey numbers illustrate addition and sub- 


traction problems. “I wouldn't want to make a big deal of this,” 
confides one team official privately, “but this has been a good tuto- 


rial for some of our players, too. 


Daniel Snyder fires Deion Sanders as 
coach and replaces him with Brad Johnson. 


OCTOBER 21 


After all but two Redskins walk out of a 
team meeting in protest, owner Daniel Sny- 
der withdraws his offer of a coaching con- 
tract to ESPN commentator Beano Cook. 


OGTOBER 21 


Tampa Bay's Warren Sapp stuns the 
crowd — and is immediately nominated 
for an ESPY — when he displays a 40- 
inch vertical leap in attempting to sack 
Piusburgh’s Kordell Stewart, Afterward, 
Steelers coach Bill Cowher demands that 
Sapp be tested for “foreign substances.” 
For his part, Sapp maintains that his 
newfound leaping ability results from a 
pregame stretching regimen he learned in 
yoga classes. A Tampa newspaper colum- 


nist dubs Sapp “Son of Flubber.” 


OCTOBER 24 

As the new field bosses of the Wash- 
ington Redskins, former Houston coach 
Bum Phillips and former Buffalo coach 
Wade Phillips make NFL history when 
they become the first father-son co-head 
coaches. “I'd like to claim credit for this 
inspiration,” gushes Daniel Snyder in a 
press conference, “but President Bush 
was the one who called me with the 
idea.” 
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OCTOBER 29 

Keyshawn Johnson pays XFL player Rod 
Smart $25,000 for the rights to use Smart's 
football nickname, “He Hate Me,” on the 
back of his own jersey. Meanwhile, Johnson 


Kurt Warner throws for an NFL-record 
560 yards against San Francisco. The Rams 
lose 52-48 in a game that features 1,062 
yards through the air. 


sucs the Oakland Raiders, claim- 
ing only he can use that nick- 
name in the NFL. 


NOVEMBER 12 


In the first quarter of their 
game against the Titans in 
Nashville, Ravens coach Brian 
Billick and several Baltimore 
players have to be restrained 
when the scoreboard shows 
highlights of LB Ray Lewis 
musically accompanied — by 
“Mack the Knife.” Lewis, who 
charges the Tennessee sideline, is 
ejected from the game, which 
the Titans ultimately win 
17-10. The scoreboard operator 
is fired. Titans coach Jeff Fisher 
refuses Ravens owner Art Mod- 
ell’s demand for an apology and 
admission of responsibility, issu- 
ing only a statement that pro- 
fesses “sincere regret.” 


DECEMBER 16 


Cleveland’s Courtney Brown 
sports an orange mouthpiece and 
unintentionally launches a new 
sartorial trend, Copycats around 
the league begin accessorizing 
with mouthpieces color-coordi- 
nated with their uniforms. The 
commissioner's office announces 
that it will issue a mouthpiece 
policy after the Super Bowl. 


DECEMBER 17 


DECEMBER 16 
Washington's 
Bruce Smith is 
benched after suf- 
fering an apparent 
concussion against 
Philadelphia. Team 
trainers become 
worried when 
Smith holds up 10 
fingers after being 
asked what quarter 

the game was in. 

“I'm _ perfectly 
fine,” complains 
Smith, who wants 
to return to action. 
“I thought they 
were asking how 
many coaches 
weve had __ this 
year.” 


Ryan Leaf throws for 367 yards and four 
TDs as the 8-2 Redskins crush Denver 
38-9. “I just feel so at home here playing for 
Mr. Snyder,” says Leaf, who earlier in the 
week is rated No. 8 on Washingtonian Maga- 
zine’s list of “The Capital's Top 50 
Jerks,” finishing behind Snyder and 


teammate Jeff George. 


NOVEMBER 18 


Complaints over a mishandled coin 
toss in Pittsburgh — the third such 
muff during the season — lead Com- 
missioner Tagliabue to announce that 
next season the NFL will adopt the 
XFLs idea of allowing players to sprint 
40 yards to a ball to determine posses- 
sion at the start of games. 
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As they close in on a second straight NFC 
West division tide, several New Orleans Saints 
hire retired Bengal Harold “Ickey” Woods to 
teach them his signature touchdown dance, 
which they re-christen the “Ricky Shuffle” in 
honor of their team’s new 2,000-yard rusher. 


NOVEMBER 22 

The 
Matt 
Lions GM _ is caught 
attempting to impersonate 
a referee before Detroit's 


NFL _ suspends 
Millen after the 


Thanksgiving Day game 
against Green Bay. “The 
hat cam probably made it 
too obvious,” says a chas- 
tened Millen. 
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AN NFL ODD-YSSEY 


2001 


After scoring the winning 
TD against the Jets — and 
assuring the Colts of a play- 
off spot — Edgerrin James 


proclaims himself “Pope of 
Indianapolis” and begins 
wearing a blue bishop's mitre 
on the sidelines. 


Baltimore's Tony Siragusa announces his 
retirement so he can focus on marketing his 
new diet plan, 

“Basically,” he says of his Goose-on-the- 
Loose Diet, “you can eat and drink all you 
want of anything you want. It’s easy to follow 
and makes you feel good about yourself, 
since you never have to worry about losing 
weight. It sure works for me.” 


DECEMBER 30 

After the Colts race to a 31-0 lead over St. 
Louis, Peyton Manning throws passes off of 
only one leg for the remainder of the game — 
completing 11 of 16 down the stretch in a 
48-10 rout. “He wasn't trying to rub it in,” 
explains coach Jim Mora. “I told him before 
the game that he needed to strengthen his 
back leg, and Peyton is so unbelievably 
focused, he worked on it right away.” 


JANUARY 13 

The Buffalo Bills advance to the AFC 
championship with a 19-17 playoff win over 
Oakland, Late in the fourth quarter, with 
Buffalo trailing 17-16, the Raiders’ Greg 
Biekert picks up a mishandled side screen 
pass and races 80 yards to the Bills’ endzone. 
Following a replay challenge, however, offi- 
cials rule that the throw from QB Rob John- 
son was actually a forward pass and not a 
lateral, reversing the apparent TD, Moments 
later, as time expires, Steve Christie kicks the 
winning field goal for the Bills. 


JANUARY 14 


A federal court grants Al Davis’ request for 
an injunction barring Buffalo from playing 
in the AFC title game. The court orders a 
review of the NFLs replay cameras, which 
Davis alleges malfunctioned a day earlier, 
leading referees to rule incorrectly that the 
disputed lateral was actually a pass. 


JANUARY 16 


After agreeing to hear an unusual direct 
appeal, the U.S. Supreme Court overturns 
the lower court by a 5-4 vote, allowing Buf 
falo to advance in the playoffs. 
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JANUARY 20 

Warren Sapp sacks Ryan 
Leaf and returns a fumble 90 
yards to lead Tampa Bay over 
Washington in the NFC 
Championship game. Trent 
Dilfer, with the fifth-lowest 
pass-efficiency rating in the 
league, becomes the first QB 
in NBL history to lead two 
different teams to the Super Bowl in succes- 
sive seasons. 


JANUARY 21 


Redskins owner Dan Snyder fires Bum 
and Wade Phillips as co-head coaches and 
releases Leaf, who has the NFUs third-high- 
est QB efficiency rating. A coaching search 
led by consultant Pepper Rodgers identifies 
Darrell Royal, Chuck Noll, Don Coryell, 
Tommy Prothro, 
Bud Grant and 
YA. Tittle as 
leading — candi- 
dates. “I haven't 
talked to Bud in 
a while,” 
Rodgers says. “I 
think he's still 


with us.” 


JANUARY 28 


Al Davis sues 
CBS commentator Jerry Glanville — who 
habitually leaves tickets for Elvis Presley at the 
will-call window — after Davis unsuccessfully 
tries to claim Presley's seats at the Super Bowl. 


JANUARY 27 


The Titans’ Jevon Kearse raises eyebrows 
when he kisses an official in the third 
period of a game against Jacksonville. 
Explains Kearse afterward, “I was so grate- 
ful they finally called holding on Tony 
Boselli, I guess I just got carried away.” 


FEBRUARY 6 

Davis files a $100 million lawsuit against 
the Auckland Raiders of the New Zealand 
Rugby Federation, alleging that the franchise 
unfairly profits on his own team’s name. The 
New Zealanders countersue, arguing that 
their club has existed since 1937. “Those 
bloody blokes are the ones who pinched our 
name,” complains Auckland fullback Kent 


Sabler. 
FEBRUARY 18 


Marty Schottenheimer agrees to return as 
head coach of the Redskins 


A blizzard drops 14 inches of heavy, wet snow on the Detroit area, causing the roof of 
the Pontiac Silverdome to collapse just three hours before the Super Bowl. Cleanup efforts 
delay the start of the game until 8 p.m. Meanwhile, Las Vegas oddsmakers are thrown into 
a dither as betting shifts from the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, who always lose when the tem- 
perature is below freezing. As snow continues to fall into the Silverdome, Buffalo rallies for 
a late TD pass from Rob Johnson to Eric Moulds and wins 17-14. 
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Dallas’ Shining Star Hits the Dusty Trail 


He never had a 24-touchdown season. He was not 

mobile, rushing for only 1,016 yards in his career. 
He was not known for his comeback victories, posting 
just 16. 

All Aikman did was win. And win. And win. 

Aikman was the face of the Cowboys in the 1990s when 
they won three Super Bowls in four seasons. He finished his 
12-year career with only 32,942 passing yards and 165 
touchdowns. His best season came in 1992 when he threw 
for a career-best 3,445 yards and 23 touchdowns. 

Yet, Aikman will be remembered as one of the game's 
all-time greats. 

He was 105-75 (.583) as a starter, with an NFL- 
record 90 victories coming in the 1990s. No other quar- 
terback in any decade ever won more. He was 11-4 in 
the playoffs, including 3-0 in Super Bowl games. He is 
one of only three quarterbacks with three Super Bowl 
rings. Aikman’s four postseason 300-yard passing games 
are third in NFL history, 


T roy Aikman never threw for 4,000 yards in a season. 


Aikman, the No. 1 pick in the 1989 draft, was a six- 
time Pro Bowl selection. He was 
voted Most Valuable Player of 
Super Bowl XXVII in 1993. y 
Aikman isn’t likely to be C 
remembered for anything 
other than the rings on his \ | 
fingers. And with three of 
them, he wont 4 
soon be for- 
gotten. 
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“| knew in '89 he was our quarterback, Troy Aikman was going to be our 
quarterback all along. There wasn’t any question about that.” 
— Former Cowboys coach Jimmy Johnson, who drafted Aikman 


“Looking back on it, | should have never left the Cowboys. | enjoyed most 
of my fime in Washington, but | should have kept my butt right there in Dal- 
los. When you ore blessed enough in this business to work with o quarterbock 
like Troy Aikman, what you do is stay there ond ride out that roll. What a roll 
we could have continued to have.” 

— Former Cowboys offensive coordinator Norv Turner 


“Obviously, | wouldn’t be wearing one of these things (a Super Bow! ring) 
if it wosn't for Troy. | like to think of the Cowboys as o family, so when you lose 
one of the family members, it’s difficult, But ot the same time, realistically you 
have to do what you have to do. There is no question that Troy brings a pres- 
ence to the Cowboys as much off the field as on the field.” 

— Cowboys cooch Dave Campo 


“He mode terminally ill children have hope. He mode Cowboys fons have 
pride. And he made our football team o champion again. He showed why ath- 
letes can be heroes. He’s a cornerstone of this franchise and a treasure of this 
community. He’s ours 10 enjoy and be proud of forever.” 

— Cowboys owner Jerry Jones, who bought the team in 1989 


"Over the lost 12 years, when you think of the Dallas Cowboys, the 
first player you think of is Troy Aikman. He has been the Cowboys. 
He's corried the stor for the longest.” 

, — Cowboys strong safety Darren Woodson 
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“Doing his job is God's gift to him. He con throw the | 
ball. That's what made Troy Aikman, his ability to 
throw the crisp poss on the money ond give you a 
chance to catch the ball.” 

— Former Cowboys receiver James McKnight 


“He's in my top five all-time with Terry Bradshaw, Brett 
Favre, John Elway and Joe Montana in no certain order. All 
you have to say is he’s a Hall of Famer and he’s never lost o 


“If | wrote a book, this is not the way | 
would've written it. | would have liked to see us | 
walk off into the sunset together.” 

— Cowboys running back Emmitt Smith 
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hatever the reason, NFL teams 
have made some dreadful choices 
at the top of the draft. Years later, 


the same general managers and personnel 
directors, if they're still around, offer their 
weepy regrets: we couldn't (sob, sob) measure 
his heart. Or (sob, sob) his mind. Or (sob, 
sob) the size of his agent's palm. 

The five biggest mistakes at the top of the 
past 25 drafts weren't all busts. But they 
never delivered to their drafting teams what 
their figures and their general managers 
promised, The biggest mistakes: 

Linebacker Tom Cousincau, drafted by 
Buffalo in 1979. 

Quarterback John Elway, drafted by Balti- 
more in 1983. 

Halfback Bo Jackson, drafted by Tampa 
Bay in 1986, 

Linebacker Aundray Bruce, drafted by 
Atlanta in 1988. 

Defensive tackle Dan (Big Daddy) 
Wilkinson, drafted by Cincinnati in 1994, 

Cousineau and Jackson didn’t care for 
their new teams, Elway, a Californian, didn't 
know which he disliked more, the chilly East 
Coast climate, or feisty Colts owner Bob 
Irsay, Bruce and Wilkinson joined teams that 
had won three games and slipped to the level 
of their new teammates. 

The late Saints GM Jim Finks used to say 
that the NFL draft was a high-priced crap- 
shoot. Sure, but the top picks are scouted and 
re-scouted; timed, weighed and measured. 
But as the Bills, Colts and Bucs also found 
out, the top blue-chippers should be signed 
before draft day. To paraphrase Bill Parcells, if 
you're going to prepare the meal, you should 
have the groceries bagged and paid for. 
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THE BIGGEST BLUNDERS 


Tom Cousineau 

The foreign money was right (five years, 
$2 million in American cash). And ou-la-la, 
“there were the French-Canadian women 
and Canadian beer,” says Cousineau, who 


Cousineau: Buffalo Bills, 1979 


spurned the Buffalo Bills and jumped to the 
Montreal Alouettes after the 1979 draft. 
Bills Coach Chuck Knox and personnel 
director Norm Pollom spent a long and 
futile July night pleading with Cousineau's 
agent, Jimmy Walsh, But as Knox was later 
to say, money talks, and the Bills were virtu- 
ally silent. 
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Cousineau, who wore a diamond-earring 
at Ohio State and liked fast race cars, didn’t 
have the Canadian world by the handlebars 
for long. He lasted three drab seasons in 
Montreal, then invoked a contractual clause 
and jumped back to Buffalo, where he 
signed a $3.5 million pact. The Bills quickly 
traded him to the Cleveland Browns, where 
Cousineau moved into a 12-room lakeside 
mansion. 

In Cleveland, he was merely the third best 
linebacker on the defense, behind Chip 
Banks and Clay Matthews. Cousineau was 
haunted by rumors that he was gay, a claim 
he vehemently denied. “He's ready to 
become a great player,” gushed Coach Sam 
Rutigliano after Cousineau’s second year in 
Cleveland’s 3-4 base defense. But the next 
year, Rutigliano was gone. And two years 
after that, Cousineau was waived. 

He mopped up his career in San Francisco 
as a backup, retiring in 1987 after six NFL 
seasons. “He was a tremendous physical 
specimen,” recalled Knox. “He was big and 
strong and he had speed. But he never was 
the player everybody expected him to be. We 
drafted him, but we were not in a position to 
sign him.” 

The Bills’ mistake was not signing 
Cousineau before the draft. As it turned out, 
they got nwo exceptional players in the sec- 
ond round, nose tackle Fred Smerlas and 
linebacker Jim Haslett. “Football affords me 
the luxury of time,” once said Tom 
Cousineau. “I have the opportunity to 
explore a lot of different things. I'm not a 9- 
to-5 guy but a 6 a.m.-to-11 p.m. guy if 
something fascinates me.” He was never a 
great | p.m.-to-4 p.m. guy, either. 
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Bo Jackson 


Bo was an athletic phenom. He weighed 
222 pounds, with muscular, 26-inch thighs 
and strapping shoulders, and he could cover 
40 yards in 4.12 seconds. 

Bo Jackson was everybody’s top pick in the 
1986 NFL draft. Bur at Auburn, he also hit 
a baseball with power, as well as dunked a 
basketball and high jumped 6'10". And even 
though Bo vowed to wait until the June base- 
ball draft before turning pro, the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers made him the top choice seconds 
after the draft opened. 

As it turned out, Jackson never played a 
down for the lowly Bucs, who offered him a 
record $7.6 million contract. Instead, he 
took far less money to play the outfield for 
the Kansas City Royals. 

Former Bucs coach Leeman Bennett says 
tight-fisted owner Hugh Culverhouse 
promised he would sign Jackson. “We flew to 
Alabama and he said, “Leeman, don't worry, 
I'll sign him.” So we drafted him. A year later, 
I got fired. He was strong and fast. He could 
run over people, or run around people.” 

Later, Jackson couldn't resist a chance to 
play for Al Davis. Accordingly, Bo became a 
two-sport superstar, banging homers for the 
Royals and defenders for the Los Angeles 
Raiders as a part-time running back. Davis 
gained his rights by drafting Jackson as a sev- 
enth-rounder in 1987. 


Elway: Baltimore Colts, 1983 


Jackson played parts of four seasons for 
the Raiders. He frequently broke long runs, 
gaining 2,782 yards playing the equivalent of 
two full years. Yet, he never achieved true 
greatness in cither sport. He dazzled TV 
viewers as a Raider, but started only 23 
games. Old-time baseball scouts are left to 
ponder what might have been if Jackson had 
not been plagued by injuries. 

“He could have an effect on baseball like 
Mickey Mantle, or Willie Mays, and he's 
bigger and faster than either of them,” once 
said Larry Himes, director of scouting for 
the California Angels. Both sports will 
always remember Jackson, who was “mean as 
a wild boar,” according to his friends, and 
thus the nickname, shortened to Bo. 

In retrospect, Jackson should have stuck 
with pro football. Indeed, Bo toasted the 
league at a pre-draft dinner in New York. Yet, 
he was concerned over knee injuries, the 
main reason he turned to baseball. The Roy- 
als’ deal was worth only $1.066 million, with 
a modest $100,000 signing bonus. The Bucs’ 
offer was almost seven times as much. But 
the only figure Bo Jackson saw was 102, the 
number of games lost by the Bucs in their 
first 10 years. 


lohn Elway 

The options were almost endless, Elway 
could have played quarterback for the Balti- 
more Colts, who owned the top pick in the 
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Jackson: Tampa Bay Buccaneers, 1986 


1983 draft. Or the Oakland Raiders, San 
Diego Chargers, Dallas Cowboys, Seattle 
Seahawks, all of whom were eager to deal for 
his powerful arm before the 1983 draft. 

If he had chosen a baseball career, Elway 
might have become a New York Yankee out- 
fielder, “I see a lot of Mickey Mantle in 
him,” said Yankees owner George Steinbren- 
ner. But the Yankees never had a chance, 
despite a clever leverage game played in the 
media by agent Marvin Demoff. 

As it turned out, neither did the Colts. On 
a night when he became loud and spirited by 
drinks and a sense of power, owner Robert 
Irsay blurted out details of an Elway trade. 
Irsay had become angry at the city (he 
moved the Colts the next year); at Elway for 
criticism of his team; and at the suspicious 
Baltimore press. 

Coach Frank Kush had wanted two firsts 
and two seconds for Elway. General Manager 
Ernie Accorsi had wanted three firsts and 
two seconds. Irsay, however, plunged ahead 
on his own terms. After rejecting a Raider 
offer of three first-round picks in successive 
drafts, Irsay cut his own deal with Denver. It 
left Kush and Accorsi humiliated. 

Eventually, Irsay’s Elway deal became the 
worst decision ever made by the Colts orga- 
nization. In exchange for a Hall of Fame 
quarterback who won two Super Bowls and 
produced 47 game-winning drives, the Colts 
got Chris Hinton, a Pro Bowl guard, backu 
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quarterback Mark Herrmann, who threw 
two touchdown passes in five seasons, and a 
first-round pick, journeyman guard Ron 
Solt. The Raiders were very much in the 
hunt the night before the draft but couldn't 
collect another No. 1 pick from Chicago to 
pull it off. To this day, owner Al Davis swears 
his deal was scuttled by the league office. 

Accorsi later said the Colts should have 
shown more patience. “I covered minor 
league baseball when I was a sportswriter,” he 
once said. “Elway wasn't going to give up a 
chance at the Hall of Fame to play in Greens- 
boro, North Carolina, which is exactly where 
he would have been sent. If we'd have been 
patient, we could have signed him.” 

Accorsi’s plan was to deal with the Raiders 
for three first-round picks. And if that swap 
failed, as it did, then “pick Elway and stay 
with it the whole way,” as he later said. Bob 
Irsay threw it all away. As the old saying goes, 
a little knowledge and too many drinks are 
dangerous, 


Bruce 

In 1988, it was defense all the way for the 
lowly Adlanta Falcons. They were coached by 
Marion Campbell, an old defensive wizard. 
They had given up 436 points in 1987, a 
strike year. 

“So they went for Aundray Bruce,” 
recalled Ken Herock, then the Falcons’ col- 
lege personnel director, “Why didn’t it work 
out? He was probably half-way between a 
linebacker and defensive end, a nveener. He 
never turned out to be as physical as we envi- 
sioned him to be.” 


Bruce: Atlanta Falcons, 1988 
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Campbell saw a rookie so tough that he 
nicknamed Bruce “Big Knocker” in training 
camp. Linebackers coach Chris Clausen saw 
something else. 

“Aundray Bruce was a great athlete,” says 
Clausen, “But he did not have a burning 
desire to play pro football. As a coach, I real- 
ized three weeks into camp that he wasn't a 
great player. If he had been a low-round draft 
choice, he would have been cut by the third 
week. He wouldn't have lasted a third of a 
day in Dick Vermeil’s camp. 

“Another thing, he wasnt willing to work 
at the football part of it. Not only the physi- 
cal part, but learning coverages, what his 
assignments were. It wasn't that he was too 
dumb, but he didn’t think there was a reason 
for it. The older players had to carry him.” 


Clausen remembers watching Auburn + 
game films. “Aundray’s backup probably < 


played one-third of the time. I learned that 
they used him to threaten Aundray.” 

Bruce was an impact player at Auburn, fly- 
ing past blockers with his 4.58 speed. In a 
game against Georgia Tech, Bruce brought 
back memories of the king of linebackers, 
Lawrence Taylor. “Aundray had a magnificent 
game, about as good a game as you could 
have,” says Clausen. “You could tell he was a 
brilliant athlete, with big-play potential.” 

Yet he emerged as the undisputed flop of a 
bust draft for defensive players. The class also 
included linebacker Clifford Charlton, safety 
Rickey Dixon, nose tackle Ted Gregory, 
defensive end Eric Kumerow (another 
tweener) and defensive end Aaron Jones. 

Bruce played four years for the Falcons and 
drifted to the Oakland Raiders as a backup. 


Don (Big Daddy) Wilkinson 

Over the years, the Cincinnati Bengals 
have drafted some big names that never quite 
worked out: Jack Thompson, Jason Buck, 
David Verser, David Klingler, Billy Brooks, 
Ki-Jana Carter, Archie Griffin and so on. 

But none as big and as disappointing as 
Dan (Big Daddy) Wilkinson. Indeed, 
Wilkinson isn't even the best of the Big Dad- 
dys to ever play the game. That honor 
belongs to Carl (Big Daddy) Hairston, a sev- 
enth-rounder who played 15 seasons and 
could have taught Wilkinson a lot about fin- 
ishing plays. 

Wilkinson was the top pick on every- 
body's 1994 mock draft. He was a court- 
house-sized 327-pounder with explosive 
quickness who could cover 40 yards in under 
five seconds. The Bengals, who owned the 
first choice after a dreadful 3-13 record in 
1993, hadnt been so giddy about a pick 
since they drafted Hall of Fame tackle 
Anthony Mufioz. 
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Wilkinson: Cincinnati Bengals, 1994 


After four years, Wilkinson was gone, 
swapped to the fat-cat Washington Redskins, 
who were trying to reach the Super Bowl by 
buying players. “That was a strange thing 
here,” says Bengals president Mike Brown. 
“He had been a target of the local media. His 
personal life and all that went on there. They 
were very, very critical of him. His life was on 
the front pages, and he reacted by criticizing 
the media.” 

Big Daddy had had enough of the Cincin- 
nati scene, the continual losses and changing 
defenses. He asked Brown for a trade and got 
it when the Bengals refused to match the 
Redskins’ offer sheet. 

“He wasnt mad at the organization,” says 
Brown. “He just didn’t want to stay here any 
longer.” 

Wilkinson piled up 25 sacks for the Ben- 
gals. But he lacked lateral quickness and was 
often worn down late in games. 

“He was extremely powerful and very 
quick,” says Brown. “He's a starting player 
with Washington, and he seems to be play- 
ing fairly well. Is he the reincarnation of 
King Kong? I guess not. But who is?” 
(Maybe Warren Sapp on his best Sunday.) 

After seven seasons, Dan Wilkinson has 
become a useful tackle. Out of that trade, the 
Bengals added middle linebacker Brian Sim- 
mons and guard Mike Goff, both useful 
starters. 

Yet, when you look back on that 1994 
draft, the Bengals expected Big Daddy 
Wilkinson to dominate games and restore 
pride to a battered defense. 

As it turned out, Wilkinson couldn't even 
handle the jeers of the local critics. 
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class.” After Dan Marino, John Elway, 

Jim Kelly, Tony Eason and Ken 
O'Brien were selected in the first round of 
the 1983 draft, their success lumped them 
together forever like no other class of quar- 
tetbacks in NFL history. 

Over his 17 seasons with the Dolphins, 
Marino set the NFL career passing records 
for touchdowns, yardage and completions. 

In his 16 seasons, Elway, who made the 
last-minute comeback an art form, guided 
the Broncos to five Super Bowls, winning 
twice. 

Kelly, who joined the Bills in 1986 after 
three seasons with the Houston Gamblers of 
the United States Football League, is the 
only quarterback to lead his team to four 
consecutive Super Bowls. 

Eason helped the Patriots get to a Super 
Bowl. O'Brien ranks second to Joe Namath 
in several Jets club passing records. 


T=: created the phrase “quarterback 
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No other group of quarterbacks from the 
same draft has ever accomplished so much. 
But some young gunslingers have historians 
wondering if that "83 class can be matched, 
if not surpassed. 

‘Two of the young quarterbacks’ campaign 
slogans are already defined. Daunte Culpep- 
per is described as “the biggest, strongest, 
fastest quarterback ever.” Donovan McNabb 
is considered “the wave of the future” 
because “he can do it all.” It’s as if they are 
running (and passing) for class president — 
the quarterback class of 1999. 

That 1999 draft produced six other quar- 
terbacks with the time and the talent to 
emerge as presidential candidates: Tim 
Couch, Cade McNown, Akili Smith, Shaun 
King, Aaron Brooks and Anthony Wright. 

And don't forget the quarterback class 
from the 1998 draft: Peyton Manning, Brian 
Griese, Charlie Batch, Matt Hasselbeck and 
maybe Ryan Leaf if he can ever turn his 
potential into performance. 

Culpepper and McNabb are the new 
breed — passers who, when no receiver is 
open, will run for yardage. McNabb hurried 
for 629 yards, a 7.3 average, the NFC's best 
last season. Culpepper barreled for 470 
yards, a 5.3 average. But in the years to 
come, Manning, who passed for 4,413 yards 
and 33 touchdowns last season, figures to 
put up the most dazzling numbers. In his 
three seasons, he has already thrown 85 
touchdown passes. 

“Marino made a quick impact,” says Ted 
Cottrell, the Jets’ defensive coordinator. 
“Manning's going to take Marino's spot.” 

Of all the young guns, Culpepper sounds 
as if he has the most confidence, or at least 
the most ambition. 

“I want to be the best ever,” the Vikings 
quarterback says. “I don’t want to be just 
somebody who played the game.” 

Culpepper, who collaborated with wide 
receiver Randy Moss on 15 of his 33 touch- 
down passes last season, has even looked 
ahead to what he hopes people will be saying 
when his career is completed. 


By Dave Anderson 


7“ 


e 


Dan Marino 


“I want them to say, ‘Culpepper and 
Moss,” he says, “just like they now say 
“Montana and Rice.” 

What would be even more impressive 
would be for people to say, “Young and Rice” 
or “Marino and Clayton.” Joe Montana 
threw 55 touchdowns to Jerry Rice in their 
years with the 49ers, but Steve Young and 
Rice hold the NFL quarterback-to-receiver 
record with 85 touchdowns. Marino and 
wide receiver Mark Clayton teamed up for 
79 touchdowns. 

For Culpepper to be considered “the best 
ever,” he needs to break some of Marino's 
records or earn several Super Bowl rings 
(Montana and Terry Bradshaw both have 
four, Troy Aikman three). 

Marino's regular-season NFL career 
records resemble towering monuments: 420 
touchdown passes (including a record 48 in 
the 1984 season), 61,361 yards, 4,967 com- 
pletions. In the postseason, he completed 
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The QB Class of '83, which featured Dan Marino and (from left) John Elway, Jim Kelly, Tony Eason and Ken O’Brien, 
played in 11 Super Bowls, but won just two, both by Elway. 


385 for 4,510 yards and 32 touchdowns. 

“With Dan,” says Don Shula, his Dolphin 
coach for 13 seasons, “you never felt you 
were out of a game.” 

Shula learned that in Marino's rookie sea- 
son, Asa hard rain fell on Memorial Stadium 
in Baltimore before his third start, Marino 
was sitting with Shula when the coach 
pointed to a few plays listed on the game 
plan. 

“We wont use these plays now,” Shula said. 

“How come?” the rookie quarterback asked. 

“It’s raining too hard,” the coach said. 

“That doesn’t make any difference,” 
Marino said. 

It didn’t. Despite the rain, Marino com- 
pleted 1 1-of-18 passes for 157 yards and two 
touchdowns in a 21-7 victory. In his second 
season, his 48 touchdown passes put the 
Dolphins into Super Bowl XIX, but Mon- 
tana and the 49ers prevailed, 38-16. Since 
Marino never returned to the Super Bowl, 
the absence of a championship ring is the 
biggest — maybe the only — disappoint- 


ment of his career. 

Oddly enough, Culpepper'’s sudden suc- 
cess last season developed after Marino 
turned down an offer from Denny Green, 
the Vikings coach, to play one more year. 
Marino was tempted, but decided to retire. 
Had he joined the Vikings, Culpepper 
would probably have been a backup instead 
of completing 297 passes for 3,937 yards and 
those 33 touchdowns that shared the NFL 
lead with Manning. 

Marino and Elway are assured of being 
voted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame on 
the first ballot when they are eligible in 2005. 

“The thing that impressed me about 
John,” says Mike Shanahan, his coach in two 
Super Bowl triumphs, “was his poise, his per- 
formance under pressure.” 

Another member of that '83 quarterback 
class, Gary Kubiak, was Elway’s early backup 
with the Broncos and for five seasons his 
offensive coordinator. 

“John was the greatest improviser ever to 
play the game,” Kubiak says. “As a coach, 


you draw up all these plays that look good on 
paper, but in all honesty, five or ten of them 
never go the way they're planned. At that 
time an athlete takes over. And when it was 
time to take over, John was the greatest ever 
to do that.” 

Elway’s career numbers included 4,123 
completions for 51,475 yards and 300 touch- 
downs in the regular season, 355 completions 
for 4,964 yards and 27 touchdowns in the 
postseason. But arguably his most remarkable 
number was 47 — his record number of 
fourth-quarter comeback drives (Marino had 
35, Montana 31, Kelly 23). 

Kelly's Hall of Fame credentials will be 
questioned by some members of the 35-man 
selection committee because of the Bills’ four 
Super Bowl losses. But if that committee 
voted for Marv Levy, the coach of those four 
Bills teams, chances are they will vote for 
Kelly, if not the first year he’s on the ballot, 
then eventually. 

“When I walked in here,” Levy said, allud- 


ing to becoming the Bills coach in 1987, “I 


The '99 Class, with Daunte Culpepper and (from left) Tim Couch, Donovan McNabb, Aaron Brooks and Shaun King 
combined to start seven playoff games last season. 
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knew we at least had a great quarterback in 
Kelly and a great defensive talent in Bruce 
Smith.” 

Smith, now with the Redskins after all those 
years of terrorizing quarterbacks for the Bills, 
will be a Hall of Famer eventually. And when 
Kelly joins Marino and Elway in Canton (or 
they join him; he’s eligible next year), it will be 
the first time that three quarterbacks from the 
same class have been enshrined there. 

In the 1983 draft, Elway was the No. 1 
choice (by the Baltimore Colts before he was 
traded to the Broncos), Todd Blackledge was 
No. 7 by the Chiefs, Kelly was No. 14 by the 
Bills, Eason was No. 15 by the Patriots, 
O'Brien was No. 24 by the Jets and Marino, 


Playoff 
1983 Record 
Dan Marino 
John Elway 
Jim Kelly 
Ken O'Brien 


Tony Eason 


Yards 
61,361 
51,475 
35,467 
25,094 


1993 


to the everlasting shame of all the teams that 
ignored him, was No. 27. 

To put the 1983 group in perspective, of 
the 21 Hall of Fame quarterbacks, the most 
from any one class has been two — Sonny 
Jurgensen and Len Dawson in 1957, Norm 
Van Brocklin and George Blanda in 1949, 
Bobby Layne and Y.A. Title in 1948, Sammy 
Baugh and Clarence (Ace) Parker in 1937. 

Of those eight, only Baugh surfaced 
quickly as a star, helping the Redskins win 
the NFL title as a rookie. Baugh was also the 
only one of those eight to remain with the 
same team throughout his career. The others 
moved around the NFL as they struggled to 
develop or to find an opportunity — a 
reminder that Couch, McNown, Smith, 
King and Brooks still have time to establish 
themselves, perhaps with a better team, like 
Tittle, Dawson and Blanda did. 

Tittle joined the Baltimore Colts of the 
old All-America Football Conference in 
1948. Two years later, the NFL absorbed 
three AAFC teams (Cleveland, San Francisco 
and Baltimore), but when the Colts folded 
after the 1951 season, he moved to the 49ers 
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for a decade, then to the Giants. 

Dawson and Blanda were ignored by the 
NEL, then bloomed in the old American 
Football League. 

Dawson, a little-used backup with the 
Steelers and the Browns for five seasons, 
jumped in 1962 to the AFL's Dallas Texans, 
now the Kansas City Chiefs. He led the 
Chiefs to ewo Super Bowls, including their 
Super Bowl IV victory. 

Blanda, frustrated with the Bears, jumped 
to the Houston Oilers in 1960 and set sev- 
eral AFL passing records. Traded to the 
Raiders in 1967, he endured as a backup and 
a field-goal kicker through the 1975 season 


when he was 47. 


REGULAR SEASON 


1998 
Charlie Batch 


TDs 


Playoff 
Record 


the Calgary Stampeders of the Canadian 
Football League and passed for more than 
16,000 yards in five seasons before joining the 
49ers in 1999. Last season he threw 31 touch- 
downs, led the NFC in passing yardage with 
4,278 and made the Pro Bowl. 

“I feel an extra purpose to prove people 
wrong, to make them regret not giving me 
that opportunity seven years ago,” Garcia 
says. “I'm not holding what happened to me 
against any certain individuals. Just the sys- 
tem. I'm where I am now because of the 
doubters. They drive me.” 

Trent Dilfer is another strange story from 
the 1994 quarterback class. He was the No. 1 
choice among quarterbacks, but the Bucca- 


REGULAR SEASON 
Yards Rating 


Matt Hasselbeck ....0-0 


Peyton Manning 
Brian Griese 
Ryan Leaf 


1999 
Akili Smith 
Tim Couch 


Donovan McNabb ....1-1 


Cade McNown 


Aaron Brooks .......... 1-1 
Daunte Culpepper....4-1 


Shaun King 


Of the more recent classes, 1979 will have 
two Hall of Famers if Phil Simms ever joins 
Joe Montana there. Of the other classes, 
1993 has four potential candidates in Drew 
Bledsoe, Mark Brunell, Elvis Grbac and 
Trent Green, 

Kurt Warner and Jeff Garcia give 1994 a 
chance for two roundabout journeys to Can- 
ton as NFL dropouts. Warner, undrafted out 
of Northern Iowa, was cut by the Packers, 
then played for the lowa Barnstormers in the 
Arena Football League and the Amsterdam 
Admirals of NFL Europe before the Rams 
signed him as a backup in 1998. 

When Trent Green went down with a knee 
injury in training camp in 1999, Warner took 
the Rams to their tingling Super Bowl victory, 
23-16, over the Tennessee Titans, 

“Warner's accuracy reminds me of Joe 
Montana,” Fox television analyst John Mad- 
den said early in the 2000 season. “His 
toughness reminds me of Bobby Layne.” 

Garcia, despite setting the San Jose State 
career record for total offense, was undrafted 
and uninvited to any NFL taining camp. Too 


short at 6'L", too slight at 195. He signed with 
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neers released him after the 1999 season. 
Signed by the Ravens, he was let go after he 
helped them rout the Giants, 34-7, in Super 
Bowl XXXV. Suddenly a winning Super 
Bowl quarterback was unwanted for weeks 
while the Ravens signed Grbac and other 
teams signed other quarterbacks. 

OF the 1995 class, Kerry Collins of the 
Giants and Steve McNair of the Titans took 
their teams to the last nwo Super Bowls, but 
lost. All those 1983 quarterbacks can relate to 
that. Marino’ team lost in his only Super Bowl 
appearance. Elway’s teams lost three Super 
Bowls before winning their last two. Kelly's 
teams lost four Super Bowls, Eason's team lost 
a Super Bowl. O'Brien's team never got there. 

Even though those 1983 quarterbacks won 
only two of their eleven Super Bowl chances, 
they remain by far the best class — the class 
that is inspiring Culpepper, McNabb and all 
the other young guns out there. 

To match the 1983 group featuring 
Marino, Elway and Kelly, the 1999 class or 
any of the other recent classes must produce 
three Hall of Fame quarterbacks. Even one 
or two wont do. 
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Compiled by Roger Randles 


COLLEGE 


Russell Maryland DT Miami Dallas 


Career: Dallas, ’91-'95; Oakland, 96-99; Green Bay, ’00-present. Key performer in Cowboys’ three 1990s Super Bowl wins, selected 
for Pro Bowl in "93. Started 16 games each season for Raiders in "96, '97 and "99. Signed with Packers as unrestricted free agent in 
2000. Now: Will be Packers’ starting nose tackle in 2001. 


Eric Turner DB UCLA Cleveland 
Career: Cleveland, '91-'95; Baltimore, '96; Oakland '97-99. Fan favorite and team leader with Browns until franchise was moved 
to Baltimore and renamed Ravens in "96. Had career-high nine interceptions with Cleveland in ‘94. Now: Died in May, 2000 of 
intestinal cancer. He was 31. 


Bruce Pickens DB Nebraska Atlanta 


Career: Atlanta, 91-93; Oakland, '95. Career spanned 48 games, Had disappointing rookie season (7 tackles in 7 games) after sign- 
ing late (Oct. 4, 1991). Now: Whereabouts unknown 


Mike Croel LB Nebraska Denver 
Career: Denver, 91-94; New York Giants, ‘95; Baltimore, "96; World League, 97; Seattle, "98. NFL Defensive Rookie of the Year, 
10 sacks in 13 games, Giants, 16 games, 1 sack. Ravens, 16 games, 1 interception, 3 sacks, 102-game career totals; 2 interceptions, 
24 sacks. Now: Artist, living in California. Listed on Los Angeles Xtreme (XFL) 2001 roster. 


Todd Lyght DB Notre Dame L.A. Rams 


Career: Los Angeles/St. Louis Rams, "91-00. Had career-best 6 interceptions and was Pro Bowl selection in ‘00. Now: Became 
unrestricted free agent after 2000 season and signed a 2-year contract with Detroit Lions 4-12-2001. 


Eric Swann DT None Arizona 
Career: Arizona, '91-'99; Carolina, ‘00. Started slowly after being drafted out of high school. Had career-high 8.5 sacks in "95, and 
was selected for Pro Bowl in both '95 and "96, Slowed by injuries in '98-'99. Started 3 games for Panthers in 2000. Now: Recently 
announced his retirement. 


Charles McRae T Tennessee Tampa Bay 
Career: Tampa Bay, '91-'95; Oakland, ’96. Started 38 of 71 games with Buccaneers. Played in 13 games for the Raiders in 96. Now: 
Internet entreprencur, computer engineer in Knoxville, Tennessee area. 


Antone Davis T Tennessee Philadelphia 
Career: Philadelphia, ‘91-95; Adanta, 96-97, Now: Self-employed sports agent in Clermont, Florida, (Spectrum Sports Manage- 
ment) 


Stanley Richard DB Texas San Diego 


Career: San Diego, 91-94; Washington, '95-'98. Played in 61 total games for Chargers, intercepting 10 passes. Led Redskins in ’97 
with career-high 181 tackles. Now: Retired, living in Texas. 


Herman Moore WR Virginia Detroit 
Career: Detroit, '91-present. Enters 2001 season as Lions’ all-time leader in receptions (666), receiving yards (9,098), and touch- 
downs (62). Four-time Pro Bowler. 15th on NFL all-time receiving list. One of only two players (Jerry Rice, ’94-96) in NFL history 
to record three consecutive 100-or-more reception seasons. Now: On Detroit Lions 2001 roster. 


Pat Harlow i | USC New England 
Career: New England, '91-95; Oakland, 96-98. Started 64 of 74 games with Patriots. Traded to Raiders for 2nd round draft pick 
after 95 season. Retired after "98 season having played in 105 NFL games. Suffered through eight surgeries (three on back injuries 
that eventually ended career). Now: Back at USC working toward completion of B.S. Degree, and coaching offensive line at Canyon 
High School in Anaheim, California. 


Alvin Harper WR Tennessee Dallas 
Career: Dallas, 91-94; Tampa Bay, '95-'96; Washington, '97; Dallas, "99. Caught 124 passes and scored 18 touchdowns in 65 games 
with Cowboys. Had 65 receptions and three touchdowns with Buccaneers. Played in 12 games with 2 receptions and no scores with 
Redskins. Now: Listed on Memphis Maniacs (XFL) 2001 roster. 


Mike Pritchard WR Colorado Atlanta 
Career: '91-’93, Adlanta; "94-95, Denver; '96-'99, Seattle. In 47 games with Falcons, had 201 receptions and 14 touchdowns. Played 
in total of 113 games during career with 422 receptions for 5,187 yards and 26 touchdowns. Now: Forming a real estate investing 
company in Las Vegas. 
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14. Leonard Russell 


COLLEGE TEAM 


RB Arizona State New England 
Career: 91-'93, New England; 94, Denver; ’95, St. Louis; "96, San Diego. Named Associated Press Offensive Rookie of the Year after 
rushing for 959 yards and 4 touchdowns while grabbing 18 passes. Had career-year in 93 rushing for 1088 yards in 300 attempts. 
Now: Retired, living in Southern California. 


Huey Richardson DE Florida Pittsburgh 
Career: ‘91, Pittsburgh; "92, Washington/New York Jets. Played in five games for Steelers. Saw limited action with both Redskins and 
Jets. Career lasted 16 games. Now: Whercabouts unknown. 


Dan McGwire QB San Diego St. Seattle 
Career: '91-'94, Seattle; '95, Miami. Played in 13 total games, 12 games for Seahawks and 1 game for Dolphins, Career total of 74 
completions in 148 attempts. Now: Retired, living in California. 


Bobby Wilson DT Michigan State Washington 
Career: '91-96, Washington. Had career-high 4.5 sacks in ’91. Started 24 of 42 games from '91-'94 with 11 coral sacks. Spent "95 
on injured reserve list, released in April 96. Now: Lives near Washington, D.C. Successful in several business enterprises, including a 


Chicago trucking firm. 
Alfred Williams LB Colorado Cincinnati 


Career: '91-'94, Cincinnati; '95, San Francisco; ‘96-99, Denver. Started 53 games in four years for Bengals and led team in sacks 
with 10 in "92 and again in 94 with 9.5. Key player on nwo world championship teams with Broncos. Retired after "99 season. Now: 
Living in Denver, owns telecommunications company. 


Vinnie Clark DB Ohio State Green Bay 
Career: '91-'92, Green Bay; '93, Adlanta; 94, Adlanta/New Orleans; '95-'96, Jacksonville. Grabbed 4 interceptions in 34 games with 
Packers. Had career total of 13 interceptions in 83 games, Now: Living in Cincinnati, sports management business. 


Kelvin Pritchett DT Ole Miss Dallas 
Career: '91-'94, Detroit; "95-98, Jacksonville; '99-present, Detroit. Drafted by Dallas, went to Detroit in draft day trade. Played in 
all 16 Lions regular-season games as a rookie, plus two playoff games including NFC Championship game. Has career totals of 386 
tackles and 31,5 sacks through 2000 season. Now: On Detroit Lions 2001 roster, 


Harvey Williams RB LSU Kansas City 
Career: "91-'93, Kansas City; "94-'98, Los Angeles/Oakland Raiders. Had career year with Raiders in "95 rushing for 1,114 yards (4.4 
average per carry) and 9 touchdowns. Now: Retired, living on golf course in Houston, working on golf game. 


Stan Thomas T Texas Chicago 
Career: '91-'92, Chicago; "93-'94, Houston. Started 7 games for Bears as a rookie, Had 56-game NFL career. Was in training camp 
with Atlanta in "96 but did not make roster. Now: Whereabouts unknown. 


Randal Hill WR Miami Miami 


Career: "91, Miami/Phoenix; '91-'94, Phoenix/Arizona; "95-96, Miami; "97, New Orleans. Saw action in one game as a rookie for 
Miami (no receptions), traded September 3 to Phoenix for "92 first-round draft pick (Miami chose Troy Vincent, 7th overall), 174 
receptions and 8 touchdowns during Cardinals career. Career totals: 262 receptions and 14 touchdowns in 103 games. Now: Police 
officer in Miami, Florida. 

Todd Marinovich QB USC L.A. Raiders 


Career: '91-'92, Los Angeles Raiders. Played in 8 games during two seasons with Raiders. Had 8 touchdown passes and 9 intercep- 
tions in NFL career. Now: Playing for Los Angeles Avengers in Arena Football League. 


Ted Washington DT Louisville San Francisco 
Career: '91-'93, San Francisco; "94, Denver; 95-'00, Buffalo. Had 6 sacks in 44 games with 49ers, Made Pro Bowl squad in '97 and 
98 while with Bills. In '98, recorded over 100 tackles for third straight year. Now: Signed to a 3-year deal by Chicago Bears 4/10/01. 


Henry Jones DB Illinois Buffalo 
Career: "91-present, Buffalo. Has 129 starts in 10-year career with 18 total interceptions. All-Pro in "92 when he had career-high 8 
interceptions, Has three seasons registering over century mark in tackles. Now: Buffalo 2001 depth chart lists Jones as first-team strong 
safety. 

Jarrod Bunch RB Michigan N.Y. Giants 
Career: '91-'93, New York Giants; "94, Los Angeles Raiders. Best year was '92 when he played in 16 games for Giants, rushing for 
501 yards in 104 attempts with a 4.8 yard-per-carry average. Now: Actor, living in New York City. 
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DirTY? No, 
JusST DOMINANT 


by Peter Finney 


Kyle Turley is a tattooed 6'5", 300-pound tackle, 
No. 1 pick of the Saints in 98, best known as a 
“wild man” on the field, a loving father and 
devoted member of the Church of the Latter Day 
Saints off the field. An ardent Republican, 

he majored in art at San Diego State and would 
like to earn enough money at his NFL job to 
retire early and “go surfing around the world.” 
How good is Turley at his job? Every coach 
voted Turley in as a Pro Bowl starter. 

However, this opinion was offset by votes from 
players and fans, who make up two-thirds of the 
vote, resulting in Turley being snubbed, 

mainly because of his “dirty player” reputation. 


a 
& 
2 
= 
3 
s 


Have you ever held any interest in playing on the other side of the ball? d 
Are you kidding? I played defensive tackle only in high school and I went — 
to San Diego State with the idea of being “another Howie Long.” What | 
happened was, in my redshirt year, they needed an offensive lineman for 
the scout team and it became my job. My job for the season. It grew on 
me. After that first season, 
the head coach tells me, 
from what he could see, 
that while I had a chance to 
be a very good defensive 
lineman, I had a better 
chance to be a great offen- 
sive lineman. Thar’ all I needed to hear. 


lia 


Ailsport Austra 


What's the big difference? 

Well, to put it plainly, an offensive lineman has to have a defensive mindset. That is, the guy on 
offense has to get locked in on what he has to do. And this is happening when the defensive guy 
can do what he pretty much chooses. The defensive guy is trying to shed blockers and get to the 
man with the ball. The offensive lineman is trying to lock-in on someone. You can’t tell me this 
takes more smarts. 


What about the difference in playing the right and left sides? 

In my rookie NFL season, | played three positions, both tackles and left guard. My best position is 
left tackle because I've always been more comfortable in a left-handed stance. But left tackle belongs 
to Willie Roaf. So I'm locked in on the right side, which isn’t bad. I’ve adjusted to using the “other” 
side of my body. 


You've gotten a reputation as one of the dirtiest players in the league. Is it deserved? 
£ I dont play dirty. I play to the whistle. Now, if someone's going to rough up our running back or 
\\@ quarterback, they're going to pay for it. If you want to trade blows with me, bring it on. I'm not 
® going to lose a street fight. I couldn't care less what people think of me. If it comes down to it, | 
£ might make a jab or two at your neck, or twist a finger. I'm not here to make friends. 
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Have you made any friends among the defensive linemen you've gone against the 
lost three years? 

I don't know about that. [ will say I have respect for a lot of guys — 
Trace Armstrong, Reggie White, Kevin Greene. They're out there 
doing a job and doing it well. When you outplay those guys, you feel 
a certain sense of accomplishment. 


How did you feel coming out of college, having all that money — a $5.66 million 
signing bonus — thrown at you? 

The money was all numbers. Put it in the bank. If there had been a pile 
of cash sitting in front of me, it might have been different. All I knew 
was | had worked hard to get in that position and making that kind of 
money to play football was a blessing. I was playing a game I loved. The 
money was a bonus. 


Did you go on a spending spree? 
Definitely not. No luxury cars. Before going to the NFL, the biggest 
check I ever cashed was for a couple of grand, 
part of my scholarship, to pay for my hous- 
A) \ \ ing and living expenses. 


When you got to the Saints what did you think 
about having Mike Ditka as your head coach? 
Loved the idea. He was my kind of 

guy. An all-out, blood and guts 
player who was a throwback to 
the old days. That appealed to 
me, having someone like him 

} asacoach. 

Did you have something to prove? 

I wanted to prove every- 
body wrong, Wrong about 
the Randy Moss thing. 

Wrong that Tra Thomas 
was the best lineman 
taken in the draft. I 
wanted to proye the 
Saints didn't waste a pick 
by taking me with the sev- 
enth pick in the first 
round. It bothered me to 
hear people say the Saints 

2,/' should have taken Moss. He 

a / Lp went lower because he had a 

~ lot of baggage. He did it to 
pe himself. 1 wanted people to say 

— here's a guy whos going to be here 
15 years and give his heart and soul to the 

Saints. 


Because you're a professional athlete, do you consider yourself a role model? 
Definitely. | think we're all role models because we're in the public eye. 
Like it or not, kids look up to us. Sure, you keep hearing some say a 
kid’s only role models should be their parents. That's hogwash. Of 
course, I grew up in a home where my parents were role models. But, 
as you get older, you realize what a heavy influence the high-profile ath- 
lete can have on youngsters. In some cases, they can be better role mod- 
els than absentee parents. 


You see a major breakdown in discipline among the young? 

Are you kidding? When I was in grade school, I got paddled regularly. 
And sometimes, when I got home, I got paddled again. Today, if a 
teacher touches a student with a paddle, they fire the teacher. 

Kids are growing up today when religion is getting a bad name. 
We've all lost sight of the basics. 

I read recently a story about a young girl who sent God an e-mail, 
asking him to explain why he wasn't in Columbine High School to pre- 
vent that tragic shooting. God e-mails back to the young girl: I'm not 
allowed in school. 


That tells you something right there. 


You see a moral breakdown today? 

Well, you had a president who told us oral sex wasn’t sex. What kind 
of message did that send to the kids? That's what you're fighting today. 
Breakdowns all around. So don‘ tell me role models — good ones — 


don't count. 


Did sports help contribute to your becoming a disciplined person? 

I didn’t play football until my senior year in high school. My first pas- 
sion was wrestling and that kind of man-to-man combat helped shape 
me, helped make me more competitive. | went to high school liking 
surfing, skateboarding and art. 


Steve Woltmann 


You majored in art in college? 

I've never been one to get complacent. I’m always trying to learn more. 
I enjoy doing pen and pencil sketches and I've done some experiment- 
ing in ceramics and painting. 


Are you a movie fan? 

A big one. I'm all over the place. I liked Fast Times at Ridgemont High, 
Shawshank Redemption, Halloween, Scarface, Leaving Las Vegas, Traffic. 
I dont have a favorite. 


Was there anything that helped make you a staunch Republican? 

I just happen to like conservative values, We've gotten away from 
speaking about God, heaven, hell. As far as I’m concerned, these are 
basic values. And I'll speak my mind about them. 
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high-speed internet 
computer networks 
multiple phone lines 


modems and fax machines 


Here’s one technology that you should invest in... BANDWIDTH! | 


Communications wiring for today’s home and office. Ordinary 
telephone wire cannot handle today’s rapidly expanding 
communications needs. Today's home and business owners 
expect their Internet connections and networks to perform at 
higher speeds. The solution for these new and evolving 
technology requirements is a wiring scheme constructed with 
a high-speed broadband cable—Category 5e. 


Manage your risk... invest in a quality high-speed cable, 


General Cable is a global supplier of communications 
cables to the commercial, industrial and residential markets. 
We meet your most stringent communication requirements... 
contact us at info@generalcable.com 


| 
h eneval alile pam beeders 


= 
4 Tesseneer Drive © Highland Heights, KY 41076 Spee d L141 F e 
Phone: 800-424-5666 ® Fax: 800-547-8249 
www.generalcable.com 


Caponomics |()| 


shook hands, some of them smiling for 

the cameras. It was Jan. 6, 1993, the day 
that shook and rattled the pro football mar- 
ket, 

The two sides had signed into a salary 
cap/free agency system that would revolu- 
ionize the way teams compete for talent. 
The owners felt it was a quid pro quo, the 
players gaining their freedom to move, the 
clubs gaining a hard cap to control spiraling 
player costs. 

But now, eight years later, the cap has 
almost doubled, from $34.608 million in 
1994, the first capped year, to $67.405 mil- 
lion. In effect, the players gained it all — 
freedom and instant wealth in the form of 
huge signing bonuses. In return, the owners 
received labor peace. 

Bill Walsh, who recently stepped down as 
San Francisco's general manager, still doesn’t 
fully understand Article XXIV, the cap section 
of the labor contract that covers 52 pages on 


T: NFL owners and union negotiators 


the whys and wherefores of the system. 

“There are so many stipulations, so many 
interpretations, it’s almost like the IRS,” says 
Walsh. And if Bill Walsh, the genius of the 
game, has second thoughts about dealing 
with the cap, the country’s fans must have 
third, fourth and fifth thoughts about the 
system. Most players aren't educated in 
Caponomics 101 either, because their agents 
handle their contracts for them. 

“T dont think the players have a real good 
grasp on the salary cap,” says agent Frank 
Bauer. “I think there are a few clubs that 
don’t understand the cap. It’s all abour the 
value of the player. Somebody has to know 
the true value of the player.” 

In Buffalo, they keep asking why the Bills 
had to release defensive end Bruce Smith last 
season. In Dallas, they wonder why quarter- 
back Troy Aikman had to turn in his Cowboy 
star. And in San Francisco, they still ponder 
the plunge of the free-spending 49ers from a 
Super Bowl team to a division also-ran. 


by Gordon Forbes 


“We're living with it,” says Walsh, “I don't 
think you'll ever see another Green Bay like it 
was under Lombardi. Or the Steelers. Or the 
Redskins. Or the 49ers.” 

That seems to be fine with the owners and 
the league office. To them, the salary cap/free 
agency system means competitive balance 
and a legitimate chance for small-market 
teams to win a Super Bowl. There are no 
more dynasties, no more great defensive 
lines, or great offensive backfields, Instead, 
there is parity in the air. Twelve different 
teams have played in the Super Bowl since 
1994, the first capped year. Twenty-five of 31 
teams have won division tides. 

To try to understand the system, you must 
go far beyond the basic rule of cap manage- 
ment. Or “caponomics,” as agent Leigh 
Steinberg called the system while negotiating 
Drew Bledsoe's seven-year, $42 million con- 
tract back in 1995. 

Since signing bonuses are pro-rated for 
cap purposes, most large contracts are front- 


The $1 Million Gamble: Signings That Worked... 


Defensive end Reggie White signed a five-year, $17 million contract with Green 
Bay in 1993. White passed up a back-loaded $19.5 million deal with San Fran- 
cisco to become a Packer. The reason: a $4.5 million signing bonus, a $1.5 mil- 
lion reporting bonus and $3 million base salary, all in the first season of an 
uncapped year. White led the Packers to six straight playoffs, including a Super 
Bowl title, piling up 68.5 sacks as the NFL's unchallenged pass-rushing king. 


Quarterback Rich Gannon, signed by Oakland to a four-year, $16 million contract 
in 1999, finally brought stability to the Raiders, who had started seven different 
quarterbacks from 1995-98. Gannon ranked seventh among NFL quarterbacks in 
2000, throwing for 28 TDs (and only 11 interceptions) and leading the Raiders to 
their first AFC West title since 1990. Gannon also scrambled for 529 yards, most 
by an AFC quarterback. 


Wide receiver Keenan McCardell struggled with the Cleveland Browns, who felt 
they had found their home-run hitter in Andre Rison. McCardell signed a four-year, 
$5.8 million deal with Jacksonville in 1996, earning a nifty $1.8 million bonus. 
Over the next five seasons, McCardell, fellow receiver Jimmy Smith and quarter- 
back Mark Brunell formed one of the league's most dangerous passing attacks. 


Running back Curtis Martin didn't come cheaply. Signed as a restricted free agent 
by the New York Jets in 1998 (six years, $36 million, an offer New England refused 
to match, getting No. 1 and No, 3 draft picks as compensation), Martin has 
become the most productive back in Jets history. He’s been a 1,000-yard back for 
all three years and established himself as a Pro Bowler. He's rushed for over 
1,000 yards in six straight years. The Jets paid, but they got a genuine All-Pro back. 
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loaded. The player gets the full bonus upon 
signing (Bledsoe got $11.5 million in the 95 
deal) but his cap figure ($5.1 million) is far 
less, including base salary and the pro-rated 
bonus number. 

How to figure a team’s cap? Take a per- 
centage of all defined gross revenues (TV 
money, gate receipts, personal seat licenses, 
etc), usually about 62 percent on a sliding 
scale, and divide the figure by 31, the num- 
ber of NFL teams. In 1994, the first capped 
year, the cap was $34,608 million. It grew to 
$40.753 million in 1996, then jumped to 
$52.388 in 1998, the year of the NFLs new 
eight-year T'V deal. 

There are all kinds of tricks involved in 
trying to manage the cap. “Not tricks, but 
appropriate planning,” cautions Peter 
Ruocco, senior vice president of labor rela- 
tions for the NFLs Management Council 
and a cap expert. 

The system involves a web of incentives 
dealing with likely to be earned (LTBE) and 
not likely be earned (NLTBE) performance 
bonuses, Most are based on the previous sea- 
son. If a pass rusher had six sacks, his team 
could offer a $50,000 incentive (NLTBE) 
for eight sacks, a number that would be 
excluded from his cap figure since it was 
higher than the past year. A quarterback 


could have a $100,000 bonus for winning a 
conference title (NLTBE if his team didn't 
get to the conference championship the pre- 
vious season). 

Incentive disputes, however, are frequent 
and often end up as LTBE bonuses and 
included in the cap. 

There are endless team and individual 
bonuses, including off-season workout and 
reporting clauses. The complexity of the sys- 
tem has forced teams to hire so-called capol- 
ogists to manage the day-to-day cap 
numbers. “We knew there were going to be 
tricks,” says Indianapolis Colts general man- 
ager Bill Polian, who helped design the sys- 
tem. “We wanted a hard cap. We wanted no 
pro-ration of bonuses. I think it’s fair to say 
that almost everyone knew what would hap- 
pen once that went in.” 

Harold Henderson, the NFUs vice presi- 
dent of labor relations, says cap-related calls 
from clubs have soared. Henderson oversees 
five staffers who review contracts and rules 
and another four staffers who sometimes 
work overtime analyzing salary cap issues. 

Henderson scofts at cap critics who claim 
the system forces teams to cut aging super- 
stars. “Nor at all,” he says. “That's not the 
function of the system. Teams have always 
gotten rid of their older players. Look at O.]. 


... And some that didn’t 


Simpson, Unitas and Namath. All of them 
were Hall of Famers who ended their careers 
with somebody else.” 

Ruocco notes that “in this system, every 
dollar spent on players counts against the 
cap. It’s just a question of when. If the play- 
ers dont fulfill a contract, the money comes 
forward, It’s great for the clubs and great for 
the players.” Ruocco also notes the increase 
in player benefits, from less than $100 mil- 
lion to more than $350 million in 2003. 

“Two things,” says Ruocco. “You have to 
recognize who your players are and what 
their roles will be in the years going out. And 
you've got to leave yourself enough flexibility 
to do things in future planning.” 

There are rumblings from some owners 
who want to let the system die in 2004, an 
uncapped year. These are the big spenders who 
threw money around like frisbees to win a 
Super Bowl. “They did if for the short-term 
advantage and that undermined the system,” 
says Henderson. “The beauty of the system is 
it gives Green Bay a chance, and it gives Kansas 
City a chance, the small-market teams.” 

And it tears down such free-spending 
teams as the Dallas Cowboys, San Francisco 
49ers and Jacksonville Jaguars. Their fans 
have come to understand that, but not much 
else about the tricks of caponomics. 


Wide receiver Andre Rison has played for seven teams in 12 years as the unchal- 
lenged vagabond among wideouts. It seemed so right for Rison in 1995 when he 
signed a five-year, $17.085 contract with the Cleveland Browns, $5 million of it in 
the form of a signing bonus. Rison lasted one 47-catch season and was gone to 
Jacksonville, Green Bay, Kansas City and Oakland. He can catch and he can travel. 


Cornerback Nate Odomes went cross-country in 1994, Buffalo to Seattle, for an 
$8.4 million free agent package. He never played a game for the Seahawks. A two- 
time Pro Bowl corner, Odomes wrecked a knee in an off-season charity basketball 
game before the 1994 training camp. He hung around the trainer's room for two 
seasons before the Seahawks cut him loose. 


Linebacker Bryce Paup was a terrific blitzer in Green Bay and Buffalo, piling up 
17.5 sacks in 1995 to lead the league. But this was with a Bills defense that had 
a lot of weapons. Paup jumped to Jacksonville in 1998, lured there by a five-year, 
$21.875 million contract. Ah, but Bruce Smith wasn’t around. Nor was Cornelius 
Bennett. Paup never played up to the level of his big years and wound up as a 
third-string defensive end with Minnesota’s 28th-ranked defense. 


Cornerback Larry Brown was a Super Bowl hero with the Cowboys, a lucky hero at 
that. Two bad routes by Pittsburgh receivers resulted in two easy interceptions and 
the MVP in Super Bowl XXX. In 1996, the Oakland Raiders rewarded Brown with a 
$12.5 million contract that included a $3.5 million bonus. In two seasons, Brown 
had one interception and played in only 12 games. Then he was cut by the 
Raiders, Vikings and eventually by his old team, the Cowboys. 
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CHAMPIONS 


Come In All Different Types & Sizes! 


And so do CHAMPION batteries. Whatever you're into, 
we've got a battery to get you going and keep you going. 
' Working hard or playing hard - CHAMPION's got you covered. 


Champion, Trailblazer and Subzero are registered trademarks of Federal-Mogul Corporation, Powersport is a trademark of Exide Technologies 


NFC 


East 

1. Philadelphia 
Boo-Birds won't boo these Birds. 
2. New York 

Tougher slate means no repeat. 
3. Washington 


Snyder-heimer clearly in charge. 


4. Arizona 
Will this be Jake’s last stand? 


5. Dallas 

Emmitt the Lone Star in Big D. 
Central 

1. Tampa Bay 


King has been dethroned at QB. 
2. Green Bay* 


Bet on Brett to bounce back. 
3. Minnesota* 


Purple Reign short-lived in Black & Blue. 


4. Detroit 


Quick — name their coach. 
5. Chicago 

Bears still in hibernation. 
West 

1. St. Louis 


Marshall Plans to return to Big Game. 
2. New Orleans* 

Big hopes in the Big Easy. 

3. San Francisco 

Niners fighting to reclaim the Bay. 


4. Carolina 


Lewis, Craig and Weinke. Panthers still stinky. 


5. Atlanta 


Can Vick revive interest in Dirty Birds? 


NFC Championship 


Tampa Bay over St. Louis 


AFC Championship 


Baltimore over Denver 


Super Bowl XXXVI 
Tampa Bay over Baltimore RAVENS 


AFC 


East 
1. Indianapolis 


Why can’t Mora win a playoff game? 

2. New York 

Can Jets emerge from muddled threesome? 

3. Miami 

Can Dolphins emerge from muddled threesome? 
4. Buffalo 


Can Bills emerge from muddled threesome? 


5. New England 


Patriots submerged below muddled threesome. 
Central 

1. Baltimore 

Champs should be even better. 

2. Tennessee* 


Titans say, “Remember us?” 


3. Jacksonville* 
Jags eager to prove '00 was a fluke. 


4. Pittsburgh 


Steelers toiling in tough division. 


5. Cleveland 


Where have you gone Bernie Kosar? 

6. Cincinnati 

Edges Toledo for third best team in Ohio. 
West 

1. Denver 


Griese’s the word in Denver. 

2. Oakland* 

Silver and Black are definitely back. 

3. Seattle 

Holmgren hoping Hasselbeck has hot hand. 
4. Kansas City 


Can Vermeil magic strike again? 


5. San Diego 
Bolts look better in powder blue. 
* Wild Card Teams 


BALTIMORE 
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ike finding chicken wings on a Buf- 
falo restaurant menu, 
always count on stability in the Bills’ 

front office. 
Eleven seasons with the 


one could 


same coach 
(Marv Levy). Fifteen years with just two 
general managers (Bill Polian and John But- 
ler). Forty-two years with the same owner 
(Ralph Wilson). 

That's why the 2001 season has the feel of a blind date. 

For only the third time in the franchise's history, the Bills will 
open a season with a new GM and a new head coach, Tom 
Donahoe and Gregg Williams, respectively. 

Meanwhile, another off-season of severe salary cap problems 
saw the Bills wave goodbye to a dozen more veteran players, 
bringing their nvo-season total to 27. 

It means more new faces, more question marks, and more 
uncertainty than at any time in the past 15 seasons. 

“I don't know how we'll do,” Wilson says bluntly. “But I 


Buffalo Bills 


do think we will be competitive. Tom is a great talent man 
and I think Gregg 
sive and there will be discipline and accountability. So | am 


optimistic.” 


Williams is a very good coach. He's aggres- 
ys BS 


Williams, 42, makes his NFL head coaching debut after a 
long apprenticeship in a variety of roles with the Houston/Ten- 
nessee franchise. 


quarterbacks 


After winning Buffalo's Great Quarterback Derby, Rob 
Johnson has his sights set on winning games — and winning 
over detractors who feel the Bills kept the wrong guy. 

With Doug Flutie no longer looking over his shoulder and 
undermining his confidence, Johnson has no excuses. He's 28, 
he's been in the league six seasons, and it’s time to turn “poten- 
tial” into results. 

“There are (coaches) in this league who have coached all 
their careers and haven't had a chance to coach somebody as 


2000: 8-8 


Additions 

CB Lance Brown 
T Kris Farris 

QB Pete Gonzalez 


2001 Draft 

1 Nate Clements 

2 Aaron Schobel 

2 Travis Henry 

3 Ron Edwards 

3 Jonas Jennings 

4 Brandon Spoon 

5 Marques Sullivan 

6 Tony Driver 

6 Dan O’Leary 

6 Jimmy Williams CB 
7 Reggie Germany WR 
7 Tyrone Robertson DT 


Ohio State 
TCU 
Tennessee 
Texas A&M 
Georgia 

North Carolina 
Illinois 

Notre Dame 
Notre Dame 
Vanderbilt 
Ohlo State 
Hinds (MS) J.C. 


Losses 

LS Ethan Albright 
QB Doug Flutie 

P Chris Mohr 

G Joe Panos 

LB Sam Rogers 
DT Ted Washington 
DE Marcellus Wiley 


2000 Prediction 
4th AFC East 


Impact 

There will be no fewer than a half-dozen 
new starters for rookie coach Gregg 
Williams, who is hoping that preparation, 
and a switch to the West Coast offense 
and a 4-3 defense, will keep the Bills com- 
petitive. Clements and Schobel will get 
instant playing time. The Bills feel they got 
late-round steals in Driver and Germany. 
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athletically gifted to play the quarterback 
position as Rob Johnson,” Williams says with 
glee. 

Williams has brought the West Coast 
offense to Buffalo under former Seattle quar- 
terbacks coach Mike Sheppard. They feel the 
quick, rhythm passing of the offense that 
leaves the quarterback with plenty of options 
will dramatically reduce the number of times 
Johnson is sacked. 


running backs 


The Bills ran the ball by committee last season and not too 
well, producing just one 100-yard individual rushing perfor- 
mance, Williams is praying that someone from the pack of 
Antowain Smith, Jonathan Linton, Shawn Bryson, Sammy 
Morris and rookie Travis Henry emerges as the undisputed No. 
1 man, because the West Coast offense absolutely needs a 
workhorse back (think Roger Craig) to function properly. 

Fifth-year pro Smith, the team’s first-round pick in 1997, has 
steadily gone downhill from his 1,124-yard sophomore season, 
but Buffalo's coaching change gives him a fresh start. The big 
question is whether Smith has the kind of receiving skills to 
succeed in the West Coast. 

Morris, a pleasant surprise as a fifth-round pick out of Texas 
Tech, is the most well-rounded of the candidates but not the 
most durable. Bryson, who came off a serious knee injury, led 
the team with 591 yards rushing, lowest for the team’s leader 
since 1987. 

The Bills were thrilled to grab Henry with the 58th overall 
selection in the draft. A punishing runner with good speed, 
Henry ended his career at Tennessee as the Volunteers’ all-time 
leading rusher. 

There isnt a bonafide blocking fullback in the bunch, which 
the West Coast offense also needs. 


receivers 


Despite the cap problem he inherited from Butler, Don- 
ahoe was able to re-sign free agent Eric Moulds, a critical 
move on the field and at the box office. Moulds, a com- 
plete package of size and speed who set a team record with 
94 receptions last year and went to his second Pro Bowl, 
is the team’s lone remaining superstar. He needed just 
seven games to reach 50 catches, a club record in that 
department. He should Hourish in the West Coast scheme 
and easily top 100 catches. 

Young pros Peerless Price and Jeremy McDaniel can 
only get better. McDaniel, a free agent rookie who is fear- 
less over the middle, caught 43 balls for a team-best 16.2 
average. The Bills also have high hopes for Avion Black, 
who has serious deep speed. 

Big-target Jay Riemersma (31 catches, 5 TDs) is one of 
the league's top young tight ends, 


offensive linemen 


This unit has nowhere to go but up, It, too, should ben- 
efit from the West Coast philosophy of getting rid of the 
ball quickly. 

The left side is established with tackle John Fina and 
five-time Pro Bowl guard Ruben Brown boasting 208 
starts berween them. 

Question marks surface shifting to the right. Jerry 
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Eric Moulds 


Ostroski, who started the past two seasons at 
center, is moving to guard, and journeyman 
Bill Conaty will get his shot to start at cen- 
ter. At guard, Ostroski’s brute strength is 
more suited for moving large defensive tack- 
les. At right tackle, 6'7" Robert Hicks will 
get the opportunity to regain the starting job 
he lost to Marcus Spriggs, a free agent who 
wasnt retained. Williams wants athletic, 
quick linemen, which is a shift in philosophy 
from the last several years. 


defensive linemen 


The Bills took two big hits in the off-sea- 
son, cutting Pro Bow! nose tackle Ted Wash- 
ington in a cap move and losing rising star 
pass rusher Marcellus Wiley (10.5 sacks) in 
free agency to San Diego. 

That's opened the door for Pat Williams 
and last year's No. 1 pick, Erik Flowers, to 
make their mark. Williams, who collected 80 
tackles and 2.5 sacks playing part-time, 
should blossom in the “hybrid” 46 gap 
defense of Williams’ that emphasizes quick- 
ness over brute force. Flowers (2.0 sacks), 
slowed by a heel injury, did little as a rookie, 
but now gets his turn. 

Back for his 11th season is end Phil Hansen, 


52 


who's slowing down on the field but 
still has great locker room presence. 
Rookie end Aaron Schobel is a nice 
pickup, since Buffalo needs more bod- 
ies in order to switch from a 3-4 to a 
4-3 scheme. 


linebackers 


Despite the loss of Sam Rogers in a 


Buffalo's defense. 

Sam Cowart, coming off his first 
Pro Bowl season, joins John Holecek 
and Keith Newman in the 4-3. Cow- 
art shifts from inside to the weak out- 
side position and will have a chance to 
rush the passer more after registering 
5.5 sacks in 2000. Holecek (165 tack- 
les) is underrated, and Newman (eight 
sacks, 96 tackles) is a rising star with 
Pro Bowl potential. 

Corey Moore, a pass-rushing 
demon at Virginia Tech, will have a 
better chance to make an impact after 
an injury-plagued rookie campaign. 


defensive backs 
There's work to be 

® done after giving up 18 
= TD passes last season. 
= Williams’ defense puts a 


cap hit, this remains the strength of 


Back In The Day 


Jim Kelly 


2000 Revisited 


The Prophecy: “(Rob) Johnson brings a 
stronger, more accurate arm to the table, 
which should inspire coordinator Joe 
Pendry's deep-passing game...His deci- 
sion-making should improve with more 
playing time, helping to cut down on his 
sacks.” 
The Lie: “Once a sore spot, Buffalo has 
developed one of the most reliable and 
versatile blocking walls in the league.” 
—Athion Sports Pro Football 2000 


points in 2000, Christie is Buffalo's all-time 
leading scorer, 

Punter Chris Mohr, however, was cut in a 
cap move and signed with Atlanta. 

Buffalo's return games ranked dead last in 
the NFL under the tentative Watson, mean- 
ing Black will get a long look at the job, 
along with other rookies and free agents. 

Buffalo's coverage units also ranked near 
the bottom of the league and Williams, who 
has appointed two assistants for special 
teams (Danny Smith and Tommy Kaiser), 
has made improving the team’s overall spe- 
cial teams play a high priority. 


lot of one-on-one pres- 
sure on the corners, and while 
they're very quick, size remains 
a concern with starters Antoine 
Winfield (5'9") and Ken Irvin. 
Chris Watson, obtained in a 
trade with Denver last summer, 
could challenge for a starting 
spot with a strong camp, and 
rookie Nate Clements should 
see immediate playing time. 

At strong safety, 11-year pro 
Henry Jones is coming off one 
of his best seasons with 109 
tackles and 11 pass breakups. 
His toughness and experience 


will be critical to the success of 


Williams’ defense. 

At free safety, former street 
free agent Keion Carpenter had 
a huge season in his debut as a 
starter, showing great natural 
instincts in collecting five inter- 
ceptions before missing the 
final four games with an ankle 
injury. 


specialists 

The Bills re-signed yeteran 
Steve Christie, who hit 26 of 35 
field goals and all 31 extra 
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When he arrived in 
Buffalo in 1986, the Bills 
were coming off consec- 
utive 2-14 seasons and 
were in danger of relo- 
cating. With Kelly at quar- 
terback, the franchise 
rebuilt from the ashes 
and won an unprece- 
dented four consecutive 
AFC championships from 
1990-93. 


Kelly, whose leader- 
ship and grittiness oe the Bills of the early ‘90s, ranks 
sixth on the NFL's alltime passing list with an 84,4 rating, 
10th in yardage (35,467) and 12th in touchdowns (237). He 
still resides in Orchard Park, N.Y., with his wife and three chil- 
dren, running football camps and charity events for the 
Hunter's Hope Foundation, named for his son Hunter, who 
suffers from the rare genetic disorder Krabbe's disease. Kelly 
and his wife Jill have raised millions for awareness and 
research, 

Career: 2,874 completions in 4,779 attempts, 35,467 
yards, 237 TDs, 175 interceptions, 84.4 QB rating 

Pro Bowls: 4 ('87, '90-92) 

Known for: The no-huddle offense 

Best season: 1991 (33 touchdowns) 

Shining moment: Set an AFC title game completion per- 
centage record (73.9 percent), completing 17-of-23 passes 
for 300 yards and 2 TDs in a 51-3 rout of the Los Angeles 
Raiders on Jan. 20, 1991. 

Darkest hour: Knocked from the game in the second quar- 
ter of Super Bowl XXVII loss to Dallas, having completed just 
4-of-7 passes for 82 yards and two interceptions. 

Today's Market Value: 36-7 million average a year 
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of the National ‘Assol yon for Stock Car Auto Racing, | 


Roster 2000 Team Stats 


Head Coach: Gregg, Williams (NFL Record: 0-0) RESULTS 
panic okie meee 16-13 W Tennessee 77,492 
27-18 W Green Bay 72,722 
NAME FOS HT Wt EXP, COURSE 9 44°57' at New York Jets 77.884 
66 = Alitey, Victor (R) G &> inctona 16-18 L Indianapolis 72,617 
89 Black, Avion WR 511" Tennessee St. 13-22 L at Miami 73,901 
79 Goan, Ruben a &s° Pittsburg) 27-246 W San Diego 72,351 
iF aS os are) Wile eng at Minnesota 64,116 
re Caren fa . Gorda Tach 23-20 W New York Jats 72,661 
29. Cempenter, Kotor DB Vingola Tech 16-13 W at New England 60,292 
& Codd Keame wR Tomhe 20-3 W Chicago 72,420 
2 Oriste. Save K 60" 195 11 Weeenantwy P 22-17) W at Kansas City 78,457 
F 84 Collins, Bothy TE 64° 245 2 NoctiAlbane 17-31 L at Tampa Bay 65,546 
é Y 63 Conaty; Bal (R) C 62" 30 4 Vrain Tach 6-33 iL Miami 73,002 
i L. BG Cowart, Sam 1B 62" 245 3 Florida St. 20-44 «=L at Indianapolis 56,671 
: : Farris, Kris 's* i UCLA 10-13 iL New England 47,230 
Sam Cowart 3s° Arron 42-23 W at Seattle 61,025 


Outside the Huddle er at 3 rang ts 75218, 
rr ‘: aieal Rod Johnson, 306-17: >7, 12 TDs 
SO Hanser. Pr DE 65° 273 10 ht Sakote St Shawn Br sis att.. 594 yds : A 
77 Hicks, Robert (R T 67° 330 3. Miscssipg St iil patie ag leet predbetiats 
Grudge match With former GM John Butler, | 35 jaan RE ES SER a rrneae 
pro personnel director A.J. Smith, quarterback | 5: We po» D8 60" 192 3 Mehgmst 
Doug Flutie and defensive end Marcellus Wiley | > psccek jenn iB 62 20 6 trols 
all in San Diego, this season's BillsChargers | 27 inin, Ken DB Si" 186 6 Menghis 0 ret., 20.3 avg. 
game needs no hype. Said Bills owner Ralph Wil- Jackson, Courtney DB GIr 190 1 Arona StH prt Ret: Chris Watson, 33 ret,, 4.9 ave 
son, who is convinced Butler plotted alllastsea- | 88 Jackson, Shekin = «TE.-«6'3" «2802 Neb Doe. Som Co Sgt ilar bi 
son to sign with San Diego: "I'd rather beat the | 11 Jonnson, Re @ 6g 212 6 SN ae 
Chargers this year than win the Super Bowl.” 99 kees, Fred B 6F 26 1 Sete: Racehs Why. 208 
‘ 0 b Here 60" 200 erceptions: Keion Carpenter, 5 for 63 yds. 
Team turmoil How relieved is Rob Johnson to | BS "ra A habe 1m tea rial Sa 
Lar ser a) 
know he and Doug Flutie are no longer team- | .. teas linen Ri ROU RS? oa 3 
mates? “I wish you guys knew the total situation |. jon em =o We eur tor ; 
of how divided the team was and how mentally |<. scm cory in Reo | Neca Mi sie Downs a ye 
Graining it can be,” Johnson says. “Il mean, | 45 Moms, Saneny RB 60" 228 1 Texas Tech Paasiog 174 153 
coaches were taking sides, it was that bad. It | 89  Moutis, Etc WR 62" 203 § — Mississipg! St Penalty 4 23 
just wore on me. Three years is tough to deal | 74 Nols, Jane (Uy G 66 HO 4 Fiorida A&M 3rd Down: Made/Att 92/247 81/219 
with that, so this is like a fresh start.” 53 Newman, Aeith 8 62 245 2 NorthCamiing 3rd Down Pet. 37.2 37.0 
Dee-fense Buffalo's No. Sranked defense | © sos ery lee eee) nl | [patel ene Li bar 
allowed just 76 rushing first downs last season. | ®! Fok Dasten pp tapos alam Pacem ul iss os Sees 
The NFL average was 98. Until Kansas City’s |% Mesfers WR RN 1 2 Te oy Nat one 5.498 4,426 
Elvis Grbac threw for 341 yards in Week 12, the [90 0°" ™™ Se aed a) Piene Avg. Per Game 343.6 276.6 
Bills had gone 38 games without allowing a |= Ss’ perp y Rie: 7 
! g & 8 23 Sanith, Antowaln RB 62" 228 4 Avg. Per Play 5.1 4.6 
300-yard passer, 28 Tilman. Tenvares 08 61 19 14 dee — vals ae tae 
Role reversal New coach Gregg Williams was | 10 \enPet Ae ge 61 2 6 ; pcttbiss y races: = Lee 
part of two famous Bills wildcard playoff | 21 Wetson Ons C8 61° 192 2 Eastern Minos Avg. Per Attempt 4.0 3.5 
nai wR = Total Rushes 475 444 
games, for the other team. He was Tennessee's | 93 Witians, Pat DT 63 310 3 Texas MM Det Yards Passing 3.576 2.867 
defensive coordinator when the Titans beat Buf- | 26 Winfelt, Wtone = DB. 102 Ohio. I avg. Per Game 223.5 179.2 
falo 22~16 on “Home Run Throwback” on Jan. | %8 Ye Heryora B60" 238 1 Odehome Ss Net Avg. Per Att. 65 6.0 
8, 2000. He was Houston's quality control F Sacked/Yards Lost 59/360 42/308 
* {Uj} - esiictad free aperks 25 OF i 
coach when the Bilis made a record 32-point |“ pat bieshea hoki Gross Yards 3,936 3,475 
; mitt ~ testicted free agents as i 9 J 
comeback on Jan. 3, 1993. Said Williams when | "’ ir seeees Asal anil gamsats alee i as 
hired: “I won't talk about Home Run Throwback red eneailiin on i6 
if you won't talk about The Comeback. Punts /Average 96/38.1 92/42.0 
Penalties/Yards 101/913 103/905 
Fumbies/Ball Lost 28/13 30/13 
OFFENSE DEFENSE Touchdowns 34 37 
' ; ' ’ Rushing 11 13 
Eric Moulds Phil Hansen Passing 20 18 


John Fina Pat Williams Mise 3 
Ruben Brown Bryce Fisher SCORING BY PERIODS Q1 Q2 Q3 Q$ OF PTS 
Bill Conaty Erik Flowers Bills 54 97 40 118 6 315 
Jerry Ostroski Sam Cowart Opponent 46 93 76 132 3350 
Robert Hicks John Holecek Tumovers: Takeaways Giveaways 

Jay Riemersma Keith Newman Int. Fum. Total int. Fum. Total Diff. 


lineup 


cs Peerless Price Antoine Winfield Buffalo i6 13 2 10 13 23 +6 
Sw Rob Johnson Ken Irvin 

S 5 Antowain Smith: : ” Henry Jones RED ZONE 

> oc Sammy Morris Kelon Carpenter Att. Pts, 

a 2 Steve Christie none signed Offense 56 241 27 


Defense 54 247 26 
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Indianapolis Colts 


Losses 


S Jason Belser 

LB Cornelius Bennett 
QB Kelly Holcomb 

LB Dwight Hollier 

CB Tyrone Poole 

LB Ratcliff Thomas 

DT Bernard Whittington 


2001 Prediction 
ist AFC East 


2000: 10-6 


Additions 
DT Christian Peter 


he Indianapolis Colts are precisely 

aware of just how far their Pro Bowl 

offensive trio can carry the team, A 
23-11 record and back-to-back AFC play- 
off appearances over the past two seasons is 
proof enough, 

But the question remains whether a 
retooled Colts defense, which ranked 21st 
overall in the NFL in 2000, will be good 
enough to help the AFC’s most prolific offense meet the bur- 
dens of some substantial expectations. Those expectations 
include more than simply a visit to the playoffs. They include 
a visit to Super Bowl XXXVI. 

The Colts’ holy trinity of Peyton Manning, Marvin Harri- 
son and Edgerrin James has put up gaudy numbers for suc- 
cessive seasons and made the Colts a popular pick to go to the 
Super Bowl a year ago, but the team had too many defensive 
holes, a fact borne out in an opening-round playoff loss at 
Miami. 

But the Colts have youth on their side. Manning is only in 
his fourth NFL season, James in his third. An influx of youth 
on the defensive side of the ball will do more good than harm, 
says Colts president Bill Polian. 

“We wanted to get younger, bigger and faster, and we did 
thar,” says Polian. “If you're young and slow in this league, 
youre in trouble. We've been old and slow before and that's 
really bad.” 


quarterbacks 

If anything, Manning has exceeded all of the high expecta- 
tions that waited for him after the Colts made him the first 
overall pick of the 1998 NFL Draft. 

He quickly erased his win-loss deficit as a starter, following 
a 3-13 rookie season with a 13-3 record as a sophomore pro. 
He has gone from being one of the best young quarterbacks in 
the NFL to simply being one of the best. 

“I'm proud that we've gotten things turned around,” says 


2001 Draft 

1 Reggie Wayne WR 
2 Idrees Bashir Ss 
3 Cory Bird Ss 
4 Ryan Diem G 
5 Raymond Wallis CB 
6 Jason Doering Ss 
6 Rick DeMulling G 


Miami 

Memphis 
Virginia Tech 
Northern Illinois 
Southern Miss 
Wisconsin 
Idaho State 


Impact 

After missing out on the top defensive 
tackles in the draft, the Colts traded 
down in the first round and made an 
already potent offense stronger with 
Wayne, described as the best route-run- 
ner with the best hands in the draft. The 
Colts spent four picks adding speed 
and depth to a porous defensive back- 
field. The team was also hoping to find 
depth for their offensive line with Diem, 
a giant at 6'7", 338 pounds, and sev- 
enth-rounder DeMulling. 
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Manning. “As a quarterback, what you're 
judged by isn’t necessarily all the touchdowns 
and the yards, but winning games.” 

Billy Joe Hobart returns for a second sea- 
son behind Manning. Former backup Kelly 
Holcomb signed as a free agent with the 
Cleveland Browns, so Hobart moves from 
No. 3 on the depth chart to No. 2 this sea- 
son. Roderick Robinson, who played. this 
year for Barcelona in NFL Europe, is penciled in as the No. 3 
quarterback. 

The Colts hope that none of that matters. Manning has not 
missed a snap due to injury in his professional career. You cant 
drag this guy off the field. 


running backs 


James now has a pair of NFL rushing titles on his résumé 
and has led the AFC in coral yards for both of his professional 
seasons. 

He is the workhorse in the Colts’ one-back offense. He has 
carried the ball more than 360 times in each of his first nwo sea- 
sons, has rushed for more than 3,200 yards and has scored 35 
touchdowns in one of the best career beginnings for any NFL 
running back. 

Like Manning, James has rarely missed a snap. His backups 
include a trio of free-agent signees: Lennox Gordon, who 
spent most of 2000 on the Colts’ practice squad, former Col- 
orado State star Kevin McDougal and former “Mr. Irrelevant” 
Jim Finn. 


receivers 


The first of the great triumvirate to arrive in Indianapolis, 
Harrison long ago established himself as Manning's favorite 
target. He has caught 217 passes for more than 3,000 yards and 
26 touchdowns over the past two seasons. 

In doing so, Harrison has placed himself among the elite 
receivers in the league. If possible, Harrison could be more dan- 
gerous this season with the addition of first-round draft 
pick Reggie Wayne from the University of Miami, Wayne 
will be expected to move into the Colts’ No. 2 receiver spot 
opposite Harrison. In turn, Jerome Pathon, Terrence 
Wilkins and the oft-injured E.G. Green will compete for 
the No. 3 slot. 

Also at Manning's disposal are a pair of versatile tight 
ends — Ken Dilger and Marcus Pollard — who combined 
for 77 catches and six touchdowns last season. 


offensive linemen 


For the second straight season, the Colts will start a pair 
of former undrafted free agents in the interior line. Center 
Jeff Saturday and guard Larry Moore help anchor a line 
that has allowed the fewest sacks and produced the NFL 
rushing champion for the past two seasons. 

None of the Colts’ front line has made it to the Pro 
Bowl. The group is considered to be one whose sum is 
greater than its parts. Left tackle Tarik Glenn, a former 
first-round pick, is considered the standout and he says 
doesnt mind being overlooked in January. 

“When I first got here I used to think that I want to get 
there, I've got to get (to the Pro Bowl),” says Glenn. “I had 
a really deep passion about it — and there still is — but 
really my priorities have changed. Being a team player is a 
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Steve Jacobson 


Marvin Harrison 


lot harder than being an individual and I take 
alot of pride in being a team player and being 
a person who stands for his team. If individ- 
ual recognition comes, then so be it. If not, 
I'm not concerned about it at all.” 

Saturday earned respect in his first year as a 
starter, but Glenn continues to be underrated, 
as are left guard Steve McKinney and right 
tackle Adam Meadows. 


defensive linemen 


A draft-day wade brought 300-pounder 
Christian Peter to the Colts’ front four, a sign- 
ing that seemed to be just in the nick of time 
as the elite tackles from this year's draft class 
went off the board early. 

Peter, who has personal and legal troubles 
that he needs to put behind him, will be 
counted on to add bulk to an undersized 
defensive line, which proved to have trouble 
standing up against the run a year ago. Peter 
joins veteran Ellis Johnson ar defensive tackle. 
Josh Williams, last season's rookie surprise as 
a fourth-round draft pick, will also see signif- 
icant time in the front four's rotation. 

Chad Bratzke recorded 12 sacks in 1999, 
his first season as a Colt, but tailed off last sea- 
son. One reason may have been the absence 


58 


of Shawn King at the other end. King 
was serving a one-year suspension for 
violation of the league's substance 
abuse policy but will return this sea- 
son, giving the Colts a solid defender 
against the run and pass as a bookend 
to Bratzke. 


linebackers 


Veteran Cornelius Bennett is gone, 
leaving unproven second-year players 
to take over leadership roles on the 
field and off. 

Second-year linebackers Rob Mor- 
ris and Marcus Washington, the 
Colts’ first nvo picks in the 2000 
draft, are expected to assume starting 
roles for the first time. Morris is com- 
ing off a serious knee injury, but is 
counted on to become the run-stuffer 
the Colts drafted him to be. Wash- 
ington will be on the strong side, 
replacing Bennett, and could see time 
as a pass-rushing end as well. Mike 
Peterson, who led the team in tackles 
last season, returns to weak side line- 


backer. 


2000 Revisited 


The Prophecy: “Even though we won the 
division, | don’t look at us as a runaway 
choice to win it (again this season). This is 
still an extremely competitive division. We 
could be a lot better and not have as good 
a record.” — Colts coach Jim Mora 
The Lie: “(Rob) Morris, a throwback per- 
sonality with leadership skills, not to 
mention the size and tenacity to upgrade 
the run defense, will step right into the 
lineup at MLB.” 

—Athion Sports Pro Football 2000 


returns with a long-term deal in place. Van- 
derjagt is on the short list of the AFC’s top 
kickers along with Miami's Olindo Mare. He 
led the league in scoring last season with 121 
points and showed amazing accuracy, nailing 
25-of-27 attempts. 

Wilkins had a subpar second professional 
season after a tremendous rookie campaign as 
a kick returner. 

A concussion suffered in the preseason 
appeared to slow Wilkins down somewhat, 
but coaches believe he'll return to form this 
season. 


| defensive Back In The Day 
The Cols drafted Epi¢ Dickerson 
three safeties and — E¥¢ Dickerson left the 
chances are one of them will be NFL as one of the great- B. 


the team’s opening-day starter 
alongside Chad Cota. 


Second-round pick Idrees 


Bashir from Memphis is the Rams, Indianapolis 
most likely candidate, but will Colts, Atlanta Falcons » 
have to adapt quickly to the | and Oakland Raiders. 
Colts’ defensive scheme. Cory Dickerson, who retired 


est runners of his era, 
rushing for 13,259 yards 
for four different teams 
— the Los Angeles 


Bird comes from a winning 
program at Virginia Tech and 
could contribute. 

Jeff Burris returns at corner- 
back, but will be flanked by 
someone other than the 
released Tyrone Poole. 
Mustafah Muhammad — or 
David Macklin are the most 
likely choices at the other cor- 
ner, unless the Colts make a 
summer free-agent signing. 


specialists 
Punter Hunter Smith was 
arguably the Colts’ most 


improved player in 2000. Smith 
struggled as a rookie, but 
turned things around last sea- 
son by improving his net aver- 
age nearly five yards per kick. 
Kicker Mike Vanderjagt 


in 1993, was part of one 
of the biggest trades in 
NFL history — a three- . 

sy Sa ne 
Comelius Bennett to the Buffalo Bills. 

Before Edgerrin James did it in 1999, Dickerson was the 
only Colt other than Alan Ameche in 1955 to win an NFL rush- 
ing title. Dickerson was the rushing champ in 1989 with 
1,311 yards. He also had his franchise record of 1,659 rush- 
ing yards, set in 1988, broken by Edgerrin James in 2000. 

lt was as a Ram that Dickerson made his biggest impact. 
He holds the NFL's single-season rushing record with 2,105 
yards and led the team to the 1985 NFC Championship 
game. 

Dickerson currently lives in Los Angeles and is involved in 
several business interests. He is also back in the game as a 
sideline reporter for Monday Night Football, though that may 
not last. 

Current residence: Los Angeles, Calif, 

Shining Moment: Becoming the first Indianapolis-era Colt 
player elected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame, in 2000, 
Darkest Hour: He eamed largely horrible reviews during his 
first season as a high-profile sideline reporter for Monday 
Night Football. 

Today's Market Value: $4.7 million 
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SURGEON GENERAL WARNING: 
Tobacco Use Increases The Risk Of 
Infertility, Stillbirth, And Low Birth Weight. 


Suen TOM EE CTR ES 
x] AGA aN sae Dat 


T JUST DOESN'T GET ANY SWEETER THAN THIS. 


WHW.SWISHER COM 


20 F 
LITTLE GTERED 


/ 
KING EQcARS By Ay 


Head Coach: Jim Mora (NFL Record: 119-102) 
Offensive Coordinator: Tom Moore RESULTS 
Defensive Coordinator: Vic Fangio 27-14 W at Kansas City 78,357 
31-38 iL Oakland 56,769 
ce NAME POS HT WI EXP COLLEGE f 4334 Ww Jacksonville 56,816 
58 resage 630315 tT Wertileas| 9, 18-16 oW at Buffalo 72,617 
nf mata pete! fate ie | ae24. at New England 60,292 
oe . a] ' 2 <0 m4 A vor 
26 Blevins, Tory (FR) DB 60" 165 3 Kansas STA ie sente Spats 
92 Bratthe, Chad OE 65° 275 7 Enstemty | 20-23 W New England 56,828 
42° Brooks, Rodegs 0B S10" 181 3 wp J 30-48 W Detroit 36,974 
20 Burris, Jeff 08 60° 19 7 hotre Dame 24-27 L at Chicago 66,944 
64 Chester Larry oT 62" 310 3 Terngie 23-15 W New York Jets 56,657 
UN Grambiian Py PANO Oregon 24-26 L at Green Bay 59,869 
giclee pea bES Golo e itunle | [CS UM Miami 56,935 
ee ea has WS RES, UR pon f 27-27 ok at New York Jets 78,138 
63 Giert, Ben G 6s 316 1 Ono Ss. J 44-20 W Buffalo 56,671 
78 Genn. Tak T 6S 335 4 California 20-13 W at Miami 73,884 
51 Glover, Phi WW Sil" 241 2 Utah 31-10 Minnesota 56,672 
Edgerrin James 30 Gordon, Lennox RB Sil" 201 2 —NewMexco I posreracon 
84 Green, EG. WR Sii° 190 3 Ronda St : 
Oo t id th H ddle 88 Harrison, Marvin WR 60° 181 5 Syracuse 17-23. L at Miami 73,193 
u Si e Ee u 14 Hobert, Btysoe il) OS 63° ZW § Washington LEADERS 
79 Holsey, Bernard DE 62" 28 5 Dune ep Sane ree 
Edge has th 1 insey, Trexor WR 6O" 183 4 Nevada | Passing: Peyton Manning, 571357-4.413.15, 33 TDs 
ge has the edge Over the past two sea | 73 jackson. Woy —«G-«B'Z" 315.3 Wegria Tech | Rushing: Edzernn James ic 
sons, Edgerrin James has more 100-plus-yard | 32 jones, Edger RB 60 216 2 Mimi 
rushing games than any other NFL back. James’ | 62. scenson, Eis OF 62° 28 6 Fords 
19 100-yard games lead Dallas’ Emmitt Smith | 46 Kew, bene TE 64" 2630 1 Michigan Se 
(15), Minnesota's Robert Smith (12) and Jack- se Kigrt, Std is as a . rpms 5 
‘ S King Shawn € ‘3° 200 ULNlonroe 
sonville's Fred Taylor (12), 28 Mackin, Davi pa 59° 195 1 Peon St 
Prime time The Colts were better than aver- | 18 Moning. Peyton ge 65° 20 3 Tennessee 
age in their two Monday Night Football appear- | 43 McOcugnl Kewn BSI 242 Cora 
ances last season. The Colts were 2-0 on | 76 McMinney Stew) G 64" B2 3 Tenas ALM 
Mond. Ni j 73. Meadows, Adan T 65° 25 4 Gengia 
“e sad ent In 2000 with two resounding 65 Miler, Brandon oF 6° 29 1 Gecigja 
wins: a 43-14 rout of Jacksonville and a [55 4. 2. 
Moore, Larry (R) G462= N23 ByU 
44-20 romp over Buffalo. 94 Morris, Rob iB 62 250 1 BYU RE NAr OS 
Give ‘em six James and receiver Marvin Har- | 31 Msonmoc, Mustash 08 510° 180 2 Fresnost. |f TO4d! Fst Downs 2 ae 
fison combined for more touchdowns (32) than | 2 Metow,Cusie SOT) we Passing 213 rie 
; % Pathoo, Jeone t 6 187 463 shingson 4 
13 NFL teams in 2000. James had 18 touch- Petes Chelation OT 6a 30. 4 shaves Penalty 33 24 
downs and Harrison 14. 52 Peterson, bike iB Br 235 2 Fonda | 3rd Down: Made/Att 94/201 84/217 
Magic number The Colts are 10-1 when Robinson, Roderick «QB G'2" 233 «1 Ak Pine Bad 3rd Down Pct. 46.8 38.7 
James rushes for 100 or more yards and Harri- | St Polar Mecus(U) TE 64" 252 6 Bradiey | 4th Down: Made/Att 9/10 10/14 
a5 61 eres, Reb oT 61° X6 14 Michigan 4th Down Pct. 90.0 714 
son hes 100 OF haa yas LeOgNay- 63 Saturday, Jef! C 62° 295 2 NorthCactra ff Possession Avg. 29:33 30:27 
Lucky 13 Kicker Mike Vanderjagt has | 99 Scot Brad DE 63" 277 2 Penn St. ff Total Net Yards 6,141 5,357 
reclaimed No. 13. Vanderjagt has worn the No. | 39  Shiekls, Paul RB Gl" 238 2 Avzona Avg. Per Game 383.8 334.8 
12 for the length of his Colts career because 13 | +7 ve Hunter as 7a 2 NoweDame § Avg. Per Play 6.0 5.3 
was taken by former backup quarterback Kelly | %% 5% 45" deter a Baylor It Net Yards Rushing 1,859 1,935 
Holcomb, who is now a Cleveland Brown, Van | SS" Sh eae oe el) me Reccame 116.2 120.9 
; S : : 13 Yarceryagl, Mike K 65" 210 a Vegria Avg. Per Attem 43 4.3 
derjagt wore No, 13 throughout high school, cok | 53° Washiggon Mans 8 63 M7 1 Auburn A Rushes 435 AAG 
ee at West Virginia and a short stint in the 3 — Le * 3a i 2 ee Net Yards Passing 4,282 3,422 
: a6 Wile , : mene Avg, Per Game 267.6 213.9 
Lion's share Of 393 rushing attempts by Colts i peccoblenad Non banat back Mer Net Avg. Per Att. 7.5 6.5 
dally ie ai season, alee Sa 387 | in)— jestictos tree agents a8 cf May 1 poseeg bar Lost se Tey 
times. Lenox Gordon was second on the team : é 9 
with four carries. Jim Finn and Karim Abdul-Jab- CLES. |S BIA/S57 peat 
har had oneeach Compietion Pet. 62.5 59.8 
Had intercepted 15 14 
Hide haiobce pace eet 
enalties/Yards 89/866 103/58. 
OFFENSE aga Kyo Fumbles/Bail Lost 20/14 16/8 
Touchdowns 50 37 
Marvin Harrison 92 Chad Bratzke Rushing 14 13 
Marcus Pollard 62 Ellis Johnson Passing 33 22 


Tarik Glenn Christian Peter Misc 3 
Steve McKinney 96 Shawn King SCORING BY PERIODS § Qi Q2 Q3 Q4 OT PIS 
Jeff Saturday Marcus Washington Colts 73117 84 155 0 429 
Larry Moore Rob Morris Opponent 52106 86 82 0 326 
Adam Meadows Mike Peterson Tumovers: Takeaways Giveaways 

Ken Dilger Jeff Burris Int. Fum, Total Int. Fum. Total Diff. 
Reggie Wayne : Mustafah Muhammad Indianapolis 44 8 22 15 14 2 7 
Peyton Manning Chad Cota RED ZONE 

Edgerrin James idrees Bashir Att. Pts. ‘TD. 
Mike Vanderjagt Hunter Smith Offense 53 276 «232 


Defense 51 242 28 


lineup 


projected 
starting 


Personne! changes made after May 1 may not be refiected. 
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he 2000 Miami Dolphins proved 

there is life after Dan Marino after all, 

But even by finishing 11-5 and win- 
ning their first AFC East title since 1994, 
the Dolphins still got stomped in the second 
round of the playoffs for the third consecu- 
tive season. In hopes of taking the next step, 
Miami entered the off-season focused on 
upgrading an erratic offense and re-signing 
its top young players. 

The Dolphins appear to have succeeded on both accounts, 
adding wide receiver James McKnight (Dallas) and Dedric 
Ward (Jets), quarterback Ray Lucas (New York Jets) and right 
guard Todd Perry (Chicago) via free agency while also inking 
cornerback Patrick Surtain, weak-side linebacker Derrick 
Rodgers and kicker Olindo Mare to multiyear contract exten- 
sions. 

“I would consider us the (division) favorites because we are 
the defending AFC East champions,” Surtain says. “We have 
most of our players back, so we should do the same thing come 
next year. 


quarterbacks 


Dolphins coach Dave Wannstedt has publicly backed Jay 
Fiedler as his starter. However, the Lucas signing and the team’s 
courting of Seattle's Matt Hasselbeck and Denver's Gus 
Frerotte indicate there are doubts about whether Fiedler is the 
long-term answer. 

In his first year as an NFL starter, Fiedler led the Dolphins 
to a division tide. But after suffering a torn left rotator cuff and 
a slightly separated right shoulder, Fiedler went in the tank 
with 11 interceptions in Miami's final five games. 

Fiedler will need to stay healthy and make better decisions 
to hold off Lucas, who was signed away from the Jets as a 
restricted free agent. Lucas was 6-3 as a starter in 1999 — 
including two victories over Miami — and has the mobility 
offensive coordinator Chan Gailey wants in his system. 


2000: 11-5 2001 Draft 


Additions 

QB Ray Lucas 

WR James McKnight 
G_ Todd Perry 

T Marcus Spriggs 
WR Dedric Ward 


Losses 


DE Trace Armstrong 


CB Wisconsin 
Wisconsin 
Florida State 
Syracuse 
Alabama 

LSU 

Oklahoma 
UAB 

Colorado State 


1 Jamar Fletcher 
2 Chris Chambers WR 
3 Travis Minor RB 
3 Morlon Greenwood LB 
5 Shawn Draper T 

6 Brandon Winey T 

6 Josh Heupel QB 
6 Otis Leverette DE 
6 Rick Crowell LB 


G Kevin Donnalley 


QB Damon Huard 

LB Larry Izzo 

RB J.J. Johnson 

LB Robert Jones 

S_ Brock Marion 

WR Tony Martin 

WR Leslie Shepherd 
CB Terrance Shaw 
RB Thurman Thomas 
T Richmond Webb 


2001 Prediction 
3rd AFC East 


Impact 

Kudos to the Dolphins for upgrading at 
wide receiver while also re-signing Der- 
rick Rodgers, Patrick Surtain and Olindo 
Mare to multi-year deals. Although 
replacing Armstrong and Marion is a 
challenge, the key to success will be 
whether Miami can find stability at quar- 
terback. Fletcher, Chambers, Minor and 
Greenwood could be playing Sept. 9 
against Tennessee. 
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The battle for the third-string spot pits vet- 
eran Mike Quinn against sixth-round pick 
Josh Heupel, who led Oklahoma to the 2000 
national championship. 


running backs 


Marino might have stuck around had he 
known tailback Lamar Smith would enjoy a 
breakthrough season. Smith's tough between- 
the-tackles rushing style resulted in the most productive cam- 
paign (1,139 yards) for a Dolphins running back in 22 seasons. 
Smith, though, tired at the end of last season and would be 
well-served by reporting to training camp lighter than last year. 

J.J. Johnson, the projected starter entering the 2000 season, 
was released in the off-season, Autry Denson and 2001 third- 
round choice Travis Minor will compete for playing time as 
Miami's third-down back. 

At fullback, 1999 second-round draft pick Rob Konrad 
greatly upgraded his blocking from his rookie season but 
didn’t get as many receiving chances as expected. The Dolphins 
hope that second-year backup Deon Dyer's pass-catching skills 
someday match his blocking prowess. 


receivers 
The Dolphins signed McKnight and Ward to add the speed 


that was sorely lacking in their receiving corps last season. 

“They wanted me to come in and be able to stretch the 
field,” says McKnight, who caught 52 passes for 926 yards and 
two touchdowns last season in Dallas. “Hopefully, I can fill the 
gap there.” 

Oronde Gadsden and Ward will compete for the other start- 
ing position. Gadsden had a career-high 56 receptions last sea- 
son but his productivity dropped late in the year when he 
began receiving more frequent double-teams. Ward, who had 
a breakthrough season in 2000, was signed because of concerns 
that O.J. McDuffie's toe problems may be career-threatening. 
The Dolphins added at third speedster in second-round pick 
Chris Chambers. 

Starting tight end Hunter Goodwin isn't much of a 
receiver, but he is a fierce blocker. Backup Jed Weaver 
developed into a clutch target for Fiedler at season's end, 
while Dolphins coaches believe Alonzo Mayes is ready for 
a breakthrough year. 


offensive linemen 

New offensive line coach Tony Wise has some talent to 
work with. Center Tim Ruddy blossomed in his seventh 
NEL season, landing his first Pro Bowl berth as an alter- 
nate, and will be the unit's senior member with left tackle 
Richmond Webb heading out the door. 

The Dolphins believe Brent Smith, a backup his firse 
three NFL seasons, deserves the chance to show whether 
he can become a full-time starter in Webb's place. Smith 
will compete against free-agent pickup Marcus Briggs. 

If Mark Dixon can avoid injuries for a second consecu- 
tive season, the Dolphins have one of the AFC’s better left 
guards. Right tackle Todd Wade was a consensus all-rookie 
selection in 2000 and should be even better with another 
year of experience. The Dolphins opted not to re-sign 
Donnalley in favor of Perry, who was part of Wannstedt’s 
original draft class with the Bears in 1993. 
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defensive linemen 


Believe it or not, a unit that helped produce 
48 sacks — Miami's highest total since 1983 
— may be even better this year. 

The Dolphins will miss end Trace Arm- 
strong, who recorded 16.5 sacks and provided 
veteran leadership. But Miami coaches believe 
Kenny Mixon and/or Lorenzo Bromell can 
help fill chat role. Mixon, the starting left end, 
has shed 15 pounds from his 280-pound 
frame in hopes of gaining pass-rushing speed. 
Bromell had 13 sacks in his first wwo years, but 
didnt receive playing time until late last sea- 
son because of injuries, 

The emergence of Mixon or Bromell will 
take some of the heat off Jason Taylor, who 
was brilliant in a 14.5-sack season. Just as 
impressive, Taylor held up against the run 
despite being undersized at 255 pounds. 

The Dolphins are set at defensive tackle 
with run-stuffing specialist Tim Bowens and 
Daryl Gardener, who should be fully recov- 
ered from back surgery that forced him to 
miss six games last season, 


linebackers 
Like Gardener, Zach Thomas played 
through pain for much of the 2000 season. 
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Although he was selected to the Pro 
Bowl for a second straight year, 
Thomas never fully recovered from a 
severely sprained right ankle suffered 
in September. Having a healthy 
Thomas and Gardener will improve a 
run defense that sagged in their 
absence. 

Weak-side linebacker Derrick 
Rodgers finally began to emerge as a 
difference-maker deep into his third 
NEL season and was signed to a four- 
year, $10 million contract extension. 

Strong-side linebacker is a concern, 
as three-year starter Robert Jones was 
released after refusing to take a pay 
cut. If the Dolphins are unable to add 
a quality veteran before the start of 
training camp, Scott Galyon and 
Twan Russell will battle for the start- 
ing spot. Galyon is coming off knee 
surgery that landed him on injured 
reserve for much of last season. 


| defensive backs 


This unit is the strength of a very 
good defense. The Dolphins have two 
of the NFL's best cornerbacks — Sur- 
tain and Sam Madison 
— locked into long- 
term deals. 

Madison must 
reduce his penalties from last 
season, but many are a symp- 
tom of playing aggressive man 
coverage in Miami's defensive 
scheme. Teams trying to avoid 
Madison wont find it any easier 
against Surtain, who also is tal- 
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2000 Revisited 


The Prophecy: “This is a make-or-break 
season for (wide receiver) Yatil Green.” 
The Lie: “The darkhorse candidate to 
Start (at quarterback) is Jim Drucken- 
miller, a former first-round pick, who 
spent last year on the bench.” 

—Athion Sports Pro Football 2000 


specialists 


Mare’s six-year, $12 million contract exten- 
sion makes him the first kicker in NFL his- 
tory to average $2 million a season. That puts 
him under additional pressure to maintain his 
high performance level in 2001. 

Punter Matt Turk is expected to improve 
upon an up-and-down 2000 season. Turk was 
forced to deal with the cancer-related illness 
and later death of his brother and best friend, 
Dan. 

The Dolphins were wise to re-sign tight end 
Ed Perry, who is an excellent long snapper. 

The Dolphins hope second-year pro Ben 
Kelly can emerge as the return threat he was 
at the University of Colorado. Kelly only 
played in two games his rookie season before 
being placed on injured reserve with a knee 
injury. He may also contribute as a dime cor- 
nerback. 


Back In The Day 


Nick Buoniconti 


In August, Buoniconti 
become the first 
member of Miami's leg- 
endary “NoName De- 
fense” inducted into the 
Pro Football 


Hall of 


ented enough to cover slot 
receivers in Miami's nickel 
packages. 

Wisconsin's Jamar Fletcher 
was drafted in the first round to 
replace Terrance Shaw and Jerry 
Wilson at nickel cornerback. 

Brian Walker, cut by the Dol- 
phins during the 1999 presea- 
son, surprised everyone by 
grabbing a team-high seven 
interceptions. Walker has addi- 
tional motivation this season, as 
he is set to become an unre- 
stricted free agent in 2002. 

Ex-New York Jets starter 
Kevin Williams, ex-Buffalo 
reserve Daryl Porter and sec- 
ond-year players Arturo Free- 
man and Trent Gamble will 
compete to replace Pro Bowl 
free safety Brock Marion, who 
was not re-signed. 
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Although undersized 
for a linebacker at just 
220 pounds, Buoniconti § 
provided fiery leadership §f 
and savvy for the 1972 
Dolphins squad that 
compiled the only perfect season in NFL history. 

Following his NFL career, Buoniconti was head of tobacco 
and pharmaceutical companies and now serves as an ana: 
lyst on HBO's “Inside the NFL” show. Buoniconti also is the 
fundraising head for the Miami Project to Cure Paralysis, 
which was formed when his son, Marc, suffered a debilitat- 
ing spinal injury during a college football game. 

Career: 183 games played, 32 interceptions, 2 touchdowns, 
863 tackles. 

Pro Bowls: 2, pius six AFL All-Star games. 

Known for: Aggressive play, coverage skills. 

Best season: 1972, 

Shining moment: Intercepting a Billy Kilmer pass and 
returning it 32 yards to set up a TD in Miami's 14-7 victory 
over Washington in Super Bowl Vil that preserved a perfect 
season. 

Darkest hour: Learning his son, Marc, was paralyzed while 
playing football for The Citadel in 1985. 


Today's market value: $4.05 million average a year. 
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Zach Thomas 


Outside the Huddle 


Closers wanted The Dolphins must learn how 
to finish the season strong to procure a first- 
round playoff bye. Miami hasn't finished better 
than 2-2 in the final four games of the regular 
season since 1995. 


Vinny and the Jets Another goal for the Dol- 
phins will be finding a way to defeat the New 
York Jets, The Dolphins have lost six consecu- 
tive games to the Jets, squandering a 23-point 
fourth-quarter lead last season in a 40-37 over- 
time loss. 


Thanks, Dave After leading the Dolphins to an 
11-5 record and AFC East title in his first sea- 
son as head coach, Dave Wannstedt was given 
a one-year contract extension. Wannstedt's deal 
now runs through the 2003 season. 


Diminishing returns Although ex-coach Jimmy 
Johnson deserves credit for drafting seven of 
Miami's 11 defensive starters, only three mem- 
bers of his final class in 1999 remain on the 
team's current roster: tailback J.J. Johnson, full- 
back Rob Konrad and defensive tackle Jermaine 
Haley. 

Bridesmaids Miami and Minnesota are the 
only teams to have reached the playoffs each of 
the past four seasons. Neither team has made 
it to a Super Bowl in that stretch. 


On target Olindo Mare enters the 2001 sea- 
son just .11 percentage points behind Green 
Bay's Ryan Longwell for the NFL's all-time accu- 
racy record for field goals. Mare has made 117- 
of-140 attempts, which translates to a clip of 
83.6 percent. 


OFFENSE 


James McKnight 
Mark Dixon 
Brent Smith 

Tim Ruddy 

Todd Perry 

Todd Wade 
Hunter Goodwin 


lineup 


cs Oronde Gadsden 
2 oO Jay Fiedler 

o = Lamar Smith 

oO 

— te Rob Konrad 
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NO NAME 


62 Andersen, Jason () 
60 Bock, John (Ui) 
SS Bowens, Tim 
91 Bromel, Lorenzo 
53 Cesario, Artery 
Cousin, Terry 
21 Denson, Ary 
63 Dion, Mark 
33° Dyer, Deon 
9 Fiedler, Jay 
27 Freeman, Arturo 
58 Galyon, Scott 
42. Garbie, Trent 
92. Gardener, Daryl 
83° Goodwin, Hunter 
97 Grant, Emest 
75 Gregory, Darnian 
34 Holey, kermaine 
7 Henson, Chris 
30 Hanis, Jeff 
48 Hefinar-Uddaird, Brody 
51 Hendricks, Tommy 
66 Irwin, Heath 
35 Kelly, Ben 
44 Konrmt, Rob 
Lucas, Ray 
23 Madson Sam 
10 Mare, Oirdo 
46 Mayes, Alonzo 
81 MeDutfie, OJ. 
McKnight, James 
79° Mixon, Kenny 
6B Opien, eff 
90 Oprieye, Atendie 
89 Perry, Ed 
Perry, Todd 
Porter, Daryl 
4 Quinn, Mke 
59 Rodgers, Derrick 
61 Ractdy, Tin 
56 Russel, Twan 
15 Savage, Damon 
74 Senith, Brent 
26 Smith, Umar 
Spriggs, Marcus 
Surtain, Patrick 
Tayfor, Jason {U) 
Thomas, Lamar {U} 
Thomas, Zach 
Turk, Matt 
Wade, Tod 
Walker, Brian 
Ward, Deane 
Weaver, Jed 
Witlans, Kevin L, 
Wilson, Jerry (U) 
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Dave Wannstedt (NFL Record: 53-63) 
Chan Gailey 
Jim Bates 


| 


Byu 

bxdana St. 

Ole Miss 
Gemson 
Colorado St 
South Caroling 
Notre Dame 
Virginia 

North Carolina 
Dartrouth 
South Carolina 
Winston Satem St. 
Terressee 
Wyorning 

Baylor 

Texas A&M 

Ai Pire Blatt 
inos & 

Bate Col. CALLE} 
Morstall 


DEFENSE 


{U) ~ urwestricted free agerts as of May 3 
(F) ~restrictes tree agerts 25 of May 1 


Kenny Mixon 
Tim Bowens 


Daryl Gardener 


Jason Taylor 
Derrick Rodgers 
Zach Thomas 
Scott Galyon 


Patrick Surtain 


Sam Madison 
Brian Walker 
Arturo Freeman 


Matt Turk 


Personnel changes made after May 1 may not be refiectad. 
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RESULTS 

23-0 W Seattle 

713 =k at Minnesota 

19-6 W Baltimore 

10-3 W New England 
31-16 W at Cincinnati 
22-13 W Buffalo 
37-40 iL at New York Jets 
28-20 W Green Bay 

23-8 W at Detroit 

17-7 W at San Diego 

3-20 iL New York Jets 
17-14 W at Indianapolis 

33-6 OW at Buffalo 
13-16 «iL Tampa Bay 
13-20 L Indianapolis 
27-24 W at New England 


Indianapolis 
at Oakland 


LEADERS 
Passing: Jay Fiedler, 357-204-2,402-14, 14 TDs 


2000 Team Stats 


72,949 
64,112 
73,464 
73,344 
61,535 
73,901 
78,389 
73,740 
77,813 
56,896 
74,320 
56,935 
73,002 
74,307 
73,884 
60,292 


Rushing: Lamar Smith, 309 att., 1,139 yds,, 14 TDs 


Receiving: Oronde Gadsden, 56 rec.. 786 y 
L 28/31 FGs, 33/34 Ps 


Punting: Matt Turk, 92 punts, 42.1 avg. 


Kickoff Ret.: Brock Marion, 22 ret., 23.3 avg. 


Punt Ret.: Jeff Ogden, 19 ret., 17,0 avg. 
Tackles: Brock Marion, 109, 85 solo 


Sacks: Trace Armstro 
Interceptions: Brian ¥ 


Total First Downs 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
3rd Down: Made/Att 
3rd Down Pct. 
4th Down: Made/Att 
4th Down Pct. 
Possession Avg. 
Total Net Yards 
Avg. Per Game 
Avg. Per Play 
Net Yards Rushing 
Avg. Per Game 
Avg. Per Attempt 
Total Rushes 
Net Yards Passing 
Avg. Per Game 
Net Avg. Per Att. 
Sacked/Yards Lost 
Gross Yards 
Att./Completions 
Completion Pct. 
Had intercepted 
Punts /Average 
Penalties/Yards 
Fumbles/Ball Lost 
Touchdowns 
Rushing 
Passing 
Misc 
SCORING BY PERIODS 


Dolphins 
Opponent 


. 7 tor BO yds. 


16.5 


ds.. 6 TDs 


MIAMI . 
251 289 
104 92 
122 156 
25 41 

75/244 70/211 

35.0 33.2 
4/6 8/15 
66.7 53.3 

30:43 29:17 

4,461 4,636 

278.8 289.8 
47 47 

1,894 1,736 

118.4 108.5 
3.8 4.2 
496 417 

2,567 2,900 

160.4 181.3 
6.1 §.5 

28/153 48/270 

2,720 3,170 

421/243 530/282 

57.7 53.2 

17 28 
92/42,1 87/406 
115/920 86/793 

12/9 30/13 
34 23 
16 3 
15 13 

3 1 
Qi Q2 Q3 Qs OT PTS 
67109 90 57 0 323 
50 57 3 226 


Turnovers: Takeaways Giveaways 
Int. Fum. Total Int. Fum. Total Diff. 


Miami 28 413 


RED ZONE 


41 17 


Att. Pts. TD. 
Offense 46 222 25 


Defense 33 
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The defending AFC East Champion Miami Dolphins are 
loaded with talent and primed for a run at the Super 

Bowl this season. And Dolphin Digest is the best way 
to follow them back to the top! 


For 30 years, Dolphin Digest has offered the most 
comprehensive coverage available on the Miami 
Dolphins. Published weekly August to January, plus 
four special offseason issues, you get 24 big issues in all! 


e Game Coverage ° Action Photos 
° Top Columnists ° Previews & Rosters 
e Player Features « Cheerleaders 


An exclusive column by head coach 
Dave Wannstedt 
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New England Patni 


ill Belichick has certainly impressed 

the boss this off-season. Given a 

budget for free agents, Belichick 
signed 11 unrestricted free-agents for the 
price of, oh, one big-name guy? 

Attaboy, Bill. 

Still recovering from a 5-11 debut as 
Patriots coach last season, Belichick has con- 
tinued to cut and paste. He added what he 
calls “depth and veteran leadership” in cheapies like offensive 
linemen Joe Panos and Mike Compton; wide receivers Bert 
Emanuel and David Patten; quarterback Damon Huard; line- 
backers Mike Vrabel and Larry Izzo; defensive lineman 
Anthony Pleasant; cornerback Terrance Shaw and. fullback 
Mare Edwards. 

“Depth was the biggest concern we had after the season, 
and I think we've addressed that in large part, plus adding 
leadership. We lost a few close games that we hope to turn 
into our favor. The work isn’t done yet, but we've made great 
strides from what this team looked like a year ago,” Belichick 
says. 

One man’s hamburger is another's filet mignon, we guess. 

Assistant personnel director Scott Pioli, who is Bill Parcells’ 
son-in-law, says the Patriots are looking for a “bigger, faster, 
stronger team’ in 2001. He said good players “aren't measured 
by their paycheck.” 

For the sake of Patriots fans, we hope not. 


quarterbacks 


After trade rumors subsided, and stalled contract talks 
resumed, Drew Bledsoe became $103 million richer over the 
next 10 years and his Patriotism is intact for the rest of his 
career. Love him or hate him, he’s the quarterback. 

Bledsoe, often considered a stiff, slow quarterback, greatly 
improved his mobility in 2000, and was hoping to add new 
wrinkles this season. Yes, he still needs great protection, but he 
continually proves his arm strength and leadership on the field, 


2000: 5-11 2002 Draft 


1 Richard Seymour DT 
2 Matt Light T 
3 Brock Williams 

4 Kenyatta Jones 

4 Jabari Holloway 

5 Hakim Akbar 

6 Arther Love 

6 Leonard Myers 

7 Owen Pochman 

7 T.J Turner 


Additions 

OL Mike Compton 
FB Mare Edwards 
WR Bert Emanuel 
QB Damon Huard 
LB Larry |zzo 

G Joe Panos 

WR David Patten 

DE Anthony Pleasant 
CB Terrance Shaw 
LB Mike Vrabel 
Losses 

LT Bruce Armstrong 
DT Chad Eaton 

LB Marc Megna 

DL Brandon Mitchell 
RB Harold Shaw 

LB Chris Slade 

DT Henry Thomas 
S Larry Whigham 


2001 Prediction 
5th AFC East 


Impact 
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The Patriots feel they've taken steps to 
improve depth through free agency and 
the draft. But where’s 
player? They selected 10 players, and 
not one of them was a receiver or a run- 
ning back, two primary needs in Bled- 
soe’s arsenal. After a questionable 
draft record in Cleveland, Belichick left 
more questions after this performance. 


the impact 
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last year playing with a broken right thumb. 

This is also the second straight year he's 
had the same offensive system, after having to 
learn six new ones in his first eight years. 

The Patriots added veteran depth with 
Huard, who replaces John Friesz as the 
backup. Michael Bishop and Tom Brady are 
still in the mix. 


running backs 


The story of Robert Edwards’ comeback is brewing, but will 
it capture its full favor or stop a litde short? Edwards was run- 
ning fast, leaping and cutting after a long two-year rehabilita- 
tion of his right reconstructed knee, Most doctors said he'd 
never play again. Edwards is ready to test the knee in training 
camp. 

Beyond this miracle, the Patriots, who went their 15th 
consecutive season without running for four yards per carry 
as a team, may give J.R. Redmond another chance to be an 
every-down back. Kevin Faulk is waiting in the wings, and 
the Patriots always hint that Patrick Pass is a diamond in the 
rough. 

Adding the veteran Edwards to the fullback mix should 
improve lead blocking and provide an outlet for Bledsoe on 
short passes. 


. 

receivers 
Terry Glenn (79) and Troy Brown (83) combined for 162 

catches, which is fine, but a third receiver was never estab- 
lished out of a poor selection of players. The Patriots did sign 

Emanuel and Patten, a couple of journeymen who need to res- 

urrect their respective careers, while third-year disappoint- 

ment Tony Simmons was getting a chance to refine his skills 
in NFL Europe. 
What the Patriots really miss is the deep threat, the guy who 

could extend the field like Shawn Jefferson once did. 

Though Brown became a starter for the first time, many 
believe he's still best suited as a third receiver who can run 
from the slot. He has become Bledsoe’s “go-to” guy in the 
absence of a tight end. 

The Patriots will start the 2001 season showing a lot of 
faith in Jermaine Wiggins, a Jet reject, who caught 12 
passes in the final four games of the season. 


offensive linemen 

The Patriots have cut their ties with six-time Pro Bowl 
tackle Bruce Armstrong, apparently for real. 

The question now becomes, will Adrian Klemm now 
become their cornerstone left tackle? The second-round 
pick out of Hawaii left that question very much in doubt 
after missing all of training camp and half the season with 
knee surgery. Will he and right tackle Greg Robinson- 
Randall be the future of the offensive line while protecting 
the slow-footed Bledsoe? Or what about draft pick Matt 
Light? The Patriots have many bodies to chose from. Vet- 
erans Max Lane and Grant Williams are also tackles, 
though Lane has played some guard, The guard spots are 
wide open between Panos, Compton, Lane, Joe Andruzzi 
and Sale Isaia. 

The only set spot appears to be center where Damien 
Woody, entering his third year, could soon emerge as a Pro 
Bowler. 
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Willie McGinest 


defensive linemen 
Losing Henry Thomas, Chad Eaton and 


Brandon Mitchell to either salary cap cuts or 
failed negotiations left the Patriots slim in the 
middle of the field. This was definitely an area 
needing upgrade, and draft pick Richard Sey- 
mour should help provide it. 

The Patriots were pleased with last season's 
bargain basement pickup at end, Bobby 
Hamilton, but need much more production 
from former All-Pro end/linebacker Willie 
McGinest, who should be their impact player 
on defense. 

The Patriots sacked the quarterback only 
29 times last season, a real problem for the 
secondary, which often had to maintain cov- 
erage far too long. Look for Belichick to stay 
with a 3—4 defense, but to make it work, he 
needs a big man in the middle, and he just 
doesn’t have it. 

Greg Spires, an undersized pass rusher, tied 
McGinest with the team lead with six sacks a 
year ago. He'll continue in that role. 


linebackers 


The biggest change is the loss of Chris 
Slade, an eight-year veteran who was cut for 
salary cap and performance reasons over the 
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winter, He's being replaced by Vrabel, 
the former Steeler, who never broke 
into Pittsburgh's starting lineup. The 
Patriots feel they will be tougher with 
Vrabel on the outside along with 
dependable Tedy Bruschi on the other 
side. 

Ted Johnson, who can be a domi- 
nating middle linebacker when 
healthy, may not be as effective if the 
Patriots cant get a big guy or two up 
front to tie up blockers so he can 
make plays. 

Johnson may get some help from 
Andy Katzenmoyer, who will return 
from neck disk surgery, but has yet to 
show the promise he once had at 
Ohio State. The Patriots are likely to 
use Rob Holmberg and Larry Izzo as 
backups. There was still talk of bring- 
ing veteran Bryan Cox into the mix 
after June 1. 


defensive backs 


Strong safety Lawyer Milloy 


remains the most dependable player 


Back In The Day 


on defense and the blood 
and guts of the unit. 
Milloy led the team in 
= tackles for the second 
4 2 straight year, and he rat- 
tles the core of every 
running back and receiver who 
comes near him. 

Milloy possesses the kind of 
toughness that Belichick is try- 
ing to instill in the rest of his 
secondary. Tebucky Jones 
appears to have settled into the 
starting free safety spot, but 
he'll get competition from Matt 
Stevens, another big hitter, 

The left corner spot belongs 
to former All-Pro Ty Law, who 
must begin to embrace the team 
zone style of play in the sec- 
ondary, rather than the man-to- 
man that he prefers. He's still a 
fine player, but being caught 
with the illegal drug ecstasy on 
the American-Canadian border 
last December has done noth- 
ing for his image. 

The right corner spot 
remains unsettled, but veterans 
Otis Smith and Terrance Shaw 
will likely battle for playing 


committee. 


i a 
2000 Revisited 

The Prophecy: “The hope is that new 
offensive coordinator Charlie Weis will 
stop the bleeding and return (Drew) Bled- 
soe to the MVP-like statistics that he had 
the first half of last season.” 
The Lie: “It will be superior coaching, 
great defense and an accent on youth 
that will define the 2000 Patriots.” 

—Athlon Sports Pro Football 2000 


should continue in their roles. Johnson, 
entering his 17th year, will get competition 
from Brad Costello. 

Vinatieri has scored 100 or more points in 
each of his first five seasons, making him 
only one of three players to do so in the his- 
tory of the game. 

The Patriots should be bolstered by cover- 
man Izzo, an All-Pro, who left the Dolphins 
as an unrestricted free agent. He replaces 
another former All-Pro Larry Whigham, who 
was cut. 

Belichick will likely stick with Brown as the 
punt returner, but may choose his kick 
returner from among Faulk, Redmond and 
Pass. 


Gino Cappelletti 
Gino Cappelletti has et 
called them like he sees 
them as color analyst for 
Patriots radio the last20 | 
years, after a three-year 
career aS an assistant 
coach on Ron Ehrhardt's 
staff from 1979-81. 

But the receiver/kicker 
of the Boston Patriots, 
who holds the AFL's all- 
time mark for points 
(1,130) may soon be 
nominated for induction into the Hall of Fame by the seniors 
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Cappelletti faces a tough challenge because Jan Stenerud 
is the only pure kicker In Canton. George Blanda made it as 
a kicker/quarterback and Lou Groza as a kicker/tackle. Cap- 
pelletti was a good receiver, too, but his 292 receptions and 
42 touchdowns don't hold a candle to the stats of the mod- 
ern receiver. But with his scoring prowess, Cappelletti 
becomes a bit more unique. He led the AFL in scoring five 
times and scored more than 100 points six times, including 
155 points in 1964 and 147 points in 1961. 

Career: 292 catches, 4,589 yards, 42 TDs, 1,130 points 

Pro Bowls: Five AFL All-Star games (1961, '63, '64, '66, '68) 
Known For: Being a fine receiver and straight-ahead kicker 
who once kicked six field goals in a game, still a team record. 
Best season: 1964, AFL Player of the Year 

Shining Moment: Scored a Patriots-record 28 points in a 


time, Dec. 18, 1965 game, and became the first Patriot to ever 
a intercept three passes in one game. 
specialists Darkest hour: The advent of Pete Gogolak and the soccer- 
Punter Lee Johnson and es te sot: Values $2.8 inikion 
placekicker Adam Vinatieri y 2 ow. 
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Roster 2000 Team Stats 


Head Coach: Bill Belichick (NFL Record: 42-56) RESULTS 
Offensive Coordinator:  Charfie Weis 
16-21 L Tampa Bay 60,292 
Defen Coordinator: Ri c. | 
pais alll acai 19-20 L _ at New York Jets 77,687 
NO NAME POS. MT EXP COULERSE Ft 513-21) Minnesota 60,292 
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75 Beadies, Terrance = -G 1 AkPreput J 28-19 W at Denver 75,684 
Bishop, Michael QB 2 Kansas St 24-16 W Indianapolis 60,292 
Biacpe be el 17-34 New York Jets 60,292 
We 0 8 23-30 L at Indianapolis 56,828 
\B aS 5 13-16 L Buffalo 60,292 
RY 35 «7 3 
1B Teer ep rsa le besc) it at Cleveland 72,618 
Compton, Miko c 298 «8 ~— West Virginia 16-13 W Cincinnati 60,292 
93 Dahon, Antico 18 20 1 Hamgton 9-34 OL at Detroit 77,923 
as fe Sit 28 2 tenga 4) 20028 Wl) = Kensea Cy 60,292 
RB 240 4 Notre Dane 17-24 L at Chicago 66,944 
Eraruel Be B ee 510" 185 : i aie 13-10 W at Buffalo 47,230 
46 T - 255 jarvard : 
Terry Glenn LB 6S" 230) «2 SWAMissouri St. 24-27 Lk Miami 60,292 
33 RB 58" 200 2 LSU 
Al George, Tony 08 ‘1° 205 2 Rorida LEADERS 
0 tside the Huddle [Ea [sid eteeida Oho St fl passing: Drew Bledsoe, 531:3123,291-13, 17 TDs 
u Sli e e u 97 Gres. Reo DI 64° 2900 3 Maboma ma ata 7 “t 
ot DE 65" 280 6 ScuthemMiss § Rushing: Kevin Faulk, 164 att., 570 yds., 4 TDs 
Telegenic Despite their 5-11 season, the | bes pe se + Maspouse It Recolving: Troy Brown, 83 rec., 944 yds., 4 TDs 
Patriots were the toprated program in the | s ip 63° 24 7 mn Kicking: Adam Vinatier|, 27/33 FGs, 25/25 Ps 
Boston market six times, and in the top three eB a 8 Ss 217 4 Washington I Punting: Lee Johnson, 89 punts, 42.7 avg. 
11 times. Patriots football beat out shows like | ' cin i Be teat 5 Kickoff Ret.: Kevin Faulk, 38 ret., 21.5 avg. 
“Who Wants to be a Millionaire, “Law and |= jasson, Outs wR S40" 190 4 teas ff Punt Ret.: Troy Brown, 39 ret., 12.9 avg. 
Order” and “60 Minutes. 0 ssi _ m eh oe : _ Tackles: Lawyer Milloy, 121, 90 solo 
No respect What a lack of respect for the | c> \yrcn ma ip 64" 255 6 Cotorado I Sacks: Wilke MeGinest, Greg Spi 
Patriots. Their season schedule includes no | 34 jones, Tetucky ba $2" 20 3 Syracuse 3 players with 2 INTs 
Monday Night games, six road games in their | 59 fezenmye, Any = 1S she ae 2 a Sif] tatorcoptions: 3 p 
first nine games and 16 consecutive games | jy [ony tilgeenie Nes NEW ENGLAND OPP. 
without a bye week which comes during the | 25 Law Ty DB Siti" 20 6 Michigan | Total First Downs 283 326 
final week of the season. That's what you get 87, Locket, Dane ne 60" 193 : byppiahioe Rushing 80 108 
jichi 55 G 6" 27 USC Passi 7 
for beri 5-11. : ES * nei P Prt ooze a zi oe 
/ 2 D i 
Stingy The Patriots turned the ball over 22 of 3 pate 3rd Down: Made/Att 82/234 103/237 
times jast year, the fourthiowest in franchise eiugp ssealiy A “ oss 3rd Down Pet 35.0 435 
‘ 5 “ ‘ Panos, Joe 7 Wisconsin . I. p 
history. Pete Carroll $ teams were superb in lOW | 95 pass Patrick RB t Georgia 4th Down: Made/Att 13/26 9/10 
turnovers with 22 in 1997 and 24 in 1998. 46 Poult, Jott RB 2 Arizona St, 4th Down Pet. 50.0 90,0 
Potent pair Terry Glenn and Troy Brown became | - Fr jasthslrbecbs Possession Avg. 28:56 31:04 
the first pair of Patriots receivers to catch 70 or | t t Mnrescta | Total Net Yards aisle 5,353 
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; } , re ; 17 inson Randal, Gog T 1 Michigan Sv vg. y . . 
the third time in the team’s 41-year history that ey meavar te * . Adzona St | Net Yards Rushing 1.390 1.831 
two players had caught 70 or more passes. 83 Rutledge, Rod TE 3 Alabama Avg. Per Game 86.9 114.4 
High yield Bledsoe completed his 2,500th | 3 Sore oe bes : scenes Avg. Per Attempt 3.3 3.7 
pass in his 122nd game in the season-finale Shad Yorrerte tn 6 Stechen F. Austin Total Rushes 424 495 
against Miami last December, tying him with | 41  Senmees, tony wR m0 3 Wisconsin f Net Yards Passing 3,181 3,522 
Brett Favre. Only Dan Marino did it faster — in | 45 Sm - : 08 are - i Baran, rele ee ee = 
ta] ores, Greg () ve » 2<o 3 fora 2 fc “ : 
ret ES 28 Steers, Ma ste ried RRLEs engl Sacked Yards Lost 48/280 29/172 
Special weapon Lee Johnson ranks fourth on | 4 Vinaties, Adam K 60" 200 5 South Dakota St A 
, ‘ 54 iB 6a" 250A Ohio St Gross Yards 3,461 3,694 
the all-time list for punts downed inside the 20 | 2° nN re, Att./Completions 565/328 544/321 
with 279, tying him with former Patriots punter | 7, 1 6&7 325 5 Lousiona tech Compilation Pct. 58.1 59.0 
Rich Camarillo. Ahead of Johnson are Jeff Fea- | 65 C 63° 315 2 Boston Colege Had intercepted 15 10 
gles (325), Sean Landeta (306) and Reggie lee 4 sii) Punts /Average 90/42.2 87/40.4 
Roby (298). 4 hainaphiy ton dn siatodet ints Penalties /Yards 99/815 95/897 
PY = | Patra OS ENS oes cine Fumbles /Bail Lost 23/10 27/13 
Touchdowns 28 38 
OFFENSE DEFENSE Rushing 9 12 
©. Passing 18 23 
Terry Glenn 91 Bobby Hamilton Misc 1 3 
> Adrian Kiemm 60 Garrett Johnson SCORING BY PERIODS Qi Q2 Q3 Q4 OT PTS 
ry Joe Andruzzi Anthony Pleasant Patriots 76 86 30 81 3 276 
Damien Woody Tedy Bruschi Opponent 53 122 52 108 3 338 
} xa Sale Isaia Ted Johnson Tumovers: Takeaways Giveaways 
Pee! Greg Robinson-Randall Mike Vrabel Int. Fum. Total Int. Fum. Total Diff. 
—— Rod Rutledge Willle McGinest OLB/DE NewEngland 10 13 23 15 10 25 2 


sc Troy Brown Ty Law LCB 

3 8 Drew Bledsoe Otis Smith RCB RED ZONE 

Stem J.R. Redmond Lawyer Milloy ss Att. Pts. TD. FG. 1D% 
>) 3 Mare Edwards Tebucky Jones FS Offense 53 248 23 

en Adam Vinatieri Lee Johnson P Dafanse 54 246 ~=—-28 


Personnel changes made after May 1 may not be reflected 
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New York Jets 


2000: 


Additions 


LB Doug Colman 
LB James Darling 


WR Matthew 


FS Damien Robinson 


Losses 


LB Bryan Cox 

LB Dwayne Gordon 
RB Leon Johnson 
DT Ernie Logan 

QB Ray Lucas 

DE Rick Lyle 

RB Bernie Parmalee 
LB Roman Phifer 
WR Dwight Stone 
WR Dedric Ward 


2001 Prediction 
2nd AFC East 


ith the end of the Bill Parcells 

regime — one that was driven by 

paranoia and fear of failure — 
the iron curtain has fallen from around the 
New York Jets. 

Out are Parcells and his former lieutenant 
Al Groh, who resigned to take the coaching 
job at Virginia, his alma mater. 

In are first-time head coach Herman 
Edwards and first-time general manager Terry Bradway. 

Though both are eminently qualified based on their NFL 
credentials, there are no guarantees of success. Still, fans and 
players like what they see so far. The Jets might not win many 
games in 2001, but these two men are real people. Good peo- 
ple. They're not difficult-to-approach, ivory tower figures, 
something Parcells had sadly become in recent years. 

The day Edwards was hired, Jets receiver Wayne Chrebet 
was driving in his car in New Jersey listening to a radio inter- 
view with his new head coach. And immediately, without the 
two having even met, Edwards had an effect on Chrebet. 

“He made me want to strap on my helmet and pull off the 
side of the road and get out and start hitting things,” Chrebet 
says, 


quarterbacks 


The most compelling sub-plot to the 2001 season is what 
happens with Vinny Testaverde. His career is at a significant 
crossroads. 

Still fresh in memory is his magnificent 1998 season, when 
he threw 29 touchdown passes and only seven interceptions in 
leading the Jets to the AFC championship game. 

So, too, is his 1999 season, the one that was lost less than 
half a game into the season opener when his left Achilles’ ten- 
don ruptured. 

Unfortunately for Testaverde, though, whats freshest in the 
minds of Jets followers is his 2000 season, during which he led 
the NFL with 25 interceptions. 


2001 Draft 

1 Santana Moss WR 
2 LaMont Jordan RB 
3 Kareem McKenzie OL 
4 Jamie Henderson CB 
7 James Reed DT 
7 Tupe Peko OL 


9-7 


Miami 
Maryand 
Penn State 
Georgia 
lowa State 
Hatchette Michigan State 
Impact 

The Jets used the draft to fill holes they 
believe held them back from making it 
to the postseason in 2000. They think 
they’ve found a big-play receiver and 
punt returner in Santana Moss; a pow- 
erful running back to complement and 
spell Curtis Martin in LaMont Jordan; 
and depth on the offensive line in the 
form of versatile linemen Kareem 
McKenzie and Situpe Peko. The Jets’ 
brass sounded very enthusiastic about 
the players they plucked from the 2001 
draft. 
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How quickly and efficiently he rebounds 
from the 2000 disaster will determine both 
the Jets’ fortunes and the direction of Tes- 
taverde’s career. A continuation of his 2000 
interception trend could elevate 2000 No. 1 
pick Chad Pennington from backup to starter 
sooner than anyone expected. 

Testaverde, though, should benefit from 
new offensive coordinator Paul Hackett, 
who's implementing the “West Coast” offense, and from a bol- 
stered receiving corps that includes the addition of free agent 
Matthew Hatchette and No. 1 draft pick Santana Moss. 


running backs 


Curtis Martin is the team’s workhorse. The problem last sea- 
son, though, was that he wore down in the final weeks and 
wasnt nearly as productive. 

New York hopes the drafting of second-round pick LaM- 
ont Jordan will keep Martin fresh this season, because the Jets 
need more out of Martin than they got in the final month of 
2000. 

Richie Anderson, somewhat of a hybrid back who does 
everything, made his first Pro Bowl last season after catching a 
team-high 88 passes for 853 yards. Anderson, who's an auto- 
matic mismatch waiting to happen with a linebacker covering 
him, made the most of the fact that the Jets never adequately 
replaced Pro Bowl receiver Keyshawn Johnson, who was traded 
in the 2000 off-season. 


: 
receivers 

Speaking of Keyshawn Johnson, the Jets hope they can make 
their fans forget about him in 2001 with the addition of Moss, 
a potential touchdown every time he touches the ball. 

The Jets learned in 2000 that they could not live on Wayne 
Chrebet, an unproven starter in Dedric Ward (now departed to 
the Miami Dolphins as a free agent) and a band of rookie 
receivers. 

Chrebet, who was the Jets’ leading receiver among wide- 
outs with 69 catches for 937'yards and eight touchdowns, 
was too often double-teamed and taken out of games 
while Ward and rookies Laveranues Coles and Windrell 
Hayes were inconsistent. 

They've added Moss and Hatchette, a 6'2” receiver who 
was scemingly buried on the depth chart in Minnesota 
behind Randy Moss and Cris Carter. The Jets believe this 
will be Hatchette’s break-out year. 

The tight end is something the Jets insist they're going 
to use more in 01. Anthony Becht, a 2000 first-round, 
will have a lot of pressure on him to make plays this fall. 


offensive linemen 


This should be an area of strength and consistency for 
the Jets, because the line is young and talented and has 
been relatively healthy. As always, though, the Jets’ line 
needs to be more of a force on short-yardage rushing. 

The anchor is center Kevin Mawae, who's been to the 
last two Pro Bowls, Mawae is one of the game's best at 
pulling and can be a devastating down-field blocker 
because of his agility and athleticism. 

The tackles are both mid- to late-round finds, Left 
tackle Jason Fabini, drafted in the fourth round in 1998, 
has been a starter since the day he walked into camp. Right 
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Steve Woltmann 


Cirs Martin 


Mo Lewis 


tackle Ryan Young, a seventh-round pick in 
1999, worked his way into becoming a starter 
last season. Both are dependable, 

Right guard Randy Thomas is a terrific tal- 
ent who could become Pro Bowl material 
with some more success, and left guard Kerry 
Jenkins is a model of hard work and persever- 
ance, becoming a starter last year after toiling 
as a backup. 

The Jets addressed depth on the line in the 
draft, picking two players who can play nearly 
every position on the line — Penn State's 
Kareem McKenzie and Michigan State's 
Situpe Peko, 


defensive linemen 


This is an area in flux right now, though 
there's decent potential. The biggest thing to 
watch is how John Abraham, a No. 1 pick last 
year, produces as a pass-rushing defensive 
end. The Jets are moving him from his natural 
linebacker position to an edge rusher in an 
effort to get him to the quarterback. 

Abraham, who played only a half season 
last year because of an abdominal injury, 
showed flashes of brilliance. 

Shaun Ellis, the first of the Jets’ four first- 
round picks in 2000, had 8.5 sacks playing 


74 


defensive end. The Jets are unsure 
whether they're going to keep him at 
end or move him inside and use him 
as a “three technique” tackle like the 
Buccaneers use Warren Sapp. The 
coaching staff was going into training 
camp experimenting, depending on 
how the other personnel fits, But look 
for Ellis to play at his natural end 
position. 

As for the tackles, the Jets re- 
signed Jason Ferguson, something 
they thought was imperative. The 
likely other starting tackle will be 
Shane Burton, though he could be 
pushed by seventh-round draft pick 
James Reed, an undersized but quick 
tackle. 


linebackers 
This is another area of strength and 
depth. 


The Jets feel Pro Bowler Mo Lewis 
will improve on his team-leading 10 
sacks from last season. He'll play out- 
side along with James Farrior with 


_,2000 Revisited 


“Even with Testaverde 
Lag from his Achilles injury ... it’s dif- 
ficult to see the Jets as championship tim- 
ber.” 
The Lie: “The Jets are set at kicker, 
where John Hall ... has been a relatively 
consistent field goal kicker, last year hit- 
ting at a career-high 81.8 percent.” — 
—Athion Sports Pro Football 2000 


specialists 


Kicker John Hall has to be more consistent 
than he was in 2000, when he missed 11-of- 
32 field goal attempts, including one that 
could have possibly gotten the Jets to the 
playoffs. 

Punter Tom Tupa, who averaged 44.7 yards 
per punt, remains one of the best in the game, 
leaving the Jets confident at this spot. 

Punt returner Moss should provide the Jets 
with their most significant upgrade while also 
providing instant electricity, 

The Jets need to settle on a kickoff returner 
since Dwight Stone is no longer with the 
team. Glenn has done it well and Coles was 
used 11 times last season. 


Marvin Jones manning 
the middle in the Jets’ 


> new 4-3 defensive 
= scheme. 
Though = Roman 


Phifer, Bryan Cox and 
Dwayne Gordon were released 
for salary cap reasons in the off- 
season, the Jets signed James 
Darling and Doug Colman to 
add depth. 


defensive backs 

The Jets believe they've 
greatly improved the secondary 
with the signing of former Buc- 
cancers starting free safety 
Damien Robinson. 

Free safety was a disaster for 
New York for much of 2000, 
though once Chris Hayes 
moved into the starting lineup 
after the eighth game of the sea- 
son, he settled things down. 
Now the Jets have both Robin- 
son and Hayes. 

Strong safety Victor Green, 
always one of the team’s leading 
tacklers, is solid, as are the start- 
ing cornerback spots with 
Aaron Glenn and Marcus Cole- 
man. 

Nickel back Ray Mickens 
must play better than he did in 
2000 for the Jets’ defense to 
improve. 
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Wesley Walker 


He was one of the 
most prolific playmakers 
in Jets’ history, and he 
did it all while legally 
blind in his left eye. 

Wesley Walker, though 
bor with blazing speed, 
was one of the great 
overachievers in fran- 
chise history, overcom- 
ing his physical disability 
to set a number of team |. 
records that still stand. 

Walker's 438 receptions rank third in Jets’ history, as do his 
71 touchdowns, while his 8,036 receiving yards rank second. 

Walker is the halftime and postgame analyst for the MSG 
Radio Network, which broadcasts the Jets’ games. And he 
teaches physical education at the William T. Rogers Middle 
School in Kings Park, N.Y., where he also assists with the 
school district's high school football team. 

Career: Playing from 1977 to 1989, he had 438 catches for 
8,306 yards, a 19.0-yard average and 71 touchdowns. 

Pro Bowls: 2 (1978, '82) 

Known for: Speedster who could score from anywhere. 
Best season: 1978, when he had 48 catches, an NFL-best 
1,169 yards, a 24.4-yard average and elght touchdowns. 
Shining moment: Catching a 43-yard Ken O'Brien touch- 
down pass in overtime to beat the Miami Dolphins 51-45 in 
1986. Earlier, he caught the game-tying touchdown pass from 
23 yards out as time ran out in regulation. 

Darkest Hour: Retiring from the NFL, where he'd been a 
New York icon showered in adulation for years. 

Today's Market Value: $2.5 million per year. 
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HE’LL NEVER 


WINNING EDGE. 


vil 
Joe Theismann 
ESPN Analyst and 
Champion Quarterback 


HE USES JUST FOR MEN. 


Shampoos away gray hair 
in 5 easy minutes. 


Enriches hair with vitamins. 


Brings back a thicker, healthier, 
natural look. 


Rejuvenates hair. 


Who knows... 
just might rejuvenate you. 


MORE THAN A 
HAIRCOLOR. 
IT’S THE 
REJUVENATOR. 


Learn more at 
www.justformen.com 
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Head Coach: Herman Edwards (First NFL Season) RESULTS 
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Baltimore Ravens 


altimore Ravens head coach Brian 

Billick knows exactly what to expect 

when his Super Bowl championship 
team opens the regular season in September. 
“We'll have a bullseye on our backs,” he 
says. “I know it, the players know it, and 
we'll deal with it every week.” 

A year ago, the Ravens entered the 2000 
season with lofty expectations, even if most 
pundits predicted they'd be fortunate to finish 10-6. Instead, 
they weathered a dreadful October scoring slump that included 
no touchdowns in five games, caught fire down the stretch and 
won owner Art Modell his first Lombardi Trophy in his 40 
years in the league. 

The Ravens hardly stood pat this off-season, even dumping 
their Super Bowl starting quarterback, Trent Dilfer, who 
became the midseason starter and won 11 of his 12 games, 
including a fine performance against the Giants in the Super 
Bowl. 

The Ravens signed Elvis Grbac from Kansas City, added All- 
Pro tackle Leon Searcy and were fortunate enough to retain the 
services of Marvin Lewis, their brilliant defensive coordinator. 
Lewis coached the best defense in the league, and one of the 
stingiest units in the history of the game. 

They also kept 10 of their 11 defensive starters, and with 
Grbac around to help the offense, the Ravens believe they have 
a very legitimate shot at repeating. 


quarterbacks 


Both quarterbacks who started last year — Dilfer and Tony 
Banks — were allowed to leave via free agency. Banks had a ter- 
rible propensity to fumble or throw costly interceptions; Dilfer 
was often inconsistent, frequently missed open receivers and 
seemed to throw cach pass with exactly the same bullet speed, 
showing little touch. 

Billick opted to sign Elvis Grbac, even though conventional 
wisdom indicated he was leaning toward former Redskin Brad 


2000: 12-4 2001 Draft 


Additions 
QB Elvis Grbac 
T Leon Searcy 


Losses 


QB Tony Banks 
QB Trent Dilfer 

S_ Kim Herring 
RB Priest Holmes 
C Jeff Mitchell 


2001 Prediction 
ist AFC Central 


1 Todd Heap 

2 Gary Baxter 

3 Casey Rabach 

4 Edgerton Hartwell LB 
5 Chris Barnes RB 
6 Joe Maese Cc 
7 Dwayne Missouri DE 


Arizona St. 
Baylor 
Wisconsin 

W. Illinois 

N. Mexico St. 
N. Mexico 
.Northwestern 


Impact 

The Ravens signed Grbac away from the 
Chiefs, deciding to let Super Bowl hero 
Trent Dilfer go despite an 11-1 record 
as a Starter last year. Gone, too, is 
backup running back Holmes, starting 
safety Herring and starting center 
Mitchell. The Ravens added veteran 
free agent tackle Searcy, their only 
other major signing. Baltimore used its 
first draft pick to take tight end Todd 
Heap of Arizona State, and penciled him 
in for about 15 plays a game. 
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Johnson, who eventually signed a lucrative 
deal with Tampa Bay. 

Grbac had decent numbers for the Chiefs 
but struggled the last two years under new 
coach Gunther Cunningham, There were 
questions about his leadership ability and 
some hints that he'd lost the confidence of 
some teammates. Billick believes that Grbac 
will make a huge difference for an offense that 
finished 16th in total offense but 22nd in the passing game. 

The Ravens took Chris Redman in the third round of the 
2000 draft, and Billick still believes he could be the team’s quar- 
terback of the future. 


running backs 

The Ravens selected Jamal Lewis with the fifth overall pick 
of the 2000 draft and the bruising back went on to become one 
of the team’s most valuable players. 

Lewis finished second among league rookie rushers with 
1,364 yards and had five 100-yard games for the predominately 
ball-control offense. He has finesse moves to the outside and 
relishes inside contact going off tackle. 

Though he dislocated his elbow on his first run in a scrim- 
mage in training camp, he also demonstrated physical tough- 
ness by coming back far sooner than expected. Any questions 
about his rookie durability were answered when he gained 102 
yards on 27 carries in the Super Bowl, his 20th game of the sea- 
son, 

Priest Holmes, a former 1,000-yard rusher who lost his job 
to Lewis last fall, signed with Kansas City in the off-season. 

The Ravens were still hoping to re-sign veteran free agents 
Sam Gash and Chuck Evans to play fullback. Both are fierce 
blockers with excellent hands and helped lead the way for the 
Ravens to set a team rushing record of 2,199 yards. 


receivers 


Tight end Shannon Sharpe led the Ravens in colorful 
quotes, inspiration in the locker room and catches on the 
field with 67 in his first season with the team. He may well 
have been the MVP on and off the field. 

A two-time Super Bowl champion with the Denver 
Broncos, Sharpe brought great leadership, not to mention 
his very remarkable skills, particularly in big games. He 
was Dilfer’s favorite target in clutch situations, and he 
rarely disappointed. 

First-round draft choice Todd Heap, a versatile tight 
end from Arizona State, is expected to see plenty of play- 
ing time in his rookie campaign. 

Travis Taylor, the team’s other first-round pick, had a 
spotty rookie season. But he convinced Billick that he has 
a decent future before a fractured clavicle in Week 9 ended 
his season. He's healthy and will challenge for a starting job 
along with Patrick Johnson, who showed great speed a year 
ago as his replacement. 

Qadry Ismail remained the team’s best deep threat, and 
had 49 receptions. Jermaine Lewis also chipped in with 19 
catches. 


offensive linemen 

The Ravens will have three new starters on the unit up 
front, adding perennial All-Pro Leon Searcy at right tackle 
and replacing Jeff Mitchell with Mike Flynn at center. 
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Ray Lewis 


Flynn is versatile and received plenty of expe- 
rience last year playing guard and center. 

The third new starter will be Kipp Vickers, 
who will play right guard. The left side is 
anchored by All-Pro tackle Jonathan Ogden, 
considered one of the best linemen in the 
league. He's a fearsome pass blocker and a 
huge presence blocking downfield. His run- 
ning mate again will be Edwin Mulitalo, per- 
haps the most underrated starting lineman 
last season. 

With Searcy starting, the Ravens will also 
have reserve help in Harry Swayne, the start- 
ing right tackle a year ago who can play both 
guard and tackle, 


defensive linemen 


The Ravens made a significant free agent 
move before the start of the 2000 season in 
acquiring defensive tackle Sam Adams. He'd 
been labeled an overweight underachiever in 
Seattle but became a major force in stuffing 
the run, Adams’ outstanding season earned 
him a berth in the Pro Bowl. 

Roly-poly Tony Siragusa also had a banner 
season, including a wicked sack of Oakland 
quarterback Rich Gannon that separated the 
QB's shoulder and limited his throwing abil- 
ity for the rest of the AFC title game. Siragusa, 
with his own weekly radio show, is perhaps 
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the funniest man in football and a 
cult hero in Baltimore, where he's 
become the wise-cracking Art Dono- 
van of the 21st century. 

The defensive ends are solid and 
often spectacular. Rob Burnett led the 
team with 10.5 sacks, and his book- 
end on the other side, Michael 
McCrary, added 6.5, Both men were 
aided by a their 300-plus tackles, and 
constantly put outside pressure on 
opposing quarterbacks. 


linebackers 
The heart and soul of one of the 


greatest defensive teams in NFL his- 
tory was this unit, anchored by NFL 
Defensive MVP Ray Lewis. Playing 
all season under the shadow of mur- 
der charges that were eventually 
dropped in a case involving two stab- 
bing deaths in Adanta the night of 
Super Bowl XXXIV, Lewis had one of 
the finest individual seasons by any 
defender in the annals of the league. 

He ended an extraordinary year by 
becoming only the seventh defensive 
player in Super Bowl history to win 
the game MVP award. Brilliant at 
shedding blockers, a vicious 
tackler and an outstanding pass 
defender, Lewis improves every 
season. 

So do his partners, Peter 


Pat Jasershi 


2000 Revisited 


The Prophecy: “On paper, the Ravens 
seemingly have made all of the right 
moves so far to improve a team that made 
a late playoff run in 99.” 
The Lie: “Defensive tackle Tony Siragusa 
... has shown some signs of slowing 
down over the last two years.” 

— Athlon Sports Pro Football 2000 


four, including a 98-yard return for a score. 

The secondary was considered the weakest 
link in the defense, but the Ravens still man- 
aged to finish eighth in the league in pass 
defense. 


2 as 
specialists 

An offensive MVP case also could have 
been made for clutch kicker Matt Stover, who 
led the team in scoring with 135 points. He 
made 35 of his 39 attempts and his field goals 
won two crucial games in that five-game 
touchdown drought. 

Punter Kyle Richardson had a mediocre 
40.2 average, but he also led the league in 
kicks downed inside the 20, with 36, and had 
no punts blocked. 

Jermaine Lewis led the league in punt 
returns, averaging 16.1 yards, and scored 
twice. 


Back In The Day 


Johnny Unitas 


Boulware and Jamie Sharper. 
Boulware had seven sacks 
despite playing all year with a 
sore shoulder, and Sharper was 
a big-time tackler with safety 
speed. Sharper signed a long- 
term deal in March to stay with 
the Ravens, perhaps the most 
important off-season move of all. 


defensive backs 


The Ravens allowed starting 
strong safety Kim Herring to 
depart via free agency, mostly 
because they feel Corey Harris 
will be more than an adequate 
replacement. 

Though free safety Rod 
Woodson was also a free agent, 
the team had plans to re-sign 
him after Woodson had a fine 
year, with four interceptions. 

The Ravens’ cornerbacks, 
Duane Starks and Chris McAl- 
ister, benefited greatly from the 
seven men up front. Starks was 
second in the AFC with six 
interceptions and McAlister had 
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Johnny Unitas will 
always have the famed 
Baltimore Colt horse- 
shoe logo in his heart, 
but a man considered by 
some to be the greatest 
quarterback in NFL his- 
tory has also managed 
to become a big-time 
supporter of the Ravens. 

Now in private busi- 
ness in Baltimore, his 7 
adopted hometown, Uni- 
tas rarely misses a home game, and often is allowed access 
to the field, where he's cheered lustily even after 30 years 
out of the game. He remains the most popular athlete in the 
city’s history long after his retirement 29 years ago, and is a 
popular public speaker who also donates much time to local 
charities. 

Career: 2,830 completions, 40,239 yards, 290 touchdowns 
Pro Bowls: 10 (1958-65, 1967-68) 

Known for: High top cleats, stooped shoulders and a crew 
cut, he was a courageous pocket passer known for releasing 
the ball an instant before contact. 

Best season: 1958 

Shining moment: Leading his team to an overtime victory 
in the 1958 NFL championship game against the N.Y. Giants, 
still called the greatest game ever played. 

Darkest hour: Ending his career as a benchwarmer for the 
San Diego Chargers in 1973. 

Today's market value: $8 million a year, at the very least. 


Sports” Pro FooTBaLL 2001 


rTrEes 


e All Steel Construction 
e Collated Straps are UL Listed 


ee gmBns 
There Are Other Methods - But There is NO Competition. 


© Bowling Green, KY 42101 
© 2001 DESA Intemational INTERNATIONAL 1-800-858-8501 © www.desaint.com 


© Straps Fit 12/2 and 14/2 NM Wire 


mw 


watson oh Tools 


Wi IPC Sov Gy Sys ste 


eSave 3 Hours on a Typical Wire 


m..bne a 
Pulling eflii 
B CSEEEREEY Wl) 


Head Coach: Brian Billick (NFL Record: 24-12) 


RESULTS 


es 16-0 W —atPitsbur 55,049 
39-36 W Jacksonville 68,843 
NAME Wr EXP = COLLEGE 6-19 L at Miami 73,464 
95 Adams, Sam DT 168% 390) 47, Texas A&M 37-0 W Cincinnati 68,481 
Ayanbadejo, Obafemi 3 12-0 W at Cleveland 73,018 
15-10 W at Jacksonville 65,194 
3-10 L at Washington 83,252 
614 L Tennessee 69,200 
6é-93 tL Pittsburgh 69,405 
27-7 WwW at Cincinnati 54.759 
: 24-23 W at Tennessee 68,490 
: iB 60 y 27-0 W Dallas 69,416 
86 Dats, Billy WR 611" 205. 6 Posse fan 7 w Cleveland 68,361 
40 Exisor, Pedro TE 63° 250 1 £ Tennessee St 
29 Evens.Chck(U) RB Gi 245 B ClkAtans | 24-7 3 = W San Diego 68,805 
3 62 Ryen, Mika G 63° 30 3 Mane J 23-7 W at Arizona SD 
32 Gash, Sam (Uj mB 6 2 OG Penn State 20 New York Jets 9,4 
Jonathan Ogden Grbac. EM 08 65° 238 8 Mechigon | PosTSEASON 
2 Re Ere, «Ve uaneae aes a EON I 1 os" cw! Derwer 69,638 
Outside the Huddle [jee Fane 68,527 
0° 2 ig-3 W at Oakland 62,784 
The producer Rookie running back Jamal Johnson, Patrick (R) 3 SUPER BOWL 
Lewis truly carried the load for the Ravens over | 8 res, ‘ohn Te 64" 25 1 dina (PA) a4 7 ow New York Giants 71,924 
the second half of the season. In the team's last. | * “ws 2 Be Sitch S| letessen 
84 Lewis, Jermaine wR 57° 180 5 Manytand LEADERS 


eight games he accounted for 44 percent of the 
team’s offense, including five 100-yard games. 


52 Lewis, Ray 1B Gi" 245 &§& Mami 50-1.5788, 8 TDs 


Passing: Tory Banks 


25 Love, Clarence De S40" 181 2 Toledo Rushing: Jamal Lewis 
Playoff dominance The Ravens, as an AFC | 21 MeAlster, Civis DB 61" 26 2 Arizona : : 
wild card team, outscored their four opponents | 99 McCrary Mensel ve 64" 260 8 Wahe Forest 
in the playoffs by a combined 95-23, and the | *2 MwtehAnmory = 0G er Hii 4 er 
defense allowed only one touchdown over that | Sek ae eee Paso 
? ii Nash, Marcus (i) iad 8 ax MESSER 
span, In a 24-10 victory over Tennessee. 7%: ‘Oaden: niet T 68° 34 § UCLA 
Egomaniac Brian Billick has no problem | 43 Pordester, Anthony 08 G0" 220 2 Vegicia 
describing himself as arrogant and ego-driven, 7 Recnan, Chris QS 63" 23 1 nied IO Cet 
and neither do his many critics in the media, | 5 Reece. We P Ge, 20g MISES. T interceptions: Duane Starks, 6 for 125 yds. 
During one interview after the season, he also San at adh Sade 9 : 
7 n . $2 Sharpe, Shannon TE 62° 232: 11 Savannah St. BALTIMORE OPP, 
admitted that just about everything he says for 6 : ‘ 4° 9, ‘ 
hedbatee Noa ‘ . 55 Sharper, Jamia iB 63° 240 4 Viginia §f Total First Downs 288 216 
publication is done with much calculation for its | og Seapusa Tony or 63° 340 14 Prtsburgn Rushing 116 59 
effect on his players. 22 Starks, Quare mB 3 yarn Passing 156 135 
Silent partner Art Modell, who's owned the | Wa 2 Utsteene | Penalty — Ae 22 
franchise since 1961 when he paid $2 million to a at eA eee ae rescalpeiccalh nt ATS Dp foes or 
buy the old Cleveland Browns, will sell his major- a we 6 , =e e6i 4th Down: Made/Att 1/6 4/ 19 
ity share to Maryland businessman Steve Bis- | os DE 62° 270 1 Sathen Mes 4th Down Pct. 16.7 21.1 
ciotti in two years under terms of an agreement | 16 Temps. Gemay WR G2" 208 1  Newhlecco | Possession Avg. 33:19 26:41 
reached two years ago. 38 Trap, James be sy 19 8 Clemson we i hos see ett 
‘ ; j “ ‘ - Per Game K A 
Emerging force Since Modell elevated him to | 2” ses. Nep - “1 sotieailin uameeee Ne Per Play 47 43 
annright. Fre ) 5 No. Colorado Ss ¢ ; ; 
director of player personnel when the team 70. Webster Lary OT 6s" 268. 8 Manjord Net Yards Rushing 2,199 970 
moved to Baltimore, Ozzie Newsome has forged | 5 wWuneon Cove DE 63 23 1 Tempe | YE: Per Game 137.4 60.6 
a solid reputation as one of the league's most | 72 Wuars.Semyif) T 65° 3B 3 Oktahoma La m feadhig a oh 
astute evaluators of talent. A Hall of Fame tight | 26 Woodson, Rod 0B 60" 2S 14 Purcue Not Vets Passive 2.815 2.997 
end for the Browns, he’s already drafted several fvg. Per Game 175.9 187.3 
potential future Hall of Famers, and his decision Net Avg. Per Att. 5.6 5.7 
to sign Shannon Sharpe in free agency clearly Sacked/Yards Lost 43/287 35/178 
paid dividends. PONE Gross Yards 3,102 3,175 
(U} ~ unrestricted fr Jide Att./Completions 504/287 528/295 
(R) ~ restricted froe agents as of May 1 Completion Pct. 56.9 55.9 
o Had Intercepted 19 23 
Punts/Average 86/40.2 87/44.5 
FFENSE DEFENSE Penalties /Yards 95/730 84/535 
S&. 87 Qadry Ismail Rob Burnett Fumbles/Ball Lost 26/7 45/26 
75 J Touchdowns 32 18 
pa | jonathan Ogden Sam Adams Rushin 
ng 9 5 
rab) Edwin Mulitalo Tony Siragusa Passing 20 11 
Mike Flynn Michael McCrary Misc 3 : 
[em Kipp Vickers Peter Boulware SCORING BYPERIOOS Qi Q2 Q3 Q4 OF PTS 
Sie Leon Searcy Ray Lewis Ravens 62134 67 70 0333 
0 44 43 4 5 
eres: Shannon Sharpe Jamie Sharper 2 sca tlesonane %; must ee 
3 Patrick Johnson Duane Starks Int. Fum. Total Int. Fum. Total Diff 
® od Elvis Grb Chris McAlist 3 26 , 7 3 
oS vis Grbac S WVicAlister Baltimore 23. 26 #49 «19 7 26 +23 
® = Jamal Lewis Corey Harris 
nan oe Sam Gash Rod Woodson RED ZONE 
pw M Att Pts. TD, FG. ID% 
of att Stover Kyle Richardson Offerse 50 197 20 19 40.0 


Personnel changes made after May 1 may not be refected Defense 27 73 8 6 29.6 


82 ATHLON® SporTS~ PRO FOOTBALL 2001 


—oA wal 
1G VO" 4 
j Gg 


Every year, my ame make a fistful of dollars on Opening Day. 
A satchel full in Week Two, A bushel nee in ht Week Three and 
a ieee in Week Four. Check my Se] 


ons .» See fol /oursei] 


There is nothing like it anywhere in foot- 
ball. Sure we win the rest of the year, but 
seldom as big as September. Here's a 
piece of last year's September record so 
you'll know I’m not blowing smoke: 


we're out getting the information 
that tells us where the liné MUST be 
It’s their guesswork versus our 
homework 


Interested? 


All 1 want for my record-bust- 
ing month is just $100. (Last year 


“MBER 2 
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So Miss (+10) Tennessee 16-19 V 


N. Dame (-21/2) Tex A&M ___24-10__ W even my least ambitious players 
Alabama (-6) UCLA 24-25 L made TWENTY times that) 


SMU (+41/2) over Kansas 31-17 W 


Oklahoma (-26) UTEP__55-14 * For your $100, you get my 


September Hotline plays-figure 2 
to 3 college and 2 to 3 NFL games 
every weekend plus Key Mondays 


+ I'm saying that if (for example) 
I give you 25 games, you must 
win at least 20 of them or I have 
to give you ee November 
and December a 

So it’s all UPSIDE for you and a lot 
of DOWNSIDE for me if I fail. | could 
give you 29-6 for 76% and STILL fall 
short. What a deal. | must be awfully 

—w — confident. An 
WORK 
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WANT YOUR WIN ? Browse my 
menu plus background & naents at our website: 


1 CALL 1-877-SCORE 
Recorded message. N 


How do you explain this kind of 
success Simple. While the 
Vegas linesmakers sit 

|} on their duff guess- 
\. ing where the line 
OUGHT to be, 
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) | j 
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With all those EARLY PROFITS in 
your pocket | know you'll be tickled 
pink. And you WILL win. Last 
October we topped 70%. Most years, 
November is our HOTTEST month 


YOU GET MY PRE- 
SEASON FREE. Another $100 value 
and it includes 30 more top plays you 
can make money with. We don't 
ho-hum the pre-season 


YOU GET MY NET- 
WORK BULLETIN NEWSLETTER 
with trends, power ratings, winning 
systems and angles plus analysis and 
64%-accurate picks on all board games 


So get aboard my August/September 
Win Machine. Remember, early bucks 
are the best. By the time the Vegas man 
Starts to catch up, you already have more 
of his money than he can ever win back 
from you. What a great spot to be in! 


2 Preview Issues of 
Network Bulletin Newsletter: 
1) College Preview 
2) NFL Preview with Draft 
Analysis. : "Best 
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the books on; service (bonuses, vig, 
odds) and fastest payouts 
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he Bengals fear change. So it’s not sur- 

prising to find so much sameness with 

the Queen City Kitties this fall. As in, 
same president/general manager/poobah in 
Mike Brown. Same front office full of 
Brown's family. Same full-time scouting 
department of two. Same coaching staff. 
Same franchise quarterback. Same malcon- 
tented, Pro-Bowl caliber running back. 
Same sorry, sullen stigma. 

Head coach Dick LeBeau is new — new as a head coach, 
anyway, picking up the reins for 13 games (4-9) after Bruce 
Coslet jumped ship. But despite a second straight 12-loss sea- 
son and a three-year mark of 11-37, the Bengals’ tweaks are 
meck: a new offensive coordinator in Bob Bratkowski. A new 
cornerbacks coach in Kevin Coyle. A new quarterback to push 
Akili Smith in former Seahawk Jon Kitna. 

“I think you're always concerned with the chemistry of this 
team,” LeBeau says, “It’s a surmountable problem but it won't 
be one that we will bury our head into the sand (over).” 


Giving Akili Smith lite or no competition backfired last 
fall. After Smith imploded (three touchdowns, six intercep- 
tions, 36 sacks) and was benched Nov. 13, Brown declared the 
job wide open this year. 

They wooed Elvis Grbac, Brad Johnson and Gus Frerotte seri- 
ously before landing free-agent Jon Kitna. Kitna provided every- 
thing the front office is looking for: He worked with Bratkowski 
in Seattle from 1995-98, so he should grasp the offense imme- 
diately; he has taken a team to the playoffs; and he came at a 
club-friendly price. Scott Mitchell was re-signed in the spring 
and told hed get a shor at the starting spot. 


It seems as if the only person who can contain Dillon con- 
sistently is Brown. Dillon had hoped to run as wild on the free- 


2001 Draft 

1 Justin Smith DE 
2 Chad Johnson WR 
3 Sean Brewer TE 
4 Rudi Johnson RB 
5 Victor Leyva OL 
6 Riall Johnson DE 
7 T.J. Houshmandzadeh WR 


Missouri 
Oregon St. 
San Jose St. 
Auburn 
Arizona St. 
Stanford 
Oregon St. 


impact 


The Bengals are counting on Justin Smith 


to put a charge into one of sorriest group 


of pass-rushers in the NFL. If he’s even 
got even half the motor of former Bengal 
Tim Krumrie, the team will be pleased. 
Chad Johnson was projected to go much 
higher and should provide insurance while 
Darnay Scott heals from a broken leg. 
Sean Brewer is a physical target over the 
middie. The other Johnsons, Rudi and 
Riall, should make the squad; Leyva may 
contend for a starting spot. 
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agent market as he did last fall, when he set 
franchise records for carries (315) and yards 
(1,435). But the Bengals transitioned him, 
giving themselves the right to match any offer 
he would receive from another club. With 
their massive cap bulge as leverage, the Ben- 
gals managed to keep Dillon from cashing in 
throughout the spring and early summer. 
Dillon may choose to accept the club's one- 
year tender of $3.66 million and try to make himself available 
to bolt again after the fall. Or he could hold out, a la Joey Gal- 
loway. 

Fullback Nick Williams came on late (54 rushing yards, 84 
receiving yards) after Clif Groce got hurt and the two will be 
engaged in a fierce tussle for time. 


All eyes will be on Darnay Scott, who's running on a surgi- 
cally repaired left leg. Scott, the Bengals’ No. 1 speed burner, 
broke two bones in the left leg last Aug. 1 during a morning 
scrimmage. He was lost for the season, as was the club's verti- 
cal passing game. He was running routes without pain at spring 
mini-camps but will be handled gingerly in the summer. 

Peter Warrick had a roller-coaster of a rookie season, veering 
from the breathtaking to the exasperating. While he led AFC 
rookie receivers in drops, W Warrick’s numbers (592 receiving 
yards) compared well with those of Scott and Carl Pickens when 
they were rookies. Danny Farmer proved to be a surprise find; 
he's a big target and strong leaper with good hands. A small, elu- 
sive target, Craig Yeast may be a little too much like Warrick for 
his own good. Rookie Chad Johnson provides insurance. 

Tight end Tony McGee became more of a focus as LeBeau 
switched to more double-tight end sets and he wound up sec- 
ond in catches (26). 


The Bengals are tinkering with the perimeter of their offen- 
sive line, and with good reason. The unit allowed 52 sacks, 
36 when Smith was in the pocket. Left tackle, in particu- 
lar, was a sore spot. 

Brag ea believes they have the answer in Richmond 

Webb. Signed in late April to a three-year, $9 million con- 
tract, the former Miami Pro Bowler, should slide into the 
starting lineup at left tackle and help solidify the Bengals’ 
line, Webb will replace veteran John Jackson, who moved 
into the lineup midway through the 2000 season. 

Willie Anderson, one of the AFC’s most underrated 
players, will once again man the right tackle position. 

Unrestricted free agents Matt O’Dwyer and Rich Bra- 
ham were brought back at guard, and center, respectively. 
O'Dwyer was having a solid year until he broke his ankle 
at New England on Nov. 19, Braham fought his way back 
through two in-season knee surgeries but had a subpar 
year by his standards. Mike Goff fought his way into the 
No. | spot at right guard and, while unspectacular, works 
well with Anderson. 


Tony Williams and Kevin Henry, formerly of Min- 
nesota and Pittsburgh, join a unit coming off a bizarre fall. 
Defensive end Vaughn Booker was slowed all summer 
with leg problems and on Sept. 17 at Jacksonville, myste- 
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Peter Warrick 


riously collapsed on the field. He returned 
after a month-long layoff but had the season 
cut short because of a bum knee. Another 
free-agent signee from last winter, defensive 
tackle Tom Barndr, tore a chest muscle at 
training camp and was never the same. Oliver 
Gibson proved to be a bright spot at defensive 
tackle, He’s a one-gap player who can get 
pressure on the passer up the gut. Barndr, 
Henry and Glen Steele will also work in the 
rotation at tackle, Adding rookie Justin Smith 
at defensive end can only help matters. He 
was likened by college coach Larry Smith to 
“a bigger Junior Seau.” As long as he’s not 
another Mike Mamula, the Bengals will be 
thrilled. 


linebackers 


Takeo Spikes was worthy of Pro Bowl con- 
sideration, collecting 128 tackles unofficially 


and officially bailing the defense out of lot of 


potentially back-breaking plays. Second-year 
linebacker Armegis Spearman was as good a 
find on defense as Farmer was on offense. The 
rookie was third on the team in tackles (70), 
collected a sack and broke up four passes. 
Spearman was forced into play when Brian 
Simmons went down in the season-opener 
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with a cartilage tear in his knee, Sim- 
mons, the Bengals’ leading tackler in 
99, was cleared to run the spring and 
showed few ill effects. Outside line- 
backer Steve Foley is quick off the 
comer as a pass rusher and is a nasty 
hitter (two fumbles forced, eight 
passes broken up). Restricted free- 
agent Adrian Ross, a pass-rushing end 
in college, can play any of the three 


linebacker spots. 


defensive backs 


Cornerback remains the biggest 
question mark; the Bengals made four 
starting lineup changes last season 
alone. Their best starting tandem was 
probably the undersized but scrappy 
Rodney Heath and Robert Bean, a 
rookie last year, although both would 
probably be nickel corners on any 
other club. Heath didn’t pick off a 
pass but plays the ball well in coverage 
situations (12 passes broken up) and 
is fearless in the open 
field. Bean has good 
make-up speed and also 
plays the ball well in the 
= air, but he's still learning 
> how to read receivers. 
3 The Bengals were 

scrambling to sign free- 
agent DeRon Jenkins for much 
of the spring; Jenkins thinks he 


could give his career a boost in gals’ rebuilding puzzle | 
LeBeau's system. when he was drafted out * 
; of UNLV in 1988. 


Safety is a little more settled. 


2000 Revisited 


The Prophecy: “Bruce Coslet and crew 
are relying on too many X factors to expect 
to win. There's a second-year player being 
handed the starting quarterback slot; the 
secondary is young and injury-prone; the 
pass rush is non-existent and the kicking 
game schizophrenic.” 
The Lie: “Akili Smith to Peter Warrick. 
Get used to it.” 
—Athion Sports Pro Football 2000 


kicker who was wild for much of his rookie 
season. Some of Rackers’ struggles (12-of-21 
on field goals) could be blamed on the choppy 
bluegrass at Paul Brown Stadium. But not all. 

Daniel Pope set a new single-season record 
for punts (94), which pretty much says it all 
about the Bengal offense. Mack, who was 
jailed in February for violating the terms of 
his probation, fell off his Pro Bowl form (20.7 
yards per return). He may face a suspension 
from the league. By the final five games, Yeast 
(6.6 per punt return) had been bumped by 
Warrick (17.6), whom LeBeau may continue 
to start in that role. 


Back In The Day 


and rumbled Cincinnati 
into Super Bow! XXII in 
1989. The fullback was § 


At free safety, Darryl Williams 
had a down year by his stan- 
dards and didn’t provide much 
leadership. Williams strung 
together one of the quietest 
100-tackle seasons in the divi- 
sion, but he's a better option 
right now than Tremain Mack, 
who lacks consistency as a cover 
man. After picking him up off 
waivers, the Bengals inserted 
Chris Carter as their No, 1 
strong safety but would like to 
see more of a push from Cory 
Hall. Hall was relegated to a 
platoon role with Carter but 
was effective as a blitzer in 
nickel-and-dime packages — 
tying for the team lead in sacks 


(four). 


specialists 

Vereran kicker Richie Cun- 
ningham was signed to push 
Neil Rackers, a second-year 
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The 232-pound back 
won over Queen City 
hearts with his punishing 
running style and drew 
national raves for his unique post-touchdown celebration. Ick- 
eymania caught on during his rookie season as Woods rushed 
for 1,066 yards and helped carry the Bengals to the AFC title. 
Unfortunately, Woods blew out his knee in 1989 and retired in 
1991. He has remained in Cincinnati since, but has had some- 
thing of an odyssey. 

Five years after he retired, Woods was selling meat to help 
Support his wife and six children. He still does, although no 
longer door-to-door. Woods sells insurance, too, and has shuf- 
fled into the agency business. ickey is a “scout” for Cincinnati- 
based Ovations Management, a sports marketing/investment 
firm. 

Career: 332 carries, 1,525 rushing yards, 27 TDs, 4.6 Avg. 
Pro Bowls: None 

Known For: Punching it into the end zone and celebrating 
with style afterwards. 

Best season: 1988 

Shining Moment: In the AFC Championship game at River- 
front Stadium, Jan. 8, 1989, Woods ran for 102 yards to lead 
the Bengals to a 21-10 win over the Buffalo Bills. 

Darkest Hour: Sept. 17 1989, when Woods blew out his 
knee during a 41-10 win over Pittsburgh at Riverfront. It 
effectively ended his career before it could get off the ground. 
Today's market value: $2.5 million 
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Roster 2000 Team Stats 


Head Coach Dick LeBeau (NFL Record: 4-9) RESULTS 
Offensive Coordinator Bob Bratkowski 
Defensive Coordinator: Mark Duffner 7-24 L Cleveland 64,006 
O13 iL at Jacksonville 45,653 
na als Pes pe nth EXP COMEGE F 9-37) LL at Baltimore 68,481 
71 Anderson, Willie 5 4 5 Aute 1 
3 Armour, ian 1B 5'1%" 270 2 heard ton) 16-31 L Milam! 61,535 
$0 Bankston, Michael (U; DE 6'5" 285 9 Sam Houston St. 14-23 L Tennessee 63,406 
93  Barndt, Tom OT 63" 30 5 Pittsburgh 0-15 L at Pittsburgh 54,328 
35 Basnignt, Michael «=«RBsG'1" «2352 NC. A&T 
Pas ‘ Te 63 22 5 Riles 31-21 W Denver 61,603 
49 ‘ DB 511° 178 1 sissipol St i2-3 W at Cleveland 73,118 
36 Bennett. Brandon RB S11" 220 2 7-27 ~OL Baltimore 54,759 
$6 Booker, Vaughn Oe 65° SO 7 
85 Boyd, La\ell WR 63° 208 1 Louisville 6-23 L at Dallas 62,170 
74 Braham, Rich C 6a" 305 7 ‘West Vingnia J 13-16 = L at New England 60,292 
88 Bush, Steve (U) TE 63° 258 4 Arizona St 2848 OL Pittsburgh 63,925 
42° Carter, Chris (U) ob 62° 210 4 Texas iC 
22 Carter, fom D8 60° 1: 8 Notre Dame 24-13 W Arizona 50,289 
/ 4 Covington, Soott Q8 62" 217 2 Nama 3-35 OL at Tennessee 68,498 
3 Vai. Cunningham, Richie = K i mot 3. ULtafayette 17-14 W Jacksonville 50,469 
m Curtis, Canute 1B G62": (257: 4 West Virginia i ri 
Takeo Spikes Dillon, Covey (U) RB 6’ 225 4 Washington at Philagelphia 64,902 
Doughty, Mae T 67° 3065 2 NoveDane 
. Bi Dugans, Ron WR 62° 25 1 Fonda St LEADERS 
Outside the Huddle ean Danny wi ae au . nyince Passing: Akili Smith, 267-118-1,2536, 3 TDs 
pera: OT 62" 315 8 Note bane | Rushing: Corey Dillon, 315 att, 1,435 yds., 7 TDs 
Few shake-tups Quarterbacks coach and Si G65" 316 3 lows 9} Receiving: Peter Warrick, 51 rec., 592 yds., 4 TDs 
offensive coordinator Ken Anderson was the | 52 Sane Sy(u) 18 63" 245 4 ee Kicking: Neil Rackers, 12/21 FGs, 21/21 XPs 
only casualty of the offseason, and he onlyhad | 45 Gree, cu RB S'1" 245 4 Texas A&M ff Punting: Daniel Pope, 94 punts, 40.2 avg. 
the offensive coordinator part removed from his | 62 Gutierrez, Brock (Uj C63" 9044 Central Mh. P vicsoet pot» Tremain Mack, 50 ret., 20.7 avg 
1 ; 26. Hall, Cory DB 60" 210 2 Fresno St. phages: ti ee Oe 
Stenese Coan iaimeioare reo | touaws SS ao 3 Sata | rot ta cog ste 500 
‘ ~ | 22. Heath, Rodney DB 510° 175 2 Minnesota ty Takeo Spokes. 128. 109 sot 
ers coach Mark Duffner is now defensive coor- | 6& Hembuge.tmg C 62 312 2 Missouri — mel ae ne # - 
H - : | f ’ Henry, Kevin DE 64° 285 8 Mssissipp St is: Cory Hail, Olver Gibson, Steve roley, 4 
dinator Kevin Coyle, ‘an ‘old’ pal:of Dufiner's, 61 Jackson, John T 66" 297. 13 Easter Kent. 9 interceptions: Tom Carter, 2 for 40 yds 
joined up as secondary coach/corerbacks. | 6 jonee pod 1 64° 330 5 date . So dh be 
Ray Horton was “demoted” to secondary Kitna, Jon Q8 62" 217 4 — CertaWah Takeo Spikes, 2 for 12 yds. 
coach /safeties. 29 Keaton, Curtis RB S10" 212 1 James Madison CINCINNATI OPP. 
o gford, Jevon DE 63° 290 5 OshomaSt 
Spread the news After running out of aWest | 3: iting remasi be igo is3. 64 Momi | Total First Downs 254 307 
Coast Offense for much of the last four sea- | 82 McGee, Tony TE 64° 248 8 Michigan Rushing 119 101 
sons, the Bengals plan to employ more one- | 12 Michel, Set 06: Ser ae Tits a | Resend 109 162 
72 O'Dwyer, Matt G 65° XS 6 Nertwestem Penalty 26 24 
back, spread formations under Bratkowski. The | 25 paver Sir WR 510° 183 1 Texas ABM 
: : SET ay aa 3rd Down: Made/Att 77/227 102/239 
Bengals re-worked their passing tree from a | 13 7 10° 203 2 Alabama 3rd Down Pet 33.9 42.7 
5 K 60" 205 anc = , : 
code system to one that employs numbers for | _ t Be 330 4 Contains | 4th Down: Made/att 10/25 4/13 
routes. That’s similar to what Jon Kitna, Akili | ¢; 6 65 315 4 sat 4th Down Pct. 40.0 30.8 
Smith, Peter Warrick and Darnay Scott worked | 3s OB 521° 188. 1 LsuU ff Possession Avg. 27:13 32:47 
with in college. 57 18 62° 3 Colorado St. I Total Net Yards 4,260 5,487 
‘ “ a . 86 WR 61° 208. 7 SanDiegoS. i 
Dillon dominates Dillon's 1,435 rushing | ss 1B G3" 248 «3 Neth Corcina el Ad foal sae re 
yards were a club record, breaking the old mark |i $ 8. 63" 220-2 Ores" Tet Yards Rushing 2.314 4.995 
of 1,239 set by James Brooks in 1989. Dillon's | 3% Spomme. Ames 1B BU" A See I neg. Pec Game 144.6 120.3 
feat was even more impressive given the Berm | 45 5 (ous. Beat TE 63" 286 1 SWhissoui Avg. Per Attempt 47 3.8 
gals’ lack of a passing game. According to the | 70 Stele, Glen oF 64" 300 3 Merwin Total Rushes 495 504 
Elias Statistical Bureau, Dillon's rushing total is Maistre ois ; ate Net Yards Passing 1,946 3,562 
was the highest of any back forateamwiththe |” wer fewend 7 #6 320 11  Toaeram | A¥8 Per Game 121.6 222.6 
fewest passing yards (2,219) since the NFL | 31 Wiens, Dany pa 60° 22 9 Mani patios Per ae es St a 
expanded to a 16-game schedule. XD Wiliams, Nick RB 62° 27 2 Miaerw ved/Yards Lost 52/, / 4 
‘ Witams, Tony oT Gi" 286 4 Memphis Gross Yards 2,219 3,730 
More Dillon The Bengals are 8-1 since 1997 | 55 wison, Reinant DE 62° 266 4 Forida St Att./Completions 454/207 538/318 
when Dillon runs for 125 yards or more. When | & Yeast. Craig WR 57" 165 2 Kentucky Completion Pct. 45.6 59.1 
he gets at least 22 carries, they’re 13-5. Their hn teveskcitad 4s egeue es el ay 2 Had intercepted 14 9 
total record from 1997-2000 is 18-46. (R) — restricted free agents as of May 1 Punts /Average 94/40.2 80/41.7 
Penatties/Yards 99/878 115/924 
Fumbies/Ball Lost 37/21 22/12 
OFFENSE DEFENSE Touchdowns re res 
. Rushing 1 
Peter Warrick 96 Vaughn Booker Passing 6 26 


Richmond Webb 99 Oliver Gibson Misc 2 2 
Matt O’Dwyer Tony Williams SCORING BYPERIODS Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 OT PTS 
Rich Braham Justin Smith Bengals 24 74 41 46 0185 
Mike Goff 95 Steve Foley Opponent 92106 91 70 0 359 
Willie Anderson 56 Brian Simmons Turnovers; Takeaways Giveaways 
Tony McGee 51 Takeo Spikes Int. Fum. Total Int. Fum. Total Diff. 


ineup 


Personnel changes made atter May 1 may not be reflected 


Defense 
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. Darnay Scott 49 Robert Bean Cincinnati 9 12 24 14 214 35 -14 
os = Jon Kitna 22 Rodney Heath 

es Clif Groce 42 Chris Carter RED ZONE 

ry ie Corey Dillon 31. Darryl Williams Att. Pts. TD. FG. TD% 
= > Neil Rackers 13 Daniel Pope Offense 33 39.4 
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hen the Cleveland Browns 

returned from a three-year NFL 

hiatus in 1999 as an expansion 
team, they talked of making history. Well, 
they made history, all right. The negative 
kind. 

The Browns became the quickest expan- 
sion team to pull the tigger on its first 
coach when they fired Chris Palmer after 
only nwo seasons. 

Many saw the dismissal as unduly harsh; the Browns lost five 
offensive starters to season-ending injuries, including their 
quarterback and running back, and still managed to win more 
games than the previous year. 

Still, records of 2~14 and 3-13 eroded faith in Palmer's pro- 
gram among players and the front office. Confidence was 
restored when the team lured prized coaching free agent Butch 
Davis from the University of Miami. 

His immediate task was to jumpstart a franchise that clearly 
had not maximized two years of expansion perks bestowed by 
the NFL. 

“He is the best example I've ever seen of the complete pack- 
age,” says Browns owner Al Lerner. “His background, his expe- 
rience, his resume, on paper speaks for itself. And then when you 
meet him and spend time with him and get a sense of what he's 
about, it’s irresistible, We talked about having the quarterback, 
the defensive end. We now have the coach, it seems to me.” 


Tim Couch, the Browns’ first draft pick in 1999, missed one 
game his rookie year with a severely sprained ankle and nine 
games in 2000 with a broken right thumb. Keeping Couch 
healthy was on Davis’ mind when he hunted for an offensive 
coordinator. 

He chose Bruce Arians, who had overseen the development 
of iron man Peyton Manning for three years as quarterbacks 
coach of the Indianapolis Colts. Within his first week on the 


2001 Draft 

1 Gerard Warren 

2 Quincy Morgan 

3 James Jackson 

4 Anthony Henry DB 
5 Jeremiah Pharms 

6 Michael Jameson DB 
7 Paul Zukauskas G 

7 Andre King WR 


Florida 

Kansas State 
Miami 

South Florida 
Washington 
Texas A&M 
Boston College 
Miami 


Impact 


Butch Davis relied on familiarity in his 
first draft with the Browns. He had 
first-hand knowledge of six of his eight 


picks, including two players he 
coached at Miami. Warren, whom Davis 
tried to recruit to Miami five years 
ago, will line up next to Courtney Brown 
and give Davis a formidable right 
side of his defensive line. Morgan and 
Jackson also could wind up as rookie 
starters. 


job, Arians was working with Couch on the 
precise dropbacks that will be required in the 
Colts-style offense he will install. 

“We don’t want to hold the ball very long,” 
Arians says. “We want to get back, get it out 
of his hand, distribute it to our wide receivers, 
let them run with it and go. We want to be a 
controlled passing game, but we're also going 
to take our shots down the field.” 

Arians recommended the signing of Manning backup Kelly 
Holcomb in free agency to help in the installation of his 
planned offense. The team also resisted trade offers for veteran 
backup Ty Detmer, whose season last year ended in preseason 
with a ruptured Achilles tendon. 


Davis has expressed hope of finding a back who can play on 
every down. 

The availability of running back Errict Rhett, who had 
surgery in October to repair a broken foot, was unclear through 
the spring. In Rhett’s place, Travis Prentice flashed some 
promise as a rookie. He scored three touchdowns in his first 
start, but then displayed a hesitation to run inside. Prentice’s 
seven rushing touchdowns were second-most among NFL 
rookies last year. 

Cleveland signed Ohio native Curtis Enis in the off-season, 
but the former Bears’ first-round pick retired due to chronic 
knee problems. 

Davis believes he upgraded the running game with the addi- 
tion of free agent Mike Sellers, a 260-pound H-back from 
Washington. Cleveland intends to line Sellers up at times as a 
fullback and at times as a tight end. 


Keyin Johnson was Couch’s go-to guy when they were rook- 
ies, but Johnson's production dropped off sharply last season. 
His catches were down only by nine, but his receiving yards 
were off by more than 300 and his touchdowns slumped 
from eight to zero. 

“We've got to get him to what he's capable of doing, and 
that is making plays,” says Davis. 

Dennis Northcutt had a disappointing rookie season. 
At 175 pounds, Northcutt is the fastest receiver on the 
team. He must reduce his drops to be an effective play- 
maker from the slot position. 

JaJuan Dawson, a third-round pick in 2000, gives the 
position some size at 6'l" and 197 pounds. Dawson 
clearly outplayed Northcutt early on, but was lost for the 
year in the second game with a broken collarbone. 

Arians’ offense will use nwo tight ends often. The team 
will pair up free agent pickup Rickey Dudley and Mark 
Campbell as the conventional tight ends. Sellers and 
Aaron Shea will be the H-backs. 


In a two-game stretch last year, the Browns failed on 
seven plays to get in the end zone from the 1-yard line. 
Bolstering the line through free agency thus became a pri- 
ority for the second successive off-season, 

Ross Verba was added this year and stationed at right 
tackle, a problem position for the Browns. Verba never 
played on the right side in four seasons with Green Bay. 
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Tim Couch 


Bn 


Gerard Warren 


Everett Lindsay and Steve Zahursky will com- 
pete at right guard, with the loser probably 
becoming the line's sixth man. 

On the left side, tackle Roman Oben and 
guard Jim Pyne should be stronger, if Pyne 
can stay healthy. A torn knee ligament 
knocked him out in the second game last year. 
His replacement, Jim Bundren, lasted nine 
games before going down with an ankle injury. 

Dave Wohlabaugh is the line's anchor at 
center. He missed three games last year with a 
high ankle sprain. 


Davis’ specialty when he broke into the 
NFL asa Dallas assistant coach was the defen- 
sive line, and he was pleased with the linemen 
he inherited in Cleveland. His immediate 
concern was to beef up the interior to upgrade 
a rush defense that ranked 29th and 31st 
before his arrival. 

And Davis added some beef with the 
Browns’ first pick in the 2001 draft in the 
form of Florida defensive tackle Gerard War- 
ren. The Browns believe they are set for the 
next decade with Warren and 2000 first- 
round pick Courtney Brown teaming 


together on the right side of the line. 
92 


Adding Mark Smith in free agency 
was a low-risk move that could pay off 
long term, Davis liked what he saw of 
2000 free agent Orpheus Roye and 
intended to keep him inside. Also, the 
coach expected to employ Stalin Col- 
inet as a swingman on the line, using 
him at end on running downs and 
tackle on passing downs. 

Keith McKenzie, who led Cleve- 
land with eight sacks in 2000, will 
most likely be switched from right 
end to left end. 


The Browns struck quickly in free 
agency to correct two weaknesses 
when they added speedy Dwayne 
Rudd to start at weak-side linebacker 
and Brant Boyer as the position’s top 
backup. Boyer also might cover backs 
on passing downs. 
Those moves reduced 1999 sec- 
ond-round pick Rahim Abdullah to 
backup duty and special teams. Davis 
planned to free up strong-side ‘backer 
Jamir Miller on occasion 
to get more plays out of 
& him. Miller, one of the 
§ leaders on the defense, 
= had five sacks and an 

interception last year, 


but the Browns feel he can do — pugnacious secondary, 
more. and Hanford Dixon's 
Middle linebacker Wali kd clearly outlasted his 


Rainer is a hard-nosed, relent- 


He was the leader of a 


When he dubbed the 


he Prophecy: epaulets paeice bald: 
ing the team appears to be on a slower 
track than the owner's. ‘I hope |'m not 
building this team for the next coach,’ 
Eakin Bays.) 
Lie: “The Browns were 31st in both 
sacks ‘and run defense last year. They 
feel they upgraded their line significantly 


thion Sports Pro Fo 


2000. Davis prefers to improve the size at cor- 
ner, which could render the 5°10" 
McCutcheon a nickel back if Sanders can stay 
healthy. 


Punter Chris Gardocki and kicker Phil 
Dawson enter their third season together 
hoping their usage is more balanced. Gar- 
docki, one of the league’s finest outdoor pun- 
ters, has an NFL-high 214 punts the past ovo 
seasons, 

Conversely, Dawson has been underused, 
attempting only 29 field goals in two years and 
making 22. To help balance the workload, 
Dawson took over as the kickoff specialist. 


less tackler. He'll be backed up 
by Marty Moore, a dependable 
player who was pressed into a 
career-high nine starts last year. 


Safety will be a position of 
transition. Davis scheme 
requires the starters to be inter- 
changeable, so there might be 
some lineup shuffling. Certain 
to get a boost in playing time is 
Earl Little, who played corner- 
back for Davis his senior season 
at Miami. 

Percy Ellsworth and Marquis 
Smith, the safeties a year ago, 
could compete for one spot. 
Also in the mix is Lamar Chap- 
man, a 2000 draft choice who 
played mostly cornerback as a 
rookie. 

Starting cornerbacks Corey 
Fuller and Daylon McCutcheon 
might be pressed by Lewis 
Sanders, a fourth-round pick in 
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bleachers behind the 
east end zone of old 
Cleveland Stadium the 
Dawg Pound, Dixon 
never anticipated the 
nickname would become 
the football identity of 
the city. But 12 years after Dixon's retirement, Browns fans 
still dress in dog masks and wave dog bones while sitting in 
a more stylized, sanitized Dawg Pound in new Cleveland 
Browns Stadium. Dixon's one regret is not cashing in on the 
nickname before the NFL copyrighted it. 

Dixon remains active with Browns football through his work 
as a radio and cable television analyst. 

reer: 26 Interceptions, 225 yards, three fumble recover- 
jes, seven fumbles forced, 131 games 

: 3 (1987, ‘88, '89) 

own For: Establishing the Browns defense as “the 
Dawgs” and dubbing a portion of old Cleveland Stadium the 
peed 


1985 

: Intercepting Terry Bradshaw three times 
Wy @1S6S games ti ecidtion to forced two furbies BRITE 
etal tin sald 

Hour: Permitting a key fourthdown pass comple- 

‘bon by John Ehvey thatne: tne femnotie: Sevan drive fr the 
Ree BES CASE ee ee ee nga 
T larket »: $3.5 million per year 
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Cleveland Browns 


Courtney Brown 


Outside the Huddle 


Cardiac kids The new Browns have shown a 
fiair for the dramatic. Their first win last year was 
not secured until a Courtney Brown sack of 
Pittsburgh quarterback Kent Graham deep in 
Browns territory on what proved to be the 
game's final play. The Steelers could not assem- 
ble quickly enough to attempt a game-tying field 
goal. Each of the Browns’ two victories in their 
inaugural season came on the final play. 

Making the cut Butch Davis heads into his 
first campaign with 16 assistant coaches, most 
in Browns’ history. Two members of former 
coach Chris Palmer's staff survived the cut and 
were retained by Davis — linebackers coach 
Keith Butler and strength coach Tim Jorgensen. 


And then there were six The smallest fra- 
ternity in town is the Browns’ 1999 expansion 
draft class. Heading into the franchise's third sea- 
son, only six players remained from the expan- 
sion draft of 37 — guard Jim Pyne, fullback Tarek 
Saleh, linebacker Lenoy Jones, offensive lineman 
Jim Bunden, defensive tackle Mike Thompson 
and defensive back Raymond Jackson. 


Quarterback shuffle The Browns were one of 
three NFL teams to start three and play four dif- 
ferent quarterbacks during the 2000 season. 
Tim Couch started seven games, Doug Peder- 
son started eight games and rookie Spergon 
Wynn started one game. Wide receiver Kevin 
Johnson was the fourth Brown to be used at QB. 
The three teams that started three and played 
four quarterbacks — Cleveland, Chicago and 
Dallas — combined to win just 13 games. 


Kevin Johnson 
Roman Oben 
Jim Pyne 

Dave Wohlabaugh 
Everett Lindsay 
Ross Verba 
Rickey Dudley 
Mark Campbell 
JaJuan Dawson 
Tim Couch 
Errict Rhett 
Phil Dawson 


lineup 


projected 
starting 


Buncren, Jim (Ff) 
Burnett, Chester 
Carnpbeit, Mark 
Crsnoine, Roger 
Chagman, Lama 
$  Chiavenni, Darrin 
3 Cofinet, Statin 
Couch, Tim 
Dawson, Jajuan 
Dawson, Phil 
Detmer, Ty 
Dusiley, Rickey 
Elsworth, Percy 
Floyd, Chis {R) 
Franz, Todd 
Fuller, Corey 
Gardodd, Chns 
10 Gratiani, Tony (U) 
Hamifton, Michel (U) 
Holcomb, Kelly 
Holland, Darius 


McCutcheon, Daylon 
McKenzie, Kath 
McKinney, Jeremy 
Miller, Amnold 


Rogers, Tyrone 
Roye, Orpheus 
Rudd, Dwayne 
40 Saleh, Tarek (U) 
Sanders, Lewis 


Shea, Aaron 
Smith, Mark 
Smith, Marquis 
Spriggs, Marcus 
Sucano, Nick 
Taylor, Ryan 
Thomeson, Kevin 
Thompson, Mike (U) 
Verba, Ross 

3) White, Janet 

63 Wotlabash, Dae 
13 Wyrn. Spe 

7S  Zabursiy, Steve 


DEFENSE 
90 Keith McKenzie 
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99 Orpheus Roye 
Gerard Warren 


92 Courtney Brown 
95 Jamir Miller 
58 Wall Rainer 


Dwayne Rudd 


33 Daylon McCutcheon 
24 Corey Fuller 


21 Marquis Smith, 
20 Eari Little 
17 Chris Gardocki 


Personnel changes made after May 1 may not be reflected 


DS ht De Se Se be ee RD De ee Gd Se ee See) ee Te tr Se Ut GD TD OP de de be OH OOP OND ID RD Re be a pe ee 


Rushing 53 147 
Passing 110 169 
Penalty 13 27 
3rd Down: Made/Att 58/210 98/227 
3rd Down Pct. 27.6 43,2 
4th Down: Made/Att 6/19 11/17 
Feat, |. 4th Down Pet. 31.6 64.7 
Alabama | Possession Avg. 25:59 34:01 
Wisconsin | Total Net Yards 3,530 6,643 
plas Avg. Per Game 220.6 352.7 
OE Sah ad ad par Avg. Per Play 41 5.0 
bam s 4: Net Yards Rushing 1,085 2,505 
Auburn Avg. Per Game 67.8 156.6 
Cabtornia Avg. Per Attempt 3.2 4.2 
ola | Total Rushes 336 594 
~Mburn | Net Yards Passing 2,445 3,138 
Penn St Avg. Per Game 152.8 196.1 
eres Net Avg. Per Att. 5.0 6.5 
Sis nee Sacked/Yards Lost 40/283 42/270 
San Dak? I Gross Yards 2,728 3,408 
SW Texas St. Att. /Completions 483/278 486/262 
hert St Completion Pct. 57.6 53.9 
Had intercepted 19 12 
Punts /Average 108/45.5 68/42.2 
Penalties /Yards 103/925 71/626 
Fumbies/Ball Lost 21/9 27/13 
Touchdowns 17 46 
Rushing 7 26 
Passing 9 18 
Misc 1 2 
SCORING BY PERIODS Qi Q2 Q3 Qa OF PTS 
Browns 51 45 32 33 0 161 
Opponent 46176 115 82 0 419 

Turnovers: Takeaways Glveaways 
Int. Fum. Total Int. Fum. Total Diff. 


RESULTS 


7-27 ~OL Jacksonville 72,418 
24-7 W at Cincinnati 64,006 
23-20 W Pittsburgh 73,018 
10-36 L at Oakland 45,702 
0-12 ~#2L Baltimore 73,018 
21-29 iL at Arizona 39,148 
1044 L at Denver 75,811 
0-22 L at Pittsburgh 57,659 
312 ~#2L Cincinnati 73,118 
3-24 L New York Giants 72,718 
19-11 W New England 72,618 
Boston College 10-24 L at Tennessee 68,498 
eesraind L at Baltimore 68,361 
Texas L at Jacksonville 51,262 
faree L Philadelphia 72,318 
Virginia L Tennessee 72,318 
Michigan 
sees LEADERS 
Clemson 9 Passing: Tim Couch, 215-137-1,4839, 7 TDs 
i hare Rushing: Travis Prentice, 173 att., 512 yds., 7 TDs 
Mike Tern. Recelving: Kevin Johnson, 57 rec., 669 yds., 0 TDs 
fait TH Wichiings Phil Dawson, 14/17 Fas, 17/17 XPs 
Cotoracio St. ff Punting: Chns Gardocki, 108 punts, 45.5 avg. 
Sere Mokoff Ret: Jamel White, 43 ret, 21.7 avg. 
Vopria Dennis Northoutt. 27 ret., 10.7 avg. 
Vewiria 
Ole Mess 
Neami 


Texas Tech 


OPP. 
343 


Total First Downs 


12 13 25 


RED ZONE 
Pts, TD, 
#3535 
296 34 


Cleveland 19 9 28 


Offense 
Defense 
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Jacksonville Jaguars 


None 


Losses 


WR Reggie Barlow 

P Bryan Barker 
LB Brant Boyer 

SS Mike Logan 

C Quentin Neujahr 
T Leon Searcy 

C Jeff Smith 

G Brenden Stai 


2001 Prediction 
3rd AFC Central 


2000: 7-9 


Additions 


ne year, they are a half away from 

the Super Bowl; the next year, half 

the roster is gone. That's what the 
NFL salary cap can do, 

Welcome to the story of the Jacksonville 
Jaguars, circa 2001. 

OK, the Jaguars didn’t lose half their ros- 
ter in their purge toward the NFL salary 
cap in the spring, but 22 
released or allowed to become free agents. That left a team that 
lost the AFC Championship Game after the 1999 season a 
shell of itself 14 months later. 

Except that’s not how the team sees it. The idea of the of 
season was to trim the cap while maintaining the core, and the 
belief around the team is that they were successful enough to 
return to the playoffs after a 7-9 season in 2000, 


players were 


“We believe we can be very competitive,” Jaguars coach Tom 
Coughlin says. “Will we be different? Certainly. But can we 
win? There's not a doubt in my mind.” 


quarterbacks 


After an off-season of speculation and contract talks, Mark 
Brunell is still the Jaguars’ quarterback and still the key to the 
team’s offense. 

Despite what was at times a porous offensive line, Brunell 
had one of his best seasons in 2000, throwing for the second- 
most yards of his career and tying his own team record for most 
touchdowns with 20. 

Is Brunell the same quarterback as he was in 1996, when he 
had his best season? No. He no longer scrambles with the same 
effectiveness, and that has taken away an important clement of 
his game. 

But he has improved in recent seasons as a pocket passer. He 
sees the field and reads defenses far better than he did in his 
early days. 

It is at backup where the Jaguars have major concerns. Last 
year's backup, Jamie Martin, was released in the cap purge 


2001 Draft 

Marcus Stroud DT 
Maurice Williams T 

Eric Westmoreland LB 
James Boyd Ss 

David Leaverton P 

Chad Ward G 

Anthony Denman LB 
Marion McCree Ss 

Richmond Flowers WR 
Randy Chevrier DT 


Georgia 
Michigan 
Tennessee 
Penn State 
Tennessee 
Washington 
Notre Dame 
Kentucky 
Chattanooga 
McGill 
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Impact 

The Jaguars couldn't do anything in free 
agency because of salary cap prob- 
lems, but kept their crucial losses to a 
minimum. Searcy was the major depar- 
ture. Stroud is expected to be a power- 
ful run-stuffer. Williams will be expected 
to compete for a starting role, and 
Westmoreland has enough speed to 
play immediately. 
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then re-signed, and although Jonathan 
Quinn was sent to NFL Europe to develop, 
the 1998 third-round draft choice has yet to 
win the second-team job in three seasons of 
trying. 


running backs 


Fred Taylor entered last season hoping to 
stay healthy and prove he was one of the best 
backs in the NFL. He missed the first three games, but still 
proved his point. 

Taylor, with his unique combination of size and speed, 
rushed for more than 100 yards in nine consecutive games late 
last season, finishing with a team-record 1,399 yards. Taylor 
proved he could produce behind a young, struggling line, as 
he'll have to do early in 2001. 

As with much of the Jaguars’ roster, depth is a problem. Vet- 
eran backup Anthony Johnson was not re-signed as a free 
agent, and third-year veteran Stacey Mack was unproductive 
and overly cautious in his brief appearances last season. 


receivers 


If there has been an area of consistent strength on the 
Jaguars in their six-year history this is it, and this season 
should be no different. Keenan McCardell, despite specula- 
tion he had lost some speed, had a career year and showed few 
signs of slowing. 

And then there's Jimmy Smith. There are bigger-name 
receivers in the NFL, but none have been as consistent or pro- 
ductive over the last five seasons, He has had five consecutive 
1,000-yard-plus seasons, and has made the Pro Bowl the last 
four seasons. Smith is big, fast, and is nearly always open, 

Tight end Kyle Brady had career highs in receptions and 
yards, and the red-zone offense should improve with the return 
of tight end Damon Jones from an ACL tear. 


offensive linemen 


The Jaguars lost Pro Bowl tackle Leon Searcy to the 
Ravens in the off-season. On the one hand, that doesn’t 
mean a drop-off, because he missed last season with a torn 
quadriceps tendon. On the other hand, he was an anchor 
for four seasons, and one of the best run-blocking tackles 
in the NFL. Rookie Maurice Williams could get a shot at 
replacing Searcy. 

The Jags also lost guard Brenden Stai, center Jeff Smith 
and tackle Todd Fordham in free agency. That leaves the 
team without the entire right side of a line that improved 
markedly toward the end of last season. 

Left tackle Tony Boselli is still one of the best in the 
NFL, and should be closer to his peak level after playing 
last season while still recuperating from off-season knee 
surgery. Next to Boselli, second-year veteran Brad Meester 
improved drastically as he learned more about the Jaguars’ 
often complex blocking schemes. 

John Wade likely will start at center after missing most 
of last season with a stress fracture in his foot, and Zach 
Wiegert is expected to return to his right guard position. 


. . 
defensive linemen 

Defensive end Tony Brackens and defensive tackle Gary 
Walker saw their numbers slip last season, but they're still 
impact players. Overall, though, this area will have to 
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Peter Brouiliet 


Fred Taylor 
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Mark Brunell 


improve for the defense to rebound from a 
sub-par season, 

Brackens, who had a career-high 12 sacks 
in 1999, missed part of training camp in a 
contract dispute last season, then had 7.5 
sacks. Part of the reason for his drop-off was 
his role in coverage in the Jaguars’ zone blitz 
scheme. That role may lessen with the hiring 
of coordinator Gary Moeller in place of zone- 
blitz guru Dom Capers, who left to become 
head coach of the Houston Texans. 

Walker dropped from 10 sacks in 1999 to 
five last season, but he played hurt much of 
the season and never had a drop in effort. End 
Renaldo Wynn and tackle Seth Payne are 
solid, if not spectacular, and are effective 
against the run, but the depth in this area is 
lacking. 

Overall, aside from Brackens, there is not 
nearly enough up-front pressure, though 
that could change with the arrival of rookie 
Marcus Stroud, a tough space-eater from 
Georgia. 


linebackers 


This is a real trouble spot. Linebacker 
Kevin Hardy spent the off-season in a con- 
tract dispute, and through the spring, his 


96 


future was unclear. Even with Hardy's 
presence, the area is the weakest on 
the team. 

Middle linebacker Hardy Nicker- 
son missed all but six games last sea- 
son with hamstring and knee injuries, 
and will be 36 when next season 
begins. Rookie TJ. Slaughter filled in 
for Nickerson in the middle last sea- 
son, but one of the two likely will 
have to be moved outside. That 
means moving one from his natural 
position. Lonnie Marts is the current 
starter at the strong side position, but 
may be released. 

The depth is almost non-existent; 
second-year veteran Danny Clark is 
the only other linebacker on the ros- 
ter with NFL experience. Rookie 
Eric Westmoreland from Tennessee 
could get a shot to contribute right 


2000 Revisited 


The Prophecy: “That he is an elite run- 
ning back is beyond dispute. Here is the 
question: Can Fred Taylor stay healthy 
enough for long enough to have a truly 
special season?” 
The Lie: “If the Jags conquer the Titans, 
there's little challenge left.” 

— Athlon Sports Pro Football 2000 


punting, because the Jaguars allowed punter 
and holder Bryan Barker to leave via free 
agency. The 1997 Pro Bowl selection was 
adept at pinning opponents inside the 20, 
and kicker Mike Hollis had a great deal of 
faith in him as a holder. Rookie draft pick 
David Leaverton is his heir apparent. 

The team also lost short snapper Quentin 
Neujahr and long snapper Rich Griffith, so a 
lot of work must go into what has been a con- 
sistent area in years past. The return game 


away. 


efensive 
acks 


This group struggled 
last season at times, but 
the hope is that with 
safety Carnell Lake 
returning after a year's 
absence the production 
of 1999 can return, too. 

Lake, a Pro Bowl selection in 
1999, missed all of last season 
with a stress fracture in his foot. 
The younger secondary players 
clearly missed his leadership 
and knowledge of the defense. 

The cornerbacks, particu- 
larly, should benefit from 
Lake's return and should also 
benefit if they're allowed to 
play more press coverage. 
Third-year cornerback Fer- 
nando Bryant is a natural cover 
corner who can take a receiver 
away by himself, and sixth-year 
veteran Aaron Beasley is a solid 
tackler with good instincts for 
the ball. 

The team lacks depth here 
after losing versatile safety Mike 
Logan and free safety Rayna 
Stewart in the off-season, and 
strong safety Donovin Darius is 
solid against the run but suspect 
against the pass. 


specialists 


For the first time in team his- 
tory, there are significant ques- 


tions about the kicking and 


Steve Woltmann 
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could also use some fine-tuning. 


Back In The Day 


acksoowille Jaguars 


The year was 1995, 
the Jaguars were enter- 
coach Tom Coughlin 
wanted a strong leader 
Jeff Lageman. 

A first-round draft X ee 
Jets in 1989, Lageman  * Bs 
had developed into one 4 is 
respected defensive Se 
ends by 1995. He signed with the Jaguars over the 49ers, 
three seasons with the Jaguars, he was exceptional against 
the run and a powerful locker room leader. He had 12.5 
one of the key players on a surprising team that made the 
AFC Championship Game. 
after an injury ended his season on the first series. He is now 
married with one child and lives in Jacksonville. He works with 
the team's preseason games and is a promising analyst who 
also works NFL games for FOX sports. 
Pro Bowls: 0 
Known for: Leadership, standing up to Jaguars coach Tom 
motorcycle with a mohawk haircut. 
Best season: 1991 (career-high 10 sacks) 
son run in 1996, a run that ended with the Jaguars making 
the AFC Championship Game. 
season, 1998, he tore his right biceps, ending his career 15 
games earlier than he had planned. 


Jeff Lageman 

ing their first season and 

for a young team. Enter 

choice of the New York f ’ 

of the NFL’s most 

and although Lageman was never a dominant pass rusher in 

sacks in three seasons, including 4.5 in 1996, when he was 
Lageman retired after the 1998 season, which he missed 

the Jaguars’ broadcasting department, is a color analyst on 

Career: 47 sacks, 12 forced fumbles, 1 interception 

Coughlin, showing up for Jets training camp as a rookie on a 

Shining moment: Was key figure in the Jaguars’ late-sea- 

Darkest hour: In the first game of what was to be his final 

Salary: $841,500 avg. a year 


Pro FooTBALL 2001 


3 


J 


Head Coach: Tom Coughlin (NFL Record: 60-44) 
Offensive Coordinator: Bob Petrino 


RESULTS 


Senate Goas@aihen Sae) @heemer 27-7 W at Cleveland 72,418 
36-39 iL at Baltimore 68,843 
NO. NAME POS) (HT OWT: EXP, COUEGE: )149-'0° W Cincinnati 45,653 
i satap hae as ae eu Bh a 14-43 L at Indianapolis 56,816 
easiey, Aaron so" t Virginia 
71 Boselll, Tony T 67° 318 usc : oe a, 
8) Brackens, Tory DE Ga" 271 Texas t 
BO Brady, Kyle TE 66° 277 Penn St L at Tennessee 68,498 
8 Bnei. Mak @ 6i" 217 Washington L Washington 69,061 
25 Bryert, Fernando 06 S10" 176 Asbana w at Dallas 63,554 
55 Cath, Danny iB 82 24 Birxis L Seattle 68,063 
29 Craft, Jason 08 5'10° 178 Colorado St. W at Pittsburgh 50,925 
27 Criss, Shadwick DB 5‘1i" 184 Missouri Ww Tennesse 65.454 
20 Darus, Dorovin OB 6° 216 Syracuse ‘ 
51 Hardy, Kevin iB 64° 248 tines Ww Cleveland 51,262 
1. Holts; Mike K 57° 174 Kdano Ww Arizona 53,472 
=e A 23. kins, Anthony (Uj) RB 60" 225 1 Notre Dame L at Cincinnati 50,469 
88 jones, Daron T 65° 271 Southern Minois Giants 77,924 
Tony Boselli 64 Koch, Aaron G 6 3S Oregon Sz. ‘ SNR EER a 
37 Leke, Camell DB Bi" 213 1 UCLA LEADERS 
Outside the Huddle 76 Ledford, Dwayne T 63" 295 East Caroling Passing: Mark Brunell, 512-311-3,640-44, 20 TDs 
$3 || Leroy, Eras sR Eats. Gere? Bushing: Fred Taylor, 292 att., 1,399 yds., 12 TDs 
34 Mack Stacey RB G1" 237 Temgie LOE RB 
Week in, week out Jaguars quarterback Mark | 10 Mart», lene Qe 62 2s Weber St. | Recelving: Keenan McCardell, 94 rec 


Tulane 

UNLY 
Northern lowa 
Washington St. 
McNeese St. 
UCLA 
California 
Colorado Sz. 
Comel 

NC, A&T 
Middle Tenn, 


Kicking: Mike Hollis, 24/26 FGs, 33/33 XPs 
Punting: Bryan Barker, 76 punts, 42.0 avg 
Kickoff Ret.: Shyrone Stith, 33 ret., 23.8 avg 
Punt Ret.: Reggie Barlow, 29 ret., 6.9 avg. 
Tackles: Kevin Hardy, 149, 88 solo 

Sacks: Tony Brac! 


6 
na 
be} 
Bs 


58 Marts, Lonnie 
87 McCardell. Keenan «6s WRs«S'1"— 390 
63 Meester, Brad G 63° 3X 
92 Meier, Rob OE 65" 270 
79 Nelson, Reggie G 63° 321 
83 Neufeld, Ryan TE 64" 240 
56 Nickerson, Hardy (B 62 23 
45 Olson, Erk oS Gi" 210 
91 Payne, Seth or 64" 290 
54 Peishwk, Troy LB G2" «242 

Quinn, Jonathan QB 6'6* 239 


Brunell started 16 games last season. It was 
the second time in his career he has started all 
16 games, with 1996 being the other. 

Mr. Jaguar The Jaguars had only one player 
play in every game in team history. That's 
punter Bryan Barker, who was an unrestricted 
free agent and was not re-signed by the team. 
What might have been Running back Fred 
Taylor missed the first three games of the sea- 


OPP. 
Total First Downs 318 252 
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12 
son and was limited in three others, but he still | 31 Shelton, Daimon(u) RB 60" 260 Sacramento St. R 109 85 
rushed for 1,399 yards, a team record. 57 Shepherd, Gannon T Ss ot Ouke Sou 193 144 
Favorite targets Brunell has thrown 106 |S SewieD = iB GY Mt Seaton MSS T penalty 16 23 
touchdown passes in six seasons with the | 55 com Pe WA 61° 204 Jeciacn Se 3rd Down: Made/Att 100/235 74/203 
Jaguars. Jimmy Smith has caught 30 and | 92 smi, Lary , 65° 284 Fira St 3rd Down Pct. 42.6 36.5 
Keenan McCardell has caught 21. 81 Soward, Ray WR 511° 178 4 use ph rsilapenes ig Lae Bs 
i th 95 Spicer, Paul DE 6's" 271 4 Saginaw Vale St h DOWN Pct. Re oh 
So eee eerie aise [3 sxome for me i wows | Pouesinhe E2288 
ng ; y ‘ p 5 Ile. im K oe mii: Adansas St. | Total Net Yards 5,690 4,845 
October, They are 1-0 in August, 12-11 inSep- | 25 tye Fred RB i 2 3 Fonda Avg. Per Game 355.6 302.8 
tember, 12-13 in October, 16-7 in November, | 4; momas, Kinauee O08 SM" 183 1 Ga Souhem Avg. Per Play 5.3 5.2 
14-9 in December and 1-0 in January. 68 Wade, John C 8S" 26 3 Marshal | Net Yards Rushing 2,032 1,685 
Winner Brunell is 51-33 as a starter in regu- | 9 Weber, Gey or 62° 30 6 ‘Atun | Avg. Per Game 327.0 105.8 
larseason games, 55-37 overall. He has won | % Whites. Avs WRiy OO 389. /8 NY Site i tional Mee pes 
der head coach Tom Coughlin | 77 West 2a eee eel Were 
more games un IN | 43° Wakams, Jermaine RRB 60" 236 3 Houston | Net Yards Passing 3,658 3,160 
than any other NFL quarterback has under his | 97 Wren Renaldo DE 63° 288 4 NoveDame Avg. Per Game 228.6 197.5 
head coach. Net Avg. Per Att. 6.7 69 
Front-runner Smith's 6,599 yards receiving in _| \V)~ wweststed free agents os of May 4 Sacked/Yards Lost §=»-_- 54/289 Rew 
the last five seasons are 600 yards more than | (*)~ "stites free agents as of Moy 1 eee 4 Heels aye 
any other receiver in the NFL during that span. Com : 
pletion Pct. 61.1 56.3 
Tough at Alltel Even with a 4—4 home record in Had Intercepted 15 12 
2000, the Jaguars’ home record of 32-8 since Punts/Average 79/41.9 90/42.5 
1996 is the NFL's third-best over that span. Penaities/Yards 95/703 96/814 
Fumbles /Bail Lost 27/14 26/18 
Touchdowns 40 39 
OFFENSE DEFENSE ae tp v 
SSIN, 
©. Ea Renaldo Wynn Mise 0 ? 
ra | Kyle Brady Gary Walker SCORING SY PERIODS Qi Q2 Q3 Qs OT PTS 
a Tony Boselli Seth Payne Jaguars 69142 74 76 6 367 
Brad Meester Tony Brackens Opponent 59 88 61 119 0 327 
| Sm John Wade Kevin Hardy Tumovers; Takeaways Giveaways 
oa Zach Wiegert Hardy Nickerson Int. Fum, Total Int. Fum, Total Diff, 
oe! Maurice Williams Lonnie Marts Jacksonville 12 48 30 15 14 29 41 


cc Keenan McCardell Fernando Bryant 

Sw Mark Brunell Aaron Beasley RED ZONE 

3 s Fred Taylor Carnell Lake Att Pts. 7D. FG. D% 
> Daimon Shelton Donovin Darius 

= + Mike Hollis David Leaverton Offense 57 244 27 18 47.4 


Defense 49 217 26 12 65.0 


Personnel changes made after May 1 may not be reflected. 
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he Pittsburgh Steelers have gone three 

seasons without making the playoffs, 

and coach Bill Cowher took up a dust 
mop to clean house. 

He fired offensive coordinator Kevin 
Gilbride and promoted Mike Mularkey to 
the job from tight ends coach. He hired the 
franchise's first quarterbacks coach in 28 
years, Tommy Clements. He made two 
other changes on his staff and released four veteran starters in 
the spring, including the captains of his offense and defense. 

But typically, even though they will move into a new sta- 
dium this fall, the Steclers made no big splash in free agency, If 
there is improvement, it will come from within. 

“It's a natural transformation that's taking place,” Cowher 
says. “It's an evolution of what you're trying to do with your 
team.” 

Many wondered what precisely that was after the Steelers 
went 7-9 and 6-10 before they rebounded, somewhat, to 9-7 
last season, They still didn’t make the playoffs, though. One 
more year on the outside looking in and the mop will turn into 
a big broom. 


Kordell Stewart just won't go away. Banished to wide receiver 
for the final five games of 99 and banished to No. 2 to open 
last season, Stewart fought his way back into the starting job 
and back into the confidence of the Steelers. 

He's now the clear-cut starter after his resurrection. “He 
came in and seized the opportunity,” Cowher says. “He played 
with some confidence and took control during games.” 

Stewart was 7—4 as the starter and ran the offense with more 
confidence than he did the previous two seasons, running with 
more effectiveness and throwing fewer interceptions. He 
played with a chip on his shoulder because of what he felt was 
unfair treatment by his coaches. 

Now, the club has thrown its full support behind him as its 


2001 Draft 

1 Casey Hampton NT 
2 Kendrell Bell LB 
4 Mathias Nkwenti  T 

5 Chukky Okobi c 

6 Rodney Bailey DE 
6 Roger Knight LB 
7 Chris Taylor WR 


Texas 
Georgia 
Temple 
Purdue 
Ohio State 
Wisconsin 
Texas A&M 


Impact 

The Steelers strengthened their defen- 
sive front and looked to their future in 
the offensive line in the draft. Hampton 
will start at nose tackle, moving veteran 
Kimo von Oelhoffen to end. Bell and 
Jones, a veteran from the Rams, will fill 
a spot at inside linebacker vacated 
when the Steelers cut Kirkland. Hart- 
ings, a guard from the Lions, will 
replace the released Dawson at center. 
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current and future quarterback, again, and 
never investigated bringing in another. 

They want to develop him along the lines 
of Steve McNair and other mobile quarter- 
backs, something they should have done two 
years ago. 

Kent Graham will remain the backup and, 
unless Stewart fails miserably or is hurt, he 
will not get a chance to start. Tee Martin, 
though, will have a chance to unseat Graham as No. 2 in train- 
ing camp after a rookie season of inactivity. 


The Steelers have enough confidence that Jerome Bettis, at 
age 29, can keep running over NFL defenses that they signed 
him to a six-year contract. 

He's already in Hall of Fame range with 9,804 yards in just 
eight seasons. His 1,341 last season convinced the Steelers he 
has several more good years in him, He has missed only three 
games in his career and has not lost a fumble in his past 528 
carries, 

Bettis enjoyed running behind rookie fullback Dan Kreider, 
who performed remarkably well in the second half of the sea- 
son in place of injured Jon Witman. Kreider, who was 
undrafted, throws crushing blocks inside the tackles where Bet- 
tis runs. 

Both Chris Fuamatu-Ma‘afala and Richard Huntley have 
proven to be good third-down backs, when they stay healthy. 


The team made a big commitment to the wide receiver posi- 
tion by using their past two first-round draft picks on Plaxico 
Burress and Troy Edwards, and last year they had little to show 
for it. 

Burress and Edwards combined for no touchdowns and lit- 
tle production. They both lost their starting jobs, and Burress 
developed a serious wrist injury that required surgery. The club 
is banking on their maturation this season, in more ways 
than one. 

In the meantime, Hines Ward and Bobby Shaw have 
become the team’s best and most reliable receivers and 
picked up the slack last season when Burress and Edwards 
failed. But without Burress or Edwards coming on, Pitts- 
burgh will remain mediocre at a position that lacks speed. 

Tight end Mark Bruener has been lobbying for more 
receptions and he may just get them, because Mularkey, 
his former position coach, believes he can be more of a 
weapon in the offense. 


For the first time in a dozen seasons, the Steelers won't 
open with Dermontti Dawson at center. They released one 
of the game's all-time best centers because of injury and the 
salary cap and will gamble that Jeff Hartings can take his 
place. 

Hartings, signed as an unrestricted free agent from 
Detroit, has never played center in the NFL but many 
believe he will have no problem making the transition 
from guard and become a good center. 

If so, Pittsburgh will have a solid line. They were 
delighted with the play of left tackle Wayne Gandy, who 
should have received more Pro Bowl attention. 
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Peter Brow 


Jerome Bettis ~ 


Kordell Stewart 


After two years in flux at right tackle, the 
Steelers finally found someone who can play 
the position in Marvel Smith. He started nine 
games as a rookie. The two guards, Alan 
Faneca and Rich Tylski, are adequate run- 
blockers. 


The Steelers were hoping to bolster the 
weakest part of their team through free 
agency but could not find the right man at the 
right price. 

Kimo von Oclhoffen was easily the best 
end playing nose tackle in the league. He's 
quick and can get around blocks, but the 
Steelers would prefer to put a bigger man in 
the middle and allow von Oelhoflen to play 
end. 

That's why they drafted 305-pound nose 
tackle Casey Hampton from Texas. He gives 
Pittsburgh the beef upfront the team has been 
lacking. Kendrick Clancy, a rookie last season, 
will back up Hampton. 

No end in the team’s 3-4 defense has been 
productive the past several seasons, but Aaron 
Smith came out of nowhere last year and was 
their best end. “The development of Aaron 
Smith was surprising,” Cowher says. “No one 
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anticipated that. He's turned into a 
good player.” And moving von Oel- 
hoffen outside upgrades the unit con- 
siderably. 

The Steelers released Kevin Henry, 
their other starting end, in a salary cap 
move. Chris Combs and Chris Sulli- 
van will be a part of the rotation, but 
there's no real umph here. 


The heart and soul of the Steelers’ 
defense has always been the lineback- 
ers, but they removed the meat when 
they released captain Levon Kirkland 
for salary cap purposes. 

Filling his 280-pound slot inside 
will be their biggest task, and they 
may well not be able to do it. Earl 
Holmes will slide over to fill Kirk- 
land’s “buck” spot inside. He has led 
the team in tackles the past two sea- 
sons, once Kirkland’s domain, 

Mike Jones, a free agent from the 
Rams, made a name for himself with 
a Super Bowl-saving tackle two years 
ago, stopping the Titans’ comeback 


The Prophecy: “Cowher is an intense 
coach and proven motivator, and ... his 
team could surprise this season.” 
The Lie: “You get on a roll, stay away 
from injuries at key positions, play well 
and consistently, we're looking at a cham- 
pionship.” — Steelers coach Bill Cowher 
—Athion Sports Pro Football 2000 


Cowher's team, Strong safety Lee Flowers 
puts on some licks. 

Depth in the secondary, though, is a prob- 
lem. 

“There's no question, there's some depth 
issues we need to address,” Cowher says. “But 
we're probably as stable as we've been in years.” 


Kicker Kris Brown nearly matched his suc- 
cessful rookie season by making 25-of-30 
field goal tries, including a shot from 52 
yards. Coaches wish he would kick off deeper, 
though, because that’s a problem area. 

Punter Josh Miller continued his excel- 
lence, The team also found a punt returner — 
Hank Poteat averaged 13 yards and scored a 
TD. Mike Logan may return kickoffs. 


bid. Now he will make 
a name in Pittsburgh 
replacing —_ Kirkland. 
Rookie Kendrell Bell 
will spell Jones and 
Holmes. 

Outside linebackers Jason 
Gildon, who came into his own 
with his first Pro Bowl, and Joey 
Porter combined for 24 sacks 
and are the only real pass rush- 
ers the Steelers have. Porter, 
who had 10.5 sacks, has the 
chance to be a big-time rusher 
from the right side. 
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The addition of Mike Logan 
at free safety adds speed to a 
solid secondary that has size and 
coverage ability. He signed as an 
unrestricted free agent and 
could replace Brent Alexander 
as the starter. The Steelers have 
given up on Scott Shields, a sec- 
ond-round pick two years ago. 

Cornerback Dewayne Wash- 
ington has developed nicely. He 
covered so well last season that 
offenses stopped throwing his 
way. Chad Scott covers reason- 
ably well for a big cornerback. 
Both are good against the run, 
unusual for corners in today’s 
NFL, but a must playing on 


Rocky Bieier 


Rocky Bleier saw little 
playing time his rookie sea- 
son es a 16th-round draft 
choice from Notre Dame in 
1968. The following year, § 
he saw lots of action — on 
the battlefields of Vietnam. 


Bleier, told he wouldp S& 
never play football again 
after his foot was severely . 
injured from shrapnel in 
Vietnam, returned to the 
team in 1970 and eventu- 
ally became a starting halfback alongside Franco Harris. 
Bleier earned four Super Bowl rings. His 1,036 rushing yards 
in 1976 combined with 1,128 by Harris to make the Steelers 
the only team with two 1,000-yard rushers in NFL history. 
Since his retirement after the 1980 season, Bleler, who 
lives in Pittsburgh, has made a living speaking before groups 
across the country about his experiences. 
Career: 3,865 yds. rushing., 4.2 avg., 23 TDs; 136 catches. 
Pro Bowls; None 
Known For: Recovering from Vietnam wounds and playing 
12 seasons in the NFL, including four Super Bowl victories. 
Best season: 1976 


Shining moment: With Super Bow! Xill tied just before half- 
time, Bleier leaped into the air to catch a pass from Terry 
Bradshaw for a 7-yard touchdown with 26 seconds left to put 
the Steelers ahead of Dallas for good in a 35-31 victory. 
Darkest Hour: A divorce in the 1990s forced Bleier to sell 
his four Super Bow! rings to a friend. His friend, however, later 
returned them to Bleier. 


Today's Market Value: $1.5 million avg. a year 
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Tennessee Titans 


he winds of change swept through the 

Music City during the offseason, 

sweeping away coaches and veteran 
players off a Tennessee Titans squad that 
many felt missed a golden opportunity last 
season. 

It did not, however, erase the sour taste 
left behind following a divisional playoff 
loss to AFC Central rival Baltimore. The 
Ravens went on to win the Super Bowl, and the Titans have 
been stewing ever since, feeling it should've been them. 

And while many of the stars return in 2001, the Titans will 
take on a different look with many more question marks. But 
the goal will remain the same — to get back to the Super Bowl, 
where they finished runners-up just two seasons ago. 

“Once you get that taste in your mouth for the Super Bowl, 
everything else is horrible,” defensive lineman Henry Ford says. 


quarterbacks 

A year ago, Steve McNair spent the off-season getting accus- 
tomed to offensive coordinator Mike Heimerdinger and new 
wrinkles in the offense. If things had only been so easy this year. 

Instead, McNair spent several months recovering from a 
shoulder infection that forced him into the hospital for three 
nights, kept his right arm in a sling during the early part of the 
new year and sidelined him for the team’s passing camp in April, 

He'll look to take out his frustration on opposing defenses 
this fall. 

McNair arguably made his greatest strides as a pro during 
the 2000 season, guiding the Titans to 13 regular season wins 
for the second straight year. He was named a first alternate to 
the Pro Bowl and his completion percentage (62.6 percent) was 
a career-high, 

But his poise at the end of several games perhaps stood out 
the most. “I think he is really in a wonderful spot in his career 
right now because he has experienced enough of the bad times 
and has grown,” Hall of Fame quarterback Dan Fouts says of 


2000: 13-3 2002 Draft 


Additions 

DE Kevin Carter 
DT Josh Evans 

K Joe Nedney 


Losses 


K_ Al Del Greco 

RB Mike Green 

DE Kenny Holmes 

LB Terry Killens 

CB George McCullough 
FB Lorenzo Neal 

WR Carl Pickens 

TE Michael Roan 

S Marcus Robertson 
WR Yancey Thigpen 
RB Rodney Thomas 
CB Denard Walker 


2001 Prediction 
2nd AFC Central 


2 Andre Dyson CB 
3 Shad Meler TE 
4 Justin McCareins WR 
5 Eddie Berlin WR 
6 Dan Alexander RB 
6 Adam Haayer T 
7 Keith Adams LB 


Utah 

Kansas State 
Northern Illinois 
Northern lowa 
Nebraska 
Minnesota 
Clemson 


Impact 

The Titans lost three starters off last 
year’s No, 1-ranked defense, but traded 
their first-round draft pick for former 
Rams defensive end Kevin Carter and 
used their second-round pick to nab cor- 
nerback Andre Dyson, who could fill 
another spot. Offensively the Titans will 
look familiar, though draft choices 
should help the receiving corps. Joe 
Nedney brings a different look to the 
kicking game, which hurt the team 
down the stretch last season. 
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McNair. “The running has always been there 
for Steve, but now he has so much more.” 

In veteran Neil O'Donnell, the Titans have 
a quality backup who has proven he can get 
the job done when called upon. 


running backs 

Eddie George turned opposing defenses 
black and blue again last season, using his 
bruising running style to hammer our a career high in rushing 
yards (1,509) and a franchise record in carries (403). 

George, however, heads into this season minus the benefits 
of the grueling off-season conditioning routine he has regularly 
used to whip himself into shape. George had surgery in Feb- 
ruary to repair a torn tendon in the big toe on his right foot 
and was not able to run for three months. He missed mini- 
camps in May and June, but is expected to be full speed for the 
regular season if all goes well in the recovery. 

If that holds true, the Titans will likely test his back — again. 
George carried the Titans during a good portion of the season, 
and received consideration for league MVP honors. 

When George looks around him this fall, however, some 
familiar faces in the backfield will be gone. Fullback Lorenzo 
Neal and long-time backup Rodney Thomas were among the 
Titans’ salary cap casualties. 


receivers 


Tight end Frank Wycheck has led the team in receiving the last 
five seasons, and will likely be McNair’ favorite target in 2001. 

Unless, of course, wide receiver Derrick Mason has even bet- 
ter things in store after a year to remember in 2000. Mason led 
the team’s wide receivers with 63 receptions, the most catches 
by a wide receiver in the organization since Webster Slaughter 
and Haywood Jeffires both caught 68 passes in 1994. The per- 
formance earned Mason a trip to the Pro Bow! and a new five- 
year contract. “He proved to us what he's capable of doing,” 
Titans Coach Jeff Fisher says. “He's going to be a go-to guy for 
Steve for a long time.” 

Wide receiver Kevin Dyson is hoping he, too, can 
develop a similar bond with McNair after missing all but 
two games last season following season-ending knee 
surgery. Dyson has been busy rehabbing the knee since 
September and hopes to be close to full speed when train- 
ing camp opens in July, 

Speedy Chris Sanders again provided flashes of his big- 
play capability, and with Yancey Thigpen and Carl Pick- 
ens gone from last year's roster, he'll be looked to stretch 
the field on a more consistent basis. 


offensive linemen 

While players have come and gone in other areas, the 
offensive line should be a strength since there will be no 
player changes. 

There is a chance, however, 18-year veteran Bruce 
Matthews could move from left guard back to center, 


Famer, who finished last season with a variety of injuries. 
If Matthews stays put, Kevin Long, a starter at center 
for the last three seasons, will remain in the middle of the 
line. A lot depends on how guard Zach Piller, entering his 
third NFL season, develops during training camp. 
Brad Hopkins, coming off his first Pro Bowl season, will 
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which could take some wear and tear off the future Hall of 
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Eddie George 


undoubtedly occupy the left tackle spot, 
while Benji Olson and Fred Miller will line up 
at right guard and right tackle, respectively. 


defensive linemen 


After a spectacular rookie season, defen- 
sive end Jevon Kearse was the subject of 
plenty of extra attention last year. Still, 
Kearse ended up with 11.5 sacks and five 
forced fumbles and was voted to his second 
straight Pro Bowl. 

“The Freak” helped the Titans record a 
franchise-record 55 sacks, which partly 
explains why the team finished No. 1 in the 
NEL in total defense. 

The defensive line took a temporary hit 
when defensive end Kenny Holmes signed a 
free agent contract with the New York Giants. 
Bur the Titans quickly filled the hole by trad- 
ing a 2001 first round pick for former Pro 
Bowl end Kevin Carter, who averaged more 
than 13 sacks in his final three seasons with 
the Rams. 

Inside, the front is solid, with tackles Jason 
Fisk, John Thornton and Joe Salave'a all capa- 
ble of stopping the run and harassing oppos- 
ing quarterbacks. Henry Ford can play both 
inside and outside. 
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linebackers 

The biggest change here came in 
the coaching department. Former 
Kansas City Chiefs head coach Gun- 
ther Cunningham was hired as the 
Titans linebackers coach replacing Jim 
Schwartz, who was promoted to 
defensive coordinator when last year's 
coordinator, Gregg Williams, was 
named head coach of the Buffalo Bills. 

The Titans’ style of defense — 
attack, attack, attack — wont change, 
however, and its led by a talented 
group of linebackers. 

Middle linebacker Randall God- 
frey was a big hit in his first season 
with the Titans, recording a career- 
high 169 tackles while enjoying dou- 
ble-digit tackle games in nine of the 
team's 16 regular-season games. 

On the outside, veteran Eddie 
Robinson returns, along with Greg 
Favors, a ferocious tackler who made 
a name for himself while enjoying his 
best year as a pro. 

Keith Bulluck, last year’s first- 
= round draft pick, has the speed and 
© power of a budding star. 
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Ir's = to imagine 
the defense without free safety 
Marcus Robertson _ playing 
alongside strong safety Blaine 
Bishop, but Titan fans must get 
used to it. 

Robertson was waived dur- 
ing the off-season as a result of 
the team’s salary cap issues. That 
move that puts immediate pres- 
sure on second-year pro Bobby 
Myers, an athletic safety who 
played in 16 games last season. 
Bishop, an eight-year veteran, 
will be looked to in a leadership 
role more than ever before. 

Pro Bowler Samari Rolle, 
who led the Titans and tied for 
the AFC lead with seven inter- 
ceptions, will also have a new 
running mate at the other 
defensive back position, as 
Denard Walker signed with the 
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The Prophecy: “(McNair) is expected to 
improve downfield passing efficiency ....” 
The Lie: “Del Greco might have lost a 
yard or two in distance, but his accuracy is 
impeccable.” 

—Athion Sports Pro Football 2000 


specialists 


Of the new players on the team’s roster, Joe 
Nedney figures to be watched the closest, 
considering the Titans’ conservative offensive 
approach. Nedney, who spent time with Den- 
ver and Carolina last season, replaces 17-year 
veteran Al Del Greco as kicker. Del Greco, a 
fan favorite, struggled at crucial points during 
the season and was released. 

With Denver and Carolina in 2000, Ned- 
ney made 34-of-38 field-goal attempts, 
including 10-of-13 from 40 yards or longer. 
With the Titans, Nedney will likely handle 
the kickoff duties as well. 

Punter Craig Hentrich finished second in 
the AFC and tied for second in the NFL with 
33 punts downed inside the 20. 

Mason's returns allowed him to setan NFL 
record for combined yards with 2,690. 


Back In The Day 


Mike Munchak 


Mike Munchak sacri- 
ficed his body for 12 sea- § 
sons with the Houston 
Oilers, and he has the - 
knees to show for it. 

A firstround choice in 
the 1982 draft, Mun- 
chak, considered one of 
the best guards of all 
time, was elected to the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame 
during the off-season. 
Munchak’s No. 63 is one - 
of just four numbers that have been retired by the tranches 

Following his retirement in 1994, Munchak began his 
coaching career as an offensive quality contro! assistant for 
the Oilers. He was named the team’s offensive line coach in 
1997, and today is the offensive line coach for the Ten- 
nessee Titans, where he coaches one of his former team- 
mates, veteran Bruce Matthews. Munchak and his wife, 
Marci, have two daughters, Alexandria (14) and Julie (12). 
Career: Played in 159 regular season games (fourth on the 
club's all-time list) and 10 playoff games. 

Pro Bowls: 9 (1984-85, '87-93) 
Known for: His outstanding blocking and longevity in the 


Denver Broncos during the off —_ league. 
season. Best season: 1985 
Donald Mitchell, who Shining moment: It came in January, when he was elected 


missed all of last season with a 
knee injury, will battle Dainon 
Sidney, and second-round pick 
Andre Dyson, for Walker's old 


job. 
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to the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 


Darkest hour: Was forced to retire in 1994 because of 
chronic pain in his knees. 


Today’s market value: $4.5 million (salary cap value) 
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Roster 2000 Team Stats 


nom mau RESULTS 
Defensive Coordinator: Jim Schwartz . 13-16 L at Buffalo 77,492 
17-144 ~=W Kansas City 68,203 
NAME EXP COLLEGE § 93-00 W at Pittsburgh 51,769 
73 Bishoo, Blaine 08 53° 43 8 Bal St 28-14 W New York Giants 68,341 
milena leva name eae ll cond Mi mmencarcedd LET leet Cc 63,406 
53 Bulluck, Kolth iB 683 232 1 Sram | 2/78. OW Jacksonville 68,498 
93. Carter. Kain be 65' 2 6 Pots 14-6 W at Baltimore 69,200 
57 Chambetin, Frank (B61 250 «1 «(Boston Colege 27-210 W at Washington 83,472 
17 Coleman, Oris wR 60 22 1 NC State 97 #W Pittsburgh 68,498 
56 DiNapol, Gennaro (RF) G63" 205 «3 (Vieginins Tech 23-24 «OL Baltimore 68,490 
BT Dyson, Kevin WR 62 21 § 3 Uy f 24-10 W Cleveland 68,498 
Ay stiteg tbr re gases eo ef 13-16 Lat Jacksonville 65,454 
51 Fors, Greg (R) iB 61 246 3 Mesmspis f tod3 Ww at Philadelphia 65,639 
97 Fisk, Jason oT 63 2 6 sorte | 3-3 OW Cincinnati 68,498 
92 Ford, Henry OT 63° 295 7 Maren | 24-0 W at Cleveland 72,318 
94 Frisch, Byron DE 65° 267 3 BYU Dallas 68,498 
Randall Godfrey 27 George, Eade RS 63" 240 5 Ohio St. 
s 56 Gostey, Randa iB 62" 28S 5 Georpa 
Outs de the Huddle 20 Green, Mike RB 6 289 «1 Heastor Baltimore 68,527 
15 Hentch, Crag P 63 XS 7? Nove Dene 
72 Hopkins, Brad 1 63 35 8 Uinois LEADERS 
Youth is served Jeff Fisher became the fourth- 54 Jackson, Chris WR 62° 203 1 Washrgion & Passing: Steve McNair, 396-248-2,847-13, 15 TDs 
youngest head coach to win 50 regularseason | 9) Hewse, Jeco DE 65° 265 2 Forts Rushing £ 2. 803 att. 1.509 yds.. 14 TDs 
games since 1960, joining such coaching | 88 Hiney Enon fe 6S 272 3 Fora miele Frank Rey eis ‘ede, TDs 
greats as Don Shula and John Madden. 83 Leach, Mine TE (OS (28 1 | Wen A Mey A i MLE Uke on sine ao 
Dominant defense Tennessee finished the 4 acahiett Re nae pa ; batists coicnan Maca a a 
2000 regular season ranked No. 1 in the NFLin | 35 sascnems asc 7. 68 30 7 ear aa, RO Se AS eae 
: are = Kickoff Ret.: Derrick Mason, 42 ret, 27.0 avg 
total defense, allowing 238.4 yards per game. | 74 \tacnees, Bue G 65 36 18 usc = sae ae 
The Titans held Dallas to 95 yards in total | 33 wcculougn Geese iR) 0B S110" 187 3 Baylor | Punt Ret.;: Derrick Mason, 51 ret, 13.0 avg, 
offense in the season-finale, the second-lowest | 4 Mclenere,Bmncon 08 63° 26 1 Oregon Tackles: Randal Godfrey, 169, 97 soio 
yardage total in Cowboys history. 9 McNow, Steve @ 62 25 6 Accom St. | Sacks: Jevon Kearse, 11.5 
Workhorse Eddie George is one of only two | Ji Mire ot Be a Daft J ntercoptions: Samar Role, 7 for 140 yds 
running backs in NFL history to rush for 4,200 | 2c serie ae DB S1°° 208 1 Michigan TENNESSEE , 
yards in each of his first five seasons, with the | 32 Myers, Bobey 06 61' 169 1 Wisconsin ff Total First Downs 299 215 
other being Eric Dickerson. Nechey, Joe K 65° 220 5 — San Jone St. Rushing 107 62 
Give it to Eddie The Titans are a perfect 22-0 . dealers Y ied = e enecaie ict zu er 
the bell27 tines ormore and ere &-Gwhene | Pore 08 SLi 210 3 Samemttes | Sri Dow: Made/at 97/228 68/224 
69° Pilor, Zech G 65" 30 2 Florida 3rd Down Pet. 42.5 30.8 
runs for two or more touchdowns. 55 Robinson, Eddie iB 61 23 «9 Alabarne St. 4th Down: Made/Att 4/14 4/12 
Sack attack Titans defensive end Jevon | 22 Role, Same i} pB 60° 175 3 Florida St 4th Down Pet. 36.4 83 
Kearse ranks third on the alltime list for most | S#ye'a ke) OF 6S 2 3 feaona 9 Possession Avg. 33:48 26:12 
sacks by a defensive player in his first two sea- is oss Oe is dat oes : Oho St. I Total Net Yards 5,350 3,814 
sons. With 26 sacks, he ranks behind only Reg- 4 papa sy ‘ie hae ins ie Re ns ae aes nie 
gie White and the late Derrick Thomas. 59 Semon, Pater iB Gy 246 Oregon | Net Yards Rushing 2,085 4.390 
Third down woes The Titans converted an | 95 Smith, Robore DE 64" 271 1  Mchew St. Avg. Per Game 130.3 86.9 
impressive 15-0f-25 third-and-8 opportunities, | 78 Tormton, John OT G2 295 2 West Vigioio Avg. Per Attempt 3.8 3.6 
but were only 4-0f-15 on third-and-3 and 6-of-16 | 22 Wiek Billy QB 62" 210 1 Fresno St, Total Rushes 546 387 
on third-and-4. 77 Wotker, Rod Or G4’ 305 1 Troy St. f Net Yards Passing 3,265 2,424 
, 3% Were, Brad ba 61 26 1 Auburn Avg. Per Game 204.1 151.5 
Titans on top The Titans have recorded the | 9 Wycheck Frank Te 63° 250 8 Mantand [| Net Avg. Per Att. 70 52 
best record (26-6) in the NFL since the start of Sacked/Yards Lost 28/165 55/337 
the 1999 season. Tennessee's 42-22 mark. | (Uj ~unrestrictod free agents ns of May 4 Gross Yards 3,430 2,761 


since the 1997 season is the fourth-best in the | (R)~ restricted free agents as of May 1 Att./Completions 462/286 466/242 
league, Complation Pet. 61.9 51.9 
Had intercepted 16 17 

Punts /Average 76/40.8 105/42.7 


Penaities/Yards 107/870 97/778 
Fumbles/Ball Lost 24/14 39/13 


OFFENSE DEFENSE 


Derrick Mason Kevin Carter Touchdowns 38 20 
Rushing 14 7 
Erron Kinney John Thornton Passing on 40 


Brad Hopkins Jason Fisk 


Misc 6 3 
Bruce Matthews Jevon Kearse 


SCORING BY PERIODS Q1 Q2 Q3) Q4 OT PTS 


ineup 


Kevin Long Greg Favors Titans 65111 75 92 3346 
= Benji Olson Randall Godfrey Opponent 36 50 30 75 0191 
a Fred Miller Eddie Robinson Tumovers: Takeaways Giveaways 


Frank Wycheck Dainon Sidney Int. Fum. Total Int. Fum, Total Diff. 
Kevin Dyson Samari Rolle Tennessee 17 13 30 16 14 30 O 
Steve McNair Blaine Bishop 

Eddie George Bobby Myers ZONE 


Joe Nedne raig Hentrich Att. Pts. ‘TD. FG. 1D% 
y : Craig Offense 56 239 26 19 46.4 


Defense 30 «4125 14 9 467 


projected 
starting 


Personnel changes made afer May 1 may not be reflected. 
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Denver Broncos 


2000: 


Additions 


T Todd Fordham 

TE Patrick Hape 

WR Eddie Kennison 

DT Leon Lett 

DT Chester McGlockton 
CB Denard Walker 

DE Keith Washington 


Losses 


CB Terrell Buckley 

TE Byron Chamberlain 
CB Ray Crockett 

LT Tony Jones 

G Mark Schlereth 

DT Keith Traylor 


2001 Prediction 
ist AFC West 


ithout a fifth-place schedule, the 

road to the playoffs should be 

much tougher for Denver this 
year, which is why the fiery Ray Rhodes may 
be the team's most important new acquisi- 
tion. 

But the intense coordinator isn't the only 
new face on a defense that management 
decided needed serious upgrading. The 
Broncos have two new starting corners and nwo new defensive 
tackles, 

“Ray is a motivator and he'll have those guys up and ready 
to play,” Broncos assistant Frank Bush says of the former defen- 
sive back. “He has the unique ability to relate to guys and get 
them to buy into his program.” 

In addition to playing in an improved AFC West, Denver 
faces both Super Bowl teams and has road contests against 
Miami and Indianapolis — a stark contrast to last year when 
pushovers helped Denver post an 11—5 mark. 


quarterbacks 


Brian Griese now has had as many injuries to his right shoul- 
der as he has pro seasons under his belt, so there is some con- 
cern whether he can return to the form that earned him a Pro 
Bowl spot last season. 

But Griese has vowed to strengthen the shoulder in the 
weight room and add a few pounds so he can withstand the 
punishment he will take in 2001. 

The Broncos showed their faith in the former Michigan star, 
signing Griese to a six-year, $38 million deal in April. NFC 
West rival Kansas City showed some interest in Griese, who 
had been a restricted free agent, but Denver quickly countered 
with the long-term contract offer. 

In Gus Frerotte, Denver has a more than capable backup 
waiting in the wings. Frerotte went 4—3 as a Broncos starter last 
season and is eager to show other teams he has what it takes. 
This off-season he turned down a $4 million signing bonus 


= 2001 Draft 
11-5 1 Willie Middiebrooks CB 


DE 


Minnesota 
Marshall 
lowa State 
Minnesota 
Cal 

lowa 


2 Paul Toviessi 

3 Reggie Hayward 
4 Ben Hamilton 

4 Nick Harris 

6 Kevin Kasper 


DE 
c 

P 
WR 


Impact 

The Broncos got defensive in 2001 after 
finishing last against the pass and allow- 
ing 5.8 yards per play. They dumped both 
starting corners, and defensive tackle 
Keith Traylor, and they added master moti- 
vator Ray Rhodes as coordinator and mas- 
sive DT Chester McGlockton. Even their 
first three picks were on defense. The 
shakeup may extend to special teams with 
Denver drafting punter Nick Harris in the 
fourth round. On offense, the MVPs may 
be team doctors who surgically repaired 
Brian Griese's right shoulder. 
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with Cincinnati so he could return to Denver 
to hone his skills for one more year before 
becoming an unrestricted free agent again 
next season. His ultimate goal is to land a 
starting job. 

Jarious Jackson will return as the No. 3 
quarterback only if he shows promise in NFL 
Europe. 


running backs 


Some teams might kill to have a 1,500-yard rusher like Mike 
Anderson in their starting backfield, bur the former sixth- 
round draft choice may find himself third-string again in Den- 
ver if Terrell Davis and Olandis Gary are healthy. That makes 
the 27-year old second-year pro trade bait. Shanahan insists he 
wants a first-round pick for the former Marine, but it’s unlikely 
he'll get it. 

A bigger question is whether Davis, who rushed for 2,008 
yards in 1998, will ever be his old self after knee and foot 
injuries forced him to miss 23 games over the past two years. 
Dont be surprised to see him asked to take a pay cut from the 
$5.8 million he's scheduled to make this year. 

Chances are that fullback Howard Griffith will be back, after 
garnering little interest in the free-agent market. 


receivers 

Rod Smith and Ed McCaffrey are coming off career seasons, 
combining for 201 catches, 17 touchdowns and 2,919 yards to 
dispel suggestions that they are on the decline. But once again 
Denver is looking for a legitimate No. 3 wideout, someone to 
take the pressure off its two stars. 

The Broncos hope speedster Eddie Kennison, signed in 
April, is the answer. The well-traveled Kennison started 10 
games for Chicago last season and caught 55 passes for 549 
yards, 

Tight ends, meanwhile, should continue to pick up any 
extra slack. Dwayne Carswell (49 catches, 495 yards) and 
Desmond Clark (27, 339) are back, though Carswell 
could miss time at the beginning of the season if he is 
found to have violated the NFL’s domestic violence policy. 
As insurance, the Broncos signed former Buccaneer 


Patrick Hape. 
offensive linemen 


Line coach Alex Gibbs may be headed for semi-retire- 
ment, but he left this unit in great shape. The Broncos 
made sure their young stars will be around for years to 
come, signing right guard Daniel Neil and right tackle 
Matt Lepsis to six-year deals totaling more than $43 mil- 
lion. 

The biggest question is whether fourth-year pro ‘Trey 
Teague will be ready to step in at left tackle, a spot held 
previously by cap casualty Tony Jones. Teague lost the bat- 
tle with Lepsis for the right tackle job last year, then was 
lost for the season in Week 2 with a torn anterior cruciate 
ligament. 

Teague, when finally healthy, will get a challenge from 
second-year pro Cooper Carlisle. Completing the line are 
center Tom Nalen and left guard Lennie Friedman, both 
solid starters. Part-timer Gibbs will work in training camp 
with new line coach Rick Dennison to groom some other 
youngsters, but this group could be intact for years to come. 


SporTS” Pro FOOTBALL 2001 


Bermhardt/All Lew 


yies 


asauy ueug 


— 


Rod Smith 


defensive linemen 


The secondary took much of the criticism, 
but Denver's defensive line was a liability last 
year against both the pass and the run. 
Whether three major changes will make a big 
difference remains to be seen. The Broncos 
dumped defensive tackle Keith Traylor, who 
graded out the lowest of the starting linemen. 
In his place they signed two players with as 
much baggage as bulk. 

Former Cowboy Leon Lett has been sus- 
pended three times for substance abuse, while 
the performance of former Chief Chester 
McGlockton has fallen short of his ability in 
recent years. 

But Broncos officials believe both will play 
their best under master motivator Rhodes. If 
they do, it should take some of the pressure 
off Pro Bowl defensive tackle Trevor Pryce, 
and free up ends Kavika Pittman and Maa 
Tanuvasa, for a few more sacks. 

Pryce, who led the Broncos with 12 sacks 
in 2000, signed a seven-year, $60 million con- 
tract in the off-season. 

The Broncos believe they bolstered their 
pass rush in the 2001 draft with second-round 
pick Paul Toviessi out of Marshall and third- 
round pick Reggie Hayward from Towa State. 
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linebackers 

This linebacking corps returns 
intact, thanks to a new deal for John 
Mobley worth $30 million over six 
years. Mobley wasn't quite himself in 
his first year back from ACL surgery, 
but he is perhaps Denver's best defen- 
sive player when healthy, 

Even with Mobley back, the Bron- 
cos will try to find more playing time 
for former second-round pick Ian 
Gold, a quick linebacker who can 
play end as well. 

History shows Rhodes is hardly a 
fan of Bill Romanowski (he traded 
him once, and allowed him to leave as 
a free agent the second time). But 
both sides insist there is no problem 
now. Romanowski had a down season 
in 2000, but he remains an iron man, 
and has not missed a game in 13 sea- 
sons. 

Middle linebacker Al Wilson, 
meanwhile, expects an improved sea- 
son after letting his injured shoulders 
heal. He figures to hit the weight 
room hard to prepare himself for the 


§ punishment. 


4% 


Rita” Back In The Day 


Haven Moses 


He was the other half ga, 
of the magical M & M 
connection, teaming up 
with quarterback Craig 
Morton to lead the Bron- 
cos to their first Super 
Bowl appearance follow- 
ing the 1977 season. 

Moses retired in 


The Broncos made 
no effort to re-sign starting cor- 
ners Ray Crockett and Terrell 
Buckley, an indication of how 
poorly they played in 2000. 
Coaches were particularly upset 
with their tackling. Instead, 
Denver dished out $26 million 
over six years for fifth-year pro 


2000 Revisited 


The Prophecy: “No one can ever replace 
the shoot-from-the-hip Shannon Sharpe. 
The seven-time Pro Bowl tight end was a 
force both on and off the field ...” 
The Lie: “The outspoken (Bubby) Brister 
is gone. So is concussion-prone Chris 
Miller. Don't be surprised to see (Mike) 
Shanahan bring in another gun. His first 
choice is San Francisco's Steve Young.” 
—Athion Sports Pro Football 2000 


specialists 
Kicker Jason Elam was pulled from kickoffs 


because of a back injury, but he remains one 
of the best in the league. If his back is better, 
Denver probably won't have room on the ros- 
ter for kickoff specialist Steve Lindsey. 

Punter Tom Rouen, who struggled in the 
first year of a seven-year, $7 million contract, 
will find some competition in training camp. 
Denver drafted Cal punter Nick Harris in the 
fourth round of the draft. 

The big question is whether to limit 
O'Neal as a return specialist since he will bea 
starting corner. Coaches love his big-play 
potential, especially on punt returns. A com- 
promise may be to let Chris Cole handle kick- 
off returns. 


Denard Walker, formerly of the 
Tennessee Titans. He isn't 
flashy, but his steady play 
should be a vast improvement. 
Plus, at 6'1", 190 pounds, he 
isnt afraid to throw his body 
around. 

Former first-round _ pick 
Deltha O'Neal takes over at the 
other corner spot. Opponents 
will pick on him, but he should 
be much better than he was a 
year ago. If he isn’t, playmaker 
Jimmy Spencer can step in. 

Denver's safeties took a lot of 
heat last season, but Billy Jenk- 
ins and Eric Brown played bet- 
ter than they were given credit 
for. Still, second-year pro 
Kenoy Kennedy, with a reputa- 
tion for big hits, will push for 
more playing time. 
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1981 following a 14-year 
career, then spent 15 
years working in public 
relations, sales and 
management for the Coors Brewing Co, Since then, he has 
served as director of community outreach and development 
for the Catholic Archdiocese of Denver, working with youths 
and speaking to parents, coaches and students. He lives in 
Denver with Joyce, his wife of 33 years. They have two sons: 
Christopher, 29, works in Baltimore for a sportswear manu- 
facturer; and Bryan, 26, works for Integer Group in Denver. 
Career: 448 catches, 8,121 yards, 56 TDs 

Pro Bowls: 1 (1973) 

Known For: Consistency. As a 14-year starter, he averaged 
18 yards per catch. 

Best Season: 1977 

Shining Moment: In the AFC Championship Game on New 
Year's Day, 1978, he caught five passes for 168 yards and 
two touchdowns. The first was a 20-yard post-corner route 
that he turned into a 74-yard TD. 

Darkest Hour: Learning he would be traded by Buffalo to 
Denver in 1972. 


Today's Market Value: $2.5 million. 
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RESULTS 


Head Coach: Mike Shanahan (NFL Record: 79-46) 


Offensive Coordinator: Gary Kubiak 36-41 L at St. Louis 65.956 
: Ray Rhodes : 
Defensive Coordinator: ay 42-14 W Atlanta 75,466 
NO NAME POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE 33-24 W at Oakland 62,078 
s pseae inget is eae aa 7 er 22-23 L Kansas City 74,596 
verrbeau, ter tanfon 
Dik ei | Oo Benes Wiliam | 19-28 New England 75,684 
73 Brown, Cyron OT 65° 275 3 Westen Biros 21-7 W at San Diego 56,079 
Fe peas De . as Z : eenemcites 44-10 W Cleveland 75,8114 
re t ‘ dghoma * . 
59 Cader, Gienn iB 63° 24 9 Houston 21-31 L at Cincinnati 61,603 
85 Catisle, Cooper 6 6s % 1 Foda | 30-23 W at New York 78,305 
a Pacha ds Dacins Ms AG oe 7 rately 27-24 W Oakland 75,951 
ay. casa Davos a 10" 208 1 ae | 38-37 «WO San Diego 75,218 
88 Car Desmond TE 63° 25 2 Wake Forest 38-31 W at Seattle 68,661 
AS Coghill, George D6 60" 210 4 Webs forest ; 
Bel CG Clk E a eA ny fake A 38-23 W at New Orleans 64,900 
48 Coleman, KaRon «AB. «S'7” «198 4 StectenFAistn 32-24 W Seattle 75,216 
30 Das, Terrell RB Sut" 210 «6 Georgia 7-20 L at Kansas City 78,406 
: & Doering, Civis WR 64° 195 2 Rorda J 
1 Blam, Jason K S11" 20 8 Hot Foo Sen Francisco 76,098 
Terrell Davis 85 Fields, Chatie wR 6° 200 1 Pern St 
Fordham, Todd T 65° 3X7 4 Florida & at Baltimore 
~ 12 Frentte, Gus g 63° 230 7 Tessa 
Outside the Huddle [== Die caaneiae 
22 «Gary, Olandis RB S11" 216 2 Georgia 
52 Gold, lan B60" 223 4 Michigan so 
Al, Dennis and Dan The Broncos will open on | 14 Griese, Brian OB 63° 215 3 hacia | Peseine: Brian Griese, 336:2162,6864, 19 TDs 
Monday Night Football for the fourth straight | Git tinscw) 8 Et ms geet | Rushing: Mise Anderson, 297 att.. 1,487 yds,, 15 TDs 
season, this time against the Super Bowl run- | os jasscrach Horokd DE 66" 285 7 Washranon [| Recelving: Ea McCattrey 
ner-up New York Giants to christen the new | 17 Jackson, Jaricus QB 60° 228 1 Netre Dame 9 Kicking: Jason Elam, 18/24 FGs, 49/49 xPs 
i H ; 32 Jenkins, Bily os 510° 25 4 Howard Tr. a e ane 
aver Field at Mile High Stadium. Denverhas | 35 7" a OY GO" 250 4  Fuorcia State Punting: Tom Rouen, 61 punts, 40.2 avg 
jost its last two openers, to Miami 38-21 in | 6 Jones, KO.) C eit 275 4 Mami || Kickolf Ret.: Deltha O'Neal, 46 ret,. 24.0 avg 
1999, and 41-36 to St. Louis | @ Kenno: 4 24 
sie a = sp t. Bae ast'year. 78 hee Ny be reg S28 I Punt Ret: Dettha O'Neal, 34 ret. 10.4 avg, 
ennium mark The Broncos were only the | re Loose Man T 64 20 4 Colorado ff Tackles: fobley, 133, 92 solo 
second team in NFL history to have three dif Lom. Léon OF 66 20 10 8 Empat Ig... oe. 12 
ferent 1,000-yard rushers in three consecutive | , ews Sen# AIRS ag pci Aaone ppainieete 
: : 2 Lindsey. Ste “1° f is : Terrell Buckley, 6 fo s, 
years. Mike Anderson's 1,500-ard effort in | 97 (eae ae ai a oe aE Pr beer penianveneln hts ioe 
2000 followed Olandis Gary's 1,159 yards in | 8? McCattey. Es WR 65° 215 10 Stanked 
ict ; 83 McGrff, Tronts wR 58° 185 2 Fea 
mig oe Terrell Davis’ record-setting 2,008- Setivises Choir OT. -B'4* BaD phases: Sr a Downs nes 
yard effort in 1998. 82 Miller, Bay TE 63" 230 2 use Passi aoe 16 
Spread the wealth The Broncos scored nine | =! Mey em iB 61" 23% § Kutztown : 
; : Bi Montgomery, Scottie WR G1" 195 1 Duke Penaity 36 25 
touchdowns on returns last year, including two | 45 Klos, Mineer ae WR 61" 200 1 Richmond 3rd Down: Made/Att. 97/218 66/191 
on interceptions by Jimmy Spencer. The Bron- | 6 Nolen, Tom C  6'3* 286 7 Boston College 3rd Down Pet 44.5 34,6 
cos had 21 different players score atouchdown | © naten' Oia mactaaer ate ores 4th Down: Made /Att 9/17 6/48 
in 2000, the most by any one team in the | 24 onesDerm 08 S10" 196 1 Coitoria th Down Pct. 52.9 33.3 
league. Denver tied the all-time record of 21 set Ostrowski, Phil G Ga mM 3 Peon St. | Possession Avg. 33:15 26:45 
95 Pitman, Kindka DE 6'6* 273 5 — McNeese St. 
by the Los Angeles Rams in 1987. 3 ipeuroe Dey Be mleiaigas a enna ear et ete ne Wee San 
Clampdown Denver's defense allowed oppo- | 93 Pryce, Trevor of 65° 25 4 Clemson ive Per Play 59 5B 
; 93 Reagor, Mortae or 62 260 2 Texas Tech j . se 
nents to gain 5.8 yards per play last year. Butin | 5, juWN Ne tis gd" 245 13 Boston Colegn | Net Yards Rushing 2,324 1,598 
oa red zone, the Broncos toughened up. They | 15 Rouen, tom P 63 25 8 Colorado J Avg. Per Game 145.5 99.9 
eld opponents without a score after a drive | 42 Smit, Deten RB S10° 230 5 Tesas ALM A : 4. 
inside the 20-yard line on 15 out of 50 trips, | 2 Som.’ WR BO" 200. 6° Mo. Soutem SX. kee a a 
b 7 33 Spencer, Jiruny oS 59° 188 9 Florida : 
est in the AFC. 25 Suttle. Jason DB 5140" 182 2 Wisconsin ie ok ae Aon a 
; ; : ij 98 Tanuvasa, Maz pe 62° 270 7 Hawnd vg. Per Game ; i 
Montana-esque Brian Griese finished first:in | 7, Teague. Trey (R) 1 65° 22 3 Tennesse Net Avg. Per Att. 75 69 
the NFL with a 102.9 QB rating and first with a Washington, eth. «=«iE:s«dG'S* 275 UNY Sacked/Yards Lost 30/221 44/251 
fourth-quarter passer rating (112.6). He did not Walker, Denard oe 61" 190 4 su 
i : ng cue te Gross Yards 4,464 4,197 
throw an interception until Week 5 last year, a | We iB 240, 2 Tennessee Att, /Complations 569/354 574/310 
stretch of 181 consecutive attempts without @ | (y)— unreacted free agonts as of May 1 Compietion Pct. 62.2 54.0 
pick, IR) - restricted free agents as of May 1 Had Intercepted 12 27 
Punts/Average 62/39,6 73/43.8 
Penalties/Yards 89/792 109/898 
OFFENSE DEFENSE Fumbles /Ball Lost 26/13 31/17 
Touchdowns 58 45 
©. 80 Rod Smith Maa Tanuvasa Rushing A 13 
a | Trey Teague Leon Lett Passing 28 26 
a) Lennie Friedman Trevor Pryce Misc 9 6 
Tom Nalen Kavika Pittman SCORING BY PERIODS = Qi Q2 Q3 Q4 OT PIS 
[ Danie! Neil John Mobley Broncos 88156 121 120 0 485 
over Matt Lepsis Al Wilson Opponent 57120) 96; 96, 0/368 
rua Dwayne Carswell Bill Romanowski Tumovers; Takeaways Giveaways 


a] Ed McCaffrey Deltha O'Neal Int. Fum. Total Int, Fum. Total Diff. 

S My Brian Griese Denard Walker Denver 2 17 «644 «12 «130«(25 +19 

3 = Terrell Davis Billy Jenkins RED ZONE 

> a Howard Griffith Eric Brown nore 10 re IDK 

a Jason Elam 4 : ; 

oD Nick Harris Offense 20 55.9 
Personnel changes made after May 1 may not be reflected, Defense 12 46.0 
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he union between Dick Vermeil and 

Carl Peterson has produced nwo 

championships in two stops. Chiefs 
fans expect nothing less out of their third 
go-around. 

Even if they fail to produce another title, 
the Chiefs hope the Vermeil-Peterson 
reunion will at least bring better results than 
recent seasons. A playoff fixture for the first 
six seasons of the 1990s, Kansas City has been shut out the past 
three years. That's why Peterson, the Chiefs’ longtime president 
and general manager, lured the 64-year-old Vermeil from his 
one-year retirement. 

“I really feel this was sort of inevitable,” says Vermeil, who 
coached UCLA to a Rose Bowl victory in the 1970s and the 
Eagles to a Super Bowl appearance in the 1980s with Peterson 
as an aide. “Sooner or later, it was probably going to happen 
that Carl and I would be back together again, rejoined to ini- 
tiate a new crusade. Every time we've done it, we've been suc- 
cessful.” 

This may be their toughest challenge. The Chiefs, coming 
off a 7-9 season, lost several key contributors and may face 
another difficult season before they begin to turn the program 
around, 


For the second time in three seasons, Vermeil has brought in 
Trent Green to direct his attack. Green was signed as a big- 
money free agent by St. Louis before the 1999 season, but tore 
his ACL in preseason and was forced to watch Kurt Warner 
lead the Rams to the Super Bow! title. 

Green played in eight games in 2000, filling in for the 
injured Warner, and completed 60 percent of his passes and 
threw for 16 touchdowns and just five interceptions. 

Kansas City gave up a first-round pick in the 2000 draft to 
acquire Green. It was move that desperately needed to be done; 
after Elvis Grbac signed with Baltimore, the Chiefs were left 


2001 Draft 

3 Eric Downing DT 
3 Marvin Minnis WR _ Florida State 

4 Monty Beisel DE Kansas State 

4 George Layne FB TCU 

5 Billy Baber TE Virginia 

5 Derrick Blaylock RB Stephen F. Austin 
6 Alex Sulfsted G Miami (Ohio) 

7 Shaunard Harts S_- Boise State 

7 Terdell Sands DT Chattanooga 


Syracuse 


Impact 


with Todd Collins as the only veteran quar- 
terback on the roster. 

Collins, who broke into the league with 
the Bills, will serve as Green's backup. He has 
been with the Chiefs for three seasons and 
didn’t rise above third on the depth chart 
until late last season, after Warren Moon 
struggled against San Diego. 


The Chiefs plan to move away from the power running 
game that served them so well over the years. No longer will it 
be acceptable for a back merely to run between the tackles and 
catch a few passes in the flat. 

Priest Holmes, signed in the off-season away from Balti- 
more, may be the perfect fit in the Kansas City offense. A for- 
mer 1,000-yard rusher, the 5’9”, 205-pound Holmes has 
averaged 4.6 yards per carry over his four-year career. He is also 
adept at catching the ball out of the backfield. 

Holmes, a mentor to Ricky Williams at Texas, lost his job to 
rookie Jamal Lewis last season. 

Tony Richardson, Kansas City’s leading rusher last season, 
will slide over to fullback. The 235-pound Richardson isa solid 
blocker and hard runner who not only can break tackles but 
also has some speed and elusiveness. Richardson, who had 58 
receptions last year, catches the ball well but has yet to prove he 
can beat a defender in coverage downfield. 

Another big body, that of 225-pound Frank Moreau, could 
earn some playing time. Moreau is another hard runner but 
can make tacklers miss. 


Tony Gonzalez, who led NFL tight ends in receptions in 
each of the past two seasons, including 93 in 2000, should con- 
tinue to excel in the new offensive system. It’s the same system 
that spawned former San Diego tight end Kellen Winslow's 
Hall of Fame career. 

Wide receiver Derrick Alexander had the best season of 
his career in 2000, catching 78 passes and scoring 10 
touchdowns. He could be headed for bigger and better 
things this year. Alexander's strength is running after the 
catch. 

The Chiefs had much work to do to upgrade at the 
other receiving positions. Sylvester Morris, last year's No. 
1 draft pick, tailed off greatly toward the end of the season 
after a bright start. Mikhael Ricks, at 6'5" and 237 
pounds, is a throwback to the previous offensive system 
where size and physical play were in style. He may have 
trouble keeping his job. 


This season brings a new look to a unit that for years 
had been one of the club’s strengths. Vermeil’s system puts 
a premium on quickness and athletic ability rather than 
size. Two of their first off-season personnel moves were to 
re-sign Pro Bowl guard Will Shields and add center Casey 
Wiegmann as a free agent from Chicago. The Chiefs saw 
both moves as key to being able to implement their new 
offense. 

Veteran Jeff Blackshear, who replaced the injured Dave 
Szott last season, will enter training camp as the starting 
left guard. The Chiefs were happy with Blackshear's pass 


Many new players are manning key posi- 
tions for the Chiefs. How quickly these 


pieces fit together will determine 
whether this is a rebuilding year or the 
Chiefs can contend for a playoff spot. | 
The Chiefs gave up a firstround pick for 
Green. He must play like a firstrounder 
for the Chiefs to improve on last sea- 
son's 7-9 record. The Chiefs don't figure: | 
to get immediate help from the draft. 
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Derrick Alexander 


blocking, but wanted to see more from him 
in the running game. It will be interesting to 
see how Blackshear fits in the new offense. He 
is more of a mauler in the Chiefs’ old style 
than a finesse player. 

The Chiefs are solid at tackle with a couple 
of their former No. | picks, John Tait and 
Victor Riley. 


ciVo i ‘sis ory 
PEN THEE EEE 


The Chiefs may eventually be better off 
without the underachieving Chester 
McGlockton, who was released. But his loss 
leaves Kansas City short on quality depth. 

That's the biggest concern for this group. 
Ends Eric Hicks and Duane Clemons are 
superb pass rushers who also held up well 
against the run. Hicks had a particularly 
strong season. Despite missing three games 
with a midseason knee injury, he was still 
third in the AFC with 14 sacks. 

Clemons has a hip ailment and missed time 
last season, so having a quality reserve is a 
must. John Browning filled in well last year, 
but after McGlockton’s release, he was pen- 
ciled in for starting duty at tackle. 

Browning, a versatile player, joins Dan 
Williams at tackle. Williams had a better sea- 
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son in 2000, though his frequent off- 
sides penalties hurt the Chiefs. Steve 
Martin could give Browning a run for 
the starting spot. 


Donnie Edwards has excelled in a 
number of roles since joining the 
Chiefs, playing in the middle, on the 
weak side and over the tight end. The 
versatile Edwards has also been success- 
ful as a rush end in passing situations, 

Edwards played more in coverage 
last season, limiting his pass-rush 
opportunities. He had only one sack. 
As the Chiefs’ playmaking linebacker, 
Edwards can expect to be featured 
more often in 2001. 

Edwards is joined by Marvcus Pat- 
ton in the middle and Mike 
Maslowski on the weak side. Patton 
had another steady season in 2000. 
Maslowski was a pleasant surprise as 
he came on midway through the sea- 
son to win a starting spot from Lew 
Bush and give a lift to a beleaguered 
defense. 


Paul Chapman/BRSP 
ec 
4° 
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The big news here is 
the signing of veteran 
cornerback Ray Crockett from 
the Colts to a six-year deal that 
will bolster a young secondary. 
Crockett has 33 interceptions 
in his 12 years in the league. 

The Chiefs desperately need 


2 
one of their young cornerbacks aktins. pony \ z 
to come through this season. aryard's Master's of Jj , 2 
Eric Warfield had a solid season Public Administration < Pr: 
in 1999 as the third cornerback Program. He is now = i Wye 


but played poorly enough last 
year to lose a starting spot and 


ball for him is over, he's 
living that life. 


The Prophecy: “No one will likely be able 
to ‘shies “(errick) Thomas’ ferocious 
rush © on the ' quarterback’s blind side. m 


prospects in Kansas City 
still seem to ‘be looking up under fiery 
oul year coach Gunther Cunning- 


lacked at the position. Free safety Jerome 
Woods has plenty of range and supports the 


run well. 


o— 
~~ 


Vermeil is a big believer in special teams, 
and it showed with the club's first free-agent 
signing. They added punter Dan Stryzinski 
from Adanta to replace Todd Sauerbrun, who 
was released. 

Todd Peterson joined the Chiefs early last 
season to handle placements and had an up- 
and-down season. Peterson was working to 
overcome injury problems when he signed 
with the Chiefs, so he should be more consis- 
tent this season. He will handle kickoffs, a 
chore Sauerbrun performed well last season. 


director of the school's 
program on American Indian economic development. 


The 45-year-old Lowery is responsible for bringing in tribal 
be bounced to fourth cornet- — jgaders from around the country and helping train them in 
back. Warfield, an exceptional — areas such as economic development and conflict resolution. 


athlete, is quick and physical 
and has the necessary man-to- 
man coverage skills, It’s just a 
matter of using them. 

The other youngsters are 
William Bartee and Patrick 
Dennis, both rookies last sea- 
son. Each has optimum size, 
but they need to prove they can 
be steady on an every-down 
basis. 

The strength of the sec- 
ondary is in the middle. Greg 
Wesley came on as a rookie last 
year to win the starting job and 


be the big hitter the Chiefs 
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Lowery may eventually run for public office, though he hasn't 
yet convinced himself that’s where he can make the biggest 
difference. 


Lowery was the Chiefs’ placekicker for 14 seasons and 
made the Pro Bowl three times. He was released by the 
Chiefs after the 1993 season and hooked on with the Jets. 

He dabbles in football as an occasional analyst for ESPN's 
college foothe telecasts. 

Career: Soa ahead 22 of 50 or more yards. 
Bo 8: 3 (1982, ‘91, '93) 


field goal to give the Chiefs a 


> Overtime 
41993 pay victory over Psu 


Darkest Hour: Being released by the Chiefs after the 1993 
season. 


Today's Market Value: $500,000 
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Roster 2000 Team Stats 


Head Coach: Dick Vermeil (NFL Record: 82-77) RESULTS 

Otfensive Coordinator; Al Saunders 44-27 L Indianapolis 78,357 

ae a ces lt aa 1417 L at Tennessee 68,203 

Pos EXP COUESE § 42-10 = W San Diego 77.604 

ie . es ff 23-22 «|W at Denver 74,596 

i | postnOmee | 2417 W Seattle 82,893 

8 2 UCLA 47-20 L Oakland 79,025 

bs i 434 «OW St. Louis 79,142 

& 8 2419 W at Seattle 62,141 

% te wae] [col Oi eal at Oakland 62,428 

is 3 \ Wentingen St 72k at San Francisco 68,002 

DE 5 California 17-21 L Buffalo 78,457 

ee = : 16-17 oL at San Diego 47,228 

i ra 2430 L at New England 60,292 

D8 4 Udine | 15-14 Ww Carolina 77,481 

: rare] TE 8 Peon St 20-7 W Denver 78,406 

Donnie Edwards if 2 ; ay at Atlanta 41,017 
TE a 2B 9 Prtsburg St 

= 88 Gonzalez, Tony a 4 2ag a Cora LEADERS 

Outside the Huddle |S eer 
Green, Trert Ge 6s 2 7 rdéaa 
Tumover Kings The Chiefs posted an NA | cc's’ Sp gran 
record ‘11th-straight season with a positive RB 5°93" 205 Texas 
turnover differential (+3) in 2000. But the : 59 173 Cemson 
Chiefs forced only 29 tumovers last year. Just is 3h Swe se 


three times in club history have they come up 
with fewer, 


Punt Ret.: Kevin Lockett 


Vissourl 


6 ret, 8.0 avg. 


m4 
o 
Hoe RD OL RY Db 


sf 251 Weta Grosse 9 1 -ies: Donnie Edwards, 151, 119 solo 
Favorable schedule The schedulemakers fe se Oe Geshe Cie Weis, 140 
were kind to the Chiefs. Of the nondivisional |<: are ae ee ee 
portion of the 2001 schedule, the three games | => is ‘ ee anne: Sarees pay, © 105 55 9. 
against last year’s playoff clubs (Indianapolis, DE 66° 275 6 Lobe 
Philadelphia and New York Giants) are at Arrow- | ary WRG A=) 2085112 Dos [as oft 
head Staclum, Of the road opponents outside | fet yO Se 2 ¢ ta | Tt at owe as eee 
the AFC West, only the New York Jets had awin- | 35 peer. joe ol peeiansaigs 1 I abate Saale fe a 
ning record. 2 Petersen, Todd K S10 177 6 Geopa Penalty, 30 26 
Division darlings The Chiefs haven't won the ic on sesglae ae yon ; Condens 3rd Down: Made/Att 75/204 84/207 
AFC West championship since 1997. That's | os pcis um, af 4 WR 68° 2373 3rd Down Pet. 36.8 40.6 
through no fault of their play against divisional | 6 sey. Vitor tT 65° 28 3 Sth Down: me Att 4/43 ya if 
rivals. The Chiefs were 5-3 in AFC West games | & Shits, We G aii 8 : Sin Don ie woe 4 
: ; : , T 3 ‘ossession Avg. 27:36 32:24 
in 2000, the 12th straight season the Chiefs < % Total Net Yards 5.614 5,293 
were .500 or better in the division. P or 265 41 9 Avg. Per Game 350.9 330.8 
Easy act to follow When compared to the Tt. 66 3S 2 Bu Avg, Per Play: 5.6 5.1 
Chiefs’ other seven firstyear head coaches, pea ethos i acre tae ot tuts poral ae ae 
Dick Vermeil won't have a particularly tough act ieeuaioallis Sea pag Pelyenlbsl: ae a 
to follow. None of the seven made the playoffs DT G3" 310 2 WinstenSalem Total Rushes 283 444 
in his first Season. Three (Gunther Cunningham, c 6x 73 4 North Teas 9 Net Yards Passing 4,149 3,471 
Marty Schottenheimer and Hank Stram) man- wiagebleaddals CES: SISTA Aye: Pot Game 259.3 216.9 
x Wesley. Grog DS 62’ 2B 1 AckPine Bit 
aged winning seasons. 92 Wiliams, Dan oF 6" 268 7 Toles Net Avg. Per Att. Ta 6.3 
Arrowhead advantage Kansas City may no | % Willams, Tone «DE. Bs* 2G Wyoming psiags Mites oe if at oH sa 
longer be one of the elite teams in the AFC, but et x wes nara hs oe _ = ia sl Att. /Compietions 582/342 549/358 
the Chiefs still own a significant homefield |“ "°° *°™ Bupha as ees: a Completion Pct. 588 65.2 
advantage. They are 68-20 at home over the Had intercepted 15 15 
past 11 years, the best mark in the conference. Punts /Average 82/44.6 78/43,1 
Penalties/Yards 118/848 108/1,020 
Fumbies/Ball Lost 23/i1 19/14 
OFFENSE DEFENSE Touchdowns 44 42 
84 Sylvester Morris Eric Hicks Sarde a6 ve 


76 John Tait John Browning Misc 3 4 

69 Jeff Blackshear Dan Williams SCORING BY PERIODS Qi Q2 Q3 Q4 OT PTS 
Casey Wiegmann Duane Clemons Chiefs 50 99 82 124 0 355 
Will Shields Donnie Edwards Opponent 75123 64 89 3354 
Victor Riley Marvcus Patton Tumovers: Takeaways Giveaways 


ineup 


— Tony Gonzalez Mike Maslowski Int. Fum. Total Int. Fum. Total Diff. 
i] Derrick Alexander William Bartee Kansas City 15 414 29 15 11 26 43 
2 ty Trent Green Ray Crockett 

3 a Tony Richardson Greg Wesley RED ZONE 

Ss < Priest Holmes Jerome Woods Att. Pts. = TD. FG. 

= 7 Todd Peterson Dan Stryzinski Offense 55 239 29 13 


Defense 50 245 31 10 


Personnel changes made after May 1 may not be refiected. 
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ellouts were scarce. Prime-time 

games were few and far between. 

Off-feld legal wranglings stole away 
part of the spotlight. Still, for the first time 
in nearly two decades, the Raiders garnered 
more attention than their Bay Area brethren 
in San Francisco. 

The Raiders capitalized on the 49ers’ 
rebuilding mode by winning their first AFC 
West title since 1990, making the playoffs for the first time 
since 1993 and advancing to the AFC Championship game 
against eventual Super Bowl champion Baltimore Ravens. 

Such success was enough to convince aging veterans such as 
receiver Tim Brown, cornerback Eric Allen and guard Steve 
Wisniewski to put off retirement and return for one more sea- 
son in hopes of getting the Raiders back to the Super Bowl for 
the first time since the 1983 season. 

“We were one or two plays away from beating the Ravens,” 
right tackle Lincoln Kennedy says. “We'd be foolish to break 
up what we have going and not see this thing through. We're 
so close to realizing our ultimate goal.” 


quarterbacks 


Rich Gannon’s season ended under the crushing weight of 
Ravens defensive tackle Tony Siragusa. Nonetheless, Gannon 
quickly put to rest any doubts about his future by playing in 
the Pro Bowl three weeks after sustaining a separated left 
shoulder. 

“Rich could've played in the Super Bowl if we would have 
made it that far,” offensive coordinator Bill Callahan says. “He 
answered any questions about his health with his performance 
in the Pro Bowl. He'll be as good as ever.” 

That's great news for the Raiders. Gannon has turned in 
back-to-back Pro Bowl seasons and is playing as well as he ever 
has in his 13-year career. With a healthy Gannon, the Raiders 
feature a dynamic and balanced offense that forces defenses to 
be wary of the quarterback’s mobility. 


2000: 12-4 2001 Draft 


ie Derrick Gibson S 
Additions Marques Tuiasosopo QB 
DE Trace Armstrong 


DeLawrence Grant, Jr. DE 
WR Reggie Barlow Raymond Perryman S 
TE Eric Bjornson Chris Cooper DE 
RB Charlie Garner Derek Combs RB 
WR Yatil Green Ken-yon Rambo WR 
DE Jon Harris 
RB Eric Metcalf 
G_ Frank Middleton 


Oakland Raiders 


Florida State 
Washington 
Oregon State 
N. Arizona 


Ohio State 
Ohio State 


Impact 
The Raiders entered the draft with the 


NebraskaOmaha / 


LB Ryan Phillips 
WR Alex Van Dyke 
TE Roland Williams 
Losses 

TE Rickey Dudley 
DE Lance Johnstone 


RB Napoleon Kaufman 


LB William Thomas 


2001 Prediction 
2nd AFC West 


luxury of not needing to land any play- 
ers who would be counted upon to 
make an immediate impact their rookie 
season. Even so, they may have found 
a starting strong safety in Derrick Gib- 
son. They feel as if they filled their glar- 
ing needs by trading for tight end 
Roland Williams and signing free agents 
Charlie Garner and Trace Armstrong 
before the draft. The Raiders added 
guard Frank Middleton and linebacker 
Ryan Phillips in late April. 


ATHLON®? 


Backup Bobby Hoying attempted only 
two passes during the regular season, but he 
remains Gannon’s heir apparent. 


running backs 


Tyrone Wheatley, Randy Jordan and 
Terry Kirby are back for another season, and 
this year they're joined by free agent signee 
Charlie Garner, who comes aboard to 
replace the retired Napoleon Kaufman. The group carries the 
burden of high expectations after the Raiders ran for 2,470 
yards a year ago. 

They should meet those expectations. Wheatley’s straight- 
ahead style combined with Garnet's elusiveness gives the 
Raiders one of the league's best one-two punches. Garner is 
coming off consecutive 1,000-yard seasons for San Francisco. 
Jordan and Kirby are dangerous all-round threats. 

The lone concern is injuries. Wheatley and fullback Jon 
Ritchie missed considerable playing time this past season, and 
forced coach Jon Gruden to mix and match his running backs. 
All are healthy again and poised to improve on last season's 
impressive showing. 

The addition of Eric Metcalf gives the Raiders another 
option should he prove fit enough to play again after sitting out 
the 2000 season. 


receivers 


Tim Brown keeps finding ways to get open and remains one 
of the game's premier receivers, but there is concern that the 
Raiders need to develop or add a legitimate deep threat if 
they're to advance past the conference championship game. 
They still have speedster James Jett, but he caught only 20 
passes in 2000 and was not much of a factor. 

That leaves Jerry Porter as the man on the spot. Gruden is 
paying extra attention to the second-year player in hopes of 
speeding up Porter's development and relieving pressure on the 
other receivers, including Andre Rison, assuming he re-signs 
with Oakland as expected. 

The Raiders added receivers Reggie Barlow. Alex Van 
Dyke and Yatil Green in the off-season. 

Oakland lost tight end Rickey Dudley to Cleveland, but 
added Roland Williams and Eric Bjornson. Williams was 
a starter for the Super Bowl champion Rams two seasons 


ago. 


offensive linemen 

Wisniewski will be back for his 13th season after mak- 
ing his eighth Pro Bowl appearance. Still, many people 
believe center Barret Robbins is now the Raiders’ best 
offensive lineman despite the fact he is without a Pro Bowl 
selection. Others believe right tackle Lincoln Kennedy is a 
Pro Bowl-caliber player who gets overlooked. 

That's why Gruden and others on his staff think offen- 
sive line is their deepest position. It’s difficule to argue after 
the unit paved the way for the league's top-ranked rushing 
attack and allowed only 28 sacks. 

Things are so good that 1999 first-round pick Matt 
Stinchcomb is fighting for playing time. 

Mo Collins helped solidify the line by making a seam- 
less transition from left tackle to right guard. Collins, 
though, will have to battle free agent acquisition Frank 
Middleton to hold onto his starting spot. 
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Charles Woodson 


Stinchcomb, Darryl Ashmore, Adam Treu 
and Nate Parks all are capable of playing sev- 
eral positions, giving the Raiders plenty of 
flexibility and insurance against injury, 


defensive linemen 
The Raiders showed end Lance Johnstone 


the door, then showed the money to free 
agent end Trace Armstrong, 

Johnstone had an injury-plagued season 
the same year he signed a huge contract. 
Armstrong, a former Miami Dolphin, led the 
AFC in sacks with 16.5 and had Gruden as 
his coach in the Pro Bowl, leading the 
Raiders to cut loose their top sack man in 
1998 and ’99, 

Armstrong brings a relentless pass-rushing 
ability and the leadership needed to boost a 
young defensive line. He'll still be no more 
than one part of a seven- or eight-man rota- 
tion favored by the Raiders. 

Tackles Darrell Russell and Grady Jackson 
are big enough and strong enough to be as 
dominant, but they need to be more consis- 
tent. 

Ends Tony Bryant and Regan Upshaw will 
be turned loose and asked to use their speed 
to make plays and get to the quarterback. 
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linebackers 

Middle linebacker Greg Biekert is 
the heart of the Raiders defense. For 
the first time in awhile he can con- 
centrate more on playing football and 
not having to help integrate new play- 
ers into the scheme. 

Outside linebackers Elijah Alexan- 
der and William Thomas should hold 
down their starting spots and provide 
the continuity missing in previous 
years. The Raiders signed former 
Giant Ryan Phillips in late April as 
insurance should Thomas, an unre- 
stricted free agent, elect to leave via 
free agency. 

Biekert routinely leads the team in 
tackles and rarely gets caught out of 
position. Thomas’ coverage skills 
complement Biekert and take pres- 
sure off the safeties. Alexander doesn't 
play as much as Biekert and Thomas, 
but his experience and instincts make 
him a valuable contributor. 


defensive backs 


Allen and Charles Woodson played 
as well as any cornerback tandem in 
¢ 2000. Gruden builds 
2 his defense around 
& them. 

Allen might be losing 
some of his speed, but he still 
matches up well with most 
receivers and plays well enough 
for teams to have to throw at 
Woodson more than desired. 

Woodson is developing into 
one of the league's premier all- 
around cornerbacks. Few can 
match his instincts, coverage 
skills and tackling ability. He 
still is prone to biting on double 
moves but his few shortcomings 
rarely get exploited. 

Tory James is a solid cover 
guy who handles the nickel sit- 
uation as well as anyone. Free 
safety Anthony Dorsett has a 
penchant for making big plays, 
but he still has to develop. 

First-round draft choice Der- 
rick Gibson will contend for the 
starting strong safety spot with 
second-year pro Johnnie Harris 
and veteran Marquez Pope. 


use. 


girlfriend. 


son games 


Back In 
Lester Hayes 


One-time teammate 
Fred Biletnikoff started 
using stick-um on his 
hands and body, but it 
was Lester Hayes who 
took it to another level 
and ultimately forced 
the league to ban its 


Hayes retired after a 
successful 10-year stint 
with the Raiders from 
1977-86. He lives in 
Modesto, Calif., with his 


2000 Revisited 


The Prophecy: “The only drawback to 
(Gannon's) style of play is the Raiders’ 
lack of alternatives in his absence. Bobby 
Hoying is the top reserve, followed by 
Scott Dreisbach. Neither man is ready to 
provide the leadership Gannon delivers.” 
The Lie: “Tight end Ricky Dudley contin- 
ues to improve ...” 

—Athion Sports Pro Football 2000 


punter Shane Lechler and not first-round 
selection Sebastian Janikowski. 

Lechler developed into a lethal weapon and 
helped the Raiders win the battle for field 
position in almost every game. Janikowski 
struggled early before finding his groove and 
turning into a reliable kicker. He kicked two 
game-winners and performed better as the 
season progressed. He still needs to improve 
on his depth on kickoffs and his field goal 
accuracy, 

Metcalf, David Dunn and Reggie Barlow 
give the Raiders a formidable trio of kick 
return men. Dunn is expected to handle kick 
return duties, with Barlow and Metcalf com- 
peting for the role on punt returns. Regardless 
who wins out, the Raiders figure to have one 
of the best return units in the league. 
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He spends the majority of his time performing charity work 
for Children's Miracle Network, among others. He was a final- 
ist for the Pro Football Hall of Fame this year. 


Career: 47 interceptions overall, including eight in postsea- 


Pro Bowls: 5 (1980-84) 

Known for: Wearing stick-um on his hands and uniform and 
for wiggling his fingers in the face of receivers at the line of 
scrimmage. 

Best season: 1980 

moment: He intercepted a league-high 18 passes 
in 1980, including five in the postseason, in leading the 


Raiders to a Super Bowl title. 


specialists 

The Raiders found the top- 
notch kicking prospect they 
coveted in the 2000 draft. Little 
did they know it would be 
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Darkest hour: He retired from football after the 1986 sea- 
son in what he termed a “fit of rage” toward everyone within 
the Raiders organization after recording only 14 interceptions 
in his final six seasons. 


Today’s market value: $4 million per season 
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Roster 2000 Team Stats 


Head Coach: Jon Gruden (NFL Record: 29-21) RESULTS 
Offensive Coordinator: Bi Callahan 9-6 Ww San Diego 56.373 
Defensive Coordinator: Chuck Bresnahan 38-31 Ww at Indianapolis 56,769 
NO NAME pos EXP = COLLEGE 24-33 L Denver 62,078 
$8 Aeurcer, Bian 18 8 Kensas St. ff 36-10 9 W Cleveland 45,702 
2 Men Ee pe] 13 Aecora SK 68.344 
Armstrong, Trace pe ¥ 12 Forkia 34-28 W at San Fr 79.025 
73 Ashmore, Darryl G ; 9  Nerthwestem J 20-17 W at Kansas City : 
Bartow, Reggie WR y § Nabama St. 31-3 W Seattle 57,490 
50 Bare, Bx aN LR ont Mayers 9 15-13 W at San Diego 66,659 
54 Bichert, Greg iB 62 35 8 Coorato f 4 
Ficenecs, Ec Te 64" 2% 6  Washingon f 49-31 = W Kansas City 62,428 
27 Branch, Cavin os 511° 195 4 8 Cobra S 24-27 iL at Denver 75,951 
87 —Brgham, Jeremy |e 66 25 3 Washinggon 31-22 W at New Orleans 64,900 
55 Brooks, Bobby 18 62° 24 1 Fresno S& 41-14 Ww Atlanta 55,175 
Bi Brown, Tin wR 60" 195 13 Nowe Darne 
a) ayet kerry ce 6° 2 Feeds St 20-21 L at Pittsburgh 55,811 
57 . Dy 62 2S 2 EatCarcins 31-7 W New York Jets 62.632 
.. 79. Collins, Mo ic Poe ae 2 : aon 24-27 Lb at Seattle 68,681 
. 33 Dorsett, Anthony S'i1" 2 5 Pirtsburgy 
10 Dreisbach, Scott QB 63° 210 2 Mehigan | 52-9 W Carolina 
Tim Brown 88 Dum, Dod WR 63° 2 6 Fresno St POSTSEASON 
48 Fulcher, Moncriel Te 63 2 3 Mami Miami 
Outside the Huddle |i umr ir rred leeee Bat 
Gamer, Charte RB 59° 187 7 Tennessee jaittimore 
Green, Yatil WR 62° 25 3 Miami LEADERS 
7 7 7 5, Joh DB G2" 210 1 Mississippi St. 
First-ounder follies Sebastian Janikowski's |” {is °° eT 8 3 gh Passing: Rich Gannon, 473-284-3,430-11, 28 TDs 
10 missed field goal attempts were more than | 14 Hoye Botty eS 6s mm 5 Ohio St RO ORE ON Fy WAS 
i i Hutson, Tony G 63 35 4 NEStateieia) | Rushing: Tyrone Wheatey, 232 a 26 pede 
palin st Tie Teague excep. ie zeit 92 wane, Junior oT 64" 32 1 Aizona St. § Receiving: Tim Brown, 76 rec., 1,128 yds., 11 TDs 
e lionn Mali, %) Jackson, Grady oF 62° 35 4 Krowvil€ F Kicking: Sebastian Janikowski, 22/32 FGs, 46/46 XPs 
Save it for a sunny day The Raiders finished | 20 Jones, ry ta 62" a0 5 usu Siapepaaee ss N 
000. They 11 Jjahowshi, Sebosim «K G1 2S 1 Fiorga St. fj Punting: Snane Lechier, 65 9 Big 
5-3 on the road in 2 y lost ail three of 39 Jennings, Brandon oS Go £8 i Texas ASM §f Kickoff Ret.: David Dunn, 44 44 2g 
those games — Denver, Pittsburgh and Seattle | 5, (on ous WR 510170 8 West Weeiis B ps pes - parien Gordon AREA 
— in their only games played in inclement | 4: kctrson, Ec pa 60" 210 1 Netranica + Darien Gordon, 29 ret. 8.9:2g 
weather, 28 Jordan, Randy RB 541° 220 7 North Caroling 9 Tackles: Greg Biekert, 134, 100 solo 
72 Kennedy, Linco T 66 35 8 We : Grady Jackson, 8 
Key stat The Raiders won 13 games inwhich |{5 fants sw ot" 23 8 sai espacial 
they won the turnover battle and lost all five in 9 Lecter Sere P 62 2 1 Texas AM 
which they committed more tumovers than th McDorakd, Ramos 08. F12" A2 3 New Mexco : 
forced roe pena We: 60" 186 Tows 9 Total First Downs 337 320 
= 5S Michens. Jerry (U) wr 61° 200 7 Florida AGM Rushing 128 25 
New streak The Raiders won at Arrowhead | Miiteton, Frank G ey 34 40 ham Passing 77 202 
Stadium for the second straight season after | [7 SYS phat MR ccot ll |e 32 33 
going winiess in Kansas City since 1988. % feeks Roches 08 60° 20 12 USC 3rd Down: Made/Att i ae Aa 
Spread the wealth The Raiders led the league Pritips, Ryan ib 64" B2 4 kato J 3rd Down Prt. 43. . 
in rushing yardage despite their top rusher, | ” Mies) gs Lag ye as 4 Prec = Down: Masala mf aps 
Tyrone Wheatley, amassing only 1,046 yards. 8 Rison Arcee wR 60° 188 12 Mehign St pam Dome Avg. 31:53 28:07 
Multi-purpose Running back Randy Jordan | © Ske pathy ee cet Santee Tt Total Net Yards 5,776 5,289 
; 63 Robbins, Barret c 63° 30 6 TCU 
scored touchdowns rushing, receiving and ON a | of puccol Davroil OT 6S 325 4 usc Avg. Per Game 361.0 328,14 
return of a blocked punt. 65 Ses, Bary 1 65 30 2 Uh Rig. tee . BS a 
; 53. Smith, Teen is 64 240 2 Oxtahoma t Yards Rushing 
High yleld Comerback Eric Allen returned three | >) Sot get 3k Geos | Avg. Per Game 154.4 969 
of his six interceptions for touchdowns. Seven | 69 tives. Josh DE 67° 280 4. Northeastern Avg. Per Attempt 48 40 
of fullback Zack Crockett's 43 carries resulted | 62 Trev, Adam C 6h SO 4 Nebraska Total Rushes 520 383 
in touchdowns, Wheatley led the Raiders with “| ect hess 7 ox ey Pressing Net Yards Passing 3,306 3,698 
nine rushing touchdowns, but his came in 232 |; \roms tee ps BOY oss Mcngan | AVE. Por Game 206.6 231.4 
carries. Were, Potrd re 6s 2 2 Gearne Net Avg, Per Att. 7.0 63 
Immediate help Recently signed free agent | © Wane, Se «GGA HS 12 Penn St Socked/Yards Lost 28/124 43/278 
; P Y ; 24 Woodson, Charles DB 61 25 «3 Michigan Gross Yards 3,430 3,976 
defensive end Trace Armstrong § 16.5 sacks for Att./Completions 475/284 588/359 
the Miami Dolphins in 2000 nearly matched the | (U)~ Ure ed frve agents 3s o ws Complation Pet. 59.8 6141 
combined total of the Raider ends in 2000. Richens bode into lan fe Had intercepted 1 21 
Punts /Average 66/45.2 79/416 
Penalties /Yarcs 118/940 117/912 
OFFENSE DEFENSE Fumbles /Ball Lost 18/9 29/16 
=: Tim Brown Trace Armstrong Tencins be = 
ushing 
== | Barry Sims Se Passi 3B = 
Steve Wisniewski rady Jackson Misc 7 2 
® Barret Robbins Regan Upshaw SCORING BY PERIODS Qi Q2 Q3 Q4 OF PIS 
| Mo Collins Elijah Alexander Raiders 77 179 86 131 6 479 
a Lincoln Kennedy Greg Biekert Opponent 75 74 43 107 0 299 
=m James Jett William Thomas Tumovers: Takeaways Giveaways 
Charles Woodson int. Fum. Total Int. Fum. Total Diff. 
Roland Williams ena Arse 
Rich Gannon Eric Allen eg Ea 4 3: 


Tyrone Wheatley Derrick Gibson RED ZONE 
Jon Ritchie FB Anthony Dorsett Att. Pts TD. FG, DX 
Sebastian Janikowski Shane Lechler Offense 65 318 38 417 585 
Defense 47 241 30 12 638 


projected 
starting 


Personnel changes made after May 1 may not be reflected 
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San Diego Chargers 


ep, the Butler did it — John Butler. 

The Chargers’ new general manager 

wasted little time putting the team's 
1-15 car wreck of 2000 in the rearview mir- 
ror and focusing on putting some jolt back 
into the Bolts. 

How his handiwork translates into wins 
and losses is to be determined. But one’s 
hard-pressed to fault Butler for revamping a 
last-place roster that produced the franchise's worst-ever record. 

Butler shook things up by signing Doug Flutie to replace a 
flake, Ryan Leaf. That alone lit a charge among fans and the 
organization, both of whom grew tired of the strong-arm quar- 
terback troubled by the foot-in-mouth disease. 

He also landed end Marcellus Wiley, an emerging star who 
many think was the top defensive free agent. Buder then 
boosted a leaky secondary with cornerbacks Ryan McNeil and 
Alex Molden, 

There's still much to be done. But Chargers backers have 
hope again — thanks to Butler’s work. 

“Sure, I'm obsessed by winning,” Buder says. “It's why we're 
in the business.” 


quarterbacks 

Not since Stan Humphries retired in 1997 have the Charg- 
ers had consistency at the position. Last year, the team led the 
NFL with 30 interceptions (against 19 TDs). 

So Butler lassoed a familiar face — Flutie. It was in Buffalo 
that Butler and assistant general manager A.J. Smith resusci- 
tated Flutie’s NFL career in 1998. Since, Flutie’s compiled a 
21-9 starting record as he continues to sway doubters. 

Flutie chose San Diego, in part, because of his loyalty to But- 
ler and the chance to be the starter. He's cager to prove there's 
still plenty of gas remaining in this compact model. 

“I honestly feel like I can play anywhere from four or five 
more years,” he says. 

Flutie’s mobility will help an offense that is without an estab- 


2000: 1=15 2001 Draft 


1 LaDainian Tomlinson RB 
QB 


TCU 


2 Drew Brees Purdue 


lished running back and sports a questionable 
offensive line. But offensive coordinator Norv 
Turner said there's more to Flutie than scram- 
bling. “Everyone gets caught up in Doug's 
mobility, and that’s a big part of the way he 
plays,” Turner says. “But he is a very, very 
good passer.” 

With Drew Brees coming in, the Chargers’ 
hope is Flutie’s an equally skilled teacher. Flu- 
tie can keep the position warm for a year or two while Brees 
learns the NFL ropes. 


running backs 


The rushing attack did finish ahead of one NFL franchise 
last year — the Houston Texans. Other than that, the running 


4 
\ 


game was again pedestrian, but now there's hope on the hori- 
zon. 

Instead of risking a contract dispute by drafting Michael 
Vick with the No. 1 overall selection in this year’s draft, the 
Bolts traded the pick to Adanta and slid down a few spots to 
choose LaDainian Tomlinson with the fifth pick. Buder likens 
Tomlinson to Thurman Thomas, who Butler chose in the 
1988 draft while a member of the Bills scouting department. 
Tomlinson is a versatile back with gamebreaking speed. 

Last year’s starter Jermaine Fazande is a bruising back with 
few scintillating moves that still has to prove he can do more 
than occasionally move the pile. Fazande also has to regain the 
coaches’ confidence after losing his starting job last year over 
the final five games. 

Terrell Fletcher is best suited to play situational roles. He led 
the Chargers in rushing last year (with just 384 yards), but his 
lack of size prevents him being an every-down back. 

The speedy Ronney Jenkins, a second-year pro, might see 
more action. But he has to show he can handle pass protection 
responsibilities. 


. 
receivers 

After giving Curtis Conway a $14 million contract 
before last year, the Chargers thought they would get more 
bang for their buck. But a tender hamstring hampered 
Conway early in the year, and he had but one TD catch in 
the first six weeks. Conway must deliver more consistency 


Additions 

WR Tim Dwight 

OL Ed Ellis 

QB Doug Flutie 

CB Ryan McNeil 
CB Alex Molden 

K Wade Richey 
DE Marcellus Wiley 


Florida State 
Nebraska 
Washington 
usc 

Purdue 
Clemson 


3 Tay Cody DB 
4 Carlos Polk LB 
5 Elliot Silvers T 
5 Zeke Moreno LB 
7 Brandon Gorin T 
7 Robert Carswell DB 


this year. 

Jeff Graham is opposite Conway, and he's a steady per- 
former who's more reliable than fast, A solid possession 
receiver, Graham has led the team's receivers in yards the 
past two years. 

Keep an eye on Trevor Gaylor and Reggie Jones, nwo 
youngsters with promise. 

Of anyone on offense, Freddie Jones has the best chance 
of landing in the Pro Bowl. Among tight ends, only the 
Chiefs’ Tony Gonzalez (93 receptions) had more catches 
than Jones (a career-high 71). Now with an evasive quar- 
terback at the helm, Jones’ numbers could increase as a 
possible safety-valve for Flutie, 


offensive linemen 


More red flags shoot up here than on a stormy day ata 
San Diego beach. Midway through the off-season, the 
Chargers had but two linemen from last year — center 
Roman Fortin and right tackle Vaughn Parker — under 
contract. After finishing last in rushing in 2000, that 


Impact 

The name remains the same, but 
there's no denying the Chargers’ new | 
look. Their free-agent haul included Flu- 
tie, Wiley, McNeil and Molden. In the 
draft, Tomlinson, the nation’s top 
rusher the past two years, was selected 
after trading out of the No. 1 slot for the 
No. 5 choice and Dwight. In Brees, a 
quarterback for the future was secured. 
And don’t overlook Cody and Polk — 
both could contribute this year. 


Losses 

FB Robert Chancey 
FS Michael Dumas 
CB DeRon Jenkins 
QB Jim Harbaugh 
QB Ryan Leaf 

CB Darryil Lewis 


2001 Prediction 
5th AFC West 
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Junior Seau 


a 


Tim Dwight 


might be a plus. 

Left tackle Ben Coleman and left guard 
Raleigh Roundtree could return, although 
both free agents were flirting with other clubs. 
The team re-signed Kendyl Jacox to a one- 
year deal and he might fill one guard spot. 

San Diego added Ed Ellis, who could be 
thrust into the starting lineup at guard after 
failing to start one game last year for Turner 
in Washington. 

Coleman's not highly regarded, but the 
Chargers may have few other options If he 
flees — or is signed and moved inside. 
Damion McIntosh could replace him at left 
tackle. McIntosh, a third-round pick in ’00, is 
long on talent, but short on experience — he's 
never started an NFL game. 

Of all the Chargers’ units, this one features 
the biggest questions. 


defensive linemen 

Not only does Wiley give the tepid pass 
rush a push, but he'll also be joined by Raylee 
Johnson, who missed last year with a knee 
injury. Wiley took over for Bruce Smith last 
season in Buffalo and delivered a career-high 
10.5 sacks. That duplicates Johnson's number 
in 1999. 
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Johnson is expected to return at full 
strength, which — with Wiley oppo- 
site him — should give opposing lines 
something to thing about. 

Inside, rivals can’t cheat to help on 
Wiley and Johnson because of the 
stout combination of John Parrella 
and Jamal Williams. Parrella is com- 
ing off a career-year (a team-high 
seven sacks, and 65 tackles). Williams 
had a career-best 53 tackles teaming 
with Parrella to plug running lanes. 


linebackers 


After 11 seasons, some are tempted 
to peg Junior Seau, Senior Seau. Just 
don’ call him over-the-hill. 

Seau continues to know but one 
speed, and his RPM needle nears the 
red line. He's made 10 straight Pro 
Bowls with his aggressive, sideline-to- 
sideline style, and shows no signs of 
letting up. Simply put, this member 
of the 90s All-Decade team remains 
the Chargers’ heart-and-soul. 

His cohorts aren't as decorated but 
should be able to dupli- 
cate last year's showings. 
Orlando Ruff, a. sec- 

2 ond-year pro, became 
j2 the starter after Eric 


Back In The Day 


Dan Fouts 


2000 Revisited 


The Prophecy: “There's no doubt, how- 
ever, the team has its limitations, proba- 
bly too many to make a serious run ata 
wild-card birth.” 
The Lie: “It (winning eight games in 
1999) represented progress.” 

— Athlon Sports Pro Football 2000 


lar season drowned in the sea of Charger 
losses. He's one of the NFL's best, as his hard- 
hitting and intensity are never questioned. 
Harrison will also be valuable in the groom- 
ing of Rogers Beckett, forced into the starting 
lineup for the final three games when Michael 
Dumas went down. 


specialists 

Pro Bowler Darren Bennett's powerful 
right leg makes his punts — sadly — one of 
the Chargers’ biggest weapons. He continues 
to rewrite the team’s record books and comes 
off a career-best 46,2-yard average — an NFL 
high last year. 

The signing of kicker Wade Richey during 
free agency should spell an end to John Car- 
ney’s tenure in San Diego. 


Hill's neck injury in 
preseason camp. He was ade- 
quate in the middle; his 68 
tackles were fourth-best on the 
squad, 

Gerald Dixon is back at 
strong-side linebacker, and he 
surprised many by getting 
through the season without an 
injury. 

This unit must stay healthy 
as depth is a real concern. 


defensive backs 


Two fresh faces start at the 
corners in McNeil and Molden. 
The Chargers’ defensive backs 
were horrible last year; the 
defense allowed an NFL-worst 
33 touchdown passes. DeRon 
Jenkins proved to be a bust; 
Darryll Lewis and a mending 
Fakhir Brown weren't much 
better. 

McNeil and Molden should 
also be the beneficiaries of an 
improved pass rush. 

Strong safety Rodney Harri- 
son had Pro Bowl credentials in 
00 (127 tackles, six intercep- 
tions and six sacks). But his stel- 
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Which do you think 
was more difficult? Dan 
Fouts deciphering NFL 
pass defenses or figuring 
out what Dennis Miller 
was talking about on 
Monday Night Football? 

Fouts has done pretty 
well at both, although his 
Stellar career as one of 
the NFL's alltime profi- 
cient quarterbacks is dif- 
ficult to eclipse. Fouts 
was at the controls of Air Coryell, one of the most explosive 
offenses in pro football history. With his accurate passing, 
thanks to a powerful right arm, Fouts had few peers in the 
early 1980s. 

Career: 5,604 attempts, 3,297 completions, 43,040 yards, 
254 touchdown passes, 242 interceptions. 88-88-1 as a 
Starter, 

Pro Bowls: 1980-85, ‘86 

Known for: A bushy beard and a cannonlike arm which 
helped put wide receiver Charlie Joiner and tight end Kellen 
Winslow into the Hall of Fame. Fouts, too, is enshrined in Can- 
ton, Ohio. 

Best season: |n 1981, Fouts threw for 4,802 yards and 33 
touchdowns. That year included Fouts throwing for a team- 
record six touchdowns against the Oakland Raiders. 
Shining Moment: Helped lead the Chargers to a 41-38 
overtime victory against the Miami Dolphins in an AFC Divi- 
sional playoff contest that many consider the greatest game 
ever played. 

Darkest Hour: Contract dispute with the Chargers in the 
1977 season led to him starting only four games. 


Today’s Market Value: $10 million per year. 


Mike Powell/Alsport 
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Roster 2000 Team Stats 


Head Coach: Mike Riley (NFL Record: 9-23) RESULTS 
Offensive Coordinator: Norv Turner 
6-9 L at Oakland 56,373 
fensive Ci : Joe P. 1 
Seeeerememnrnee _Waewenre 27-28 | New Orleans 51,300 
NO NAME Pos HT Wt EXP COUEGE § 40-42) L at Kansas City 77,604 
42 Beckett, Roger re . = a 2 : sper 12-20 L Seattle 47,233 
2 Bennett. Darren * 2 5 No Coflege 
50 Gent Ded 1 63° 25? Caitornia FP otee OL at St. Louis 66,010 
24° Brown, Fakhir pa S11" 192 2 Granting 7-21 Denver 56,079 
43. Bynum, Kenny (U) RB Si" 191 4 5S. Carolina St. 24-27 = at Buffalo 72,351 
3 Camey. om [U) K 5'ti" 180 12 Notre Dame 13-15 L Oakland 66,659 
$6 Carson, Leonardo OT 62° 285 + Aun 15-17 L at Seattle 59.884 
62 Coleman, Ben (Uj tT 68°" Se 8 Wotw Forest Sree 
80 Conmay, Curtin WR 61" 19 8 USC 7 Miamyi 56,896 
27 Darden, Tony oe 60" 1” 4 Texas Tech 37-38 =L at Denver 75,218 
84 Danis, Reggie Tw 63° 233 2 Washington 17-16 W Kansas City 47,228 
setlpcocbtgaechg ple idole eimah lcs S 17-45 San Francisco 57,255 
0 inge, Acnan Ke emson 
51 Dixon, Gerais 8 63° 250 8 SosCacinn | 224 | at Baltimore 68,805 
Dwight, Tim wR 58° 18 3 lows J 22-30 L at Carolina 72,159 
Elis. Ed Oo 67° SO 4 Buftaio 21-34 OL Pittsburgh 50,809 
Freddie Jones Fazande, Jermaine RB 62" 285 2 OWahorna 
41 Rletcher, Terrell RB 88° 196 6 Wisconsin LEADERS 
= ane > - _ 
Outside the Huddle ecb: ee Ca seen keen eee 322.161-1,88318, 11 TDs 
95 Fortenct. Abert (Uj ce &4° 2? § Baer PEGA 
67 Fortin, Roman C 65" 257 12 SanOemst ef, 116 att., 364 ycs., 3 TDs 
Not the problem The defense ranked second = eve et " bid oe 5 papititdes Receiving: Freddie Jones, 71 rec., 766 yds., 5 TDs 
i Kg ° : » JO ~y 18/2 7/27 XP: 
in the NFL in yards-perrush allowed, 3.0. It Si Ceahart latf WR 62". 208 40 Ohio St Kicking: John spike iiicntal is XPs 
trailed only the Super Bowl champion Ravens | 37 tarscon, Rodney DB Si" 207 7 Westen ilicois tt, 92 punts, 46.2 avg. 
(2.7). The run defense finished fourth in 2000, Hatcher, Amon DB 60° 212 4 Oregon St. ns, 67 ret., 22.9 avg. 
allowing 88.9 yards per game. The Chargers | 83 Hece, Stew TE 65" 270 2 South Dota St quet, 30 ret., 7.0 avg. 
returned four interceptions for touchdowns, the es cach : oa: ni 2 nth Bea Teckles: son, 127, 101 Sok 
5 money, Deon wm ft ona St. . } BAT 0. SE SIY 
most since the team brought back an equal AT Jackson, Greg (U) OB G1" 217 12 LSU § Sacks: John Parrelia, 7 
SU ee: red easeahbestis Ohi 62 990! <9 Kansas St I interceptions: Rodney Harrison, 6 for 97 yds 
A problem The Chargers run defense may | 22 80s, homey RB = se 1 Ne, Avon 
have done well, but the 440 points that the | % 7s" Ravee pe 6S 272 8 Anersas 
p Fraccte S 4 \ ira 
defense allowed were the third most in the ne ts soem hie ~ ph ; shader ny SAN DIEGO . 
league. McCrary, Fred RE 60" 235 4 Mississippi St Aen ts Downs ae oe 
Working his way up General manager John | 7? heme Damien vA ce ic : Nees aaning As Ae 
a, Kyan harry 
Butler started his NFL career as a Chargers | ., ace Haven RAo te, SS ORBT : Penalty 32 at 
scout in 1985. 98 Mobring, Mike of 65° 25 4 Piste | 3rd Down: Made/Att. 72/219 91/242 
Futility The Chargers’ road record over the past Moiden, Alex pe S10 ico 5 Crepsn 3rd Down Pet. 32.9 37.6 
two years is 4~12, It's little wonder the Charg- = jalan * fia 7 ; Seem an ers eceihe ae Babe 
Sth “er, Vaughn th Down Pet. . * 
ers last made the playoffs — and had a winning ictal spin ot es x0 8 Netrasia || Possession Ave. 28-08 31:52 
reac TTS Tas 31 Ferry. Jesen bs 60" 20 2 — NSate I Total Net Yards 4,300 4,959 
Nice company Among Chargers tight ends, | 72 Prrsey Mee DE. 5S" 27 2 | North Corona Avg. Per Game 268.8 309.9 
only Hall of Famer Kellen Winslow has more ||, RctexWlow i ea oh feu senwar, |. A¥B: Per Play 44 4.7 
career receptions (541) than Freddie Jones |i, com is 63 DIT 2 Foman § Net Yards Rushing 1,062 1,422 
(225), 25 Rusk, Reggio (R) «0B. «S'L0" 10-4 Kertucky a ee praia ie es 
Nice company, Part Il Junior Seau became | $2 Seu vir pbs fa SE boas al Raha Sy es 
j Ipson, Antoine 5 ouston 
the seventh player since 1970 to make 10 con. | 9) oS De 6s 270 43 Nebraska | Net Yards Passing 3,238 3,537 
secutive Pro Bowls, joining Reggie White (13), | 4, hace Shae is 63s UT 4 Vigra Avg. Per Game 202.4 2214 
Bruce Matthews (13), Randall McDaniel (12), | 63 thomas, Jason G 63° 30 1 Hampton Net Avg. Per Att. 5.6 64 
Jerry Rice (11), Mike Singletary (10) and | 59 Tove, Stowe (U) 1B 63° 245 8 Ohio St, Sacked/Yards Lost 53/302 39/249 
Lawrence Taylor (10). 21 Tuer, Scott (U) 0B S10" t 8 Rinois Gross Yards 3,540 3,786 
ae ‘ Wiley, Marcebus OE 64° WS 4 Columbia Att./Completions 578/311 552/326 
Good help The Chargers’ Mike Riley has Wo | 75 woos. formal OT 68'S" 308 3° Oklahoma St Completion Pct. 538 594 


former head coaches on his staff — Norv Tumer 


Had Intercepted 30 16 

(Washington) and Joe Bugel (Arizona, Oakland). | (U) ~ uvestricted tree agents os of May 2 Punts /Average 92/46,2 91/415 
(R)~ resticted free agents 38 of Mey 3 Penalties /Yards 121/1,036 106/851 

Fumbles/Ball Lost 38/20 17/6 

OFFENSE DEFENSE Touchdowns 31 50 

Rushing 7 10 


80 Curtis Conway Marcellus Wiley Passing 19 33 
77 Damion Mcintosh Jamal Williams Misc 5 7 
64 Kendyl Jacox John Parrella SCORING BY PERIODS Qi Q2 Q3 Q4 OT PTS 
67 Roman Fortin Raylee Johnson Chargers 58 99 60 52 0 269 
Ed Ellis Gerald Dixon Opponent 77128 110 122 3 440 
70 Vaughn Parker Orlando Ruff Turnovers: Takeaways Giveaways 
88 Freddie Jones Junior Seau Int. Fum. Total Int. Fum. Total Diff. 
81 Jeff Graham Ryan McNeil San Diego 16 6 22 30 20 50 -28 


lineup 


ted 


op Doug Flutie Alex Molden RED ZONE 
3 = LaDainian Tomlinson Rodney Harrison ee ne ty ese 
> o 44 Fred McCrary Rogers Beckett 2 : : ; 
= 4a Wade Richey Darren Bennett Offense: 98) lS) 1d5: 28 
aw Defense 69 323 236 24 2.2 


Personnel changes made ofter May 1 may not be reflected. 
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Seattle Seahawks 


2000: 


Additions 


DT Chad Eaton 

QB Matt Hasselbeck 
LB Levon Kirkland 

DT John Randle 

FS Marcus Robertson 
DT Jeremy Staat 


Losses 


FS Jay Bellamy 
WR Sean Dawkins 
G Pete Kendall 


ither Matt Hasselbeck is the answer, 
or Mike Holmgren will face some 
hard questions, 

That was the cold reality after Holmgren, 
having stumbled through his second season 
as the Seahawks’ coach and general man- 
ager, acquired his franchise quarterback 
from Green Bay in March, 

Hasselbeck was dubbed “Mr. August” for 
his exploits during preseason games as the backup to three-time 
league MVP Brett Favre, In Seattle, he'll be given every oppor- 
tunity to make Holmgren’s Super Bowl dreams come true. 

“I hope it's huge,” Holmgren boasts about Hasselbeck’s 
arrival. “We had to do something at the quarterback position 
and of the candidates we narrowed it down to, Matt was above 
the rest.” 


quarterbacks 

The easy part for Hasselbeck figures to be mastering the Sea- 
hawks’ offense. It’s largely the same offense he learned over the 
last three years in Green Bay, except that the Packers had been 
running it since 1992 — giving Hasselbeck a significant head 
start on many of his Seattle teammates. 

“The toughest thing is getting used to the personnel,” Has- 
selbeck says. “I look at a guy and I go, ‘OK, is he a fullback or 
a tight end?” 

While Hasselbeck has yet to make his first NFL start — 
injury-prone backup Brock Huard has more experience — he 
has already impressed coaches with his accuracy. Huard has the 
stronger arm, but Hasselbeck has the charisma that Holmgren 
hopes will make him a natural leader on a team that needs one. 

“T think he has a great feel for the game,” says Eagles coach 
Andy Reid, who served as Hasselbeck’s position coach in Green 
Bay. “He has tremendous vision and good pocket sense, good 
feet in the pocket. 

“And I just think he's a good leader. He has some of the 
intangibles, plus some of the skill.” 


6-10 2001 Draft 


1 Koren Robinson 
1 Steve Hutchinson 
2 Ken Lucas 

3 Heath Evans 

4 Orlando Huff 

4 Curtis Fuller 

4 Floyd Womack 

5 Alex Bannister 

6 Josh Booty 

7 Harold Blackmon 
7 Dennis Norman 
7 Kris Kocurek 


NC State 
Michigan 
Ole Miss 
Auburn 
Fresno State 
TCU 

Miss. State 
Eastem Ky. 
LSU 
Northwestern 
Princeton 
Texas Tech 


WR 
G 


DT Cortez Kennedy 


QB Jon Kitna 

LB George Koonce 
LB James Logan 
WR Derrick Mayes 
DT Riddick Parker 


2001 Prediction 
3rd AFC West 


Impact 


as much from improved chemistry as 
improved personnel. Holmgren did a nice 
job adding players who should fill a giant 
leadership void. Hasselbeck must per- 
form up to expectations. Robinson is the 
highlight of a very strong Seattle draft. 


This is a team that should benefit nearly | 
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running backs 


Former first-round choice Shaun Alexan- 
der finally appears destined to become the 
featured back after spending his rookie season 
caddying for veteran Ricky Watters. Alexan- 
der gives Seattle fresh legs and a home run 
threat, although Watters set the bar quite 
high with a monster season in 2000 (1,855 
yards from scrimmage). 

While Watters excelled, it was clear that Alexander plateaued 
after learning that he wouldn't be getting much playing time. 
Up until that point, Alexander showed flashes of brilliance dur- 
ing the preseason. 

Fullback remains a strength. Mack Strong is coming off a 
career year in which he was a hidden key to Watters’ success, 
Strong played so well, in fact, that former starter Reggie Brown 
rededicated himself during the off-season, creating a win-win 
situation for Seattle. 


. 
receivers 

Seattle upgraded its receiving corps with the first-round 
selection of Koren Robinson, a highly skilled, but oft-troubled 
wideout from North Carolina State. Robinson, who was sus- 
pended three times for academic reasons in his final ewo years 
of college, should slide right into the Seahawks’ starting lineup. 

Former starters Sean Dawkins and Derrick Mayes were cast 
aside as Holmgren appeared ready to rebuild the receiving 
corps around Robinson, second-year pro Darrell Jackson and, 
for a year or two, Jerry Rice. 

Yes, that Jerry Rice. Holmgren was hoping to add the future 
Hall of Famer to the Seartle roster over the summer. 

Jackson led all rookies in receptions, receiving yards and 
receiving touchdowns last season. He should be a fixture in the 
Seattle lineup for the next decade. 

Former second-round choice Karsten Bailey is finally 
healthy after a shoulder injury kept him from capitalizing on a 
strong training camp a year ago. James Williams, a sixth-round 
pick out of Marshall in 2000, will also be given a chance. 


offensive linemen 

Line coach Tom Lovat'’s group was vastly improved in 
2000 as mammoth youngsters Floyd Wedderburn and 
Chris McIntosh breathed life into the formerly decrepit 
right side, paving the way for Watters to average 4.5 yards 
per carry. 

McIntosh and left tackle Walter Jones give Seattle one 
of the most promising tackle tandems in the league, and 
the line should remain a strength. 

The big question is how Lovat's unit will fare without 
left guard Pete Kendall, who was allowed to sign with Ari- 
zona. Kendall's grit, smarts and ability made him a cor- 
nerstone up front, although Holmgren didn't always 
appreciate his penchant for questioning authority. 

With Kendall gone, underrated journeyman Chris Gray 
moves from center to left guard, allowing Robbie Tobeck 
to move into the lineup at center after missing most of 
2000 rehabbing a knee injury. 


defensive linemen 

As the undisputed weak link on a defense that ranked 
31st last season, the Seahawks’ defensive line can’t be any 
worse in 2001. 
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Chad Brown 


And while there was much hype after Seat- 
tle landed tackles John Randle and Chad 
Eaton in free agency, it remains unclear how 
well their high-rewing motors will hold up 
against the run. Many around the league 
wonder if Randle has much left, while Eaton 
is viewed by some as merely adequate. 

The key will be whether Randle has enough 
left to attract double-teams, thereby freeing 
up ends Lamar King and Michael Sinclair. 

It was clear from the first minicamp that 
Randle’s trademark enthusiasm would pay 
dividends. The defense seemed lazy and con- 
tent by the time former Pro Bowler Cortez 
Kennedy took his final snap during a blowout 
loss to Buffalo that brought a merciful end to 
a season in which Seattle surrendered more 
yards than any team in franchise history. 

“A good player still has to have an enthusi- 
asm for the game and John still has great 
enthusiasm,” says Vikings coach Dennis 
Green, who nonetheless allowed Randle to 
depart in free agency. “That's where it really 
starts, 


linebackers 


The addition of former Steelers mainstay 
Levon Kirkland gives Seattle one of the best 
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linebacking corps in the game, at least 
on paper. Flanked by fellow Pro 
Bowler and former Pittsburgh team- 
mate Chad Brown on his left and 
emerging star Anthony Simmons on 
his right, Kirkland should roam the 
middle to great effect as long as the 
Seahawks see even marginal improve- 
ment from their tackles, 

“I expect our linebacking corps to 
be among the best in the league,” 
defensive coordinator Steve Sidwell 
says. 

While Kirkland’s role appears obyi- 
ous — stop the run at any cost — it 
remains unclear whether Sidwell can 
tweak things enough to get the most 
out of Brown's once-fearsome ability 
to rush the passer. 

In fact, Brown has been misused 
for so long that some wonder whether 
he still possesses the pass-rushing abil- 
ity that made him the costliest free- 
agent addition in franchise history 
four years ago. 


defensive backs 


Problems in the secondary were 

compounded exponentially in 2000 
2 by the front four's 
2 inability to stop the run 

and mount a pass rush. 

Assuming those factors will 
improve with the additions of 
Randle, Eaton and Kirkland, 
the Seahawks still have serious 
questions at safety and right 
cornerback. In truth, Shawn 
Springs is the only truly 
dependable commodity in the 
secondary. 

Strong safety Reggie Tongue 
returns for a second season and 
will be asked to start after 
spending 2000 as the team's 
$13 million free-agent bust. 
Free safety is apparently in the 
hands of free agent signee Mar- 
cus Robertson. Signed to a 
three-year deal, Robertson 
spent 10 years with the Hous- 
ton/Tennessee franchise. His 
veteran leadership should bol- 
ster this defense. 

Rookie Ken Lucas, a second- 
round pick out of Ole Miss, 
joins second-year pro Ike 
Charlton and aging veteran 
Willie Williams in the fight to 
start at right corner. It's a posi- 
tion that could very well remain 
a liability. 


draft. 
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Back In The Day 


Steve Largent 


By the time Largent 
was inducted into the 
Pro Football Hall of 
Fame in 1995, he was 
already a member of the 
United States Congress. 

So much for adjusting 
to civilian life. Largent, 
46, is currently serving 
his fourth term repre- 
senting Oklahoma's 
First District. He and his 
wife of 26 years, Terry, 
have a daughter and three sons. After retiring from the Sea- 
hawks in 1989, Largent ran his own advertising and market- 
ing consulting firm. 

Career: 819 Catches, 13,089 Yds., 16.0 Avg., 100 TDs. 
Pro Bowls: 7 (1978, '79, '81, '84, '85, '86, ’87) 

Known For: When Largent retired, he was one of only two 
players in NFL history to hold the career lead in receptions, 
receiving yards and receiving touchdowns at the same time. 
Don Hutson was the other. 

Best Season: 1981 

Shining Moment: On July 29, 1995, Largent became the 
first Seahawk inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 
Darkest Hour: Largent was released by the Houston Oilers 
on Aug. 24, 1976. He was ultimately recalled by the Ollers 
and traded to Seattle for an eighth-round choice in the 1977 
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2000 Revisited 


The Prophecy: “The challenge will be to 
field a playoff team now, while putting the 
pleces in place for the future.” 
The Lie: “(VJon) Kitna should benefit from 
additional mobility after recovering from a 
turf toe injury ...” 

—Athion Sports Pro Football 2000 


specialists 


Special teams have been a strength since 
Pete Rodriguez arrived to coach the units in 
1998, 

Veteran punter Jeff Feagles rarely puts up 
big numbers, but he usually ranks high in 
placing punts inside the 20 while keeping 
touchbacks to an absolute minimum. 

Charlie Rogers has ranked near the top of 
the league in return averages over the last nwo 
years, while both of Seattle's coverage units 
ranked in the top five last season. 

The biggest surprise on special teams has 
been the emergence of placekicker Rian Lin- 
dell, who connected on 15-of-17 FG 
attempts last season after signing for the final 
12 games. 

Lindell drilled several clutch kicks and 
proved particularly dependable from long 
range, hitting 7-of-8 from 40-49 yards and 3- 
of-3 from 50-plus. 
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Today's Market Value: $7 million. 
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Roster 2000 Team Stats 


Head Coach: Mike Holmgren (NFL Record: 99-61) RESULTS 
aon So, 020 LMA 72.949 
34-37 L St. Louis 64.869 
NO | NAME ROS: HT) WT EXP, <COMERE: 8 )o0-10)) -W New Orleans 59,513 
37 Nexander, Shaun RB S11" 218. Alabama 20-12 W at San Diego 47,233 
83 Balley, Karsten WR 510° 201 2 Auburn 
63. Geddes: Fri G 6 206 5 OkP 46 Se 17-24 = L at Kansas City 82,893 
55 Gel, Mecus ip si" 237 4 Avkona 3-26 =L at Carolina 72,192 
19 Bownes, Fabien WR Sit" 192 4 Westemitinds fF 24-37 L Indianapolis 63,593 
94 Brown, Chad iB 62 240 6 Colorage 331 ~6CL at Oakland 57,490 
34 Brown, Reggie RB 60" 244 5 FresroSt. # 49-24 L Kansas City 62,141 
te Brown, Trants te.) SBS 218 «4 Pyoeer Arona 17-15 Ww San Diego 59,884 
Sy cetear accu, «De PERT cariaiell  eeeme A Zeszo tp a asornele 68,063 
49 Darche, JeanPhilippe C60" 282 1 McGi (Canada) J 31-38 L Denver 68,661 
‘ Eaton, Chad NT 65" 300 4 Washingtonst ff 30-10 W at Atlanta 44,680 
sr 46 Epps. Daan 1B 61" 242, ft TexasSouhon ff 24-31 LL at Denver 75,218 
: rf eae ane inte ag WAV ae Commo | 27-28 =W Oakland 68,681 
Shaun Alexander 8% French, Rutus Tr 6s 7 1 Osies fo 2 e t hae 
62 Gray, Chris G 64" 305 8 Aubum LEADERS 
= As RH. 
Outside the Huddle |fsmeire td) eens 
95 Hillard, John Dt 62 255 2 Msssissogi St 9 Rushing: Ricky Watters, 276 att, 1.242 ycs., 7 TDs 
Coming home The addition of Jim Zorn as nual eS a im : Neaeeen | Recebing: Sean Daw $63 ec, 731 ys, 5 1s 
quarterbacks coach came as a Surprise given | 7: jonos water r 65° KO 4 Florida St.  Mlcking: Rian Lindell, 15/17 FGs, 25/25 XPs 
Mike Holmgren’s record of stocking the fran- | 28 joseph, Kerry (U) DB 62" 205 4 WMcNecseSt & Punting: Jeff Feagles, 74 punts, 40.0 avg, 
chise with outsiders. But Zorn, who served aS | 58 Kocwensk,tsalsh 18 61" 260 1 Harvard Bf Kickoff Ret.: Charlie Rogers, 66 ret., 24.7 avg. 
the Seahawks’ starting quarterback in the late | 33  Hely, Mauce OS 61° 205 1 Estlen SF punt pet.: Charlie Rogers, 26 ret., 14.0 avg 
1970s and early 1980s, won over Holmgren | 92 re Lene aD ois... aretcrw Sinmons, 147, 119 $0l0 
quickly with his unwavering emphasis on funda- |. Heseiesadist = aa : eae ae ae 
mentals. And that might have been the biggest |= [ou yue pe eg as 8 Sse Se 
surprise. After all, Zorn was best known as a | 9 tudes, man Pienemann ys wreertone: Jay Beker, 4 for 152 yas... Wake Walams, 
player for his ability to improvise. 56 Logan, James (U) ip 62" 25 6 Memohis 4 0" 74ycs. 
Turnover In two short years, the Seahawks | 75 Mehtosh, Chis To SY) SAfy at Wieconsa OPP, 
have parted ways with threefourths of their | °° ‘™* TE ES aeige BYU F total First Downs 281 334 
starting defensive line. Michael Sinclair is the |. “Pet 0B S10 ABS 2 Comma Finis fp ching 98 126 
; O Mytes, DeShone (R) iB 62° 235 3 Newaca A 
only holdover from a group that once included | 75 yrhmse chad oT 64° 318 1 UCLA Passing 168 185 
Cortez Kennedy, Sam Adams and Phillip | 97 parer.Rddcx(l) DT 63" 274 4 North Carolina Penalty 15 20 
Daniels. Holmgren is hoping the addition of John Rande, John DE Git 206 11 TRAMM-Knende ab Down: Made/Att Bs/205 "hie 
Randle at tackle can infuse life into the entire Rebertsen, Marcus © 08 521° 205 10 fowa St. on peal htt rit V7 
defense, and Sinclair is optimistic. “You start to 1 Rogers, Charlie RB SS 179 2 Georgia Tech 2 
: ; 51 Smmons.Attoy iB 60° 20 3 Clemson | _ 4th Down Pet. 50.0 14.3 
develop a chemistry when guys are going altout | oe. Ga" 278 10 ENew Mexeo | Possession Avg. 27:31 32:29 
in practice,” Sinclair says. “I'm excited.” 24 Springs, Shawn be 60" 195 4 Ohio St, | Total Net Yards 4,680 6,391 
Travel time The Seahawks logged more air Stost, Jeremy or 6S 3D 4 Arizona St Avg. Per Game 292.5 399.4 
miles than any NFL team except the Dallas Cow- | 93 Sveste.Ratmam OE 65° 263 1 Richmond ff Avg. Per Play 4.9 6,3 
boys. Seattle covered 30,218 miles en route to | 3 Svoe Max RB 60" 23) 7 Georga | Net Yards Rushing 1,720 2,454 
four East Coast trips. 59 Terry, Tim ‘8 63° 235 2 __ Temple Avg. Per Game 107.5 153.4 
G1 Tobeck, Robbie C 64" 298 7 Washington St Avg. Per Attempt 4,3 49 
Bad luck Cornerback Fred Vinson, a former | 25 tongue, Resse 08 60° 28 5 Oregon St. Tota! Rushes 403 503 
second-round pick by Green Bay, will miss his | 91 Watsen, Tm oT 6s 20 1 Rowen ff Net Yards Passing 2,960 3,937 
second consecutive season after tearing the | 32 Watters, Ricky RS Gly 217 10 Nove Dane Avg. Per Game 185.0 246.1 
AGLinnisletinee, vison onuredinatece |= Ween oo ee gh 
fi . ACK! 
pea febshs ees ide haa tore the same 88 Wiliams, Janes WR 5°40" 180 1 Marshall Gross Yards 3,198 4,089 
2000 : 27 Wiens. Wie D8 59° 180 8 WestemCacina f  Att./Completions 507/308 489/309 
Red zone success Seattle finished first in the 3 1 Completion Pet. 60.7 63.2 


AFC by scoring at TD on 60.9 percent of its trips Had Intercepted 21 17 
inside the 20-yard line. {U)~ unrestricted free agents as of May 4 Punts /Average 75/39,5 62/41.5 
(R) ~ restricted free agents as of May 2 Penalties/Yards 89/728 96/694 

Fumbles/Ball Lost 35/17 28/12 

OFFENSE DEFENSE Touchdowns 37 46 

Rushing 10 20 


Darrell Jackson 70 Michael Sinclair Passing at 23 
Walter Jones Chad Eaton Misc 6 3 
Chris Gray John Randle SCORING BY PERIODS Qi Q2 Q3 Q% OF PTS 
Robbie Tobeck 92 Lamar King Seahawks 70100 59 91 0 320 
Floyd Wedderburn 94 Chad Brown Opponent 96140 71 98 0 405 
Chris Mcintosh Levon Kirkland Tumovers: Takeaways Giveaways 
Christian Fauria 51 Anthony Simmons int. Fum. Total int. Fum. Total Diff. 
Koren Robinson 24 Shawn Springs Seattle 17 12 29 21 17 #38 #9 
Matt Hasselbeck Ken Lucas 
Shaun Alexander 25 Reggie Tongue RED ZONE 
Mack Strong Marcus Robertson Att. Pts. = TD. FG. TD% 
9 Rian Lindell 10 Jeff Feagies Offense 46 22 28 11 609 


Oeense 1758 


lineup 


projected 
starting 
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ave you watched a football game 
- broadcast in high definition televi- 

sion (HDTV)? It’s amazing. Not 
only do you see an endzone-to-endzone 
widescreen field of view on every play, but 
you also get in the action with close-ups that 
spray your screen with all the glory of NFL 
blood, sweat, tears and turf. The pictures are 
so clear that you can literally read the plays 
and the tattoos on your favorite player's fore- 
arm. 

Digital TV will replace our 60-year-old 
analog system in a very short while as televi- 
sion stations, under FCC mandate to make 
the switch by 2006, phase out their old ana- 
log transmission systems. The good news is 
that you don't have to wait until then. Today, 
you can purchase a digital TV and enjoy its 
widescreen theater-style picture quality along 
with surround sound plus still receive ordi- 
nary analog signals as well. In fact, over 30 of 
the top local markets are already broadcast- 
ing HDTV signals with more on the way. 

Allow me to note that you'll probably have 
to wait until the playoffs and the Super Bowl 
to see pro football in HDTV. The networks 
have yet to commit to full-time digital 
broadcast of NFL games. 

In the major markets now broadcasting 
digitally, you can receive the signal with a 
simple pair of rabbit ear antennas just like 
dad used to have. However, unlike dad’s 
antenna, the digital l’s and 0's of HDTV 
eliminate the need for aluminum foil or 
someone to constantly move the antenna to 
get good reception, 

Perhaps the best way to enjoy HDTV 
now is with either of the two small dish 
satellite providers, DirecTV or 
EchoStar/DISH Network (see box). Each 
allows you to receive over-the-air as well as 
satellite HDTV broadcast all day, every day. 
What about cable TV? The cable companies 
are late to the HDTV party, but expect to 
see a fast transition when consumer demand 
increases. 

HDTV sets come in several flavors. Do 
you want a space-saving tabletop widescreen 
set of around 34-38 inches? How about a 
truly flat 42- to 60-inch plasma receiver (like 
the ones in the TV ad mounted on the ceil- 
ing), or maybe a 40-to 65-inch rear projec- 
tor, or perhaps a really big home-theater size 
wall-mounted projector that delivers up to 
100-inch screen size? 

Which HDTV products have the right 
stuff to be the Best Stuff? Our editors have 
made some specific product suggestions to 
help you in this decision. 

For updates, television schedules and more 
information about HDTV products, log on to 
www.beststuff.com/hdty. 


PANASONIC PLASMA 
(PT-42PD2-P) 

The future of TVs is flat. While there are still 
issues with brightness on gas plasma type TVs. 
the Panasonic shines in this category. plus it 
adds an industry first 3000:1 contrast ratio. 
Only 3.5-inches thick, this state-of-the-art 
42-inch wide screen TV sells for $11,000. 


SAMSUNG TANTUS 43 
(Model No. HLK4306W) 

Stylish, thin 43-inch rear-projection LCD 
HDTV features new LCD technology for 
brighter pictures, an internal HDTV decoder 
and killer 30-watt built-in speakers. Great 
price at under $5,000. 


RCA 
(Model No. F38310) 

HDTV solution in a box. Features the world’s 
largest glass widescreen tube, an integrated 
HDTV tuner. and a built-in DirecTV HDTV satellite 
receiver for only $4,300. 


HITACHI 55-INCH WIDESCREEN 
(Model No. 55MXO1W) 

This ultimate HDTV projection TV delivers the 
goods. Features new Digital Light Processing 
(DLP) technology that recreates super bright 
images in all of HDTV's glory, as well it should for 
$12,000. 


SONY OVERHEAD PROJECTOR 
(Model No, VPL-VWI10HT) 

With a screen size up to 100 inches, this over- 
head projector offers HDTV quality in a small 
form factor. Built especially for HDTV not data, it 
incorporates the ONLY native 16 x 9 LCD 
chips on the market, outperforming over- 
heads three times its size and price. $8,000. 


INSTANT HDTV 

When you decide to take the digital 
plunge, you can do so for as little as $3.000- 
$5,000. Here’s one approach we highly recom- 
mend. 


Subscribe to EchoStar/DISH Network and ask 
for its model 6000 HDTV satellite receiver ($499), 
and equip it with the optional over the air 
module ($150). 

Buy one of the better direct view HDTV 
sets. 

That's it. You are ready for over-the-air 
HDTV, satellite HDTV, and as a bonus, 
amazingly better, clearer, widescreen 
pictures from your DVD player. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 131 


ee 


e 
z 
= 
% 
Po] 
* 
~ 
s 
‘ 
& 
> 


e 
a) 
a] 
© 
= 
a. 
© 
° 
_ 
° 
o 
3 


AVAILABLE AT 


AUTHENTIC NFL TRADING CARDS, MEMORABILIA AND. THE 
UNFORGETTABLE BRUSH WITH GREATNESS. Own the Moment. 
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See Riek iy ON 


Bryant Young, San Francisco, shares a laugh with presenter 
Pam Oliver, FOX Sports, at the Playoff NFL Players 
Awards Banquet honoring the Unsung Heroes of the 
2000 Season, 


New York, and Thomas Jones, Arizona, take a break during 
the photo shoots at the 2000 Acclaim Sports NFL Play- 
ers Rookie Premiere /n Orlando, FL. 


Unsung Heroes Fabian Bownes, Seattle, John Fiala, Pitts- a 
burgh and Mike Maslowski, Kansas City, talk with ESPN at 


the Firefighter Challenge. 


MIPLAYERSS 


Actor L.L. Cool J hangs out with Warrick Dunn, Tampa Bay at ; 
the 989 Sports NFL Players Party during Super Bowl week- 
end. 


won 
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Jason Taylor, Miami, Tony Siragusa, Baltimore, Vanna White, Pat 
Sajak and Stephen Davis, Washington on the set of the Wheel 
of Fortune NFL Players Week. 


Undisputed Light Heavyweight Champion Roy Jones is a 
“knock-out” celebrity at the 989 Sports NFL Players Party in 
Tampa. 


| a. | - \ 

Future play-by-play analyst Tim Dwight, Atlanta, follows the 
competition between rookies Corey Simon, Philadelphia and 
Sylvester Moris, Kansas City at the Acclaim Sports Video 
Game Challenge during the NFL Players Rookie Premiere. 


Unsung Heroes and DC Special Olympic participants strike a 
pose with coaches Pam Oliver, FOX Sports and Dan Miler, 
FOX Sports Detroit at a basketball game held before the Play- 
off NFL Players Awards Banquet. 


pm >. 
Brian Mitchell, Philadelphia, Steve Beuerlein, Carolina and Tony 
Dorsett, retired, hang out in the green room at the taping of the 
Wheel of Fortune NFL Players Week. 


Amani Toomer, New York, stops to chat with ESPN's Stuart 
Scott as he struts his stuff on the catwalk of the Code Maga- 
zine Style Odyssey at the 989 Sports NFL Players Party in 
Tampa. 
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PWIA GHALLEN 


So you think you know something about 
football? Well, here's your chance to prove 
it-- a3 question NFL player quiz. Test your 
NFL Savvy and win official gear. 
Tear out or photocopy this page, take the 
NFL Players Trivia Challenge and mail your 
answers to: 


P.0. Box 18413 
Washington, DC 20036-8413 


~One Winner~ 

One (1) Autographed 
Football 

One (1) Authentic 
Autographed Jersey 


~Five Winners~ 

One (1) PLAYERS INC 
Golf Shirt 

One (1) PLAYERS INC 
Sweatshirt 


~Fifteen Winners~ 

One (1) PLAYERS INC 
T-Shirt 

One (1) PLAYERS INC 
Cap 


UE! 
en a he 


. Kevin Dyson >. Eddie George 


5. Frank Wycheck 


Ki i. Franco Harris 8. lynn Swann C. Fred Biletniki 


\ Jerry Rice Herman Moore ©. Jimmy Smith 


Check out the PLAYERS INC website at 


/ for all the latest info on your favorite NFL players 


“PLAYERS INC NFL PLAYERS’ 


Name .... veveee AJC. 


ee ee ee 
Clty/State/ZU 2) sscvescansscn-cinstewsssesscoes 
Phone ...... chon fe cee > So 
E-Mail ...... Seateaenses. CAGnemeCUys dagen. 00s +caes 
Answers; 2.2) 3 

Size: Ges) | ea) | | ee 


1.No purchase necessary. 2.Contes! is open to anyone except employees of Athion Spons and PLAYE! 
INC. 3, Only one entry per person, per envelope, All entries must be postmarked by October 16, 2001 

Photocopies are acceptable. §. Mail each entry to PLAYERS INC, P.O. Box 18413, Washington, DC 2002 

8413. 6. Winners will be sales ted in a random drawing from all entries. Drawing date is October 23, 20f 
Odds of winning are determined by the number of entries. Decisions will be final. 7, Winners will be nc 

fied by mail. 8. All entries become the property of PLAY ' RS INC. 9, Only one prizewinner per houscho 
10. Contest void where prohibited 
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| USED TO WORRY ABOUT 250 LB. 
LINEBACKERS WITH 4.4 SPEED. 


NOW ANYBODY WHO USES ima . h\ 


(BS.SPORTSLINE.COM CAN PUT ME 
OUT OF THE GAME. 


But | always get into the game, like millions of 
fantasy football players, with CBS SportsLine.com. 
You get a private, easy-to-use, easy-to-customize 
web site, configurable e-mail reports, even free 
wireless notifications of the games and services. 


Football Commissioner FREE! 

* Only “stat service” with real-time scoring 
¢ Customizable scoring systems and stats 
* Owner created reports 

* Statistics and standings updated daily 


Fantasy Football 2001 FREE! 
* Complete pre-draft analysis 

¢ Live or automated drafts 

* Play levels from beginner to expert 
* Head-to-head, 12 team leagues 


Football Challenge 2001 FREE! 
¢ Easy-to-play salary-cap games 

* Compete against thousands 

* Unlimited transactions 

* Great prizes 


Plus you'll have all the analysis, player updates and 
injury reports you'll need to go from the draft right through 
the playoffs. Come see why | trust my fantasy 
teams and leagues to CBS SportsLine.com. | 


a 
<)) ces SportsLine.com. 
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VISIT CBS.SPORTSLINE.COM 
AND CLICK ON “FREE FANTASY” TODAY. 
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Faulk 
holds nothing 
back — on or 
off the field. So when the 
Rams’ star running back 
was asked for an autograph 
at a dinner function in St. 
Louis last year, he replied: 
“You know I can't do it for 
free.” 
The fan answered: “I know, I 
know. It’s $5.” 
Faulk issued the following 
correction: “Five dollars? 
Excuse me, I’m a $20 
player.” 
Is this the case of 
another greedy pro 
athlere? You bet. Atleast 
that’s the when 
Faulk has a chance to raise 
money for charity. He presses the 
issue, just like he presses the hole on one of 
his signature running plays. Or pressures the 
secondary on a pass pattern. 

} The above dialogue took place at a dinner 
‘a to benefit the Make A Wish Foundation. 
Rams players were instructed to ask for 

donations whenever signing autographs to 
aid the children’s charity. 
That night Faulk and Rams quarterback 
) Kurt Warner were bringing in $20 an auto- 
graph. Always the competitor, Faulk occa- 
sionally would check the “tote board.” 

“How much does Kurt have?” Faulk asked 
repeatedly. “All right. All right. I'll be back.” 

And then he'd leave to raise more money. 

In his nvo seasons with the Rams, Faulk 
has approached the game with passion and 
professionalism. He shows up early to study 
film — frequently arriving before his posi- 
tion coach. He works with the younger play- 


arshall 


case 


MARSHALL’S PLAN 
WORKING 
IN ST. LOUIS 
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ers in his own way. Head coach Mike Martz 
says having Faulk around is like having 
another coach on his staff. And with each 
passing season in the NFL, Faulk is 
approaching his off-the-field community 
service work with the same zeal. 

“It’s important to me because I grew up in 
an environment like the people that I'm try- 
ing to help,” Faulk says. “I was an inner-city 
youth. I was looking for outside guidance 
other than from my family, 

“To know thar there is someone who came 
from that environment, who has made it, 
and is still making it, but giving back — 
sometimes, that’s all you need to know,” 
Faulk said. “That somebody cares, That 
there's somebody that’s concerned about if 
you're going to school. Are you doing good? 
And someone who’ trying to provide the lit- 
tle things that maybe a working parent, or a 
single mother, or a single father just can’t 
provide.” 

Some who have followed Faulk’s football 
career closely are aware of the obstacles he 
faced growing up in the Desire public hous- 
ing project in New Orleans. Drugs, crime 
and poverty were as much a part of the 
neighborhood landscape as streetlights, stop 
signs and asphalt. Faulk once had a gun 
pulled on him. Two of his brothers ended up 
serving time in jail. Manhole covers would 
be stolen and sold as scrap metal. 

Aluminum would be placed over broken 
windows, but Faulk recalls that “crackheads 
would steal it and sell it for scrap.” 

And Faulk wasn’t always a Boy Scout. In 
fact, he was once called “a basic upper Ninth 
Ward thug” by Wayne Reese, who would 
become a mentor to Faulk as his high school 
coach, He was dismissed from three elemen- 
tary schools. He spent much of his junior 
and senior years in high school sleeping at a 
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eckett,com... 


kick off youn foosas collection! 


* Daily football card Hot List 


e FREE Top Player football card 
pe 


and Checklists 


¢ Daily football card collecting 
news 

e More than 600,000 football 
collectibles for sale in the 
Beckett.com Marketplace 


¢ Beckett Grading Services 


Catch these special offers at 
www.beckett.com/athlonsports! 


¢ Save on Beckett Football Card Monthly subscriptions 
¢ Football card grading coupons from Beckett Grading Services 
¢ Discount access to online football card prices and checklists 


RUSH TO BECKETT.COM! 
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friend's house. But somchow — Faulk says 
he still isn’t exactly sure how — he avoided 
getting sucked into the despair that sur- 
rounded him. Obviously, some guidance 
from his mother Cecile helped. 

“She made me be accountable,” Faulk 
said. “I had to make choices. She 
said, ‘Do you want to work, or 
do you want to go to school? 
You're not going to just sit 
around in my house.” 

Faulk threw himself into foot- 
ball. He became driven to suc- 
ceed, 

“It made me thirsty, it made 
me hungry,” Faulk said. “It made 
me work harder to get the things 
that I saw other people had. Everybody 
wants the easy way out, but sometimes it’s 
the worst way out.” Faulk found a way out, 
and went on to do some amazing things in 
football. 

As a freshman at San Diego State, he 
rushed for what was then a major-college 
record 386 yards. In three college seasons, 
before turning pro a year early, Faulk 
amassed 4,589 yards for the Aztecs. 

In five seasons with Indianapolis, Faulk 
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enjoyed four 1,000-yard rushing seasons and 
earned three Pro Bowl berths. He was the 
consensus NFL Offensive Rookie of the Year 
in 1994, But things had gotten a litte stale 
for Faulk in Indy. It may sound like a cliche, 
but his pre-draft trade to St. Louis in 1999 


“I want you to know that 
there’s more to life than what 


you see on a day-to-day basis. 
And there are ways out.” 


brought with it a much-needed change of 


scenery. 

Faulk’s career has reached new heights in 
St. Louis. In 1999, he set an NFL record for 
total yards from scrimmage (2,429), and 
obviously was a key factor in the Rams 
Super Bowl triumph. Last season, he was 
named league MVP despite a knee injury 
that sidelined him for ovo games entirely 
and limited his workload in two others. 

His community service and charitable 
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work also has set new standards through the 
Marshall Faulk Foundation. 

“We're growing, we're constantly grow- 
ing,” Faulk said. “And we're moving around, 
Each year, we've got to commend the spon- 
sors that come on and donate monies and 
match the money that I put forth.” 

And this is no shell-game founda- 
tion. It’s real. 

“We were audited,” Faulk said. 
“Maybe cight to 10 foundations were 
audited, and we were one of like two 
that were actually giving money back 
— that out of the money brought, it 
wasnt going to people working for 
the foundation. I mean, we give away 
anywhere from 85 to 90 percent of 
the monies that we have come in.” 

And over the years, including Faulk’s 
tenure in Indianapolis, that has amounted to 
hundreds of thousands of dollars going back 
to the community. 

In St. Louis, the Marshall Faulk Founda- 
tion has specifically targeted inner-city 
youth. In conjunction with the Rams, Faulk 
began the Rams 28 Club, an incentive-based 
program now involving youth at four area 
community centers. A large “scoreboard” in 
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the form of a football field is used to keep 
score on progress toward goals. 

“These kids would move forward based 
on what the counselors at these different 


& ae . =.” 


community centers thought was an achieve- 
ment for them,” said Marci Moran, former 
director of community relations for the 
Rams. “We let them set the individual para- 


= 


Faulk has made major contributions on and off the field in St. Louis. 
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meters for the kids. Tried to get the parents 
involved. Tried to get the schools involved.” 

The goal might be good grades in school. 
Or even attending school on a regular basis. 
As part of the program, Faulk bought 28 
tickets for the youths to attend each Rams 
game. 

And every milestone on the “scoreboard” 
would earn something for the kids, whether 
it was a Rams hat or poster, or an auto- 
graphed picture of Faulk. 

At the end of the season, Faulk hosts a 
party at Rams Park for participants in the 
program. During the off-season, Faulk sent 
each participant a letter to let them know he 
was thinking about them. 

“Marshall's very committed from a finan- 
cial standpoint and a hand’s-on standpoint,” 
said Jennifer Weber, who has been executive 
director of the foundation since 1997, 

Faulk has gotten involved in several other 
targeted projects: 

* The Right Step program, which provides 
shoes for needy students attending St. Louis 
Public Schools. 

* The Lift for Life program, which pro- 
vides a workout gym for area youth, and a 
reason to stay off the streets. 

* The St. Louis Internship Program, 
which provides high school area youth the 
chance to work as summer interns for area 
corporations. 

Through it all, Faulk has managed to 
keep up a couple of connections with chari- 
table groups in Indianapolis, though his 
support there is more financial than in the 
form of appearances now that he plays for 
St. Louis. 

And before the start of the 2000 season, 
he donated $10,000 to the Desire housing 
project in New Orleans, to help build a com- 
munity center there. 

His main fundraising effort is a 
dinner/auction and golf tournament in June. 
But as his successes have mounted in St. 
Louis, more and more corporate sponsors 
have emerged. 

And business is very good on the field as 
well, Through the Marshall Plan, Faulk 
donates $2,000 for every touchdown he 
scores for the Rams. Last year, he scored an 
NFL-record 26 TDs. This gives St. Louis 
area residents, particularly inner-city youth, 
even more reason to cheer every time Faulk 
crosses the goal line. 

Faulk’s message to those young fans is con- 
stant: “I want you to know that there's more 
to life than what you see on a day-to-day 
basis. And there are ways out.” 

He's living proof. 
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1 
Check publications that you wish to order: @ To order a subscription, read over the coupon carefully for each publication's price ] 
@ Fill out the information below for the publication(s) you wish to receive & call, mail or fax your order today! 
©) Bear Report * $39.95, 24 issues 
‘2 Browns News/IIlustrated $39.95, 24 issues Narie I 
|Q Buccaneers Magazine * $49.95, 24 issues | 
(2 Buffalo Bills Shout! « $39.95, 24 issues Address ] 
Detroit Lions Report * $29,95, 8 issues Cit State Zi 
12 Dolphins Digest * $39.95, 24 issues Y —— l 
19 Eagles Digest * $39.95, 24 issues Phone Number Email: I 
CO 45ers Report * $39.95, 24 issues 
I5 Giant Insider * $39.95, 24 issues Payment enclosed © Check or M/O (make checks payable to name of publication ordered) i} 
10 Jets Confidential © $39.95, 24 issues O VISA © MasterCard O Bill Me NOTE: Free gift will be sent with paid subscription, | 
jo Packer Report * $39.95, 24 issues 1 
O Patriots Football Weekly * $39.95, 30 issues Card # Exp, Date 
( (Raiders) Silver & Black * $39.95, 24 issues | — I 
JO (Redskins) Warpath * $39.95, 24 issues FI lathe iltan ode. 1 
I; er en cae olson Mail to: American Sports Media or call 1-800-334-4005 i 
in Viking Update * $39.95, 24 issues 2604 Elmwood Ave., #343 » Rochester, NY 14618 « Fax: 608-825-3053 I 
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All Times Local p.m. 

BILLS COLTS DOLPHINS PATRIOTS JETS 

S.9 NEWORLEANS 1:00 S.9 atN.Y. Jets 1:00 S.9 at Tennessee 7:30 =S.9 at Cincinnati 1:00 S.9 INDIANAPOLIS 1:00 

S. 16 at Miami 1:00 S. 16 DENVER 12:00 S.16 BUFFALO 1:00 = S. 16 at Carolina 1:00 = S. 16 at Oakland 1:15 

S. 23 at Indianapolis 12:00 S$. 23 BUFFALO 12:00 S$. 23 OAKLAND 1:00 S. 23 N.Y. JETS 4:05 S$, 23 atNew England 4:05 

S, 30 PITTSBURGH 1:00 S$. 30 atNew England 1:00 S. 30 at St. Louis 12:00 S$. 30 INDIANAPOLIS 1:00 0.1 SAN FRANCISCO 9:00 

0.7 N.Y. JETS 4:05 0.7 OPEN DATE 0.7 NEWENGLAND 1:00 0.7 at Miami 1:00 0.7 at Buffalo 4:05 

O. 14 OPEN DATE 0. 14 OAKLAND 7:30 0.14 atN.Y. Jets 4:15 0.14 SAN DIEGO 1:00 0.14 MIAMI 4:15 

0. 18 at Jacksonville 8:30 0.21 NEW ENGLAND 12:00 0. 21 OPEN DATE 0. 21 at Indianapolis 1:00 0.21 ST, LOUIS 1:00 

O. 28 at San Diego 1:15 0.28 at Kansas City 12:00 0. 28 at Seattle 1:15 0. 28 at Denver 2:15 0. 28 at Carolina 1:00 

N.4 INDIANAPOLIS 4:15 N.4 at Buffalo 4:15 N.4 CAROLINA 1:00 N.4 atAtlanta 1:00 N.4 atNewOrleans 7:30 

N. 11 at New England 1:00 NN. 11 MIAMI 1:00 N. 11 at indianapolis 1:00 N. 11 BUFFALO 1:00 N. 11 KANSAS CITY 1:00 

N. 18 SEATTLE 1:00 N.18 at New Orleans 12:00 N. 18 N.Y. JETS 1:00 N. 18ST. LOUIS 8:30 N. 18 at Miami 1;00 

N. 25 MIAMI 1:00 N.25 SAN FRANCISCO 1:00  N. 25 at Buffalo 1:00 N.25NEWORLEANS 4:05  N, 25 OPEN DATE 

D.2 atSan Francisco 5:30 D.2 at Baltimore 1:00 D.2 DENVER 1:00 D.2 at New York Jets 1:00 D.2 NEWENGLAND 1:00 

D.9 CAROLINA 1:00 _—OD«. 10 at Miami 9:00 D.10 INDIANAPOLIS 9:00 D.9 CLEVELAND 1:00 D.9 at Pittsburgh 4:15 

D. 16 NEWENGLAND 1:00  D. 16 ATLANTA 1:00 D.16atSan Francisco 1:05 _—D. 16 at Buffalo 1:00 —_—D, 16 CINCINNATI 1:00 

D 23 at Atlanta 1:00 D.23N.Y. JETS 8:30 D.22atNew England 12:30 D. 22 MIAMI 12:30 D.23atIndianapolis 8:30 

D. 30 at N.Y. Jets 1:00 —D. 30 at St. Louis 12:00  D.30 ATLANTA 1:00 _D. 30 OPEN DATE D. 30 BUFFALO 1:00 
RAVENS BENGALS BROWNS JAGUARS STEELERS TITANS 
S.9 CHICAGO 1:00 S,9 NEWENGLAND 1:00 S.9 SEATTLE 1:00 S.9 PITTSBURGH 1:00 S.9 at Jacksonville 1:00 S.9 MIAMI 7:30 
S.17 MINNESOTA 9:00 S, 16 at Tennessee 12;00 S. 16 at Pittsburgh 8:30 S, 16 at Chicago 3:15 S.16 CLEVELAND 8:30 S, 16 CINCINNATI 12:00 
S. 23 at Cincinnati 1:00 S,23 BALTIMORE 1:00 S. 23 DETROIT 1:00 $23 TENNESSEE 1:00 S. 23 OPEN DATE S. 23 at Jacksonville 1:00 
S. 30 at Denver 2:15 S.30atSan Diego 1:15 S. 30 at Jacksonville 4:15 S.30 CLEVELAND 4:15 S. 30 at Buffalo 1:00 S. 30 OPEN DATE 
0.7 TENNESSEE 1:00 0.7 at Pittsburgh 1:00 0.7 SAN DIEGO 1:00 0.7 at Seattle 1:05 0.7 CINCINNATI 1:00 0.7 atBaltimore 1:00 
0. 14 at Green Bay 12:00 0, 14 CLEVELAND 1:00 0,14 atCincinnati 1:00 0.14 0PEN DATE 4:15 0. 14 at Kansas City12:00 0.14 TAMPA BAY 12:00 
0. 21 at Cleveland 1:00 0. 21 CHICAGO 1:00 0.21 BALTIMORE 1:00 0. 18 BUFFALO :30 0.21 at Tampa Bay 1:00 O. 21 at Detroit 1:00 
0. 28 JACKSONVILLE 1:00 0. 28 at Detroit 1:00 0. 28 OPEN DATE 0. 28 at Baltimore 1:00 0.29 TENNESSEE 9:00 0. 29 at Pittsburgh 9:00 
N.4 at Pittsburgh 1:00 N,4 OPEN DATE N.4 atChicago 12:00 N.4 at Tennessee 12:00 N.4 at BALTIMORE 1:00 N. 4 JACKSONVILLE12:00 
N. 12 at Tennessee 8:00 N, 11 at Jacksonville 1:00 N. 11 PITTSBURGH 12:00 N.11 CINCINNATI 1:00 N, 11 atCleveland 1:00 N.12 BALTIMORE 8:00 
N. AI8 CLEVELAND 1:00 N, 18 TENNESSEE 1:00 N.i8atBaltimore 1:00 N.18 at Pittsburgh 4:05 N. 18 JACKSONVILLE 4:05 N. 18 at Cincinnati 1:00 
N. 25 at Jacksonville 1:00 N. 25 at Cleveland 12:00 N. 25 CINCINNATI] 12:00 N, 25 BALTIMORE 1:00 N. 25 at Tennessee 12:00 N. 25 PITTSBURGH 12:00 
D.2 INDIANAPOLIS 1:00 D.2 TAMPABAY 1:00 D.2 TENNESSEE 12:00 D.3 GREEN BAY 9:00 D.2 MINNESOTA 1:00 D.2 atCleveland 1:00 
D.9 OPEN DATE 0.9 JACKSONVILLE 1:00 D.9 at New England 1:00 D.9 atCincinnati 1:00 D.9 N.Y. JETS 1:00 D.9 at Minnesota 12:00 
0. 16 PITTSBURGH 8:30 OD. 16 at N.Y. Jets 1:00 D. 16 JACKSONVILLE12:00 0D. 16 at Cleveland 12:00 D.16 at Baltimore 8:30 D. 16 GREEN BAY 3:15 
D. 23 CINCINNATI 1:00 D, 23 at Baltimore 1:00 D. 23 at Green Bay 12:00 D.23 at Minnesota 3:15 D. 23 DETROIT 1:00 D, 22 atOakiand 6:00 
D. 29 at Tampa Bay 9:00 D. 30 PITTSBURGH 1:00 D. 30 at Tennessee 12:00 D. 30 KANSAS CITY 1:00 D. 30 at Cincinnati 1:00 D. 30 CLEVELAND 12:00 

BRONCOS CHIEFS RAIDERS CHARGERS SEAHAWKS 

S. 10 N.Y. GIANTS 7:00 $.9 OAKLAND 12:00 S.9 atKansasCity 12:00 S.9 WASHINGTON 1:15 S.9 at Cleveland 1:00 

S. 16 at Indianapolis 12:00  S. 16 at Seattle 1:15 S$. 16N.Y. JETS 1:15 S$. 16 OPEN DATE S.16 KANSAS CITY 1:15 

S. 23 at Arizona 5:30 S.23N.Y.GIANTS 12:00 _ S. 23 at Miami 1:00 = S. 23 at Dallas 12:00 S. 23 PHILADELPHIA 1:15 

S. 30 BALTIMORE 2:15 S, 30 at Washington 1:00  S. 30 SEATTLE 4:15 S. 30 CINCINNATI 1:15 = S. 30 at Oakland 1:15 

0.7 KANSAS CITY 2:05 0,7 at Denver 2:05 0.7 OPEN DATE 0.7 atCleveland 12:00 0.7 JACKSONVILLE 1:05 

O. 14 at Seattle 1:15 0.14 PITTSBURGH 12:00 0.14 at Indianapolis 7:30 0.14 at New England 1:00 0.14 DENVER 1:15 

0, 21 at San Diego 1:05 0. 21 at Arizona 2:05 0, 21 DALLAS 1:15 0.21 DENVER 1:05 0. 21 OPEN DATE 

0.28 NEWENGLAND 2:15 0, 28 INDIANAPOLIS 12:00 0, 28 at Philadelphia 4:15 0.28 BUFFALO 4:15 0.28 MIAMI 1:15 

N.5 at Oakland 6:00 N.4 at San Diego 1:15 N.5 DENVER 6:00 N.4 KANSAS CITY 1:15 N.4 atWashington 4:15 

N. 11 SAN DIEGO 2:05 N. 11 at N.Y. Jets 2:05 N. 11 at Seattle 5:30 N.11 at Denver 2:05 N. 11 OAKLAND 5:30 

N. 18 WASHINGTON 2:15 ~ N, 18 OPEN DATE N. 18 SAN DIEGO 1:05 N. 18 at Oakland 1:05 N, 18 at Buffalo 1:00 

N, 22 at Dallas 3:05 NN. 25 SEATTLE 12:00 N. 25 atN.Y.Giants 4:15 N.25 ARIZONA 1:05 N. 25 at Kansas City 12:00 

D.2 at Miami 1:00 N. 29 PHILADELPHIA 7:30 D.2 ARIZONA 1:15 D.2 at Seattle 1:05 0.2 SAN DIEGO 1:05 

D.9 SEATTLE 6:30 0D.9 at Oakland 1:15 0.9 KANSAS CITY 1:15 D.9 atPhiladelphia 1:00 0.9 at Denver 6:30 

D, 16 at Kansas City 12;00 D. 16 DENVER 12:00 _—D. 15 at San Diego 1:00 D.15 OAKLAND 1:00 0D, 16 DALLAS 1313 

D. 23 OPEN DATE D. 23 SAN DIEGO 12:00 0D. 22 TENNESSEE 6:00 D.23atKansas City 12:00 0D. 23atN.Y. Giants 1:00 

D. 30 OAKLAND 2:15 0D. 30 atJacksonville 1:00 OD. 30 at Denver 2:15 D.30 SEATTLE 1:15 D.30at San Diego 1:15 
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IN MINUTES, pee cn 
YO J GAN HAVE f GRI LL Now you dont need a new car or a riding mower to send the guy 


next door into a fit of jealousy. With just a little bit of time and 


yO UR N [ IGH BOR Wi [ [ F Rust-Oleum High Heat Paint, you can have a grill that looks like 


you just took it out of the box. It’s easy. It’s affordable. And it even 


EN y f F() R VE ARS, comes in a variety of colors, including green—like your neighbor. 


arpa 


©2001 Rust-Oleum Corporation www.custoleum.com 


NFC 


EAST 


CARDINALS 

S.9 OPEN DATE 

S. 16 at Washington 1:00 
S. 23 DENVER 5:30 
S, 30 ATLANTA 1:05 
0.7 atPhiladelphia 1:00 
O. 14 at Chicago 12:00 
0, 21 KANSAS CITY ~=—:1:00 
O, 28 at Dallas 3:05 
N. 4 PHILADELPHIA 2:05 
N. 14 N.Y. GIANTS 2:15 
N. 18 DETROIT 2:15 
N, 25 at San Diego 1:15 
D.2 at Oakland 1:05 
D.9 WASHINGTON 2:05 
D, 15 at N.Y. Giants 12:30 
D, 23 DALLAS 2:05 
D, 30 at Carolina 1:00 
BEARS 

$.9 at Baltimore 1;00 


S, 16 JACKSONVILLE 3:15 


S, 23 MINNESOTA 12:00 
S. 30 OPEN DATE 

0.7 at Atlanta 1;00 
O, 14 ARIZONA 12:00 
0. 21 at Cincinnati 1;00 


©, 28 SAN FRANCISCO 12:00 


N. 4 CLEVELAND 12:00 
N. 11 GREEN BAY 12:00 
N. 18 at Tampa Bay 1:00 
N. 25 at Minnesota 7:30 
D, 2 DETROIT 12:00 
D.9 atGreen Bay 12:00 
D. 16 TAMPA BAY 12:00 
D. 23 at Washington 1:00 
D, 30 at Detroit 1:00 


WEST 


FALCONS 
S.9 at San Francisco 1:15 


S. 16 at St. Louis 3:05 
S, 23 CAROLINA 1;00 
S. 30 at Arizona 1;05 
0.7 CHICAGO 1:00 
0. 14 SAN FRANCISCO 1:00 
O. 21 at New Orleans 12:00 
0. 28 OPEN DATE 

N.4 NEW ENGLAND 1:00 
N. 11 DALLAS 1:00 
N. 18 at Green Bay 12:00 
N. 25 at Carolina 1:00 
D. 2. ST. LOUIS 1:00 
D.9 NEWORLEANS 1:00 
D. 16 at Indianapolis 1:00 
D. 23 BUFFALO 1:00 
D, 30 at Miami 1:00 
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COWBOYS 

S.9 TAMPA BAY 12:00 
S. 16 at Detroit 1:00 
S, 23 SAN DIEGO 12;00 
S, 30 at Philadelphia 8:30 
0.7 OPEN DATE 

0. 15 WASHINGTON ~~ 8:00 
O. 21 at Oakland 1:15 
0. 28 ARIZONA 3:05 
N.4 atN.Y. Giants 1:00 
N. 11 at Atlanta 1:00 


N. 18 PHILADELPHIA 12:00 


N, 22 DENVER 3:05 
D.2 atWashington 4:15 
D,9 N.Y. GIANTS 12:00 
D, 16 at Seattle 1:15 
D. 23 at Arizona 2:05 


D. 30 SAN FRANCISCO 12:00 


LIONS 
S.9 atGreen Bay 12:00 


S. 16 DALLAS 1:00 
S. 23 at Cleveland 1:00 
S. 30 OPEN DATE 

0,8 ST, LOUIS 9:00 
0. 14 at Minnesota 12:00 
QO. 21 TENNESSEE 1:00 
Q. 28 CINCINNATI 1:00 


N. 4 at San Francisco 1:05 


N. 11 TAMPA BAY 1:00 
N. 18 at Arizona 2:15 
N. 22 GREEN BAY 12:30 
D, 2 at Chicago 12:00 
D.9 at Tampa Bay 1:00 
D. 16 MINNESOTA 1:00 
D, 23 at Pittsburgh 1:00 
D. 30 CHICAGO 1:00 
PANTHERS 

S.9 atMinnesota 12:00 


S.16 NEW ENGLAND 1:00 
S. 23 at Atlanta 1;00 
S, 30 GREEN BAY 1:00 
0.7 at San Francisco 5:30 
0. 14 NEW ORLEANS 1:00 
QO. 21 at Washington 1:00 
0, 28 N.Y. JETS 1:00 
N.4 at Miami 1:00 
N. 11 at St. Louis 12:00 
N. 18 SAN FRANCISCO. 1:00 
N. 25 ATLANTA 1:00 
D. 2 at New Orleans 12:00 
0.9 at Buffalo 1:00 
D. 16 OPEN DATE 

D. 23 ST. LOUIS 1:00 
D. 30 ARIZONA 1:00 


GIANTS 


S. 10 at Denver 7:00 
S. 16 GREEN BAY 1:00 
S. 23 at Kansas City 12:00 
S. 30 NEW ORLEANS = 1;00 
0.7 WASHINGTON = 1:00 
0. 14 at St. Louls 12:00 
O, 22 PHILADELPHIA 9:00 
0. 28 at Washington 8:30 
N.4 DALLAS 1:00 
N. 11 at Arizona 2:15 
N. 19 at Minnesota 8:00 
N. 25 OAKLAND 4:15 
D.2 OPEN DATE 

D.9 at Dallas 12:00 
D, 15 ARIZONA 12:30 
D. 23 SEATTLE 1:00 
D. 30 at Philadelphia 4:05 
PACKERS 

S.9 DETROIT 12:00 
S. 16 at N.Y. Giants 1:00 
S. 24 WASHINGTON 8:00 
S. 30 at Carolina 1:00 
0.7 atTampa Bay 4:15 
0. 14 BALTIMORE 12:00 
O. 21 at Minnesota 3:15 
0. 28 OPEN DATE 

N.4 TAMPA BAY 12:00 
N. 11 at Chicago 12:00 
N. 18 ATLANTA 12:00 
N. 22 at Detroit 12:30 
0.3 atJacksonville 9:00 
D.9 CHICAGO 12:00 
D. 16 at Tennessee 3:15 
0. 23 CLEVELAND 12:00 
D. 30 MINNESOTA 12:00 
SAINTS 

S.9 at Buffalo 1:00 
S. 16 SAN FRANCISCO 12:00 
S, 23 OPEN DATE 

S. 30 at N.Y. Giants 1:00 
0.7 MINNESOTA 12:00 
0, 14 at Carolina 1;00 
O. 21 ATLANTA 12:00 
O. 28 at St. Louis 12:00 
N.4 N.Y. JETS 7:30 
N. 11 at San Francisco 1:15 
N. 1B INDIANAPOLIS 12:00 
N. 25 at New England 4:05 
D. 2 CAROLINA 12:00 
D.9 at Atlanta 1:00 
D. 17 ST, LOUIS 8:00 
D. 23 at Tampa Bay 1:00 
D. 30 WASHINGTON = 7:30 


ATHLON” SpPoRTS™ 


EAGLES 

S.9 ST. LOUIS 4:15 
S. 16 at Tampa Bay 1:00 
S. 23 at Seattle 1:15 
S. 30 DALLAS 8:30 
0.7 ARIZONA 1:00 
O. 14 OPEN DATE 

0. 22 at N.Y. Giants 9:00 
0. 28 OAKLAND 4:15 
N. 4. at Arizona 2:05 
N. 11 MINNESOTA 4:15 
N. 18 at Dallas 12:00 
N. 25 WASHINGTON =: 1:00 
N. 29 at Kansas City 7:30 
D.9 SAN DIEGO 1;00 
D. 16 at Washington 1:00 


D. 22 at San Francisco 1:00 


D. 30 N.Y.GIANTS 4:05 
VIKINGS 

$.9 CAROLINA 12:00 
S. 17 at Baltimore 9:00 
$. 23 at Chicago 12:00 
S. 30 TAMPA BAY 12:00 
0.7 at New Orleans 12;00 
0. 14 DETROIT 12:00 
0. 21 GREEN BAY 3:15 
0. 28 at Tampa Bay 1:00 
N. 4 OPEN DATE 

N. 11 at Philadelphia 4:15 
N. 19 N.Y. GIANTS 8:00 
N. 25 CHICAGO 7:30 
D, 2. at Pittsburgh 1:00 
D.9 TENNESSEE 1:00 
D. 16 at Detroit 1:00 
D. 23 JACKSONVILLE § 3:15 
D. 30 atGreen Bay 12:00 
49ERS 

S.9 ATLANTA 1:15 
S. 16 at New Orleans 12:00 
S. 23 ST. LOUIS 1:15 
0.1 at N.Y. Jets 9:00 
0.7 CAROLINA 5:30 
O. 14 at Atlanta 1:00 
0. 21 OPEN DATE 

0. 28 at Chicago 12:00 
N. 4 DETROIT 1:05 
N. 11 NEWORLEANS 1:15 
N. 18 at Carolina 1:00 
N. 25 at Indianapolis 1:00 
D.2 BUFFALO 5:30 
D.9 at St. Louis 12:00 
D. 16 MIAMI 1:05 
D, 22 PHILADELPHIA 1:00 
D. 30 at Dallas 12:00 


Pro 


All Times Local p.m, 


REDSKINS 

S.9 at San Diego 1:15 
S. 16 ARIZONA 1:00 
S. 24 at Green Bay 8:00 
S, 30 KANSAS CITY 1:00 
0.7 atN.Y. Giants 1:00 
0. 15 at Dallas 8:00 
QO, 21 CAROLINA 1:00 
0. 28 N.Y. GIANTS 8:30 
N.4 SEATTLE 4:15 
N. 11 OPEN DATE 

N. 18 at Denver 2:15 
N. 25 at Philadelphia 1:00 
D.2 DALLAS 4:15 
D.9 at Arizona 2:05 
D, 16 PHILADELPHIA =—.11:00 
D. 23 CHICAGO 1:00 


D. 30 at New Orleans 7:30 


BUCCANEERS 
S.9 at Dallas 
S.16 PHILADELPHIA 1:00 
$. 23 OPEN DATE 


S, 30 at Minnesota 12:00 
0.7 GREEN BAY 4:15 
0.14 at Tennessee 12:00 
0, 21 PITTSBURGH 1:00 
OQ. 28 MINNESOTA 1:00 
N.4 atGreen Bay 12:00 
N, 11 at Detroit 1:00 
N. 18 CHICAGO 1:00 
N. 26 at St. Louis 8:00 
D. 2 at Cincinnatt 1:00 
D.9 DETROIT 1:00 
D. 16 at Chicago 12:00 
D. 23 NEW ORLEANS 1:00 
D. 29 BALTIMORE 9:00 
RAMS 

S.9 at Philadelphia 4:15 
S. 16 ATLANTA 3:05 
S. 23 at San Francisco 1:15 
S. 30 MIAMI 12:00 
0.8 at Detroit 9:00 
0. 14 N.Y. GIANTS 12:00 
O. 21 at N.Y. Jets 1:00 
0. 28 NEW ORLEANS 12:00 
N. 4 OPEN DATE 

N, 11 CAROLINA 12:00 
N. 18 at New England 8:30 
N. 26 TAMPA BAY 8:00 
D.2 at Atlanta 1;00 
D.9 SAN FRANCISCO 12:00 
D. 17 at New Orleans 8:00 
D. 23 at Carolina 1:00 
D. 30 INDIANAPOLIS 12:00 
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Get ahold of our lightweight is 
1.75-liter bottle. All the smooth, 
mellow taste in a “gripping” | 
shape. At around two pounds 
lighter than a glass bottle, lifting 


your spirits has never been so easy. 


Please enjoy Canadian Mist responsibly. www.canadianmist.com 


Imported and Bottled by Brown-Forman Beverages Worldwide, Canadian Whisky, A Blend, 40% Alc. by Volume, Louisville, KY ©2001 
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couple of days after the 2000 season 

ended, Arizona coach Dave McGin- 

BA nis vowed to fix the problems that 

led to the Cardinals 3-13 record. The prob- 
lem is figuring out where to start. 

Do you begin by addressing a defensive 
line that couldn't stop the run? Or do you 
look at an offensive line that couldn't open 
holes? Or a quarterback coming off two 
consecutive poor seasons? 

It's a daunting situation for McGinnis, who was given a 
long-term contract after taking over on an interim basis when 
Vince Tobin was fired at mid-season. 

McGinnis will be the fifth different Cardinals coach to start 
a season since the team moved west in 1988. The Cardinals 
have had one winning season and one playoff berth in that 
period, so the problems obviously extend beyond coaching, 

McGinnis, though, has been given the authority to make 
changes. He doesn't hold the general manager's title, but he has 
that kind of power. But with salary cap constraints and a stodgy 
owner in Bill Bidwill, success won't come quickly or easily for 
the Cardinals. 

“The people who come to the stadium are going to need to 
buy a program to find out what's going on,” says McGinnis, 
who went 1-8 as the interim coach. “This thing is going to get 
fixed,” 


Jake Plummer appeared to be a burgeoning superstar when 
he led the Cardinals to the playoffs in 1998. But in the last two 
seasons, he had more than twice as many interceptions (45) as 
touchdown passes (22), 

A hefty contract and McGinnis’ faith in Plummer prevented 
the Cardinals from trying to upgrade the position this year. 
That wont be the case should Plummer turn in another poor 
season, 


McGinnis doesn't think he will, and Plummer did show 


2001 Draft 

Leonard Davis OL 
Kyle Vanden Bosch DE 
Michael Stone cB 
Adrian Wilson Ss 

Bill Gramatica K 

Marcus Bell DT 
Mario Fatafehi DT 
Bobby Newcombe WR 
Renaldo Hill CB 
Tevita Ofahengaue TE 


Texas 
Nebraska 
Memphis 

NC State 
South Florida 
Memphis 
Kansas State 
Nebraska 
Michigan St. 
BYU 
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Impact 

Upgrading the offensive line was a focus in 
the off-season. Kendall was the most sig- 
nificant free agent acquisition and he'll play 
left guard. Either Davis or LJ. Shelton will 
play right guard. The other will be at left 
tackle, Defensively, the Cardinals were one 
of the NFL's worst last year, and it’s hard to 
see how they'll be much better this year. 
Williams’ departure hurts the secondary, 


Williams 


ATHLON® 


some improvement in 2000, He didn't bury 
the Cardinals early with his mistakes; 14 of 
Plummer’s 21 interceptions came after the 
Cardinals were behind by at least two touch- 
downs. 

McGinnis was intent on getting Plummer 
some help so he hired Geep Chryst as quar- 
terbacks coach. Chryst held the same position 
for the club in 1998, when Plummer had his 
best season. And the offensive line has been upgraded. 

Dave Brown is a decent short-term backup, but he's not a 
threat to replace Plummer as starter. Chris Greisen, entering his 
third season, is a promising player but has little experience. 


SMSERESED ER, NCR mh 


The Cardinals drafted Thomas Jones seventh overall in 
2000, and ‘Tobin handed him the starting job over Michael 
Pittman after training camp even though Jones had done noth- 
ing to earn it, Pittman was obviously the better player and soon 
replaced Jones. 

Disappointed by his rookie season, Jones was a regular at off- 
season workouts, and he's intent on proving he isn’t a bust. 

Pittman is the clear starter. He and Jones give the club a solid 
rotation at running back, provided the line can give them room 
to run, New offensive coordinator Rich Olson believes in a 
power running game, and both Pittman and Jones are effective 
receivers. 


It's not an overstatement to say the 2000 season was lost 
when Rob Moore went down with a torn knee ligament ina 
preseason game at Minnesota. Moore is back, and thanks to a 
rigorous off-season workout program, he thinks he's stronger 
than ever. 

Perhaps the one bright spot from 2000 was the emergence 
of David Boston as an impact receiver, With Moore out, 
Boston became the team’s sole big-play threat, scoring seven 
touchdowns, including three over 40 yards, 

With Moore and Boston, the Cardinals should be able 
to stretch defenses, Frank Sanders is coming off a sub-par 
season in which he dropped too many passes. MarTay 
Jenkins has Olympic speed but needs to work on the fun- 
damentals, 

The club isn't ready to give up on tight end Terry Hardy, 
but his performance has yet to match his potential. 


cm 
ray 


McGinnis’ first priority in the off-season was upgrading 
the interior of the line. Last year's starting guards, Matt 
Joyce and Lester Holmes, were cut. Pete Kendall, the 
team’ top free agent acquisition, takes over on the left side 
and should improve a running attack that averaged 80 
yards a game last year. More good news: the arrival of 
tackle Leonard Davis from Texas, the team's first-round 
draft pick, who should find a starting spot. 

Chris Dishman, who played center most of last season, 
was penciled in as the starter at right guard before Davis 
was drafted and could find himself on the bench, 

LJ. Shelton and Anthony Clement, young and talented 
players, recurn at the tackles. 

The key to the line's improvement will be the health of 
center Mike Gruttadauria, who suffered knee problems 
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Jake Plummer, 


Rob Moore 


and a herniated cervical disc last year. He's 
confident he can return from surgery that 
fused two vertebrae. If he cant play, the Car- 
dinals need to find a center, or Dishman will 
move from guard. 


defensive linemen 

Just three years ago, the Cardinals thought 
they had the best front four in franchise his- 
tory and one of the best in football. But 
injuries have limited end Andre Wadsworth 
the last two years, and tackle Mark Smith 
and end Simeon Rice, who didn't play well 
last year, exited via free agency. 

Now, the Cardinals are struggling just to 
find four guys to start. 

They were 30th in the league against the 
run last year, yielding an average of 163 yards 
per game. 

The biggest problems were at the two 
tackle positions, where injuries forced inexpe- 
rienced players into the lineup. Rashod 
Swinger could be the answer at one spot, if he 
returns from a knee injury that caused him to 
miss part of 1999 and all of 2000. Russell 
Davis is listed as the starter. 

At the other tackle, Mao Tosi, a rookie last 
year, played just two years in college and his 
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inexperience showed. But he has tal- 
ent. Brad Ottis should also figure in 
the mix, along with some mid-round 


draft picks. 
linebackers 


There is no better player on the 
team than outside linebacker Rob 
Fredrickson, who's as underrated as 
anyone in the NFL. The search will 
continue for someone to play oppo- 
site him. Zack Walz has shown the 
ability but he's been injured the last 
two seasons. Raynoch Thompson, a 
rookie last year, is athletic, but at 
about 220 pounds, he has trouble tak- 
ing on blockers. 

Middle linebacker Ronald McKin- 
non is a solid player, but he needs 
some big bodies in front of him to 
keep blockers off. Johnny Rutledge 
has been moved from outside to the 
middle to back up McKinnon. 


defensive backs 
This group took a major hit with 
the departure of cornerstone Aeneas 
Williams, who is now in St. Louis. 
* — Had he returned, the 
i secondary would have 
2 been solid. Williams is 
33 but played well last 


Aan b 2 otal 
2000 Revisited 
The Prophecy: “To most people, last 
year marked a return to form for the Car- 
dinals. If any season was a fluke, many 
feel it was 1998, when the team won a 
Pott game for the first time since 

1947.” 


The Lie: “I think we can get back to 
where we were in 1998.” — Former Car- 
dinal coach Vince Tobin 

— Athlon Sports Pro Football 2000 


specialists 

Jenkins emerged as one of the league's best 
kickoff returners, but he had plenty of prac- 
tice, thanks to the team’s porous defense. 
Jenkins returned more kickoffs (82) than any 
other player in NFL history, hardly a stat to 
be proud of, though he did finish second in 
the NFC in average (26.7). 

Punter Scott Player continued his remark- 
able improvement and made his first Pro 
Bowl. 

The Cardinals will take a look at replacing 
kicker Cary Blanchard, who started fast in 
2000 but faded. He's accurate, but his lack of 
range is a liability. Blanchard made |2-of-14 
from inside 40 yards, but just 4-of-9 from 
beyond. 


_ BackinThe Day | 


year, intercepting five passes 
and returning a fumble 104 
yards for a touchdown, 

The Cardinals will sorely 
miss his ability to shut down 
the best receivers. Veteran 
Corey Chavous is the best bet 
to replace Williams, although 
his speed is limited and second- 
round draft pick Michael Stone 
might get a look. 

The other corner, Tom 
Knight, has improved but still 
doesn't make a lot of plays. 
Strong safety Pat Tillman 
emerged as a solid player last 
year, leading the team in tackles 
with 157. 

But that number is also 
indicative of the Cardinals’ 
problems defensively. Tillman 
often was brought up near the 
line to defend against the run, 
and the Cardinals wouldn't 
mind seeing his tackle total 
drop this year. 

Free safety Kwamie Lassiter is 
a steady player, although he 
didn't make as many plays last 
season as he had in the past. 


Roger Wehrli 

Wehrii was one of the p> 

most unheralded corner- , ga 

backs in NFL history. He ’ 

played for the Cardinals — hip 
|e se 6S of 


from 1969-82 and still 
lives in the St. Louis 
area, 

Wehrli played on 
some of the franchise's 
best teams in the sec- 
ond half of the century. 
While coach Don 

Coryell’s offenses were XS 

racking up points and 

receiving the lion's share of the publicity, Wehrli was shut- 
ting down opposing receivers and helping the Cardinals to 
consecutive division titles in 1974-75. 

Currently, Wehrli is a vice president of The Form Store, a 
business forms manufacturing company in the St. Louis 
area. He has two children and three grandchildren. 
Career: 40 interceptions, including three in one game 
against Dallas in 1975. 


Pro Bowls: 7 (19-72, 1975-78, 1980) 


Known for; Deceptive coverage skills and his leadership of 


the Cardinals defense. 

Best season: 1975 

Shining moment: intercepting three passes against Dallas 
in 1975. 

Darkest hour: Helping the Cardinals win NFC East titles in 
1974-75, yet losing in the divisional playoffs both years. 


Today's market value: $4 million per year. 
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Punts/Average 65/44,2 §9/41.1 
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Fumbles /Ball Lost 32/20 17/10 


i) - restricted tree agents as of May 1 
Touchdowns 24 52 
Rushing 6 29 


OFFENSE DEFENSE 
Passing 16 i9 


89 David Boston Andre Wadsworth Misc 2 4 

70 LJ. Shelton Russell Davis SCORING BY PERIODS Qi Q2 Q3 4 OT PTS 
Pete Kendall Mao Tosi Cardinals 30 48 57 75 0 210 
Mike Gruttadauria Brad Ottis Opponent 114130 95 104 0 443 
Leonard Davis Zack Walz Turnovers: Takeaways Giveaways 
Anthony Clement Ronald McKinnon Int. Fum, Total int. Fum. Total Diff. 


cent of the time. (u) - unrestricted free agents as of May 1 


ineup 


aro Terry Hardy Rob Fredrickson Ariens 10 10 20 24 20 44 -24 
uc Rob Moore Corey Chavous 

& ow Jake Plummer Tom Knight RED ZONE 

% = Michael Pittman Pat Tillman Att. Pts. 1D, FG. TDS 
= Joel Makovicka Kwamie Lassiter Offense 44-133 14 13 318 
2 ss Cary Blanchard Scott Player 

an Defense 66 322 39 417 594 


Personnel changes mace after May 1 may not be reflected. 
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Dallas sabe 


2000: 


Additions 


here is a seven-letter word in Dallas 

that is as offensive to the Cowboys as 

any four-letter word imaginable. It is 
R-E-B-U-I-L-D, and people around Valley 
Ranch are expressly forbidden to utter this 
dreaded word. 

The Cowboys are 23-27 over the past 
three seasons (including nvo slat losses) 
and last won a postseason game in 1996, 
burt refuse ro admit that they are rebuilding, 
point to a reconstruction project. 

Another link to past greatness has bid farewell, as quarter- 
back Troy Aikman was released March 7 after the Cowboys 
declined to pay him a $7 million bonus that would have 
extended his contract until 2007. Dallas also parted ways with 
defensive tackle Chad Hennings, offensive right tackle Erik 
Williams and most of the ties to its glorious past, 

Still, the Cowboys will not concede 2001. “I think we've got 
I really do,” Cowboys coach Dave 
“If we're healthy, our offense has talent. Again, 
there is a difference between optimism and realism. I’m not 
coming in here and saying we're going to the Super Bowl. If we 
stay he: althy, we're going to be a competitive team.” 


quarterbacks 


For the first time since 1988, the Cowboys enter a season 
with someone other than Aikman as their starter. Aikman, 34, 
missed five games last season and parts of three others with 
head and back injuries, He ranked last in the NFC with a 64,3 
quarterback rating. 


Signs, though, 


a good football team. 
Campo says. 


The Cowboys now belong to Tony Banks, who was signed 
to a one-year, $500,000 deal with no signing bonus and no 
incentives. Cowboys coaches liked Banks’ arm strength, mobil- 
ity and rugged on- field persona, but Banks, 28, now is with his 
third team in six NEL seasons. 

“[ just can't predict when he's going to hit the plateau of 
quality performance at the quarterback position,” says Kansas 


5-11 2002 Draft 


2 Quincy Carter 
Tony Dixon 
Willie Blade 


Georgia 
Alabama 
Miss. State 


QB Tony Banks 
WR Carl Pickens 


Losses 
QB Troy Aikman 


Markus Steele 
Matt Lehr 
Daleroy Stewart 
C. Weatherington 


usc 

Virginia Tech 
Southern Miss 
Cent. Mo. St. 


QB Randall Cunningham 
Jorge Diaz 

OL Dale Hellestrae 

DT Chad Hennings 

DT Leon Lett 

WR James McKnight 

CB Ryan McNeil 

DE Alonzo Spellman 

T Erik Williams 

LB Barron Wortham 


2001 Prediction 
5th NFC East 


G 


John Nix DT 
Char-ron Dorsey T 


Southern Miss 
Florida State 


Impact 

The Cowboys had a lot of holes and not 
much money to fill them in free agency. 
Dallas did end up with nine draft picks 
who will be given every chance to make 
the team as backups, if not starters. 
Banks is the Cowboys’ quarterback of 
the present and Carter, they hope, is 
the QB of the future. Dallas had Carter 
rated as the second-best quarterback in 
the draft behind Michael Vick. 
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City coach Dick Vermeil, who coached Banks 
in St. Louis. “He's going to hit it. 1 just don't 
know how long it’s going to take.” 

The Cowboys also welcome in Quincy 
Carter, another mobile quarterback who Dal- 
las had pegged as the second-best quarterback 
in the draft, behind only No. 1 pick Michael 
Vick. 


running backs 


Emmitt Smith, entering his 12th season, is the one constant 
in the Dallas offensive attack. Smith has 15,166 career rushing 
yards and needs only 104 yards to pass Barry Sanders for sec- 
ond in NEL history behind Walter Payton. He had 1,203 yards 
last season, earning him a ninth Pro Bowl invitation, which he 
declined, 

The Cowboys overpaid in re-signing Robert Thomas, but 
they were intent on protecting Smith with the former line- 
backer-turned-blocking fullback. Dallas, though, doesn’t have 
much depth behind either Smith or Thomas. The Cowboys’ 
running game would not be in good hands if they had to rely 
on either Troy Hambrick or Michael Wiley, who had a com- 
bined 30 carries for 116 yards last season as rookies. Surpris- 
ingly, the Cowboys failed to add another running back via the 
draft or free agency. 


receivers 


Joey Galloway and Raghib Ismail are the biggest reasons for 
the Cowboys’ optimism. Dallas gave up two first-round draft 
choices and $42 million over seven years to land Galloway 
before the start of last season, but he tore the ACL in his left 
knee with less than three minutes remaining in the season- 
opener against Philadelphia. He finished his season with four 
receptions for 62 yards. 

Ismail, who signed with the Cowboys as an unrestricted free 
agent before the 1999 season, had 25 catches for 350 yards and 
one touchdown before tearing the ACL in his right knee 
against the Eagles nine weeks later. 

The Cowboys have replaced James McKnight, who 
signed with Miami, with Carl Pickens, a 1992 first-round 
pick of the Bengals. Pickens, who inked a one-year, 
$500,000 deal with Dallas, has 540 career catches for 
7,129 yards and 63 touchdowns. 

Tight end Jackie Harris gave the Cowboys a presence 
across the middle last season, but he could be used more 
like the Ravens’ Shannon Sharpe this season if offensive 
coordinator Jack Reilly has his way. 


offensive linemen 

Larry Allen, 29, arguably is the NFUs best offensive 
lineman. Voted All-Pro for six consecutive seasons, Allen 
is the main reason the Cowboys’ line still ranks as one of 
the league's best units. 

Dallas could be even better without Williams. Solomon 
Page, who started at right guard last season, will replace 
Williams at right tackle. Left tackle Flozell Adams, who is 
solid if not spectacular, will protect Banks’ back. 

When center Mark Stepnoski is healthy, few play the 
position better. Stepnoski, who enters his 13th season, 
ended last season on injured reserve with a sprained medial 
collateral ligament in his left knee. 

Al Jackson and Kelvin Garmon, both of whom have the 
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Emmitt Smith 


started only two games last season. 
The Cowboys hope Brandon 
Noble and Michael Myers, who were 
in the starting lineup together the 
last seven games of the season, are 


backups. 


linebackers 


The Cowboys hoped that Dat 
Nguyen was the second coming of 
Zach Thomas. He wasn't. He played 
in nine games, starting five, and 
showed a lack of durability and 
instincts. Dallas sorely missed Randall 
Godfrey, who left for Tennessee via 
free agency. Godfrey's absence 
prompted the Cowboys to abandon 
their policy of not paying linebackers 
market value. They re-signed Dexter 
Coakley to a six-year, $25 million 

| deal during the off-season. 

In 1999, Coakley became the 

, team’ first linebacker to earn Pro 
| Bowl honors since Ken Norton in 
1993, and he followed with a career- 
best 144 tackles last season, Darren 


eo - al Hambrick, who started 
, 5 

» : E every game on the 
= s 

4 ‘ strong-side last season, 

» a . f ; : 

awe ia - I provides the defense 
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Dexter Coakley 


potential to start in the NFL for years to 
come, will fight it out for the starting right 
guard position vacated by Page. 


defensive linemen 

When the Cowboys won three Super 
Bowls in the 1990s, they had a defensive line 
rotation that wore down opponents. Now, 
Dallas barely has a recognizable name among 
its starting four. 

Dimitrius Underwood, a first-round pick 
of the Vikings in '99, played like a Pro Bowler 
late last season after moving to defensive 
tackle on Noy, 12 against Cincinnati. He had 
a team-high 14 quarterback pressures and 
four sacks. However, during the off-season 
Underwood was struggling with his acute 
bipolar disorder and the Cowboys can’t be 
sure he will return next season. 

Right end Greg Ellis was having a Pro 
Bowl season in 1999 until fracturing his left 
tibia and fibula. He still is recovering, 
though he managed 77 tackles and 13 quar- 
terback pressures last season. 

Ebenezer Ekuban, the 20th overall choice 
in 1999, has been a disappointment. Ekuban 
led the team with 6.5 sacks, but he is a lia- 
bility against the run, which is why he 
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defensive backs 

The Cowboys have a lot 
invested in cornerbacks. Unfor- 
tunately, the money is tied up in 
Deion Sanders, Kevin Smith 
and Ryan McNeil, none of 


Back In The Day 


Bob Hayes 


It has been 26 years 
since Bob Hayes retired, 
but he remains a mystical 
name in the NFL. Hayes, 
58, ran the 100 meters in 


become the 


2000 Revisited 


The Prophecy: “The Cowboys are hear- 
ing footsteps. They belong to Father 
Time.” 
The Lie: “With the addition of speedy 
receiver Joey Galloway and a return to 
their old offense, the Cowboys are hoping 
for one more run for old times’ sake. They 
still have Aikman. They still have Smith. 
They still have hope.” 

— Athlon Sports Pro Football 2000 


he fractured his right forearm in a Nov. 19 
game against Baltimore. 


sos 
specialists 

Kicking coach Steve Hoffman continues to 
turn no-name kickers into household names. 
Tim Seder, a high school coach, was the team’s 
eighth kicker since 1989, He made 25-of-33 
field goals, including the first seven attempts of 
the season. Micah Knorr was the team’s fifth 
punter since 1984 and was as steady as any. He 
also served as the kickoff specialist. 

Wane McGarity is a dangerous punt 
returner, and Jason Tucker has piled up 1,172 
kickoff return yards in two seasons. 


“World's | 


whom are on the roster any- 
more. Instead, Dallas has aging 
veteran Phillippi Sparks and 
unproven Kareem Larrimore. 

Sparks came out of retire- 
ment last Aug. 28 and struggled 
until mid-season. Larrimore 
was burned early and often in 
his rookie season. At least Larri- 
more, the team’s fourth-round 
pick last season, managed to 
break into the defensive back- 
field rotation, which is more 
than can be said for Dwayne 
Goodrich, a second-round 
choice last season, 

Free safety George Teague 
and strong safety Darren 
Woodson are aging veterans 
whose best days are behind 
them. Teague saw his season 
end with a fractured right foot 
on Nov. 5 against Philadelphia, 
and Woodson was done when 
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Fastest Human.” A year 

later, his speed revolu- | 

tionized the NFL. All that 

glitters is not gold, how- | 

ever, Hayes’ life has 

included uncertain business ventures, broken marriages, a 

10-month stretch in prison on a drug conviction that he insists 

was a setup and a battle against alcohol addiction. Most 

recently, Hayes has been in a Jacksonville, Fla., hospital with 

heart, liver and kidney ailments that followed prostate surgery. 
Hayes’ hospital stay has renewed efforts for his induction 

into the Texas Stadium Ring of Honor and the Pro Football 

Hall of Fame. 

Career: 371 Catches, 7,414 Yds., 20.0 Avg., 71 TDs. 

Pro Bowls: 3 (1966, 1967, 1968) 

Known For: Was a major reason the zone defense was 

invented. 

Best Season: 1966 

Shining Moment: Two gold medals at the 1964 Olympic 

Games in Tokyo, including the 100 meters. 

Darkest Hour: Served 10 months in the Texas Department 

of Corrections after being convicted in March of 1979 of two 

concurrent five-year terms for dealing cocaine. He also 

received probation for dealing Quaaludes. (The two cocaine 

counts since have been overturned.) 

Today's Market Value: $3.4 million 


Sports” Pro FooTrBatt 2001 


Roster 2000 Team Stats 


andes me oe Senge (NFL Record: 5-11) RESULTS 
@ Coor or: lack Reilly : 
Defensive Coordinator: Mike Zimmer 14-41 t Philadephia 62,872 
31-32 iL at Arizona 58,303 
NO” NAME POS HT WI EXP COLLEGE § 97-91 Ww at Washington 84,431 
sda excn bes SSE benicar ee San Francisco 64,127 
73 Alen, G 63° 38 7 ras St t 
xa! eke lens) kee | 1S18r Ww) atCrone 73,310 
58 Bowden, be iB Si" 235 9 OMahoma J 14-19 L at New York Giants 78,189 
55 Brazzoll, Chris WR 62" 193 2 Angelo St. 48-7 W Arizona 62,981 
52 Coakley, Dexter {8 5°10" 228 4 Appalachan St x 
27 Edwards. Ais 08 60" 191 1 Fovda St 17-23 L Jacksonville 63,554 
96 Ehubon, Ebenezer =«OE:SCO'S* 2852s Nort Carina 19-16 OL at Philadelphia 65,636 
98 Ells, Greg DE G6 286 3 NethCarcina 23-6 W Cincinnati 62,170 
97 Bente. Aaron De SAS ae) S TrySt F 0-27 L at Baltimore 69,416 
80. Fontenot, Chris TE 64" 250 2 McNeaseSt F455, Mi 63.678 
86 Fricke, Ben Cc 60 25 2 Houston L nnesota , 
84 Galloway, Joey WR Sil" 168 6 Ohio St. 7-27 OL at Tampa Bay 65,621 
= eatsle ft i ait i : : Bayer # 32-13 W Washington 63,467 
. Dwayne lennessee 
3 56 Grant; Orontes iB 60" 225 4 Georgia 13-17 OL New York Giants 61,311 
Raghib Ismail 54 Hambrkk,Deren = LB «6'2” 227-3 South Carolina at Tennessee 68,498 
35 Hambrick, Troy(R) RB G61" 235 «| Savannah St 
88 Horns, Jacke Te 64° 250 11 ULMonroe LEADERS 
Outside the Huddle 38 Hawthome,Ouane 08 S110" 175 2 Nortnem Minos ts CITA 
16 Hodge, Damen WR G4" 192 1  Ashanast. | Passing: Troy Aikman, 262:1561,632-14, 7 TOs 
81 Ismail, Raghib WR 511° 190 8  NoteDame ff Rushing: Emmitt Smith, 294 att., 1,203 yds., 9 TDs 
Can't stop the run In their first 40 years, the | 72 san. te Saxe test rramiper, | Receiving: James Mcknight, 97 rec., 1.451 yds., 13 TDs 
Cowboys allowed only two 200-yard rushers in | 3 kas: pean » 67 i 1 ak 
regular season action, In 2000, Dallas allowed | 6 Liew, Dad Te 67° 272 4 isu 
an NFL-record three 200-yard rushers. Tampa Gace Kareem me oe _ i W. Lice) AM 
‘ : , Mike 6° 27 2 fzons. 
eb Mable ere cal ae ote) cola 83 McGarty, Were wR 58° 197 2 Texas § Punt Ret.: Wane McGarity, 30 re 
Hace phia S Duce Staley an an iSCOS 29 Myers, Gre {U) pa 686i" 22 5 Colorado St 
Charlie Garner each had 201 yards. 9S Myers, Michast(R) «-«OT:S 2" «288 3 Alabama 
59° Nguyen, Det iB Siti" 231 «2 Texas ASM 
Not so hip Cowboys coach Dave Campo will |= jh tthe rare 
undergo hip replacement surgery at the end Of | 62 Pago, croig C 63° 303 1 Georgia Tech 
the 2001 season. He has no cartilage remain- | 77 Page, Solomon G 64 321 2 West Vegino 
ing in his left hip as a result of an old football | _ Peer. pe WR ae 5p 9 wee DALLAS . 
injury. Campo requires cortisone shots and = en rti oe hints epee < cage. | Total First Downs 276 309 
takes anti-inflammatories, but it still gives him | 6 seoriett, Noa! Dr 63" 320 4 tavusion Rushing 116 137 
sat : Y Passi 128 145 
pain much of the time. Asked whether his hip 6 Seder, Tim K S99 1—0 1 Ashland Sense = os 
hurt worse than the $23.4 million the Cowboys | 2° Si oe suit 15 9 © -Memase | 3rd Down: Madea 70/195 84/208 
: * pe . . ul .- as 1 zo a 5 ie 
have tied up in dead money,” Campo said, | 53 Stews nak © 67 265 12 Patsburgh 3rd Down Pet. 35.9 40.4 
laughing, “The dead money hurts more, | can | 5 stoemer, Cint QB 62° 210 1 Askansas 4th Down: Made/Att 10/18 8/18 
tell you that. If it didn't, | would have been get- [31 oe re ae - ; Senigy 4th Down Pct. 55.6 44.4 
x : . 44 * v1" 252 Henderson. i a ry 
Ung the hip done this hese l 50 Yobet Benn 8B" Ht Georga Seoatengel Sad Apes olen 
Road woes Dallas, which was 2-6 onthe road [57 Tucker, Jeson WR Gi" 182 2 Tou " ne ? 2798 3934 
last season, is 7-18 away from home the past * Urdderwood, Denvtrius os os a : yee.cta he ea ar re 5 
: i 45 Wholen, dimes 62? 22 entuchy - . . 
three seasons, including the postseason. It 92 White, Chris O€ 683° 285 1 Southem §f Net Yards Rushing 1,953 2,637 
has won only one non-division road game — @ | 32 Wiley, Michse! Ra Sait iso 4 Ohio St | Avg. Per Game 122.1 164.8 
16-13 overtime victory against Carolina on 99 Wikns, Geg 1 6s XS 1 Largsin Avg. Per Attempt 42 49 
Oct. 1 — since a 37-7 victory at Pittsburgh to | Wears.Osse() 06 6M 25 & Bie Gee T Total Rushes 463 537 
open the 1997 season. Se NA Sup being Uh tar ee frzona SH Net Yards Passing 2,523 2,692 
ae 4 OG ON eee, aes ete Bag: Per Gane 157.7 168.3 
lose shave Of Dallas’ 11 losses, five were by | 93 Zeline: Peppt oe 6 Valley St. Net Avg. Per Att. 37 59 


a touchdown or less, including two in overtime. 
Still going strong Emmitt Smith rushed for 
more than 1,000 yards for the 10th consecutive 
season, Barry Sanders Is the only other NFL 
back to have accomplished that feat. 


Sacked/Yards Lost 35/248 26/190 
Gross Yards 2,771 2,882 
Att./Completions 445/255 458/277 
Completion Pct. $7.3 60.5 
Had Intercepted 21 16 
Punts/Average 68/41.9 70/40.5 
Penalties /Yards 108/963 108/999 
Fumbles/Ball Lost 31/18 23/9 
Touchdowns 31 41 


OFFENSE DEFENSE 
Rushing 15 17 


Raghib Ismail Greg Ellis Passing 14 20 
Flozell Adams Brandon Noble Misc 2 4 
Larry Allen Dimitrius Underwood SCORING BY PERIODS } Qi Q2 Q3 Q4 OT PTS 
Mark Stepnoski Ebenezer Ekuban Cowboys 51 92 73 75 3 294 
Al Jackson Darren Hambrick Opponent 61101 84 106 9 361 
Solomon Page Dat Nguyen Tumovers: Takeaways Giveaways 


(U) ~ urwestricted free agents as of May 1 
(R) — restricted free agents as of May 1 


ineup 


os David LaFleur Dexter Coakley Int. Fum. Total Int. Fum. Total Diff. 
is = Joey Galloway Kareem Larrimore Dallas 169 25 24 18 39 44 
& bo Tony Banks Phillipp! Sparks 

os Emmitt Smith Darren Woodson RED ZONE 

> = Robert Thomas George Teague Att. Pts. = TD. Fa. TDS 
= e Tim Seder Micah Knorr Offense 47 207 23 15 48,9 


Defense 53. 251 28 19 528 


Personne! changes made after May 1 may not be roflected. 
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New York Gia 


hey started out as a team expected to 

reside in the middle of the pack, with 

a coach on the hot seat, a franchise 
seemingly stuck in mediocrity. The Giants 
ended up as the scourge of the NFC, shock- 
ing their fans and perhaps even themselves 
as they surged to Super Bowl XXXV before 
losing to the Ravens 34-7. 

The sting of that decisive setback could 
not wipe away the good vibes generated by a remarkable break- 
through season experienced by the Giants. They responded to 
head coach Jim Fassel’s late-season guarantee of a playoff berth 
in rousing fashion. They won their final five regular season 
games to finish at 12-4 and then capitalized on their No. | 
seed in the NFC by dominating the Eagles and embarrassing 
the Vikings in the playoffs. 

Along the way, the Giants found a quarterback in Kerry 
Collins and believe they solidified their future by granting Fas- 
sel a new four-year contract. 

Looking ahead to 2001, with a more demanding first-place 
schedule, heightened expectations and division rivals that have 
improved themselves, the Giants have an even greater challenge 
before them. 

“People are going to say how tough it's going to be to get 
back here,” Fassel says. “I'm not sure how much tougher it's 
going to be than people saying ‘You can't do it this year, But 
we got there, We didn’t win it, which leaves a big void. Peo- 
ple say it’s too tough to get back. Well, we did it one time 
when nobody said we could do it, so there's no reason we 
can't. 


quarterbacks 


The search for a capable replacement for Phil Simms, who 
was forced into retirement following the 1993 season, took the 
Giants through Dave Brown, Danny Kanell and Kent Gra- 
ham, but they at long last believe they have gor it right. Collins, 
despite his dreadful four-interception Super Bowl perfor- 


2000: 12-4 2001 Draft 


Additions 
DE Kenny Holmes 
P Rodney Williams 


Losses 


QB Mike Cherry 

K Brad Daluiso 
DE Cedric Jones 

P Brad Maynard 
TE Pete Mitchell 
DT Christian Peter 
LB Ryan Phillips 
DT George Williams 


2001 Prediction 
2nd NFC East 


1 Will Allen 

3 William Peterson 
4 Cedric Scott 

4 Jesse Palmer 

5 John Markham 

5 Jonathan Carter 
7 Ross Kolodziej 


CB Syracuse 

CB W. Illinois 

DE Southern Miss 
QB Florida 

K Vanderbilt 
WR Troy State 
DT Wisconsin 


Impact 

As a team coming off a Super Bowl 
appearance, the Giants did not have 
wholesale changes to make. An already 
strong defense gained a new starting DE 
in Kenny Holmes and perhaps added a 
starting CB in rookie Will Allen. In the 
draft, the Giants believe they fortified their 
secondary and also selected a quarter- 
back, Jesse Palmer, who will eventually 
serve as backup to Kerry Collins. John 
Markham could beat out Jaret Holmes for 
the placekicker job. 
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mance, appears to be the real thing. He gave 
the Giants a play-making presence in the 
pocket, tossing 27 touchdown passes (includ- 
ing the playoffs) while showing remarkable 
durability. 

No one has ever questioned Collins’ arm 
strength, and he made huge strides in wiping 
away the bitter experiences he endured in 
Carolina and New Orleans. 

“My mental state is fine,” Collins says. “I've recovered from 
anything that has come out of that. My confidence isn't shaken. 
I'll come back this year, in fact, the opposite way, encouraged 
by the way things went this past year,” 


running backs 


By the time the season was winding down and the Giants 
were making their playoff surge, the once-heralded Thunder 
and Lightning backfield of Ron Dayne and Tiki Barber had 
been reduced to a one-man show, 

Dayne, the former Heisman Trophy winner, had 770 yards 
as a rookie but slumped so badly down the stretch and in the 
playoffs that he did not get a single rushing attempt in the 
Super Bowl. That left too heavy a burden on the versatile 
Barber, who ran for a career-high 1,006 yards and caught a 
career-high 70 passes. 

For the Giants to take another step forward on offense, 
Dayne will have to discard some of the patient running style 
that worked so spectacularly for him at Wisconsin. Despite his 
253-pound body, Dayne was not a power runner as a rookie 
and the Giants need him to gain the tough yards. 

At fullback, the Giants were pleased with the progress of 
Greg Comella. 


P 
receivers 

Once considered an underachiever on the verge of getting 
cut, Amani Toomer is now a rock-solid contributor and the 
leader of a productive and largely unsung stable of pass-catch- 
ers. Toomer is a tall, physical target on the cusp of Pro 
Bowl consideration. 

As a perfect complement, Ike Hilliard does not have 
blazing speed but he is the best the Giants have at running 
after the catch. Hilliard is also not afraid to put his body 
in harm's way and never shies from making the difficult 
catch over the middle. 

Potentially, the Giants could have one of their deepest 
and most talented receiver corps in years. Towering Joc 
Jurevicius contributed two strong starts filling in for 
Hilliard and might be ready to develop into more of a 
threat. The Giants are intrigued and excited about Ron 
Dixon, a rail-thin speedster who had problems as a rookie 
with lateness and accountability, but also showed an enor- 
mous upside. 


offensive linemen 


No other position on the team made the remarkable 
strides that this revamped unit did. The line was 
scrapped and rebuilt and the results were more impres- 
sive than the Giants ever imagined. Left tackle Lomas 
Brown, center Dusty Zeigler and left guard Glenn Parker 
were all free agent additions who moved into the starting 
lineup and provided excellence on the field and leader- 


ship off it. 
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» Michael Strahan 


Tiki Barber 


The Giants feel especially good about the 
right side of their line, where guard Ron 
Stone earned his first Pro Bowl selection and 
tackle Luke Petitgout made dramatic 
improvement from his first-year struggles at 
guard. With Brown turning 38 and Parker 


35, there is concern about depth. 


defensive linemen 


There is a sentiment in the organization 
that this might be the best front four in the 
league. The addition of defensive end Kenny 
Holmes, who had a solid season rushing the 
passer for the Titans, via free agency makes 
this rugged line even more formidable. 
Holmes replaces Cedric Jones and figures to 
get to the quarterback more often than Jones 
did. 

The holdovers are all coming off sensa- 
tional seasons, After two sub-par years, 
Michael Strahan once again played at such a 
high level that he’s considered one of the best 
all-around defensive ends in the game. 

Inside, veteran Keith Hamilton, who is 
coming off the best season of his nine-year 
career, provides the toughness, and rookie 
Cornelius Griffin provided a dose of youthful 
athleticism. 
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linebackers 


Fassel relies on to keep 
room in order. 


e about. Led by corner- 
= back Jason Sehorn and 
> Shaun Williams, an 

£ emerging star at free 
safety, the Giants were 
able to limit big plays 
in the passing game. 

Sehorn was re-signed and 
awarded a $10 million signing 
bonus, an indication of how 
valued a tall, athletic cover cor- 
ner can be. Ravaged by injuries 
for two years, Sehorn nearly 
made it all the way back and is 
expected to be the centerpiece 
of the secondary for the next 
few years. At the other corner 
spot, the Giants got by with vet- 
eran Dave Thomas and will try 
to do so again, although they 
would appear to have upgraded 
the spot with the drafting of 
Clemson cornerback Will 
Allen, a speedy and gifted cover 
corner, 

Williams, one of the league's 
heavy hitters, is lanked by Sam 
Garnes at strong safety, What 
these two lack in raw coverage 
ability they make up with their 
linebacker-sized frames and 
aggressiveness. At nickel back, 
the unheralded Emmanuel 
McDaniel was a surprise, lead- 
ing the team with six intercep- 
tions. 
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The Giants were the second-best 
team at stopping the run last season, 
allowing a mere 72 yards per game. 
Look no further than former college 
teammates Jessie Armstead and 
Micheal Barrow for the reason why. 
Armstead was named to his fourth 
consecutive Pro Bowl and once again 
topped the 100-tackle plateau. He is 
the emotional team leader, a player 


Brandon Short, a second-year 
player out of Penn State, is expected 
to slide into the strong-side linebacker 
position vacated by Ryan Phillips, 
who signed with Oakland in late 
April. Phillips started 15 regular sea- 
son games in 2000, but did not factor 
into the Giants’ long-term plans. 


defensive backs 


There was great concern about 
this area heading into last season, but 
the results were nothing to worry 


Back In The Day 


2000 Revisited 


The Prophecy: “The franchise believes it 
finally has a quarterback with star power in 
Kerry Collins, who took over as the starter 
for the final six games last season.” 
The Lie: “Armstead, Strahan toiling in 
vain.” 

— Athlon Sports Pro Football 2000 


specialists 

Gone are kicker Brad Daluiso and punter 
Brad Maynard, who handled all of the kick- 
ing duties for the last three years. 

Surprisingly, the Giants used their fifth- 
round draft pick on John Markham, an 
unheralded kicker out of Vanderbilt. 
Markham will battle free agent Jaret Holmes 
for placekicking duties in preseason camp. 

Maynard was a third-round draft pick in 
1997 who did not live up to expectations 
(40.6 yard average in 2000). 

Rodney Williams, a former All-ACC 
punter at Georgia Tech, was signed to replace 
Maynard. Williams has punted in NFL 
Europe, but has no NFL experience. The 
Giants are confident he can give them at least 
what Maynard did, and at a far cheaper price. 


the locker 


Mark Bavaro 


No player, not even } 
Hall of Fame linebacker 
Lawrence Taylor, symbol 
ized what the Giants 
were all about during 
their glory days, which 
included two Super Bowl 
victories, more than 
Mark Bavaro. 

At one time consid 
ered the best tight end in 
the game, Bavaro 
emerged as one of the 
Giants’ most popular 
players, mainly for his tough-guy persona that eamed him the 
nickname Rambo. 

Bavaro starred for the Giants from 1985-90, helping lead 
them to Super Bowl championships in 1986 and 1990. He 
then played for the Browns in 1992 and closed out his career 
with the Eagles from 1993-94. He currently lives in Massa- 
chusetts with his wife and two children and coaches youth 
football. 

Career: 126 games, 351 receptions, 4,733 yards, 39 TDs 
Pro Bowls: 2 (1987, '88) 

Known For: His hard-driving style and genufiecting in the 
end zone after hauling in a TD pass. 

Shining Moment: Surrounded by more than a half-dozen 
49ers, Bavaro made a catch and carried multiple defenders 
about 20 yards in a 21-17 Monday Night Football victory in 
San Francisco. The play continues to surface on highlight 
reels. 

Darkest Hour: Biew out a knee in 1989 after a hit by the 
Chargers’ Vencie Glenn. 

Today's Market Value: $4 million per year 
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_ What is The NATURAL Way?’ It’s 
using Natural Instincts For Men to 
restore your natural color while 
protecting and conditioning your 
hair with a unique fortifying 
complex including vitamin E, 
proteins, and aloe. The result 
is hair that is fit, healthy and 
totally natural-looking. Natural 
Instincts for Men blends away 

all the gray in only 10 minutes 

and lasts up to 6 weeks. 
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Roster 2000 Team Stats 


Head Coach: Jim Fassel (NFL Record: 39-28~1) RESULTS 
Offensive Coordinator: Sean Payton 21-16 Ww Arona 77.434 
Coordinator: John F ; 
ren renee somes 33-18 W _ atPhiladelphia 65,530 
NO NAME FOS ieee) COMESES Bisa 7) WW mieatChicesd 66,944 
98 Amstead, Jessie 1B 61" 240 8 Miami L Washington 78,216 
es Barber, ie . ie po ie : pe L at Tennessee 68,341 
44 Bennett, Seen RE 61 230 2  Nevthwestem Wo sates saps 
67 Bobs, Chr's T 65" 305 1 NebrashaOmste W Dallas , 
76 Brown, Lomas T 64° 280 16 Foriga W Philadelphia 78,087 
22 Brown, Ralph DB 5110" 185 1 Nebraska W at Cleveland 72,718 
89 Campbell, Dan Te 65° 260 2 ‘TeasAaM L St. Louis 78,174 
5 Colins, Kerry 6 6S 25 6 Pern St L Detroit 77,897 
34 Cometa Greg RE 61" 248 «3 Stanford Ww AU ATONA 38.909 
87 Cross, Howard TE 65" 270 12 Alabama é 
82 Denis, Thabit WR 6'2" 205 1 Wake Forest Wi eae nestineion nee 
27 Dayne, Ron RB 540" 253 4 Wisconsin W Pittsburgh cs 
86 Dasa, Ron WR 60" 190 4 Lambth Ww at Dallas 61,314 
69 Enger. Derek (Uj C 68S" 30 4 Wisconsin Ww Jacksonville 
Jason Sehorn 20 Games, Sem DB 63° 235 4 Cincinnati 
17 Garrett, Jason QB 62" 200 8 Princeton , 4 
ro) t " d th Hi d dl 90 Golden, Jack LB GA" 240 1 — OdahomaSe Philadelphia 
utside tne hu 97 Giffn,Comekss OT 63" 300 1 Adana | 41-0 W Minnesota 79,310 
53 Hale, Ryan DT 64° 300 2 Arkansas 
Mara talk Players and coaches were not the | 75 tHamiton, Keith Ob Sei ae. 9 Prasburgh Battimore 74,924 
only members of the Giants organization to revel % david i 4 ms se! ee i ae 
in the underdog, no-one-believes-in-us role that ea hows pcre: ea pent LEADERS 
the team used to its great advantage. Following | cs pres onan iB Bi 240 4 Mectigan 9 Passing: Kerry Collins, 529-311-3,610-13, 22 TDs 
the Giants incredible 41-O thrashing of the | 24 jreveus.Joo(R) WR 6's" 230 3 Penn St, | Rushing: Tiki Barber, 213 att., 1,006 ys., 8 TDs 
Vikings in the NFC Championship Game, co- | 59 Lewis, Kevin iB 61" 230 4 Duke ff Recelving: Amani Toomer, 78 rec., 1,094 yds,, 7 TDs 
owner Wellington Mara took the microphone at | 26 McDaniel. Emmanuel (R) DB 599" 180 5 East Carolina If Kicking: Brad Daluiso, 17/23 FGs, 34/34 XPs 
Giants Stadium and took shots at those who | 33  Mootsomety, Joo RB 510" 202 Ohio St. I Punting: Brad Maynard, 79 punts, 40.6 avg. 
called the Giants “the worst team to ever getto | 5! Mors Pete (U) B62) 20 4 Wisconsio Bt iivoff Ret.: Ron Dixon, 31 ret., 21.2 ave. 
62 Pate G 651 312 11 ‘ 
a Super Bowl.” 62 Parker, Glenn 6 312° 12 Arizona ee cs 3 
19 Parker, Jeremiah DE 65° 250 4 California Punt Ret.: Tiki Barber, 39 ret, 8.5 avg. 
Kerry good The memory Kerry Collins will want | 77 pettgout, Lume T 66° 310 2 NotreDame [| Tackles: Jessie Armstead, 120, 76 solo 
to embrace from the 2000 season is not his | 43 Rasheed, Dawud RB 5107 240 1 Duke ff Sacks: Keith Hamitton, 10.5 
Super Bowl meltdown, but his near-perfect per | 78 Rosenthal, Make G G7 315 2 — NoveDane 9 interceptions: Emmanuel McDaniel, 6 for 30 yds 
formance in the NFC title game. Collins ravaged | St Serem. Jason OB 62 25) 7 use pan YOux — 
the Vikings, completing 28-0f-39 passes for 381 | 5? Sm Brandon ne sh) Gee wee Ara taet Don: Si re 
ards and five touchdowns, all team records. The | 2° SwPrens.Remje 08 59" 00 I seeds . 
y ¥ 4 > dhe) 65 Stone, Ron G 65° 320 § Boston College Rushing 100 62 
five TD passes tied an NFL championship game | 23 swutmie,Ome(U) 08 S41" 198 4 Fresno St Passing 195 181 
record, set in 1943 by Chicago's Sid Luckman. 92 Strahan, Michael DE 65° 275 8 ‘Texas Southem Penalty Hi ; 15 aa 
Striking it rich At the start of the season, Jim | 54 Stekend.vemon = LB «B'S 250-1 Georgia Tech ca ue aM nase Bie fees Ce 
: f ssi 41 Thomas, Dave DB 63" 218 8 Tennessee CO: DOWN ECs ; ; 
Fassel had one year remaining on the original 4th Down: Made/Att 7/15 2/18 
5 : 81 Toomer, Amani WR 63° 208 5 Michigan th + Made/ / /- 
contract he signed in 1997 and he knew the as Weis 5 Cals RS ea" 28S 4 ici 4th Down Pet. 46.7 424 
deal; Win or get fired. He won, big, and cashed oat ; 5 Possession Avg. 31:39 28:21 
: ° 29 «Washington, Danon «RB S11" 193. 1 Colorado St. Total Net Yards 5.376 4,546 
in, big. Following the Super Bowl run, Fassel | 37 West, ive DB 60° 215 2 SsndoseSt rae perectoan 380 obAt 
signed a new four-year contract worth $10.8 mi | 66 white, Jason G 64° 305 2 SWMissouiSt Ave. Per Play 54 46 
lion. 96 Wikerns, George (R} OT 6 a 295: 3 NC State I Net Yards Rushing 2,009 1,156 
Pass happy Known primarily as a running |. "=" =. ig a oe i Georgatech Avg. Per Game 125.6 72.3 
team, the Giants are starting to emerge as a mS wists C nae ee : acess ee bs et = 
team capable of moving the ball with their pass- | 74 Zeman, chs T 1 Net Yards Passing 3,367 3,390 
ing attack. Five of the franchise's top eight sin- Avg. Per Game 210.4 211.9 
gle-season reception totals have come in the | (U}~ unrestricted free agents as of May 1 Net Avg. Per Att. 6.4 5.8 
last two seasons, including the top two, by | [)~ @stted free agents as of May 2 Sacked/Yards Lost 28/243 44/279 
Amani Toomer (79 catches in 1999, 78 catches Gross Yards 3,610 3,669 
in 2000) , Att./Completions §29/311 585/327 
I : Completion Pct. 58.8 55.9 
Had Intercepted 13 20 
OFFENSE DEFENSE ebay o airy eg ||| E3 
Penalties/Yards 91/839 80/728 
Amani Toomer Michael Strahan Fumbles/Ball Lost 25/14 CU 


Touchdowns 
Lomas Brown Cornelius Griffin 


Glenn Parker Keith Hamilton 
Dusty Zeigler Kenny Holmes 
Ron Stone Brandon Short BOO RINGEY, PERNODS ee 02 203 ie Panola Ts 
Luke Petitgout Micheal Barrow rena ee ee ne eh fae 
Howard Cross Jessie Armstead Turmovers: Takeaways Giveaways 
ike Hilliard Dave Thomas Int. Fum. Total Int. Fum. Total Diff. 


lineup 


ted 


ao Kerry Collins Jason Sehorn NewYork 20 41 31 13 11 24 47 
oS s Tiki Barber Sam Garnes 
mi Greg Comella Shaun Williams RED ZONE 
= 4 John Markham Rodney Williams Att Pts. TD. FG. TD% 
awn Offense 46 218 25 15 54.3 


Personnel changes mada after May 2 may not be reflected 
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Defense 45 179 22 
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WE DON’T PREDICT THE FUTURE. 
WE CREATE IT. 


Introdu ci ng the future of data storage media storage media. You don't have to wait for the future 
now being created by Maxell. Our latest technological for cutting-edge data storage products. For the broadest 
breakthroughs include S-DLT, DDS-4, LTO and DVD-RAM II. selection of data media available, visit our website at 
With native capacities exceeding 100 GB on a single maxell-data.com and see what Maxell is creating today! 


cartridge, Maxell provides unprecedented capacity plus the 
performance, reliability and value that you have come to 
expect over the past 20 years from the leader in data mM oXeP 


MEDIA MATTERS 


Philadelphia Eagles 


ndy Reid was right. Tom Modrak 

was right. The Eagles coach and 

director of team operations insisted 
two years ago that Donovan McNabb was 
what the Eagles needed to take them to the 
next level. 

But on draft day 1999, Eagles fans 
instead booed McNabb’s selection with the 
second overall pick. Local sports radio called 
the pair buffoons for passing on Texas running back Ricky 
Williams, the Heisman Trophy recipient. Even the town's 
mayor joined the campaign to draft Williams over McNabb. 

Last season, Reid and Modrak were vindicated. Big time. 

In just his second season, McNabb threw for 21 touch- 
downs, rushed for six more, and led the Birds to an 11-5 
record and a playoff victory over Tampa Bay. He finished sec- 
ond to Marshall Faulk in league MVP voting. 

Still, many fans found McNabb’s best trait was his willing- 
ness to forgive. “I never took all that booing and Ricky 
Williams stuff personally,” he says. “I knew that if I got an 
opportunity that the fans would appreciate what Donovan 
McNabb can do. I love it here in Philadelphia.” 


quarterbacks 


McNabb took the city by storm a year ago with his running, 
passing and leadership. His teammates loved him, too, which 
helped unify a team that was undone two years ago mostly by 
the ineffectiveness of quarterback Doug Pederson. 

Forget the stats. McNabb’s 58 percent completion rate, 
3,365 passing yards and 21 touchdowns were topped by other 
QBs a year ago. But, arguably, no quarterback had a more pos- 
itive impact on his team in 2000. McNabb’s penchant for big 
third down plays and his ability to run for first downs make 
him perhaps the league's most dangerous weapon. 

“For some reason, we've been fortunate to contain him,” says 
All-Pro DE Michael Strahan of the Giants. “But when we 
watched him on tape playing other teams, our jaws just 


2000: 11-5 2002 Draft 


Additions 
DL N.D. Kalu 
WR James Thrash 


Losses 


LB James Darling 
WR Charles Johnson 
DE Mike Mamula 
WR Torrance Small 
RB Chris Warren 


2001 Prediction 
ist NFC East 


1 Freddie Mitchell WR 
2 Quinton Caver LB 
3 Derrick Burgess DE 
4 Correll Buckhalter RB 
5 Tony Stewart TE 
5 A.J. Feeley QB 


UCLA 
Arkansas 
Ole Miss 
Nebraska 
Penn State 
Oregon 


Impact 

The Birds tackle a much more difficult 
schedule in 2000 than they did in 1999. 
However, with one of the league’s best 
defenses and cornerstone QB Donovan 
McNabb, they will still challenge for the 
division title. Andy Reid cut both of last 
year’s starting wide receivers, allowing 
four young wide receivers.a chance to 
develop alongside McNabb. He needs 
to be right on that decision for the team 
to make a serious playoff run. Duce 
Staley’s return to good health is the 
other major question mark. 
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dropped. He has as much talent as anyone 
playing that position. You can't let him have 
too much time or start running in the open.” 

Veteran Koy Detmer, who has been with 
the organization since 1997, returns as 
McNabb’s backup. Detmer's only passing 
attempt in 2000 was intercepted. 


running backs 

The Eagles are hopeful that Duce Staley will return from Lis- 
franc, a bizarre foot injury that sidelined him for almost two 
thirds of the 2000 season, Reid loves Staley’s versatility — he is 
a reliable receiver out of the backfield in addition to being the 
team’s only real running threat other than McNabb — and 
hopes he'll display the form that made him a 1,000-yard rusher 
in 1998 and 1999, 

Darnell Autry stepped into the lineup when Staley went 
down and ran for 334 yards, but averaged just three yards a 
carry and did not have a run longer than 15 yards. The Eagles 
did win all seven of Autry’s starts and went 4-0 when he scored 
a touchdown. Autry, who is signed through the 2001 season, 
missed the two postseason games with a sprained ankle. 

Cecil Martin impressed as a lead blocker and as a receiver 
coming out of the backfield. The former Wisconsin Badger 
caught 31 passes for 219 yards. 


receivers 


McNabb’s numbers surely will soar if he has better people to 
work with at the skill positions. The Eagles will be young and 
inexperienced in the receiving slots this year after releasing vet- 
erans Torrance Small and Charles Johnson. James Thrash was 
signed from Washington to stretch the defense. But he is still 
not the No. | receiver that they're looking for at this point. 

Second-year man Todd Pinkston will be thrust into the start- 
ing lineup now that veterans Small and Johnson are gone. 
Pinkston showed signs last season that he'd be able to perform 
as a starter when his time came. If Pinkston can get off the line 
of scrimmage cleanly, he has the speed to get open down 
the field. 

The Eagles stuck to their guns and selected the best 
player available on their draft board with the 25th overall 
pick in this years draft; luckily for them it was a talented 
wide receiver by the name of Freddie Mitchell. The Eagles 
can't afford to have Mitchell sitting on the bench all sea- 
son like Pinkston did last year, Mitchell will be counted on 
to make an immediate impact on the Birds’ passing attack 
this season, 

The Birds were pleasantly surprised when tight end 
Chad Lewis became a pro bowler after catching 69 passes 
a year ago. Amazingly, he had been cut from the team 
three years ago. 


offensive linemen 


It was evident on the first drive from scrimmage last sea- 
son that the signing of Jon Runyan may have been the 
most significant free agent pick-up in team history, Run- 
yan blew away Dallas defenders on three straight running 
plays that allowed Duce Staley to amass 66 of his 201 yards 
rushing that afternoon. 

Until Runyan's signing, no NFL team had a worse track 
record throwing out patchwork lines in the last two 
decades than the Eagles. Thus, Runyan’s inspired play — 
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Duce Staley 


although he did show some weakness against 
fast pass rushers — coupled with the improv- 
ing Tra Thomas at left tackle, gives the Eagles 
perhaps the best pair of tackles at one time in 
team history. 

Guard Jermane Mayberry and center 
Bubba Miller are serviceable players that 
Philadelphia could easily replace, while 
injury-prone John Welbourn and Doug 
Brzezinski both proved to be dependable run 
blockers last year. 


defensive linemen 


Let's face it. When Jerome Brown died in 
1992 and Reggie White, Seth Joyner and Eric 
Allen left the team in the mid-1990s, no one 
thought the Eagles defense would return to 
prominence this soon, It has. 

Philadelphia hammered and scared teams 
last season, thanks in part to three Pro 
Bowlers and depth at every position. Up 
front, Hugh Douglas’ tenacious attitude 
helped him total 15 sacks and earn the 
respect of players around the league. Brandon 
Whiting and Hollis Thomas helped the 
Eagles hold opponents to under 100 yards 
rushing six times. 

Left tackle Corey Simon sacked Troy Aik- 
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man on his first play from scrimmage 
and had arguably more impact than 
any rookie defensive player in the 
NEL. 

Paul Grasmanis had an unexpected 
impact as an extra bull rusher and 
developed into a fan favorite. Greg 
Jefferson's return from a knee injury 
that forced him to miss the entire 
2000 season coupled with the free- 
agent signing of N.D. Kalu gives the 
Eagles excellent depth at defensive 
end, 


linebackers 

The Eagles tendered an offer to the 
restricted free agent Jeremiah Trotter 
in the off-season that will keep in 
Philly for this season at least. The 
third-year player blossomed into a 
force in 2000, earning Pro Bowl sta- 
tus after making 171 tackles, though 


2000 Revisited 


The Prophecy: “Finally, the Birds have 
done something right! lon) Runyan and 
left tackle Tra Thomas will form one of the 
better one-two punches in football.” 
The Lie: “(Third-round draft pick Bobbie) 
Williams could start this year.” 

—Athion Sports Pro Football 2000 


of NFL teams, but excels in Philadelphia as 
the Eagles’ nickel back. 


special teams 

Brian Mitchell, even at age 34, was every- 
thing the Eagles hoped he'd be as the primary 
return man, He had touchdowns returning 
punts and kickoffs. 

Sean Landeta has lost some of his hang 
time but is still one of the league's better 
boomers. 

David Akers was a godsend, nailing 29-of- 
33 field-goal attempts a year ago and was an 
alternate to the Pro Bowl. 


Carlos Emmons has 
the speed to cover run- 
ning backs coming out 
of the backfield and 
because of it no one is 
longing for William 
2 Thomas or Seth Joyner 
to come back any time 
soon, Barry Gardner 
beat out James Darling, who 
signed with the New York Jets 
in the off-season, for the final 
outside line spot by having bet- 
ter open-field tackling instincts. 
Reid has proven that no job is 
safe, so don't count out rookie 
Quinton Caver from entering 
the mix with Gardner and Ike 
Reese at weak-side linebacker 
this season. 


defensive backs 

Reid believes the Eagles have 
the best secondary in football. 
That may be true. However, 
Bobby Taylor appeared to have 
an off year at right corner. 

All-Pro Troy Vincent didn’t. 
He erupted with five intercep- 
tions and six pass break-ups. 
Despite missing three games, 
Brian Dawkins played at an All- 
Pro level at free safety. 

Reid couldn't keep the 
speedy Damon Moore from 
taking over Tim Hauck's safety 
spot. 

Extra corner Al Harris prob- 
ably would start for 80 percent 
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it seemed more like 300. 


Back In The Day 
Harold Carmichael 


He may have been 
the most popular player 
in team history, but time & 
didn't allow Harold 
Carmichael to retire as 
an Eagle. Instead, he 
spent his last season in 
1984 with the hated 
Dallas Cowboys and 
caught one pass. 
Eagles fans had no rea- 
son to worry. It was just 
a temporary stop for the 
greatest receiver in team history. Carmichael has spent 
the last several years as the team’s director of player rela- 
tions, helping players in matters of finance, continuing edu- 
cation and family assistance. 

“| love it,” says Carmichael, now 51. “Many players need 
to learn for themselves how to do things and make the tran- 
sition from college to being your own person.” 

Carmichael was best known for his amazing streak of con- 
secutive games with a catch (106) that has since been bro- 
ken by Art Monk. Carmichael was the Eagle's seventh round 
pick in 1974 and ranks sixth alltime in receptions (590) in 
NFL history. He is the Eagles leader in catches, yards (8,978) 
and touchdowns (79). A native of Jacksonville, Fla., 
Carmichael resides in Glassboro, N.J., with his wife Beatrice 
and their son, Lee. 

Career: 590 catches, 8,978 yards, and 79 touchdowns. 
Pro Bowls: 4 (1974, 1979, 1980, 1981) 

Known for: Being 6-foot Sinches tall 

Best season: 1979 

Shining moment: Scoring a touchdown on fourth and one 
to seal a Monday Night victory at Dallas during the 1980 sea- 
son. 

Darkest hour: Being offsides negating an Eagles touch- 
down in the 1981 Super Bowl versus Oakland. 


Today's market value: $3,500,000 a year 
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Head Coach: Andy Reid (NFL Record: 17-17) 
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Washington Redskins 


Losses 


RB Larry Centers 
WR Albert Connell 
QB Brad Johnson 

G_ Tre Johnson 

DE N.D. Kalu 

LB Derek Smith 

DT Dana Stubblefield 
WR James Thrash 


2001 Prediction 
3rd NFC East 


2000: 8-8 


Additions 

OL Ethan Albright 
P Bryan Barker 
K_ Brett Conway 
DB Donovan Greer 
WR Kevin Lockett 
TE Walter Rasby 


ashington Redskins owner 

Daniel Snyder broke the bank 

before the 2000 season trying to 
buy enough quality free agents to make a 
serious run at the Super Bowl. Instead, his 
team went belly-up, finishing with an 8-8 
record and in total disarray after the late-sea- 
son firing of head coach Norv Turner. 

This year, Snyder spent his money far 
more wisely, signing former Cleveland and Kansas City coach 
Marty Schottenheimer to a four-year, $10 million contract to 
essentially run a franchise Snyder came perilously close to run- 
ning into the ground last year. 

“I will have authority on all aspects of the football opera- 
tion,” Schottenheimer said when he arrived. 

All those high profile Snyder signings from a year ago — 
including Deion Sanders, Bruce Smith and Jeff George — 
meant the Redskins had virtually no room under the salary cap 
for the 2001 season. There were no big splashy signings, but 
plenty of subtractions of big-name talent. 

Quarterback Brad Johnson, guard Tre Johnson and defen- 
sive tackle Dana Stubblefield are no longer around, and 
Schottenheimer doesn't have all that much to patch holes 
with in their absence. He's hoping several backups who have 
shown promise in recent years can step up and fill several 
major voids. 


quarterbacks 


Brad Johnson could have been the Redskins’ starter if only 
Snyder had re-signed him to a new deal before the start of the 
2000 season. Instead, there were acrimonious negotiations, and 
Johnson left via free agency for Tampa Bay. 

He'll be replaced by the well-traveled Jeff George, who 
signed a long-term deal last year and spent most of the season 
as Johnson's back-up. 

There's no question George has one of the strongest arms in 
the NFL, but he’s had a reputation as both a coach-killer and 


2001 Draft 
1 Rod Gardner 
2 Fred Smoot CB 
4 Sage Rosenfels QB 
5 Darnerien McCants WR 
6 Mario Monds DT 


WR Clemson 
Miss. State 
lowa State 
Delaware St. 


Cincinnati 


Impact 

After owner Daniel Snyder’s spending 
spree of a year ago, including a $100 
million payroll, the Redskins paid the 
price in the off-season. They've lost 
several key starters, including DT Dana 
Stubblefield, MLB Derek Smith, G Tre 
Johnson, WR Albert Connell QB Brad 
Johnson, and not much has come in to 
replace them. The first pick in the draft, 
Clemson wide receiver Rod Gardner, 
likely will be starting immediately, and 
second pick Fred Smoot (45th overall) 
will also get plenty of action as a nickel 
back. 
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a consistent loser who has often seemed more 
concerned about his individual numbers than 
his team's success. 

Schottenheimer has said George will be the 
starter when the season begins, but that’s no 
guarantee he'll stay No. 1. 


running backs 


Stephen Davis is in the fold with a long- 
term contract and once again will be expected to carry the bulk 
of the offense on his powerful back and legs. Davis gained 
1,318 yards last year and scored 11 touchdowns to become 
only the fifth back in Redskins history to record back-to-back 
1,000-yard rushing seasons. 

Davis also caught 33 passes last season and showed his 
coaches he could also play in some pain, wearing a cast on his 
fractured right forearm for the last month of the season. 

The departure of running back Larry Centers is a blow to 
the Skins’ third-down options and comes after a year in which 
he broke the club record for catches by a running back. 

Veteran Adrian Murrell will return as a back-up running 
back. A three-time 1,000-yard rusher, he had only 20 carries 
for the Redskins last season. 


receivers 


The Redskins were decimated at the position in the free 
agency market, losing No. 2 and 3 receivers Albert Connell 
(New Orleans) and James Thrash (Philadelphia), before sign- 
ing former Kansas City receiver Kevin Lockett, who could 
challenge for a starting job. First-round draft pick Rod Gard- 
ner from Clemson fills an immediate need and should slide 
into the starting lineup. 

Washington suffered a major blow early last year when No. 
1 receiver Michael Westbrook suffered a season-ending knee 
injury in the second game against Detroit. 

Doctors say Westbrook has worked diligently in the off-sea- 
son to rehabilitate his knee, but he'll remain one of the major 
questions of the summer, not to mention who will be the 
other starter and No. 3 target for George. 

The quarterback also is likely to aim more often at tight 
end Stephen Alexander, who had a career-high 47 catches 
and was the only Redskin to have at least one reception in 
every game. For his efforts, Alexander was voted to the Pro 
Bowl for the first time. 


offensive linemen 

The Redskins found themselves a starting left tackle 
for the next 10 years when they selected Chris Samuels 
of Alabama in the first round of the 2000 draft. Samuels, 
a strong pass blocker with enough speed to turn the cor- 
ner as a lead blocker, had an outstanding rookie season, 
and is the anchor of a line that was decimated by injuries 
a year ago, 

Pro Bowl guard Tre Johnson, arguably the team’s best 
lineman the last three years, suffered a major knee injury 
in the team’s fifth game and was lost for the season, The 
Redskins decided not to bring Johnson back, allowing him 
to leave via free agency. Filling that void will now be the 
responsibility of second-year man Michael ‘Mookie’ 
Moore, who saw limited action as a reserve as a rookie. 

The Redskins were planning to re-sign veteran Jay 
Leeuwenburg to play right guard, though he’s clearly on 
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Champ Bailey 


the downside of his career. Center Corey 
Raymer suffered a season-ending knee injury 
in training camp, but has made a full recovery 
and should be the starter. Right tackle Jon 
Jansen has been a solid two-year starter, and 
was only one of four offensive players who 
didn’t miss a game last season. 


defensive linemen 


One of the more surprising decisions of the 
off-season was getting rid of Stubblefield, a 
move made more because of concerns about 
his play than his salary cap number. 

Stubblefield’s place will likely be taken by 
Kenard Lang, a first-round pick four years 
ago who has played mostly at defensive end. 
He's a better pass rusher than Stubblefield, 
but may have problems against the run and 
needs to improve his toughness. He'll play 
next to defensive tackle Dan Wilkinson, a 
former first overall draft pick who has never 
lived up to that promise. This year, he may 
have to. 

Defensive end Marco Coleman had a 
career-high 12 sacks and was named to his 
first Pro Bowl. Perennial All-Pro Bruce Smith 
also showed no signs of aging last year, when 
he was a constant presence in the opposing 
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backfield. Depth is a problem here, 
especially with pass rushing specialist 
N.D. Kalu leaving via free agency in 
the off-season. 


linebackers 


The Redskins lost their man in the 
middle, four-year starter Derek 
Smith, to free agency, but re-signed 
seven-year man Kevin Mitchell to 
take his spot at middle linebacker. 
Mitchell is a fierce hitter, but could 
have problems in defending the pass- 
ing game. 

LaVar Arrington, the second over- 
all pick in the 2000 draft, showed 
some flashes of brilliance in his rookie 
year and may be given more freedom 
to roam the field, as he was at Penn 
State. The Redskins also kept 
restricted free agent Shawn Barber, 
another versatile outside linebacker 
who had a fine 2000 season, 


defensive backs 


Yes, Darrell Green, the ageless 
wonder at 41, will return 


,2000 Revisited 


The Prophecy: “Anything less than a 

Super Bow! championship will be unsatis- 
factory to an owner many around the 
league call Boy George.” 
The Lie: “At the moment, the Redskins 
must be considered one of the favorites 
to win the NFL title after an off-season of 
big-time moves all across the board.” 

—Athion Sports Pro Football 2000 


Mark Carrier remains a big hitter at free 
safety and Sam Shade had an solid season at 
strong safety, though he had problems cover- 
ing swift tight ends. Both men may be pressed 
by second year man David Terrell, a fine spe- 
cial teams player a year ago who could chal- 
lenge for a starting safety job. 


specialists 

The Redskins signed punter Bryan Barker 
asa free agent, mostly because Schottenheimer 
liked him from their days together in Kansas 
City. They also added kicker Brett Conway, 
who was injured in training camp last year and 
eventually cut in a season that saw the Red- 
skins go through four different kickers. 


2 for his 19th season, and 
= may just find himself Back In The Day 
% back in the starting “ 
é lineup after spending Bobby Mitchell 
most of 2000 as a nickel Bobby Mitchell, voted 
back. Green, a remarkable freak ‘into the Hall of Fame in 


of nature who still has a great 
zest for the game, was still the 
fastest man on the team last 
year at age 40, 


How much he plays all etal eee, His 
ar emarkable career 

—— = Deion oS began asa iat A 
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year and hardly endeared him- 
self to Washington fans, mostly 


1983, will always hold a 
special place in the 
hearts of many Wash- 
ington Redskins fans as 
the first black player in 
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because he made precious few 
big plays. Sanders is still consid- 
ered one of the top cover cor- 
ners in the game, but is 
spending the summer playing 
baseball in Cincinnati. Fred 
Smoot, a hard-hitting corner 
from Mississippi State, was 
picked early in the second 
round of the draft and should 
make an immediate impact. 
On the other side, Champ 
Bailey emerged as one of the 
best corners in the game in his 
second season, and more of the 
same is expected this year from 
a versatile athlete who also may 
be asked to return punts and 
kickoffs and possibly line up at 


receiver. 


games in the same 

backfield as the great Jim Brown, and was traded to the Red- 
skins in 1962, finally integrating an organization that was the 
league's last to sign a black player. 

Mitchell joined the team’s front office in 1969 and has 
been involved in every aspect of the operation ever since, 
now serving as the team’s assistant general manager. Still 
one of the most popular figures in team history, he’s a 
sought-after public speaker, raises thousands of dollars with 
his annual charity golf tournament and is a valuable resource 
in the locker room, especially for younger players. 

Career: 2,735 yards rushing, 521 catches, 14,708 total 
yards 


Pro Bowls: 4 (1961-64) 
Known for: Great hands, brilliant open field runs after the 
catch 


Best season: 1963 

Shining moment: 218 yards on 11 catches against the 
Pittsburgh Steelers, Nov. 7, 1963 

Darkest hour: Hearing boos from a predominately white 
crowd in first appearance as a Redskin in Washington 
Today's market value: $4 million per year 
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Look for New Meaty Bone 
in these packages now! 
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added two new quarterbacks to his list—Dono- | 62 Westrook Mchael WR 63° 220 6 Corrato Gross Yards 3,892 2,904 
van McNabb of Philadelphia and Shaun King of | ‘7s. Dan sede Lag ed Ones F Att./Completions 60/342 462/254 
Tampa Bay. Cowboys rookie Quincy Carter had Btw flak eer Completion Pet. 61.1 55,0 
better look to the other side of the field if he | /,. ae lat PunuiAGuE 79/80; 0 79/ 129 
‘ ie Pee : S/P e 40, 4a. 
gets a chance against the Redskins. Penalties /Yards 115/1,009 106/790 
Fumbles/Ball Lost 22/12 28/16 
Touchdowns 32 26 
OFFENSE DEFENSE Rushing 14 9 
Passing 18 12 
Rod Gardner 99 Marco Coleman Misc 0 


Walter Rasby 95 Dan Wilkinson SCORING BY PERIODS Qi Q2 Q3 Q4 OF PTS 
60 Chris Samuels Kenard Lang Redskins 65 80 54 79 3 281 
Michael Moore Bruce Smith Opponent 63 91 39 76 0 269 
Corey Raymer Shawn Barber Turnovers: Takeaways Giveaways 
Jay Leeuwenburg Kevin Mitchell Int. Fum. Total Int. Fum. Total Diff. 
Jon Jansen LaVar Arrington ; Washington 17 16 33 21 12 33 O 
Michael Westbrook Champ Bailey 
Stephen Alexander Darrell Green RED ZONE 
Jeff George Sam Shade Att. Pts. TD. 
Stephen Davis Mark Carrier Offense 48 207 23 
Brett Conway Bryan Barker Defensa’ 44> Bo? | 43 


TO 
47.9 
29.5 


FG 
16 
21 


projected [5 
projeeted lineup 


Personnel changes made after May 1 may not be reflected. 
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The Kelso Sturgeon File: 
@ Ina business where your name is only as 
good as your ability to pick winners, 35 
years experience tells you the whole story. 
® Author of Harper & Row’s C 
Guide To Sports Be five other books 


1 le OT sports wagering. 


mp ete 
considered fo be th 
Kelso is recognized in articles published in 
the Wall Street Journal, New York Times, 
Chicago Tribune, Washington Post, & 
Playboy as the nation’s legitimate wice of 
sports handicapping. 

© Former Associated Press Regional Sports 
Editor & football scout in the SEC 
Featured analyst on USA Network TV 
and contributor writer in Sports Form 


@ The only sports handicapper to ever F 


address the United States Congress on 
the subject of sports handicapping. 
Literally, no other handicapper brings 
more to the table than Kelso Sturgeon, in cre- 
dentials or in performance ...just take a look 
at a sampling of what Kelso was able to 
accomplish for his clients last football season. 
Septomber 3 NFL WISEGUY PARLAY OF YEAR 


Atlanta Faicons (-7) 36, 49ers 28 WIN! 


Miami Dolphins ( 3) 23, Seattic Seahawks 0 wint 
September 16 COLLEGE UPSET GAME OF YEAR 
Pittsburgh {+ 3 1/2) 12. Penn State 0 win 
September 23 COLLEGE GAME OF YEAR 
Miami FL (-7 1/2) 47. West Virginia 10 win 
September 30 SEC GAME OF YEAR 
Georgia (-5 1/2) 38. Arkansas 7 wire: 
October 7 FLORIDA GAME OF YEAR 


Miami FL (+6) 27, Florida State 24 Wint 


October 6 NFL GAME OF YEAR 
Detroit Lions (-3) 31, Green Bay Packers 24 WINt 
October 14 BIG EAST GAME OF YEAR 
Boston College (-1) 20. Syracuse 13 win 
October 15 NFL WISEGUY GAME OF YEAR 
New Orieans Saints (-3) 24, Carolina 6 win! 
October 22 THREE-DOG NFL PARLAY 
New England (+8 1/2) 23, Cotts 30 WIN! 
Buffalo Bills (+6) 27, Vikings 30 Wnt 
Kansas City Chiets (+7) 54, St. Louis Rams 34 win: 


October 29 NFL GAME OF YEAR 


New Orleans Saints (-6) 21. Cardinals 10 Wint 


November 4 COLLEGE SHOWDOWN OF YEAR 


Miami FL (-6 1/2) 41, Virginia Tech 2¢ Win! 


November 6 AFC Game Of Year 


Baltimore Ravens (-6 1/2) 27. Bengals 7 WINt 


November 12 SUNDAY NIGHT GAME OF YEAR 


ladianapolis Colts (-5 1/2) 73. Jets 15 weiner 


November 20 NFL TOTAL OF YEAR 
UNDER 56 in St. Louls- Washington wint 
November 25 RIVALRY PARLAY OF YEAR 
Georgia Tech (-1) 27, Georgia 15 WIN! 
Notre Dame (+1) 38. USC 21 win! 
November 26 NFL WISEGUY GAME OF YEAR 


Ballimore Ravens (-17 1/2) 44, Browns 7 Win! 


Oecember 3 


January 6 NFL WISEGUY GAME OF YEAR 


Oakland Raiders (-9) 27, Miami Dolphins 0 Win? 


January 7 NFL BLOWOUT GAME OF YEAR 
Baltimore Ravens (+6) 24, Titans 10 win: 
January 28 SUPER DOWL 
Baltimore Ravens (-3) 34, Giants 7 WIN! 


ANDICAPPING WITH 1 ONLY ONE ' 
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WITH KELSO STURGEON 
o YOU GET NOTHING LESS. 


é<It has been reported that I am the only handicapper to consistently out-perform 
Wall Street over the past 35 years. That pleases me, because both the American 


Stock Market and I are serious when it comes to winners... and the bottom line 


profit. I’m old-school. Not much for marketing. Winning is my business AND it’s a 


24 hour a day job. I’m serious about it, & if you are too 2001 will be a banner year. 
I have 2 special options for you to start the serious business of winning right now!» 


I ) Take a FREE Look at what I can do for you: 
a $150 value that’s yours ABSOLUTELY FREE! 


 You’ll Get 2 Weeks of my PreSeason 


Service FREE, approximately 30 selections, 
O chances to win... a $100 VALUE-FREE 


@ PLUS 5-Week Subscription to 


Kelso Sturgeon's Personal Play Book, 
complete with Best Bets, Power Ratings, 


» 


2) My Full Season Football'Service, 
a true bargain at $679, but act now & 
PAY ONLY $279... SAVE $400! 


Just look at this value: 


Full PreSeason - 4 weeks of top plays 
«a $200 VALUE 
@My Regular Season College & Pro 


Best Bets ... 
@AND my Personal Play Book 
Newsletter... 


a $350 VALUE 


a $129 VALUE 


é¢It’s your choice, join me now & start 
winning now, and win all season long! 9 


Kels0 


F REE SCORES..u sports available everyday, Toll Free 1-877-SCORE-10 


>) 1-800-755-2255 


WWW.KELSOSTURGON.COM 


—E 


Kelso Sturgon Sports 
3)15 East Russell Road, 


Suite 206 


Las Vegas, Nevada S102 
= GS ga a 
WHEN KELSO SAYS HE WILL WIN, YOU CAN BET ON 


Trends, Stats, Systems & More! 
$50 VALUE-FREE 


at, if youldre Paty to go whole-hog... 


“The edges are there 
if you simply know 
where to look! See? 
That's why I can look 
any past or present 
customer in the eye. 


I have made that 


man money. 


I can do the 
same for 
you. 


Pe a Bears 


hicago defensive coordinator Greg 
Blache likens the Bears’ recent his- 
tory to the completion of a jigsaw 
puzzle. The process, however, has turned the 
Chicago lakefront into a football wasteland. 

The Bears have not had a winning season 
since 1995 and have not won more than 10 
games since 1991. Only six Bears players 
started all 16 games last season, and 40 dif- 
ferent players started at least one game. In addition, the Bears 
finished the season with a league-high 15 players on injured 
reserve, including seven opening-game starters. 

Off the field, almost every Chicago move has turned rotten. 
Only two of their first-round draft picks in the last 10 years are 
still with the team. This summer the Bears did more sitting 
than signing, failing to sign a big-name offensive player, and 
player personnel director Mark Hatley left the team, 

But the Bears slowly are finding pieces that fit, especially on 
a defense that features the NFL's 2000 Defensive Rookie of the 
Year, Brian Urlacher. 

“The questions are becoming easier questions to answer,” 
Blache says. “In the past we were trying to shuffle the pieces 
around to make the puzzle and we had to use crayons to color 
in the spaces. | lopefully now we have all the pieces and it’s just 
a matter of putting it together.” 

Every fall, hope springs eternal in Chicago, where fans stoke 
their football fever with memories of the mid-1980s or 
thoughts of the future, 
opened in 2003. 


when a refurbished Soldier Field is 


But again this season, Bears fans likely will have co watch as 
the organization struggles to solve the playoff puzzle. The Bears 
haven't received much help from the scheduling gods; twice in 
the last four seasons, the Bears have played the toughest sched- 
ule in the NFL, including last year w hen they played six play- 
off teams. Chicago opens 2001 on the road against the Super 
Bowl champion Ravens and then plays seven of its final eight 
games against division opponents. 


2000: 5-11 2001 Draft 


Additions 

P Brad Maynard 
DT Keith Traylor 
DT Ted Washington 


Losses 


1 David Terrell WR 
2 Anthony Thomas RB 
3 Mike Gandy G 
4 Karon Riley DE 
5 Bernard Robertson C 
7 John Capel WR 


Michigan 
Michigan 
Notre Dame 
Minnesota 
Tulane 
Florida 


RB Curtis Enis 

DT Jim Flanigan 

WR Eddie Kennison 
OL Todd Perry 

C Casey Wiegmann 


2001 Prediction 
5th NFC Central 


Impact 

The Bears hope this draft provides the 
same offensive help as free agents 
Washington and Traylor provide defen- 
sive help. Terrell and Thomas have 
questionable speed, but both are 
proven scorers and the Bears need 
more points. Gandy and Robertson 
should help fill holes left by the depar- 
tures of Wiegmann and Perry. Riley will 
be expected to bolster the Bears’ pass 
rush. Capel, an Olympic sprinter, could 
be a return man or a receiver. 


ATHLON® 


quarterbacks 


The Bears tried to stop the quarterback 
merry-go-round this off-season by signing 
Shane Matthews to a two-year, $2 million 
contract that includes incentives for playing 
time. 

Matthews, who started five of the Bears’ 
final six games last season and won three of 
them, is Chicago's winningest quarterback 
the last two years. In his last wo starts in 2000, Matthews had 
a quarterback rating of 115.0 and completed 80 percent of his 
passes. 

But third-year head coach Dick Jauron says the starting job 
still may go to Cade McNown or veteran backup Jim Miller. 
McNown, who has been disappointing since being the Bears’ 
top draft pick in 1999, started the first eight games last season 
but was inconsistent before injuring his shoulder. Miller 
replaced McNown and played well in stretches before tearing 
his Achilles tendon. 

All three have shown signs of being a winning quarterback 
in the NFL, but none has done it consistently. Expect the 
revolving door to keep swinging regardless of who is named 
opening day starter. 


running backs 


The Curtis Enis experiment came to an end this spring when 
the Bears released the former first-round draft pick. Now the 
ball is in the hands of James Allen, a young back who quietly 
rushed for 1,120 yards last year, the highest total by a Bear since 
1989. 

That performance by the small, but fleet-footed Allen has 
convinced the Chicago coaching staff to return to a ground- 
based offense and to implement more two-back formations. 
But the Bears, who ranked 21st in the league in rushing, have 
no proven fullback and have no other back who rushed for 
more than 100 yards last season. 

Offensive coordinator John Shoop is high on second-year 
back Marlon Barnes, who Shoop says is bigger and 
stronger than people think. But if the backs are going to 
carry this offense, Allen needs some more help. 


receivers 


Like they are at the other offensive skill positions, the 
Bears are counting on a number of unproven players at 
receiver. Marcus Robinson, who has led the Bears in receiv- 
ing in 18 of his last 23 games, is Chicago's only deep threat. 
But Robinson has struggled with back problems that side- 
lined him for the final four games of the 2000 season. 

First-round pick David Terrell out of Michigan should 
step right into the starting lincup. 

Bobby Engram has been one of the Bears’ top receivers, 
but he is now a question mark after undergoing knee 
D’ Wayne 
has shown he can 

career-high 47 


surgery. None of the trio of young receivers — 
Bates, Dez White and Marty Booker 
Booker made 
catches last year, but he is nota deep threat. Shoop says he 
is confident one of the young guys will step up. 

The Bears picked up tight end Kaseem Sinceno in mid- 
season last year and he immediately solidified a spot in the 
starting lineup. He has good hands (23 catches in 11 
games) and likely will be a more integral part of the offense 
this season. 


produce consistently. 
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James Allen 


offensive linemen 


In their five wins last season, the Bears held 
the ball for an average of 32:37; in their 11 
losses, their time of possession averaged only 
26:36. The offensive line is largely responsible 
in both instances, and there the personnel 
shuffling continues. 

Chicago lost starter Todd Perry to free 
agency and is counting on backup Rex Tucker 
to step in. Helping case that transition will be 
tackle James “Big Cat” Williams, who has 
played in 112 consecutive games and started 
every game for the Bears last year. 

Right guard Chris Villarrial started all but 
one game last season and is another veteran 
returnce. 

Rounding out the front line are center Olin 
Kreutz and tackle Blake Brockermeyer. 
Kreutz, who was a second alternate to the Pro 
Bowl in 1999, but struggled with injury last 
season, is expected to be the regular starter 
with the departure of Casey Wiegmann in the 
spring. 


defensive linemen 


Most of Chicago's defensive movement this 
offseason came along the line. The Bears 
added former Buffalo tackle Ted Washington, 


174 


a Pro Bowler in three of the last four 
seasons, and former Denver tackle 
Keith Traylor. Chicago hopes Traylor 
and Washington will clog up the mid- 
dle and allow Urlacher to make more 
tackles. Washington did just that last 
year in Buffalo, freeing up Pro Bowl 
linebacker Sam Cowart and con- 
tributing to the third-best defense in 
the NFL. 

“Ted Washington is a talented 
player and he brings size and experi- 
ence,” Blache says. “We wanted to get 
bigger inside and i improve our depth 
and we think they both add that to 
our defense.” 

The signings of Washington and 
Traylor allow ends Bryan Robinson 
and Phillip Daniels to remain outside. 
Robinson is a young talent who could 
also play tackle. Daniels, a former 
high-profile off-season acquisition, 
did not live up to lofty expectations. 
Mike Wells, a starting tackle last year, 
will provide depth. Jim Flanigan, the 
other starter, was released in April. 


: linebackers 

2 — Urlacher didn't break 
® into the starting lineup 
2 until the third week of 
the season, but the 
from New Mexico sur- 
all expectations and has 
already been anointed the next 
great Chicago _ linebacker. 
Urlacher led the Bears in nearly 
every defensive category, and 
with a new line in front of him, 
expect even better numbers this 
season. 

Flanking Urlacher will be 
outside linebackers Rosevelt 
Colvin and Sean Harris. Like 
Urlacher, Harris also started last 
season as a backup but stepped 
in for the injured Colvin and 
went on to make 102 tackles. 
Colvin and Warrick Holdman 
both missed significant time 
with injuries last season, but 


both should be healthy. 
defensive backs 


Once this unit finally got set- 
tled, the secondary helped vault 
the Bears’ defense from the bot- 
tom of the NFL to near the 
middle, Expect that upward 
trend to continue for a talented 
young unit led by strong safety 
Tony Parrish, who has been a 


rookie 
passed 
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Back In The Day 


Mike Singletary 


Known during his 
playing days for his killer 
stares and indomitable 
competitive spirit, Mike 
Singletary now is better 
known for his work as a 
minister in the Chicago | 
area since retiring in 
1992. The father of 
seven children, ages 3 
to 14, Singletary spends 
most of his time either 
caring for a full house or & 3 g 
giving motivational speeches through his partnership in the 
Singletary-DeMarco Leadership Zone. 

He helps train business leaders on leadership, communi- 
cation, diversity and stress management, using his faith and 
football experiences as the foundation. But after a 12-year 
football career that kept him constantly apart from his fam- 
ily, his real attention is focused on his wife, Kim, and their 
children. “My goals right now are to be the best dad and the 
best husband | can be,” Singletary says. 

Career: 1,488 tackles, 19 sacks, seven interceptions 
Pro Bowls: 10 (1984-93) 


Known For: Staring down the opposition and making bone- 
rattling tackles. 

Best Season: 1985, when he led the NFL's best defense 
on a Super Bowl run. 

Shining Moment: Leading Bears to win against Minnesota 
in 1984 with a severed finger stitched up during the game. 
Darkest Hour: Struggling through injuries and not living up 
to lofty expectations during the 1989 season. 

Today’s Market Value: $7 million 


2000 Revisited 


The Prophecy: “Bears fans likely will be 
chanting a familiar Chicago motto this sea- 
son: ‘Wait until next year.’” 
The Lie: “Cade McNown is now fully in 
charge.” 

— Athlon Sports Pro Football 2000 


tackle machine in his three years in the league, 
and five-year starting cornerback Walt Harris, 
who re-signed with the team in the spring. 

Second-year free safety Mike Brown and 
cornerback Thomas Smith both started every 
game, but neither came on until late in the 
season. By the end of the year, Chicago 
coaches say they were more impressed with 
Brown's development than any other rookie, 
including Urlacher. 


specialists 

After a slow start, rookie Paul Edinger 
solved all the Bears’ placekicking woes last 
year, hitting 17 of his final 19 kicks. This 
spring, the Bears signed free agent punter 
Brad Maynard, who had a gross punt average 
of 42 yards in four seasons with the Giants. 

Glyn Milburn has a career kickoff return 
average of nearly 24 yards and again should be 
one of the league's top returners. 
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Roster 2000 Team Stats 


Head Coach: me oe (NFL Record: 12-21) RESULTS 
Offensive Coordinator: john Shoop . 
27-30 L at Minnesota 64,104 
Defensive Coordinator: Greg Blache 
sit a eee 0-41 Lat Tampa Bay 65,569 
NO NAME POS: HT WT EXP COLLEGE 744 «OL New York Giants 66,944 
10 Agee, Love (U} P &2 27 DH Utah St 44-21 L Detroit 68.944 
20 Mien, James RB 510° 215 3 Okiathioma 
84 Nired, John (U) Te 614° 246 «4 USC 27-24 W at Green Bay 59,869 
39 Austin, Reggie DB s9° 173 1 Wake Forest 10-31 L New Orleans 66,944 
23 sacs be 5110" 195 2 New decals 16-28 iL Minnesota 66,944 
32 5, Marion R sv 2 1 red " ‘ 
22 Bartholomew, Erect oP 62° 220 2 Oho State Sisk at Philadelphia 65,553 
87 Bates, O'Wayne WR 62° 215 2 Northwestem 27-24 Ww indianapolis 66,944 
86 Boker, Marty WR S11" 215 2 ULMorrod 3-20 L at Buffalo 72,420 
70 Boone, Afonso DE 6S 3S IMSnAsaroOt ; 
TS Grockenmeyer, Bike oT 64° 300 6 as J 22-10 «OW Tampa Bay 86,944 
83 Brooks, Macey (U) WR 6S" 215 4 James Madison 10-17 L at New York Jets 77,354 
30 Brown, Mike OS 6'10° 202 1 Nebraska 6-28 L Green Bay 66,944 
59 Colin, Rosovelt 1B 63" 254 2 Purdue 
93 Daniels. Phitio DE 6%" 290 5 Georgia 24-17 =2W New England 66,944 
r Donakison, Cedric DB 450° 180 1 isu 0-17 L at San Francisco 68,306 
Marcus Robinson 5 eee B ; ried yt at Detroit 71,957 
2 Excinger, Pad K EAN St 
| Outside the Huddle | HES gf wna 
oO * 81 Engram, Bobby WR S10" 185 5 Penn St 
utside the ddle 43 Groen, Michael Da 60" 176 1 Nrtwesans 
55 Harris, Sean 1B 63° 22 6 Aruona § 
as 7 Harris, Wolt OB S'1%" ig 5 — Mississippi St. a 
Soldier Field facelift The Bears won a signifi | 1) Hartsct, Mex G8 64" 225 1. Boston Colege | Rushing: James Allen ds., 21s 
cant off-the-field fight when the Illinois legisla. | 74 Hemdon, Jimmy T 68 318 5 Houston Receiving: Marcus Robinson, 55 rec., 738 yds., 5 TDs 
ture approved a $587 million project to build a | 3 ten venx = TB EY eee | Niecking: Paut Edn 7 FGs, 21/21 IPs 
new football stadium within Soldier Field using | 67 \rus dim C 62 265 3 Washing || Punting Loue Agua 52 i 
mostly public funds. The proposal, which | 49  tymsn, dustin TE G4" 250 4 Woke Forest 9 Kickoff Ret.: Giyn Milbum, 63 ret. 23.3 avg 
brought heated debate over whether the histor- | 1? ers ae 4 60 S Se tua Te ot Ret: Gin Mibum, 25 ret. 86 ave 
ical integrity of the 77-year-old stadium would be |° jferekfenk 1 Oe ie UE ea ake tet Oe 
damaged, also will include new parking lots | — somes, Brad > Bi? 90-4 nae arene 165, 108 sol 
along the lakefront, Construction is scheduled | 47 McEroy, Ray (U) 08 Sit" 207 4 Esstemitincss | Sacks: Sian Unacher, 8 
to begin following this season and all indica- | 2 Mien, Teds DB S:0" 183 4 No, Aratna Interceptions: Tony Parrish, 3 for 81 yas 
: Be il ol 002 B  McNown, Cade @ 61 28 2 UCLA 
tions are that the Bears will play the 2002 reg- | 25 equates, «08 «S9" 198 3 Okiehome SL 
ular season and the 2003 preseason at the | 24 Mum, Gin R8 58 176 8 Stanford CHICAGO OPP. 
University of Illinois’ Memorial Stadium in Chane re esos "4 nat a : Mcrae ns Total First Downs 239 297 
f 2 Minter, Barry ulsa tnd 
palgn. 82 Newkick, Robort OT 6'3" 290 1 Michigan St ere ine eS 
Bye, bye Platteville: This fall will be the final | 37 Persh, tory 08 S10" 21i 3 Washington ess ‘ is 
ining cam H : 4 53 Robson, Gryen(lj) OF GAT MO 4 Fresno State aly 
pone p for the Bears in Platteville, Wisc, 838 Robinson, Marcus «=«WR OBS" «215. 3 Soutn Cains 3rd Down: Made/Att 67/222 82/223 
their preseason home for the last 18 years. The | 91 sarnuei, Khar LB 63" 240 2 Massachusetts | 3rd Down Pct. 30.2 36.8 
Bears plan to move to a site in Illinois for 2002, | 8)  Santerd, Sulecto WR 510" 190 1 Maddie Tennessee 4th Down: Made/Att 11/25 12/17 
but as of late spring, they had not chosen a final | 9% Simons, Cie (ly DE 6'S" 292 15 Wester Caroling 4th Down Pct. 44.0 70.6 
location. The most intriguing possibility is Mik | 5 Sca™atewen® Tr ok ie 3 ips Possession Avg. 28:30 34:30 
likin University in Decatur, the city where Bears’ | 25 Smith, Thomas 0B B'ii' 180 8 North Caroling | Potal Net Yards 4,541 5,234 
founder George Halas first organized the Trayor, Keith OT 62° 308 9  Contral Okla Pie pss Sali ae a 
64 Tucker, Rex G 65° 315 2 Texas ASM vg. Per Play . . 
Decatur Staleys football team 80 years ago. | Oe Oe liga 2a0 cas teem Not Vers Rusa 1.736 827 
shing Lh, 1,62 
Halas later moved the Staleys to Chicago and | ss  (uone Bian 18 63° 283 1  NewhMeueo Avg. Per Game 1085 1142 
renamed them the Bears. e oll me i no . Lease Avg. Por Attempt 42 3.9 
Young stars Linebacker Brian Urlacher and : iy hips Total Rushes 417 469 
: 7 Washington, Ted OY 65° 330 10 Loulswile A 
safety Mike Brown finished the 2000 season | 97 Wels, Mae of 63 315 7 jong Net Yards Passing 2,805 3,407 
ranked among the top five Bears defensive rook- Whigham, Larry 0B 62° 210 7  ULMonroe Nahe sep eS a 
ies ever, Urlacher i r 19 Whe, Dez WR 60° 219 1 Georgia Tech vg. Per ; 
psnyaes ssa sitet Bei re pul ag 71 Wiliams, Janes 0. T 67" 331 10 Cheyney Sacked/Yards Lost 34/200 36/230 
sad te ce es (203) 73 Wison, Troy (U) DE G4" 257 5 Pittsburg St Gross Yards 3,005 3,637 
sacks (eight), putting him well ahead of Chicago | 68 Wise, Ty c 62° wt 1 Miami (Ria.} Att./Completions 542/304 530/332 
legend Mike Singletary, who had just 72 tackles | 79 Wine, Jerry T 66" 315 2 Nowe Dame Completion Pct 56.41 62.6 
22 Wooden, Shown «OB. «S'LI* 20S «5 —sNotro Dame SATIS EAU ees : ; 
his rookie season. ’ i bi Had intercepted 16 14 
Punts/Average 96/37,8 91/39.9 
Penalties /Yards 90/696 78/727 
OFFENSE DEFENSE Fumbles /Ball Lost 27/13 20/9 
Touchdowns 22 43 
©. 88 Marcus Robinson 98 Bryan Robinson Rushin 
8 6 15 
— 78 Blake Brockermeyer Ted Washington Passing 12 25 
® Rex Tucker Keith Traylor Misc 4 3 
Olin Kreutz 93 Phillip Daniels SCORING BY PERIODS = Qi Q2 Q3 Q4 OT PIS 
; Chris Villarrial 55 Sean Harris Bears 46 59 52 59 0 216 
ce] James Williams Brian Urlacher Opponent 47247 8B 403 |: 0'S55 
——- Kaseem Sinceno Rosevelt Colvin Tumovers: Takeaways Giveaways 
x= | David Terrell Walt Harris int. Fum. Total Int. Fum. Total Diff. 
2 E) Shane Matthews Thomas Smith Chicago 11 9 20 16 13 209 9 
® = James Allen Tony Parrish RED ZONE 
oa mire Dragos Mike Brown At: Pte: TD) C(ié‘érSSSTTONS 
= nr aul Edinger Brad Maynard Offense 2% 4113 «11 12 423 


Personnel changes made after May 1 may not be reflected Defense 46 234 29 10 63.0 
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ong-hinted changes finally came to 

fruition in Detroit. Matt Millen left 
GS the broadcast booth to take over as the 
Lions’ new president and CEO. Bobby Ross 
gave way to interim coach Gary Moeller, 
who was ousted by Millen in favor of “ 
guy 


his 
”: former San Francisco offensive coor- 
dinator Marty Mornhinweg. 

The Lions’ new Ford Field will host a 
Super Bowl in 2006. Mornhinweg’s task is to have an under- 
achieving team ready to contend for a spot in that game — if 
not sooner. “First of all, the bar is high,” Mornhinweg said as 
he was introduced after signing a five-year, $5 million contract. 
“The goal for this organization now is to win Super Bowls.” 

That would be a nice step for the franchise, which hasn't 
won a playoff game since 1992. 


ea 
quarterp backs 


One of Mornhinweg's first tasks has been to get Charlie 
Batch in a strict offseason physical and mental regimen. “It’s 
extensive and exhaustive,” the coach says. “It will be an exten- 
sive and exhaustive off-season for him. We talked about the 
next two off-seasons; they'll be grinders for him.” 

Batch, 26, spent the spring and summer learning the West 
Coast Offense, a system favored by his new coach from his 
stops in San Francisco and Green Bay. He'll also be rehabbing 
his right leg. It hasn't been at full strength since an injury dur- 
ing an off-season workout. Since the fall of 99, the 6'2" Batch 
has been sidelined with a broken thumb, cracked ribs and leg 
problems. Millen is hoping that Mornhinweg can work the 
same magic on Batch that he did with Jeff Garcia. 

Veteran and former Michigan Wolverine Jim Harbaugh was 
brought aboard as insurance. 


running backs 


“Little Man” will have to come up big again if the Lions are 
pushing for the postseason. James Stewart did what he was paid 


Jeff Backus T 
Dominic Raiola C 
Shaun Rogers DT 
Scotty Anderson WR 
Mike McMahon QB 
Jason Glenn LB 


Michigan 
Nebraska 
Texas 
Grambling 
Rutgers 
Texas A&M 


Stal 


The Lions added pieces to an offensive 
line that has been depleted by free 
agency and ineffectiveness. Backus 
should step in right away and add to a 
young nucleus; Raiola might have been 
a real steal and’ could be ready to start 
from Day One. Rogers remains a large 
— 320 pounds worth of large — 
unknown but his upside matches his 
girth. McMahon could have gone higher 
and can almost match Batch in sheer 
physical tools. 
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to do after signing a five-year, $25-million 
deal last winter: rush for more than 1,000 
yards, score in the red zone, hang on to the 
ball (he had one fumble), and not worry 
about comparisons to longtime Lion Barry 
Sanders. He didn’t. “I hadn't really heard ita 
lot,” says Stewart. “People are looking to 
move on from that situation.” Stewart is 29 
at the start of the season and should be hit- 


ting his prime. 
Mario Bates proved to be a fine passing-down complement to 
Stewart, racking up 127 


yards on 31 carries and catching 15 balls 
for 109 receiving yards. Amp Lee and Lamont Warren, both 
signed during the off-season, also figure in the tailback mix. 

Fullback Cory Schlesinger was another unrestricted free 
agents; one of the most fearless lead blockers in the NFC, the 
246-pound former Cornhusker was expected to return to help 
clear room for Stewart and company. 


receivers 

The Lions’ top receiving trio of Germane Crowell, Herman 
Moore and Johnnie Morton are poised for a bounce-back year. 
Crowell is expected to be at full-speed after foot surgery lim- 
ited him to 34 grabs for 430 yards and three scores in nine 
games. Moore fared about the same (40 catches, 434 yards) as 
the Lions struggled to get their passing game off the ground. 
When healthy, both are twin terrors coming off the line, using 
their size (Moore is 6'4", Crowell 6'3") and burst to gain crit- 
ical leverage down field. 

The steady Morton remains a consistent threat in the slot or 
opposite Crowell or Moore. Hamstring problems prevented 
tight end David Sloan from repeating his Pro Bowl mark of "99 
though he was tabbed as an alternate. He moves very well for 
a 260-pound target. Former Giant Pete Mitchell was brought 
in to patch up the hole left when Walter Rasby signed with 
Washington. Mitchell will help open things up in the West 
Coast Offense. 


Tensive lineme!l 
offensive linemen 

The most glaring weakness of the offense appears to be 
up front. How glaring? The Lions allowed 53 sacks last 


their best blockers in Jeff Hartings, who signed with the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. 

The new scheme should help de-emphasize some of the 
problems the line has in maintaining the pocket. Mornhin- 
weg will feature plenty of shotgun looks and quick drops in 
an effort to keep the other team's front seven in check. 

Losing Hartings was a blow, but the Lions were able to 
keep center Eric Beverly, 27, from bolting to Miami. The 
294-pounder will step to the fore now that Mike Comp- 
ton’s gone; many feel Beverly's leg drive and quick think- 
ing could set him up for a breakout year. The rest of the 
interior is a little dicier. Brenden Stai, a former Steeler, will 
likely open the season in Hartings’ old spot at right guard; 
Millen likes Stai’s grit and playoff experience, Tony Sem- 
ple probably has the inside track at left guard although 
Andy Vincent and Kerlin Blaise will also be in the mix. 

Second-year left tackle Stockar McDougle improved 
dramatically over his first scason, A mauler with good 
quickness and knee-bend, McDougle started the last eight 
games on the left side and drew solid reviews. Man-moun- 
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season, keeping a gimpy Batch on the run, and lost one of 


Robert Porcher 


tain Aaron Gibson is trying to bounce back 
from shoulder surgery but is expected to open 
the season at right tackle. He's surprisingly 
nimble for a blocker who usually plays around 
the 380-385-pound range. Two more poten- 


tial starters were added in draft picks Jeff 


Backus, a tackle, and center Dominic Raiola. 
Backus could start at either tackle spot. 


defensive linemen 

The Lions could go seven-deep on the 
defensive line, one of the better run-stuffing 
units in the league. The physical tone is set by 
Pro Bowler Luther Elliss. The beefy tackle led 
the unit in tackles and while his sack numbers 
are down — he has just 6.5 the last two sea- 
sons — he is adept at occupying more than 
one blocker at a time, an attribute that the 
Baltimore line brought into vogue at the 
Super Bowl. Interior linemate James Jones is 
as steady as they come; he remains a force in 
his 11th season. 

Young Jared DeVries can play about any 
spot on the line. Robert Porcher vows to 
rebound from a down year by his standards at 
left end. With free-agent end Tracy Scroggins 
fading, the Lions were shopping for a replace- 
ment. 
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linebackers 

The linebacking corps isnt as deep 
but has one Pro Bowler and another 
potential All-Star in tow. Stephen 
Boyd remains a tackle machine, earn- 
ing his second straight bid to Hawaii 
after 139 stops. The 242-pound line- 
backer makes the Lions’ defensive 
checks and rarely is fooled. A sound 
technician, Boyd was a big reason 
why Detroit allowed just 314.6 yards 
and 19.2 points per game, 11th in the 
league. 

The weak side is headed up by 
Chris Claiborne, a speedy stopper 
with a mean streak who accounted for 
125 tackles and two passes broken up. 
He's got some ways to go to live up to 


Junior Seau but continues to develop 
rapidly, 

Strong-side backer Allen Aldridge 
is one of the more versatile weapons 
on the defensive side of the ball. Scott 
Kowalkowski, who collected a career- 
, high 41 tackles, is the scrappiest sub- 
stitute. 


backs nsive 


his billing as the second coming of 


2000 Revisited 


The Prophecy: “James Stewart isn't 
Barry Sanders, but the former Jack- 
sonville Jaguar is an upgrade over the 
patchwork backfield Ross was left with 
after Barry Sanders’ sudden departure.” 
The Lie: “Can a 7-9 team make the play- 
offs?” 

— Athlon Sports Pro Football 2000 


in his first season in the Motor City, picking 
off seven passes and breaking up 10 in just 11 
games. Even at 32, Schulz has tremendous 
instincts, plays the ball well at different spots 
on the field and is a pretty sure tackler. 


specialists 


Kicker Jason Hanson turned what could 
have been an awful season into a productive 
one by nailing 11 of his last 12 field-goal 
attempts. Hanson finished the year 24-of-30 
and remains one of the league’s elite, but he's 
prone to bouts of streakiness. 

Desmond Howard returns to field kickoffs 
and punts. In his second season with the 
Lions, he set personal bests with 1,858 com- 
bined return yards. 


Back In The Day 


Ross Detiman /Al-League 


as Westbrook had 
turned the corner at cornerback 
when he was suddenly lost for 
the season Nov. 30 at Min- 
nesota. Despite missing a 
month, the former University 
of Texas standout nabbed a 
career-high six interceptions, 
He'll be brought back slowly 
but it’s tough for a cornerback 
to completely recover from that 
type of injury. The acquisition 
of Todd Lyght should allow 
smallish Terry Fair to move to a 
safer position of nickel corner; 
most feel Fair (64 tackles) 
would be best suited as a nickel 
back. It also gives the Lions 
three cover men to stick on 
rivals such as the Vikings, Rams 
and Bears, all of whom love to 
run wild in multiple wide- 
receiver sets. Lyght has lost a 
few steps but could make 
almost as big an impact as Kurt 
Schulz did at safety last fall. 


Ron Rice remains a stalwart, if 


unspectacular, strong safety, 
possessing an ideal combina- 
tion of bulk (217 pounds) and 
speed. Schulz had a renaissance 
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“ol as if 


Dick LeBeau 


He played 171 consecu- 
tive games, and when he 
retired, his 62 intercep- 
tions ranked third in 
league history. But 
LeBeau's triumphs were | 
often overshadowed by. 
teammates Dick “Night _ 
Train” Lane and Lem Bar- fy 
ney. For his 14-year stint . ‘\ 
in Detroit, LeBeau was 
one of the most consis: © : 
tent players in club his- 

tory. He joined the Philadelphia Eagles as an assistant in 
1973, beginning a 27-year tenure in coaching. In the early 
"80s, while trying to devise a way to get more pressure on 
the quarterback against a run-and-shoot, LeBeau dreamed 
up a “fire zone” defense, which would later become popular 
as the zone blitz. In 2000, LeBeau was promoted from the 
Bengals’ defensive coordinator to head coach three games 
into the season. At age 64, this fall will be LeBeau’s first full- 
season as a head coach, 

Career: 62 int., 762 yards, 3 TDs, 12.3 avg. per return. 
Pro Bowls: 3 (1965, 1966, 1967) 

Known for: Quickness and great anticipation. 

Best season: 1970. 

Shining moment: Thanksgiving Day, 1970. Lions vs. 
Raiders. With Detroit trailing, 14-0, LeBeau picks off a pass 
at the goaHline, helping to spark a Jate-season run that got 
the Lions into the playoffs with a 10-4 record. 

Darkest hour: Maybe it wasn't so dark, but LeBeau still gri- 
maces at being called a “lady-killer” by former 
teammate/scribe George Plimpton in Plimpton’s seminal 
book, Paper Lion. 

Today's market value: $5 million. 
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Detroit Lions 
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David Sloan Chris Claiborne Detroit 
Germaine Crowell Bryant Westbrook 

Charlie Batch Todd Lyght RED ZONE 
Corey Schlesinger Ron Rice Att. 
James Stewart Kurt Schulz Offense 54 
Jason Hanson John Jett 36 


25: 47 (42) 1195 12) 3413 


projected 
starting 


Defense 


Personnel changes made after May 1 may not be reflected. 
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Green Bay Packers 


Losses 


S_ Gary Berry 

QB Matt Hasselbeck 
T Ross Verba 

LB Brian Williams 


2001 Prediction 
2nd NFC Central 


2000: 9-7 


Additions 
NT Gilbert Brown 
QB Doug Pederson 


ets get this straight. The Packers have 
not made the playoffs for nwo years. 
Over the off-season, Brett Favre was 
nearly killed by a tornado, Green Bay did not 
sign a single significant free agent, and a head 
coach with all of one year of experience had 
general manager duties added to his plate. 
And things are looking up in Titletown. 
Despite a rash of injuries and a 5—7 start, 
the Packers won their last four games under first-year coach 
Mike Sherman, and that has the folks in Green Bay believing 
the Pack could once again be back in 2001. 
“L hope it sends a message that things in Green Bay are get- 
ting to the point that you better have your chin strap buckled 
when you play the Packers,” Sherman says. 


quarterbacks 


Following a 1999 season in which he threw more intercep- 
tions (23) than touchdowns (22), Favre's ailments early last sea- 
son had some Packer fans calling for Sherman to give Matt 
Hasselbeck — seemingly the quarterback of the furure — a 
chance to start. 

A year later, Hasselbeck is gone, Favre has received a “life- 
time” contract extension, and the green-and-gold faithful who 
suggested Favre be benched should be begging for forgiveness. 

Favre extended his NFL-record consecutive starts streak to 
141, threw for more than 3,800 yards and 20 touchdowns for 
the seventh straight season, and perhaps more importantly, 
looked like he was having fun on the field again. 

“Out of my nine years here,” says Favre of the Sherman 
regime, “this is the best chemistry we've had, the most togeth- 
erness we've had.” 

As Favre goes, so go the Packers. And a healthy, happy Favre 
could spell bad news for the rest of the Black and Blue division. 
Should an injury sideline the three-time MVP, Doug Pederson, 
a Packer from 1996-98, has rejoined his old team to replace the 
traded Hasselbeck. 


2001 Draft 

1 Jamal Reynolds DE 
2 Robert Ferguson WR 
3 Bhawoh Jue cB 
3 Torrance Marshall LB 
4 Bill Ferrario G 
6 David Martin WR 


Florida State 
Texas A&M 
Penn State 
Oklahoma 
Wisconsin 
Tennessee 


Impact 

This was Packer general manager Ron 
Wolf's final draft, and he addressed 
Green Bay's two most glaring needs 
with the selections of talented pass 
rusher Reynolds and playmaking wide 
receiver Ferguson. While the Packers 
did not sign any premier free agents, 
they did not lose much from last year’s 


team, either. Guard Ross Verba and oft- 


injured linebacker Brian Williams are 
the only significant losses. 
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running backs 


In 80 years of Green Bay Packer football, 
only seven Packer running backs have rushed 
for 1,000 yards in a season and no two of 
those backs have ever played together in the 
same backfield. Until now, that is, as Dorsey 
Levens and Ahman Green give Green Bay a 
rare one-two punch. 

The powerful Levens and the lightning- 
quick Green both possess the kind of character that makes a 
feud over playing time unlikely. Both backs are versatile — 
Levens has long been known as a threat on the screen pass, 
and Green became the first Packer back to lead the club in 
rushing yards (his 1,175 yards was fourth in club history) and 
receiving (a team-high 73 receptions) since Barty Smith in 
1977. 

One member of the backfield who won't complain if he 
doesn't get many touches is bruising fullback William Hender- 
son, one of the game's top blocking backs who tallied just two 
carries last season. 


» 
receivers 

Long the team’s strength — from James Lofton to Sterling 
Sharpe to Robert Brooks to Antonio Freeman — the wide 


receiver position is now one of the Packers’ most unsettled. 
Sure, Freeman is still there, but his off-field troubles and on- 
field inconsistency have caused his stock to drop considerably 
from his Pro Bowl season of 1998. 

Bill Schroeder, blessed with speed but occasionally troubled 
by slippery hands, is the team’s leading returning receiver — he 
caught 65 balls for 999 yards, marking the first time Green Bay 
has gone without a 1,000-yard receiver since 1996, Freeman's 
first year as a starter. 

Corey Bradford, a gifted athlete who played just one year of 
college ball, was emerging as a Favre favorite in 1999, But he 
struggled through an injury-plagued season in which he played 
in just two games and did not catch a pass. Bradford is healthy 
again and will be counted on to contribute. 

Rookie Robert Ferguson is a potential gamebreaker and 
is a welcome arrival. 

Though he might not have lived up to his preseason 
hype, tight end Bubba Franks did catch 34 passes as a rookie 
— more than former Packer tight ends Jackie Harris (12), 
Ed West (six), Mark Chmura (wo), Rich McGeorge (two) 
and Paul Coffman (zero) had in their rookie seasons com- 
bined. Franks dropped quite a few balls last season, but 
Sherman and Favre remain confident in the youngsters 
hands and believe he just needs to continue building 
strength and stamina to become a top-flight NFL tight end. 


offensive linemen 

One of the key developments for the Packers in their 
late-season turnaround was the emergence of rookie offen- 
sive tackles Chad Clifton and Mark Tauscher. Green Bay 
averaged 117 rushing yards per game over the last 10 
games of the season with both rookies starting, up consid- 
erably from 78 yards per game in the first six games of the 
season, Tackle Earl Dotson, who missed most of the 2000 
season with back problems, is healthy again and, accord- 
ing to Packer line coach Larry Beightol, in the best shape 
of his career. If his back stays healthy, he'll start at right 
tackle and Tauscher will battle Mike Wahle at left guard. 
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} ‘ 
Brett Favre 


Ahman Green 


Marco Rivera returns at right guard, where he 
has started 32 straight games. 

At center, 15-year veteran Frank Winters 
has no intentions of giving up the starting job 
to Mike Flanagan, who is challenging for the 
starting nod for the third straight year. 


defensive linemen 


While perhaps the most apt description of 
Green Bay's defensive line is “aging,” the 
group did a more than respectable job in 
2000, and they'll be getting a lot younger 
when top draft pick Jamal Reynolds arrives. 
Defensive coordinator Ed Donatell’s troops 
never mounted much of a pass rush, but the 
Packers did finish second in the NFC against 
the run, surrendering 101 yards per game on 
the ground, 

At the ends are eighth-year man John 
Thierry, who led the Packers with 6.5 sacks a 
year ago, and fourth-year starter Vonnie Hol- 
liday, who missed four games due to injury 
and will have Reynolds looking over his 
shoulder, The tackles are 10th-year veteran 
Santana Dotson, who was enjoying a stellar 
campaign before missing the final four games 
with a torn muscle in his right leg, and 11th- 
year run-stopper Russell Maryland. 
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The Packer coaching staff hopes for 
continued improvement from Kabeer 
Gbaja-Biamila, a tremendous athlete 
who showed flashes of pass-rushing 
brilliance during his rookie year, and 
Cletidus Hunt, who spent time at 
both end and tackle. Big Gilbert 
Brown, a fixture on the Green Bay 
line from 1993-99 who was out of 
football last season, was signed by the 
Packers in March and will vie for a 
roster spot. 


linebackers 

Nail Diggs. Bernardo Harris. Nate 
Wayne. No threats to Ray Nitschke's 
legacy here, but each of the lineback- 
ers shows promise. Diggs, a fourth- 
round draft choice, became the first 
rookie to start at linebacker for the 
Packers since 1992 and earned all- 
rookie honors. 

Wayne, who joined the team in a 
training camp trade prior to last sea- 
son, returns on the weak-side, where 
he recorded the first 100-tackle season 
of his career. Anchoring the middle is 
Bernardo Harris, who flourished 
under the new defen- 
sive system and led the 
team with a career-high 
132 tackles. 

A pair of journeymen — 
Mike Morton and K.D. 
Williams — provide depth at 
the position. 


defensive backs 

What a difference a year 
makes. Prior to last season, free 
safety Darren Sharper was 
catching more flack from the 
Green Bay faithful than any 
defensive back since Terrell 
Buckley. Sharper put any 
doubts about his ability ro rest 
last season when he led the NFL 
in interceptions (nine), becom- 
ing just the third Packer ever to 
do so. The other nwo — Willie 
Wood and Don Hutson — are 
in the Hall of Fame. 

The heart and soul of the 
Packers’ defense is 12th-year 
strong safety LeRoy Butler, who 
relishes his role as a coach-on- 
the-field in Donatell’s aggressive 
scheme, 

At the comers are playmaking 
Mike McKenzie, who missed six 
games to injury last season, and 
Tyrone Williams, an ever- 


Schwartzman 


Bruce 
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2000 Revisited 


The Prophecy: “Only 30 years old, (Brett) 
Favre certainly should have some more 
good years left in him.” 
The Lie: “He (Bill Schroeder) may be 
pushed by Corey Bradford, who is fast, 
fearless and raw.” 

—Athlon Sports Pro Football 2000 


improving, intelligent player who excels in 
man-to-man coverage. Antuan Edwards and 
Tod McBride also started at times and provide 
experienced depth. 


. 
specialists 

Though he wasn't selected to the Pro Bowl, 
Ryan Longwell is arguably the league's finest 
kicker. There's no disputing the fact he's the 
most accurate kicker in NFL history — his 
career percentage of 84.73 percent is tops all- 
time, an especially impressive statistic consid- 
ering the weather conditions he faces at 
Lambeau Field. Now in his fifth season, Long- 
well set or tied eight Packer records last year. 

While his comeback from testicular cancer 
was courageous, punter Josh Bidwell must 
improve upon his 2000 numbers. His 38.5- 
yard average ranked near the bottom of the 
league. 


Back In The Day 


Willie Buchanon 


The Packers’ No. 1 
pick in the 1972 draft, 
Willie Buchanon was per 
haps the greatest Packer 
defensive player in the 
25-year void between <= 
Vince Lombardi and Mike Bs 
Holmgren. After spending 
seven years in Greens 
Bay, Buchanon finished 
his career with San Diego ES 
(1979-82), the same city ~ 
where he had starred as 
an AllAmerican at San 
Diego State. 

Buchanon remained in 
the San Diego area after 
his retirement, and he currently owns a real estate business 
in nearby Oceanside. He has served as President of the Aztec 
Athletic Foundation and has organized several charitable golf 
tournaments. He and his wife have two children. 

Career: 28 interceptions for 278 yards, two TDs, one fum- 
ble return for TD, 137 games 

Pro Bowls: 3 (1974, 1975, 1979) 

Known For: Ball-hawking cornerback who logged more play- 
ing time than any other member of the Packer secondary in 
the 1970s. 

Best Season: 1978 

Shining Moment: Tied an NFL record by intercepting four 
passes in a 1978 game vs. San Diego. 

Darkest Hour: Broke his leg in two places in a 1973 game 
at Los Angeles and missed eight games. 

Today's Market Value: $5.2 million a year 
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Roster 2000 Team Stats 


Head Coach: Mike Sherman (NFL Record: 9-7) RESULTS 
Offensive Coordinator; Tom Rossley z 5 
Rinna: Gocuaa ies beau 16-20 L New York Jets 59,870 
18-27 L at Buffalo 72,722 
NO NAME Pos Hr Wr EXP COLLEGE 6&3 W Philadelphia 59,869 
31 Ads. Chris Be nist = 2 sehen 29-3 W at Arizona 69,568 
9 Gidwell, Josh fo 222: 14 region 
98 Bowens, David O€ 62° 261 2 Westemtinis | 24-27 Lb Cie se 
85 Braciord, Corey (F) WR 61" 3 Jackson St 24-31 iL at Detroit 77,549 
Brown, Gibert wT 62° 7 Kansas 31-28 W San Francisco 59,870 
36 Butler, LeRoy OB 80" 203 it Fonda St. 20-28 L at Miami 73.740 
i x ae poe haa re | 26-20 W Minnesota 59,854 
61 6 bo 2 Mortan pf : 
6 DT 63" 286 5 Shixensheg 15-20 L at Tampa Bay 65,621 
81 TE 64" 260 5 Virginia 26-24 W Indianapolis 59,869 
59 Diggs, Na’ll iB 64" 234° 4 Ohio St. 14-31 L at Carolina 73,295 
ss 72 mascara a ae: Suy g Texas uth 28-6 W at Chicago 66,944 
‘—_ 71 Dotson, Santana 65° 265 yor “ = 
F 80 Deer, Donatd WR 60° i77 2 coms. J 26-13 W Detrokt 59,854 
3 | f “s i 23 Edeerds. Artuan ta 61° 2S 2 Cems 33-28 W at Minnesota 64,183 
LeR oy Butler 4 Fawe, Brett QS 62 223 10 Scutem Mss 17-14 W Tampa Bay 59,692 
58 Flanagan, Miko Cc 65° 27 5 UCLA 
0 id th H ddl 88 Franks, Bubba TE 66" 260 1 Marnl LEADERS 
utsi e e u e 86 Freeman, Antonio WR 61" 198 6 Virginia Tech ft Passing: Brett Favre, 580-3393,812-16, 20 TDs 
SS Gaatiemia, Kateer DE G64" 245 1 San Diego St. fs 
57 Giz, Cres iB 60° 235 4 Hie Force 
Best against the best Good teams brought | 2? Sccrs.Hetet FS Si" 25 4 estes Zee 
out Green Bay's competitive fire in 2000. The | 3 San®mmy RB Gh a Nich conan | Nistite: Ryan Lorgwe S, 32/32 Ps 
Packers won more games against teams with | 23 jenircon Willen RB 61" 253. 6  Nerth Cersina ‘ 3 
winning records — six — than any other team | 90 Holiday. \onnie DE 65° 290 3 NotnCarcina 
in the league, and were 5-2 against playoff | 97 Hurt Cietous DE 6'4* 299 2 Kentucky State 
teams. 82 Lee, Charles WR 62° 202 1 Central Ronda 
25 Levens, Oorse FB S61" 27 Georgia Tech 
March on General Mike Sherman's troops | 2 paler an K 50 iss $ . 
relished long journeys — Green Bay led the | 58 ‘yn, 5%) DE 65° 25 3 ] 
NFL with 17 touchdown drives of 80 yards or | 87 Maryend, Russet NT 61" XB 10 Miami (Fa) 
longer. 27 McBride, Tod DS Gi 27 2 UCLA 
56 McCaslin, Eugene i 60° 20 1 Florida 
Short-yardage success Green Bay had suc- | 43 Mecarahen, ScottiR) D8 641" {98 3 New Mexico ietita Downs 88 a4 
cess on the ground on third and short last year, | 34 Metews,Mke = 08-60" 185 2 = Peeve 197 186 
converting first downs on 83 percent of rushes | # race ae = rd ree} 1 tran Penalty 30 14 
; : ercier, Richard 63° 2 | Lae 
on third down and less than three yards. The [53 \oon jaa Te hati aaa elie cos 3rd Down: Made/Att 85/218 82/224 
Packers tied with San Francisco forthe best per- | 2) peer De’Mond R8 S10" 186 2 Oxdahoma 3rd Down Pet. 39.0 36.6 
centage in the NFL. Pederson, Dour Q8 63° 26 8 UL Monroe 4th Down; Made/Att 7/42 ibe 
; era, b P 4th Down Pct. 58.3 4 
Standout staff Sherman has surrounded him- | "82-Ms G. 64") 3105 Penn St. : 2 
. ; 5 99 Redbins, Austin (U OT 65° 3X00 7 NerinCerciina § Possession Avg. 30:45 29:15 
self with an accomplished assistant coaching | 25 fessmAlen(f) 08 5S" 178 3 NobeDane [I Total Net Yards 5,324 5,069 
staff — four of Green Bay's assistants previ- | 84 Sctyoeder, Bal WR 63" 205 5 WataCrsse Avg. Per Game 332.6 316.8 
ously have been either offensive or defensive | 42 Stepe, Dare 08 62 AS 4 Willen & Mary Avg. Per Play 5.1 5.0 
coordinators in the NFL. ea ote ae ae : ssenhri Net Yards Rushing 1,643 1,618 
y 79 Stokes, Barry (Rj 64" 3 Eastern } 
Sad sacks John Thierry led the Packers in @5 Tauscher, rid oT 63° 313 1 Wisconsin ep Sn pret re tas 
sacks with 6.5, the lowest team-leading total in | 91 Thierry. Jon DE 64" 262 7 Alcorn St. ene Fubhee 404 417 
nearly 20 years. The last time a Packer led the | 88  Watie. Make (R) OF 6b" 310) 3 Ney T Net Yards Passing 3,678 3,451 
i 05 Warren, St oT 6" ! Nebraska 5 . 
team with fewer sacks was in 1982, when Ezra | °° Were See = OT 64" 2S f Neeasia Tg. Per Game 229.9 215.7 
Johnson paced the Pack with 5.5 sacks. 83 Wenge Ryan) TE 627 2 8 Siardord Net Avg. Per Att. 6.1 6.2 
Perennial Packer Cornerback LeRoy Butleris | 50 Willams, KD 1B 60" 235 2 Henderson St. pce Mk! Lost ists ee 
the only pl r av I U 37 Wiliams, Tyrone OB Sii° 193 5 Nebraska i e ' 
Y iayer to have: D eyed for the Packers 52 Winters, Frank C 63" 305 14 Westen Btinols Att./Completions 600/348 557/307 
last four head coaches — Lindy Infante, Mike 7 Wertiel Dany(U) 08 61" 212 4 Ford Completion Pet. 58.0 554 
Holmgren, Ray Rhodes and Mike Sherman — i c Had intercepted 16 21 
and just the ninth player in team history to play | (U) - unrestrictad tree agents as of May 1 Punts/Average 79/38.4 94/41.4 
for four different head coaches. IR) ~ restricted free agents as of May 2 Penalties /Yards 88/685 101/992 
Fumbles /Ball Lost 30/17 16/7 
Touchdowns 36 37 
OFFENSE DEFENSE Rushing 43 7 
Passing 21 28 
Bubba Franks John Thierry Mise 2 


Chad Clifton Santana Dotson SCORING BYPERIODS Qi Q2 Q3 Qs OT PIS 
Mark Tauscher Russell Maryland Packers 59101 83 101 9 353 
Mike Flanagan Vonnie Holliday Opponent 51 91 82 99 0 323 
Marco Rivera Na’ll Diggs LB Tumovers: Takeaways Giveaways 

Earl Dotson Bernardo Harris Int. Fum. Total Int. Fum. Total Diff. 
Antonio Freeman Nate Wayne GreenBa 21 7 28 16 17 33 5 
Bill Schroeder Mike McKenzie 
Brett Favre Tyrone Williams RED ZONE 
William Henderson Darren Sharper Att. Pts. ‘TD. 
Dorsey Levens LeRoy Butler Offense 55 254 27 
Ryan Longwell Josh Bidwell 45 208 24 
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FG. TD% 
21 49.1 
13 (53.3 


Defense 
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Minnesota Vikings 


Losses 


2000: 11-5 


Additions 

TE Byron Chamberlain 
DE Lance Johnstone 
WR Jake Reed 


he strategy worked so well last season 

that Dennis Green has tried it again. 

For the second consecutive year, the 
Minnesota Vikings’ coach/general manager 
has bid farewell to starters at key positions, 
pledged to replace them with unproven 
reserves and promised to field a better team 
in 2001 asa result. 

The Vikings were 11-5 and advanced to 
the 2000 NFC championship game with new starters at quar- 
terback (Daunte Culpepper), center (Matt Birk) defensive 
tackle (Chris Hovan) and cornerback (Robert Tate), among 
others. 

This season, the team will field at least five new starters and 
will have to wade through a first-place schedule in order to 
improve on last year's mark and fulfill Green's goal of reaching 
the Super Bowl. 

The task will be difficult, as receiver Randy Moss said on sev- 
eral occasions in the off-season. 

“Do | think the Vikings can win a Super Bowl?” Moss said 
in March. “I don’t know. If they have a chance at winning, it's 
going to be hard.” 


quarterbacks 

Unlike a year ago, the Vikings have no questions at this posi- 
tion. Culpepper was the NFC’s Pro Bowl starter and became 
the prototype for modern-day quarterbacks. His accuracy on 
deep passes and innate ability to see open running lanes 
demonstrated a maturity few expected from the 23-year-old. 

The Vikings will be looking for even more this season, how- 
ever, Offensive coordinator Sherman Lewis would like to bring 
greater sophistication to the offense, including more pre-snap 
movement and more options for Culpepper in the deep pass- 
ing game. The retirement of running back Robert Smith puts 
a greater burden of leadership on the third-year quarterback 
from Central Florida. 

Meanwhile, Culpepper has already established a close on- 


2001 Draft 

1 Michael Bennett RB 
2 Willie Howard DL 
3 Eric Kelly CB 
4 Shawn Worthen DL 
4 Cedric James WR 
5 Patrick Chukwurah LB 
6 Carey Scott cB 
7 Brian Crawford OL 


Wisconsin 
Stanford 
Kentucky 
TCU 

TCU 
Wyoming 
Kentucky St. 
W. Oregon 


QB Bubby Brister 

WR Matthew Hatchette 
DE John Randle 

LB Dwayne Rudd 

RB Robert Smith 

LT Todd Steussie 

NT Tony Williams 


2001 Prediction 
3rd NFC Central 


Impact 

For the second consecutive year, the 
Vikings' offseason was more about 
subtraction than addition. They lost five 
starters off last season's 11-5 team 
and added only one veteran free agent 
to help the team's woeful defense. 
Johnstone should be a pass-rushing 
improvement, and Bennett is built in 
the Robert Smith mold. But the team 
did nothing this spring to upgrade its 
secondary, and still has significant per- 
sonnel holes along the defensive line. 
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field link with Moss, and he showed courage 
by playing through a high ankle sprain in the 
playoffs. 

The Vikings are so convinced of his dura- 
bility that they did not attempt to re-sign 
backup Bubby Brister and will instead go 
with untested Todd Bouman, a local product 
from nearby St. Cloud State, as their primary 


backup. 
running backs 


Smith's early retirement leaves a gaping hole in the Min- 
nesota backfield. The former Ohio State star had a marvelous 
season in 2000, rushing for a career-high 1,521 yards in the 
balanced Viking attack. 

Smith's departure forced Minnesota to use its first-round 
draft pick on Michael Bennett, a speedy tailback from Wis- 
consin who will be expected to make an immediate contribu- 
tion, Bennett gained 1,681 yards in 2000 and averaged 5.4 
yards per attempt. 

Green is very high on Doug Chapman, a second-year back 
from Marshall who was inactive during his entire rookie cam- 
paign. The Vikings believe Chapman has the explosiveness and 
durability to be an every-down back. 

Moe Williams, who has only 69 carries in his five-year career, 
will also be in the mix, though his role will primarily be on the 
Vikings’ special teams units. 

Minnesota still views fullback Jim Kleinsasser strictly as a 


blocker. 
receivers 


The Vikings have reunited their Three-Deep attack after a 
year off. Jake Reed re-joined Moss and Cris Carter as a free 
agent, and Green predicts that Reed will produce a 45-plus 
catch season. In truth, the team would be happy if Reed excels 
as a downfield blocker and holds on to the occasional passes 
that will come his way. 

Although he mulled retirement after the season, Carter 
remains in phenomenal shape at age 35. He is the NFUs 
premier possession receiver, and his ability to out-fight 
defensive backs for passes is an immeasurable bonus for a 
young quarterback like Culpepper. 

Moss, however, is more of an enigma following his crit- 
ical comments toward the organization throughout the 
off-season. He has some explaining to do when he arrives 
in training camp. The Vikings will also be monitoring his 
well-chronicled effort level as they mull offering him a 
long-term contract extension. 

Minnesota may have its best all-around tight end in 
recent memory after signing Byron Chamberlain as a free 
agent from the Denver Broncos.. Chamberlain, who has 
averaged 27 catches over the past two seasons, will be their 
best receiving tight end since Steve Jordan, and the Vikings 
hope his blocking will hold up. Backup Andrew Jordan is 
a strong blocker. 


offensive linemen 

This group returns two Pro Bowlers — Birk at center 
and right tackle Korey Stringer. But offensive line coach 
Mike Tice once again is looking at replacing two starters. 
Brad Badger will be asked to replace Todd Steussie at left 
tackle, while it appears the Vikings would like Chris 
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Daunte Culpepper 


Liwienski to take over for Corbin Lacina at 
left guard. 

Badger had mixed results as a starter in 
Washington, but Green likes his Stanford 
roots. Liwienski played extensively last season 
but is a bit raw. 

The Vikings also like second-year man 
Lewis Kelly, a seventh-round draft choice in 
2000 out of South Carolina State who spent 
the season on injured reserve. 


defensive linemen 

The Vikings have overhauled this unit, bid- 
ding adieu to end John Randle and nose 
tackle Tony Williams. They hope free agent 
Lance Johnstone can provide their first con- 
sistent pass rusher from the right side in years, 
and the Vikings hope new defensive line 
coach Brian Baker can help resurrect the 
career of Fernando Smith. 

Johnstone comes over from Oakland, 
where he averaged 10.5 sacks in 1989-90 
before tailing off to 3.5 in 2000. 

The hard-working Hovan is the only 
returning starter. The Boston College product 
had 48 tackles and two sacks last fall. 

A failed attempt to sign free agent Chester 
McGlockton has left untested Fred Robbins 


190 


at the top of the nose tackle depth 
chart, subject to change this summer. 
Robbins needs to get much stronger 
in order to be effective this season, 
while Talance Sawyer will be a situa- 
tional pass rusher. 


linebackers 


This group will not be mistaken for 
the NFL finest. The Vikings hope 
that career special teamer Craig Sauer 
can stay healthy and be effective as a 
replacement for the departed Dwayne 
Rudd on the weak side. Kailee Wong 
(a team-high 134 tackles) had an 
encouraging first season as the starter 
at middle linebacker, but he must 
improve as well. 

Veteran Ed McDaniel, meanwhile, 
accepted a pay cut in order to return 
and has seen better days. 

There are two wild cards in this 
group — Gabe Northern, who was 
ineffective as a defensive end last year 
but could share an outside spot with 
Sauer, and second-year player Anto- 
nio Wilson, a great athlete who may 
_ need more development. 


’ defensive backs 


The Vikings entered the summer 
signing period hoping 
to upgrade this area, but as of 
early spring they were hoping 
the addition of new coach 
Willie Shaw would do the trick. 

Tate seems a lock to start at 
one cornerback, but the Vikings 
will be looking for someone to 
start at the other corner. 

There were some indications 
that they would sign a free 
agent cornerback this summer. 


for the 


Otherwise, however, the ing offensive linemen 
Vikings will be looking for big during his 15-year 
improvement from youngsters career, In 1974, he 


Kenny Wright and Wasswa Ser- 
wanga. 

Both were given chances to 
earn significant playing time 
last season, and Serwanga was 
in the starting lineup in the 


playoffs. The Vikings like his 


Back In The Day 


Alan Page 


One thing is for cer- 
tain — Alan Page has 
always painted with his 
own brush. A lanky 225- 
pound defensive tackle 


Vikings' Purple People 
Eaters from 1967-78, 
Page dominated oppos- 


became the first defen- 
sive player ever to be named the locas MVP, and was 
elected to the Hall of Fame in 1988. 


Upon his retirement, Page graduated from the University of 
Minnesota Law School and is currently an associate justice 
on the Minnesota Supreme Court. He founded the Page 
Scholarship Foundation in 1988 and at 61 remains a trim 
200 pounds and has been known to run a marathon every 


2000 Revisited 


The Prophecy: “When healthy, (Robert 
Smith) is one of the most explosive backs 
in the league and is a threat to break a 
long run on each carry.” 
The Lie: “From the early looks of it, the 
2000 season has the makings of a 
rebuilding year in Minnesota.” 

—Athion Sports Pro Football 2000 


counting on him to be a full-time player after 
two consecutive injury-filled seasons. 

Tyrone Carter can play both safety posi- 
tions and is better suited as a backup/special 
teamer. 


specialists 

The Vikings’ kicking game remains in 
good shape. Gary Anderson has returned to 
his accurate self after a sub-par 1999 season. 
The NFL's all-time leading scorer added to his 
totals by hitting 22-of-23 field goals and 45- 
of-45 extra points in 2000. Green has com- 
plete confidence in him for attempts under 50 
yards. The Vikings also like Anderson as a 
directional kickoff man. 

Punter Mitch Berger has one of the 
strongest legs in the league and was the NFC’s 
leading gross punter in 2000, 

Troy Walters, a 5'7" speedster, excels 
returning punts (14.5-yard average) and kick- 
offs (23.1). 


Minnesota 


me ; now and then. 
competitiveness, but he has a 3 
long way to go. Career: 173 sacks, 28 blocked kicks, 23 fumble recoveries 
Strong safety Robert Griffith ey is ae = ae ean te tare tee 
ade the Pro Bowl last season Nowa Fort Gace actly mn 
made c 0 St Seaso : 1971 


and is the ream’s best defensive 
player, despite deficiencies as a 
one-on-one cover man. Min- 
nesota retained free safety 
Orlando Thomas bur is not 
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Shining Moment: Playing 236 straight games 
Darkest Hour: Ending his career without a Super Bow title. 
the Vikings went O-4 during his career. 


Today's market value: $4.5 million per year 
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Roster 2000 Team Stats 


Hoad Coach: Dennis Green (NFL Record; 96-60) RESULTS 
Offensive Coordinator; Sherman Lowis 
Defensive Coordinator: Emmitt Thomas 30-27 W Chicago 64,104 
13-7 W Miami 64,112 
NAME Pos HT WI EXP COLLEGE # 93-13 W at New England 60,292 
1 Arterson, Gary K 184 19 Syracuse 31-24 W at Detroit 76,438 
74 Badger, Brad 6 3124 Stanford 30-23 W Tampa Bay 64,162 
30 Barks, Antonio (R) te Yr 2s 3 Virginia Tech 28-16 W at Chicago 66,944 
5 Bercich, Pete (U) i: 248 «66 Notre Dame 31-27 w Buffalo 64,116 
le areata F rept Coors 1 43-41 L at Tampa Bay 65,589 
e Sti e ei : ey | 20-28 at Green Bay 59,854 
8 Bouman, Todt oe i 3 Cos ee Wy se yas 
8) Carter, Cris wR xB 14 oios. | Sit? OW Carolina 64,206 
37 Carter, Tyrone DS 156 2 Miresta 27-15 OW at Dallas 63,878 
Chemberain, Broa TE 2426 WameStited) | 24-17 W Detroit 64,214 
34 Chapman, Doug RB ay 1 vf Marsha! 29-40 L at St. Louis 66,273 
= 11 Culpepoer, Daunte 08 64° 206 2 Centra Forda 28-33 L Green Bay 64,183 
= 86 Dowie, Jobn (U) tT 64 271 5 Emooda St fF 10-31 OL at Indianapolis 56,672 
Randy Moss 71» Deen, Daxid G 65 38 7 Arzona St. | POSTSEASON 
2 24 Griffith, Robert oe Si 199 7 San Diego St 34-16 Ww New Orleans 63,881 
Outside the Huddle |iiatecgime-ibctberiercsd Crum ent aaa 
x ND, oT 62 -y Pel 2 ee 
83 Jacquet, Note WR 60" 185 4 SanDiepS LEADERS 
Nice start Randy Moss has had better produc- | 55 orton, Andrew TE 66" 283 6 Westen Carina I Passing: Daunte Culpepper, 474-297-3,937-16, 33 TDs 
tion in his first three seasons than any other Johnstone, Lance DE 64° 260 5 Temple Rushing: Robert Smith, 295 att., 1,521 yds., 7 TDs 
. ; : fs obert Sr tt., 1,524 yds., 7 TDs 
receiver in NFL history. His 226 catches, 4,163 | 61 Holy ews G 64 272 1 S.Cobast | pecening: Cris Ca ce oID 
yards and 43 touchdowns are all better than the | 4 Wensssse. tomy AB GF 279 2 NomhOweta Fo oer 2/23 Fos, 45/45 9 
numbers Jerry Rice compiled from 1985 through | 63 Lecna,coini)  G 63° 305 7 Austen (S$) yn ne ee 
4987. 76 Uwienssd, Chris T 6S 332 2 incfana | Punting: Mitch Berger, 62 punts, 44.7 avg. 
pet sas ha be k . Troy Walters, 30 ret., 23.1 avg. 
A big hole The Vikings return only one player | © LES ta Bai st F a) Pei | Pestecdepede:Ainasi o jpeg 
who had more than two sacks last season. | aaah Fares Ue 192 Te Neilneees 
Defensive end Talance Sawyer had six sacks, | ° “Westy! TE G8 27t 6 oe 
: . ' 31 Morgan, Don OB S11" is 2 Nevada ff Sacks: John Randle, § 
but he has lost his starting job, John Randle | 4, yw dao RB SLI" 229 «5 Aiba 
igh T f . SS ORTON, SeNOR a Interceptions: Kailee Wong, 2 for 28 yds., Robert Tate, 
(eight) and Tony Williams (four) are gone. 84 Moss, Randy wr 6's" 198 3 Marshat 
Stadium rumors During the off-season, the | 56 Netsen, im iB 61" 238 2 Poms 9.2% 12005. 
Vikings proposed a $500 million retractable roof | 90 Northen. Gabe) DE 63° 262 5 isu MINNESOTA OPP. 
stadium to be shared with the University of Min- | 51 Palmer, Mitch iB 6's" 259 3 Colorado St. ff Total First Downs 319 344 
nesota and located on the school's Minneapolis | 95 Pap, Bryce (U) LB G'S" 247 11 North iowa f Rushing 107 110 
campus. Their financing pian left $350 million to Read, Jake WR 6'3" 216 10 Grambling Keccly oe ape 
be raised publicly. The state legislature does not | % fetens. Fre AP SBS eel il erate : 
seem willing to ete: = sed onealesees ee idea’ ate Tne se ence ae sige ites Esfrcs Speke 
as 97 Sawyer, Tal DE 62" 268 2 UNL tlie . , 
Shaw factor The Vikings hope that new defen- | 5, saiacetorll aaa. (3 vor | 4th Down: Made/Ate 8/13 Asis 
sive backs coach Willie Shaw can dramatically | 99 cmph, Fenanco be 66" 287 7 Gener 4th Down Pet. 61.5 28.6 
improve their interception totals. In 2000, the | 77 swing, Korey yr 6a 380 e Ohio se. Possession Avg. 29:28 30:32 
; ; Tweet t Bilis * I Total Net Yards 5,961 5,701 
team had only eight picks, 28 Tate. R 510" 192 4 
2 ime, Robert DB 5°10" 192 Cincinnati AVE. Per Game 372.6 356.3 
Scoring alert Potential feature back Doug | 27 Thiodeou. Kein (k) 08 5'1° 192 3 Northwestern St Avg, Per Play 6.2 56 
Chapman did not receive a carry in 2000. But in | 42 Thomas, Orlando DB. 61" 222 6 ULtatetts F Net Yards Rushing 2,129 1,788 
four collegiate seasons at Marshall, he scored | 8! Wh'sh, Chas (U) WR 61" 205 8 Stanford Avg. Per Game 133.4 111.8 
55 rushing touchdowns and another six through | 82 Witers, Trey WA: ST 174 1 Stanford Avg. Per Attempt 5.0 4.5 
the air. 21 Wilhams, Moe RST om C5 Kentucky Total Rushes 428 396 
; 54 Wilson, Antonio (8 G1" 244 1 Rx AMOonmere Bf Net Yards Passing 3,832 3,913 
Money woes The Vikings have not signed a | 6 Wow Cory C 62 288 4 Washington st | Avg. Per Game 239.5 244.6 
player to a lucrative market-level deal in over tWO | 52 Wong. Keiee ig 62" 247 3 Stortord | Net Avg. Per Att. 7.7 6.7 
years, Defensive end Lance Johnstone signed @ | 2) wept. Ker D8 Git 205 2 Nevthmestem S: Sacked/Yards Lost 35/187 31/214 
one-year deal in the spring that will turn into a Gross Yards 4,019 4,127 
six-year, $30 million pact if he meets certain pro- | (U) - unrestricted free agente os of May 1 Att. /Completions 495/307 584/369 
duction levels. (Ri ~ restvicted free agents as of May 4 Completion Pct. 62.0 63.2 
Had Intercepted 18 8 
Punts /Average 62/44.7 65/39.9 
OFFENSE DEFENSE Penalties /Yards 106/908 404/747 
i 
©. Randy Moss Fernando Smith Seles es et a fe Pes 
me | Brad Badger Chris Hovan Rushing 14 17 
@ Chris Liwienski Fred Robbins Passing 33 23 
Matt Birk Lance Johnstone Misc 0 3 
L David Dixon Craig Sauer SCORING BY PERMODS:C11.G2/ G3. 04: OT FIS 
noun Korey Stringer Kailee Wong Vikings 81117 90 109 0.397 
— Byron Chamberlain Ed McDaniel hijesves ea Sees Dr II. 
> Cris Carter Wasswa Serwanga yernorece Naagnenae= = SP pbb. 
2 ow Daunte Culpepper Robert Griffith v : toe : 
© c innesota 8 10 18 18 10 28 -10 
=] Michael Bennett Orlando Thomas 
Sc Jim Kleinsasser Robert Tate RED ZONE 
Se Gary Anderson Mitch Berger Att Pts. TD. FG. TD 
aw Offense 46 218 25 14. 54.3 


Personnel changes made after May 1 may not be reflected 


Defense 62 281 32 20 «51.6 


ATHLONSPORTS.Com 191 


he Buccaneers are famous for kicking 

quarterbacks overboard, and their 

castaways never fail to make a big 
splash. Doug Williams, Steve Young and — 
wonder of wonders — even Trent Dilfer 
won Super Bowls after leaving Tampa Bay. 

So you can’t blame the Bucs for seeing 
how the rest of the NFL lives. Tired of wait- 
ing to develop Shaun King, the Bucs raided 
a few other teams for quarterbacks in the off-season. 

First, they claimed troubled Ryan Leaf off waivers from San 
Diego. Three days later, they signed veteran Brad Johnson to a 
five-year, $28 million contract. 

Even though King did an admirable job, Bucs players wel- 
comed the arrival of Johnson. 

“From what I sce offensively, what we needed the last two 
years was a consistent quarterback, someone who could come 
in week-in and week-out and play good football,” says Bucs 
running back Warrick Dunn, “If Shaun could've been more 
consistent in some games, we would have won a lot of games. 
But he wasn't, and coach (Tony) Dungy and the Bucs thought 
it was time to go after a quarterback.” 


7 


King went 15-9 as a starter in his first wo NFL seasons and 
even led the Bucs to a playoff win and a spot in the NFC 
Championship game as a rookie, His reward? Neither the pre- 
sent nor the future is promised to him anymore. 

Johnson will provide the Bucs with a precision passer whose 
career 61 percent completion percentage and extraordinary 
work habits finally give Dungy confidence in his quarterback. 

The hope is that Leaf will rediscover his game and resurrect 
his career. Whether he can remain content with being a 
backup, or possibly No. 3 on the depth chart, worries the Bucs. 
If it works, Tampa Bay will have a franchise quarterback for 
years to come. If Leaf fails, the Bucs still have King to turn to. 

“(Leaf) admitted to me he doesn’t know how he'll be if he 


2001 Draft 

1 Kenyatta Walker T Florida 

3 Dwight Smith CB Akron 

4 John Howell S Colorado State 

5 Russ Hochstein G Nebraska 

6 Jameel Cook Illinois 

6 Ellis Wyms Mississippi State 
7 Dauntaé Finger North Carolina 

7 Than Merrill Yale 

7 Joe Tafoya Arizona 


Impact 

The Bucs had such an enormously suc- 
cessful off-season that their biggest 
obstacle will be handling expectations 
as the favorite in the NFC. The most 
important addition was veteran quarter- 
back Brad Johnson, who spurned Balti- 
more and took less money to play for 
the Bucs. Tampa Bay bolstered an 
already stout defense with the addition 
of end Simeon Rice. 
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ends up on the bench,” Dungy says. “But 
we'll find out. He said ifhe thought it was fair 
and he ended up second or third, he'd be okay 
with it. So we'll see. 

“We've got three guys who have played a 
lot of games in the NFL, three guys we think 
can win.” 


The two-back system in Tampa Bay should be a thing of the 
past. Pro Bowl tailback Warrick Dunn finally convinced Bucs 
coaches that even at 5'8", he can carry the rushing load. 

During a four-game stretch when fullback Mike Alstott was 
injured, Dunn averaged 174 yards rushing per game — all vic- 
tories. He finished with 1,133 yards and a career-high eight 
touchdowns. 

That performance rendered Alstote as a glorified short- 
yardage back whose well-earned reputation for fumbling will 
likely keep him in the doghouse. 

The Bucs would like to use Alstott more in the passing 
game, the way they did when he caught 65 passes as a rookie. 
Johnson's ability to check down to his running backs should 
make that work. 

But make no mistake, the Bucs will still be a run-first team. 

“What I would like to see is more completions and more 
touchdowns with about the same number of passes,” says 
Dungy. 


Keyshawn Johnson's first year with the Bucs might not have 
been as spectacular as he'd hoped, but he kept things lively. 
Despite catching just one pass for one yard in a humiliating 
collapse to the Jets, his former team, Johnson rebounded to 
lead Tampa Bay in receptions (71), receiving yards (874) and 
touchdown catches (eight). 

Johnson should be better for many reasons in 2001. For 
starters, he has a quarterback who can get the ball to him. And 
the Bucs have learned to get him involved in the game 
early. “I think we know him better and I think he knows 
our offense better and those two things should help us,” 
says Dungy. 

Receiver Jacquez Green, the Bucs’ deep threat, showed 
flashes of brilliance last season. But he takes too many 
plays off and doesn't always finish routes. 

Former Florida teammate Reidel Anthony, a disap- 
pointment for most of his career with the Bucs, was an 
effective third receiver last season with four touchdowns in 
just 15 receptions. 


The Bucs upgraded their offensive line last season by 
signing two Viking free agents — center Jeff Christy and 
guard Randall McDaniel. Both returned to the Pro Bowl 
with Tampa Bay. 

The Bucs will need to be better at the tackle positions 
in 2001. Veteran Pete Pierson, a career backup, was pressed 
into starting service when Jason Odom was placed on 
injured reserve with a back injury that forced him to retire. 
Pierson alternated with another career reserve, George 
Hegamin, normally a right tackle. 

The Bucs lost guard Frank Middleton, a four-year 
starter, to free agency. But that was by design. He will be 
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Mike Alstott 
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replaced by former Tennessee star Cosey 
Coleman, the team’s second-round pick in 
2000. 

“I know a lot of people are panicked about 
our offensive line, but we're not in that 
group,” says Dungy. 


defensive linemen 


Third down will be a lot of fun for Tampa 
Bay’s defense this season. 

Added to a defense that produced a club- 
record 55 sacks a year ago is Pro Bowl defen- 
sive end Simeon Rice, who signed as a free 
agent, Rice, who averaged more than 10 sacks 
in his five seasons with the Cardinals, gives 
the Bucs a pure speed rusher on the right side, 
with Marcus Jones (13 sacks in 2000) shifting 
to left defensive end. 

OF course, the Bucs’ defensive line is 
anchored by Pro Bowl tackle Warren Sapp, 
who had a career-high 16.5 sacks last season, 
shattering the club mark of 13 held by Hall of 
Fame defensive end Lee Roy Selmon. 

Next to Sapp is Anthony McFarland, a 
developing star who is equally tough against 
the run or the pass. As a first-year starter, he 
had 6.5 sacks and took some double-teams off 


Sapp. 
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Rice, selected third overall by Ari- 
zona in the "96 draft, gives the Bucs 
four No. | picks on their defensive line. 


linebackers 

Speed kills and the Bucs have one 
of the NFUs fastest linebackers in 
four-time Pro Bowler Derrick Brooks. 
Perhaps the best open-field tackler in 
the league, Brooks leads a unit that is 
seldom out of position and equally 
adept against the run or the pass. 

Brooks has taken his game to 
another level. Not only does he con- 
tinue to average more than 180 tack- 
les per season, but he also has begun 
to produce big plays and turnovers. 

Fourth-year pro Jamie Duncan 
took over for veteran Hardy Nicker- 
son at middle linebacker last season 
and did an admirable job considering 
the cleats he had to fill. 

Duncan is used mostly on first 
down for run support, but he man- 
aged to intercept four passes, includ- 
ing one he returned for the Bucs’ only 
touchdown in a critical 
win at Miami. 


,2000 Revisited 
The Prophecy: “And no strong safety 
plays the run better than (John) Lynch, who 
finished with more than 100 tackles for 
the fourth straight year.” 
The Lie: *...(Hardy) Nickerson’s depar- 
ture leaves a big void in the leadership 
department.” 
—Athion Sports Pro Football 2000 


Tampa Bay's biggest loss was secondary 
coach Herman Edwards, now the head coach 


of the New York Jets. 
specialists 


Placekicker Martin Gramatica was named 
to his first Pro Bowl after he broke or tied six 
single-season records: points scored (126), 
field goals made (28), field goals of 50 or 
more yards (five), PATs made (42), PAT per- 
centage (100) and consecutive field goals 
(16). 

Punter Mark Royals returns after a charac- 
teristically solid season in which he averaged 
41.8 yards and nailed 18 punts inside the 20. 

The Bues lack a consistent kick returner 
and will search for one in the off-season. 


Shelton Quarles is 
the strong-side line- 
backer who remains on 
the field with Brooks in 
nickel situations. 

The Bucs also are extremely 


high on second-year pro Nate 
Webster. 


defensive backs 


Cornerback Donnie Abra- 
ham was the best player you'd 
never heard of until he finally 
was named to the Pro Bowl after 
tying for third in the NFL with 
seven interceptions last year. 

He also returned a blocked 
field goal for a touchdown at 
Minnesota and forced a fumble 
that was returned for another 
score by comerback Ronde Bar- 
ber against Chicago. 

The Bucs are more than sat- 
isfied with Dexter Jackson, who 
will replace Damien Robinson 
at free safety. 

Pro Bowl safety John Lynch 
anchors a secondary known for 
sure tackling and not allowing 
the big play in the passing 
game. Lynch was the Bucca- 
neers’ inspirational leader, play- 
ing most of the season with a 


dislocated shoulder. 


Bruce Sctwartrrnan 
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Back In The Day 


Lee Roy Selmon 

The first player ever 
selected the Bucs 
turned out to be the best 


in franchise history. 
Defensive tackle Lee Roy 


Selmon, an Outland and Fs 
Lombardi Trophy winner & 
at Oklahoma, was the § 
first overall player taken # 
in the 1976 draft. ? 
The Bucs never regret- § 
ted it as Selmon enjoyed H 
a Hall of Fame career 2 
that was shortened after 
nine seasons due to a back injury. 


Selmon's on-field contributions were matched only by his 
generosity off the field. He was a perennial contender for the 
NFL Man of the Year Award. 

The only Bues player inducted into the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame, Selmon took the responsibility of building the football 
program at the University of South Horida in Tampa as the 
school’s associate athletic director. 


Career: In a nine-year career, he recorded 742 tackles and a 
team-record 78.5 sacks. 


Pro Bowls: 6 (197984). 

Known for: Anchoring Tampa Bay's 1979 defense, recog- 

nized as one of the top defenses in NFL History 

Best season: 1979, when he was named the NFL's Defen- 

sive Player of the Year. 

Shining moment: Reaching the NFC Championship res in 
Buccaneer foot 


1979 in Just the fourth season of Tampa Bay 
ball. The Bucs lost to the Rams 9-0 in the title game. 


Darkest Hour: Injuring his back in the 1985 Pro Bowl, an 
injury which eventually led to his early retirement. 


Today’s Market Value: $4.8 million per year 
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Derrick Brooks 


Outside the Huddle 


Third time charm If bad things come in 
threes, it can't be good for the Bucs. Tampa Bay 
will have its third offensive coordinator and its 
third starting quarterback in as many seasons. 
From Mike Shula to Les Steckel to Clyde Chris- 
tensen, the Bucs are still searching for the right 
offensive scheme. Steckel was fired after just 
one season despite helping the Bucs set a fran- 
chise record for points scored with 388 and 
touchdowns with 43. Enter Christensen, the 
Bucs' former tights ends and quarterbacks 
coach who has never been an offensive coordi- 
nator in the NFL, Johnson replaces Shaun King, 
who replaced Trent Dilfer at quarterback. 

Red zone The Bucs were 42-0f-47 scoring 
inside the opponent's 20-yard line last season, 
including 27 touchdowns for a scoring percent- 
age of 89.4 and a TD rate of 57.4 percent (third 
in the NFC), Tampa Bay's defense only allowed 
a 40 percent TD success rate for opposing 
offenses in the red zone. 

The short of it The Buccaneers were one of 
the league's worst short-yardage teams of all 
time last season. In their six losses during the 
regular season, Tampa Bay converted just 3-of- 
21 third-down situations of one-to-three yards. 
The king is dead During their four-game losing 
streak, the Bucs were either tied or led in the 
fourth quarter of each game. But quarterback 
Shaun King struggled down the stretch in those 
games, going 20-0f-44 passing (45.4 percent) 
with a touchdown, two interceptions, a lost fum- 
ble and four sacks. 


OFFENSE 


Keyshawn Johnson 
Pete Pierson 
Randall McDaniel 
Jeff Christy 

Cosey Coleman 
George Hegamin 
Dave Moore 


lineup 


au Jacquez Green 
2& Bo Brad Johnson 

S Ss Warrick Dunn 

iy rj Mike Alstott 

= + Martin Gramatica 
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Head Coach: 
Offensive Coordinator. 
Defensive Coordinator 


Monte Kiffin 


NAME 


Abdullah, Rabih RB OS'T” 
Abraham, Donnie os 5'l 

Astor, Mike RS «Sit 
Arthory, Recel wR Si 
Barter, Ronde DB 5°10 
Brooks, Derrick 1B 6'0" 
Cannida, James oT 62 
Ctvisty, Jeff c 62 
Coleman. Cose'y 6 6s 
Curry, Detarcus tT ss 
Dardes, Chris WR 6's" 
Dogins, Kevin (U) c &i° 
Duncan, Jamie 1B 60" 
Dunn, Warrick RB S'S" 
Goecn, Dard oS é6i° 
Gooch, Jett iB Sit 
Gremetica, Martin K Ss 
Green, Jacquez WR 5'9° 
Hamiiton, Joe C6 510 
Hegamnn, George T 67 
jackson, Dexter ob 60° 
Johnson, Brad we 65° 
Jonnson, Keyshawn WR 6'4* 
jones, Marous CE 66° 
Kelly. Eran os Sil 
King, Shaun gs 60" 
Kot, Charies RS St" 
leat, Ryn we 65° 
Lynen, Jonn dS «62° 
McDaniel, Randall G 63s 
McFarland, Anthaey OT 60° 
McLaughlin, John DE 64 

Moore, Dave TE. 62 

Murphy. Frank RB «5°47 
Person, Pete T 6s 
Queries, Shaiton iB 6% 
Rice, Semeon db 6S 
Royals, Mark P 665° 
Saop, Warren OT 62° 

Singleton, Aishermond 1B 6'2" 
Spence, Blake (R) Te 64 

Stacker, Aaron RB «510 
Vance, Eric oe 62 
Washingion, Todd c 63 
Webster, Nate iB Siti 
White, Steve bE 62° 
Willams, Kart WR 5110 
Wunsch, Jerry tT 6S 
Yoder, Toss tr 6s 
Young, Floyd (Uj tS #60" 


~ nvestricted free agonts as of May 1 
~ restricted tree agents as of May < 


DEFENSE 


Marcus Jones 


Roster 


Tony Dungy (NFL Record 47-38) 
Ciyde Christensen 
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Anthony McFarland 


Warren Sapp 
Simeon Rice 


Derrick Brooks 


Jamie Duncan 


Shelton Quarles 
Donnie Abraham 


Ronde Barber 


Dexter Jackson 


John Lynch 
Mark Royals 


Exp 


COLLEGE 
Lehigh 

E Tennessee St 
Purdue 
Fors 
Virginie 
Fiorida St, 
Nevada 


Purdue 

Tex. AZM - Kirgs. 
Varderbit 
Florida St. 

use 

Austin Peay 
Kansas St 
Florida 

Georgia Tech 
NC State 
Ficride St 
Florida St. 
use 

North Carolina 
USC 

Tulane 

Virgin 
Washington St 
Stanford 
Arizona St. 
LSU 

Caltornia 
Paisburgh 
Kansas St 
Washington 
Vandertit 
Bros 
Apogachian St 
Miami 

Temple 

Oregon 
Westen filincs 
Vancorpit 
Vegnia Tech 
Mus 
Tennessee 

Tex. MAM - Kings. 
Wisconsin 
Varo 

Tex. ARM - Kings. 


LE 
NT 
DT 
RE 
WLB 
MLB 
SLB 
LCB 
RCB 
FS 
ss 
P 


Personnel changes mace after May 1 may not be refected. 
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2000 Team Stats 


RESULTS 

21-16 W at New England 60,292 
41-0 W Chicago 65,569 
31-10 W at Detroit 76,928 
47-21 LL New York Jets 65,619 
17-20 L at Washington 83,532 
23-30 iL at Minnesota 64,162 
14-28 L Detroit 65,557 
41-13 W Minnesota 65,589 
27-14 W at Atlanta 70,097 
20-15 W Green Bay 65,621 
10-43 iL at Chicago 66,944 
31-17 Ww Buffaio 65,546 
27-7 W Dallas 65,621 
16-13 W at Miami 74,307 
38-35 W St. Louis 65,653 

L at Green Bay 59,692 


at Philadelphia 65,813 


LEADERS 


g. 428-2332,769:13 


8 TDs 


. Ti rec., 874 yds., 8 TDs 
34 FGs, 42/42 XPs 


TAMPA BAY 


Total First Downs 275 283 
Rushing 111 64 
Passing 144 180 
Penalty 20 19 
3rd Down: Made /Att 66/198 74/225 
3d Down Pet. 33.3 32.9 
4th Down: Made/Att 5/12 12/20 
4th Down Pet. 417 60.0 

Possession Avg. 29:38 30:22 

Total Net Yards 4,649 4,800 
Avg. Per Game 290.6 300.0 
Avg. Per Play 4.8 46 

Net Yards Rushing 2,066 1,648 
Avg. Per Game 129.1 103.0 
Avg. Per Attempt 4,2 . 4.14 
Total Rushes 490 398 

Net Yards Passing 2,583 3,152 
Avg. Per Game 161.4 197.0 
Net Avg. Per Att. 6.0 5.3 
Sacked/Yards Lost 38/241 55/332 
Gross Yards 2,824 3,484 
Att./Completions 433/237 594/339 
Completion Pet. 54.7 57.1 
Had intercepted 13 25 

Punts/Average 85/41.8 89/40.0 

Penatties/Yards 82/702 95/688 

Fumbles/Ball Lost 16/11 26/16 

Touchdowns 43 29 
Rushing 18 12 
Passing i8 15 
Misc 7 2 

SCORING BYPERIODS Qi Q2 Q3 Q4 OT PTS 

Buccaneers 88 131 60 109 0 388 

Opponent 39. 79 53 92 6 269 

Tumovers: Takeaways Giveaways 

Int. Fum, Total int. Fum, Total Diff. 

Tampa Bay 25 16 41 13 44 24 +17 


RED ZONE 
Pts. TD. 
235 (27 
17918 


Att. 
47 
45 


FG. TD% 
415 57.4 
17 40.0 


Offense 
Defense 
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Buccaneer Magazine gives 
YOU the Inside Information 
necessary to follow the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers as 
they navigate their way to 
Super Bowl XXXVI. 


In Each Action-Packed Issue of Buccaneer Magazine: 
Game Coverage « Insider Columns ¢ Action Photos ¢ 
Expert Commentary ° Inside Information « Bucs 
Cheerleaders * Stats/Rosters * Player/Coach 
Features * X's and O's With Bucs Coaches ¢ Bucs 
Merchandise ¢ Fan Forum ¢ Draft/Free Agency News 
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Become A Bucs Insider! 
Subscribe Today! 
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alcons general manager Harold 
Richardson took arguably the most 
important phone call in franchise his- 
tory on April 20. The San Diego Chargers 
were gauging Atlanta's interest in acquiring 
the No. 1 pick in the NFL draft. 
Richardson wasted no time. He huddled 
quickly with his boss, coach Dan Reeves, 
who in turn held brief talks with vice presi- 
dent of football operations Ron Hill and team president Tay- 
lor Smith. 
Michael Vick was about to become an Adanta Falcon. 
“Players like him — guys who bring a total package of skill 
and speed and intangibles like intelligence — are rare, to say 
the least,” Richardson said. “But to get a young man like this 
at the beginning of his career is something you dont see very 
often.” 


Acquiring Vick, the 20-year-old phenom from Virginia 
Tech, was critical on several fronts, First and foremost, it 
allowed the Falcons to solidify the most important position on 
every football team. The selection of Vick also bought Reeves 
and some of his aging assistants an additional year or nwo of 
job security. 

Just mentioning Vick’s name meant immediate crossover 
appeal for a franchise that enters 2001 with a 9-24 record since 
winning the 1998 NFC championship, People were actually 
talking about scason tickets in April. 

Hype aside, Vick will have plenty of time to study. Chris 
Chandler is clearly the starter and will remain so if his offen- 
sive line can recover from two consecutive atrocious seasons. 
That Chandler will succumb to injury is a given, What's uncer- 
tain is whether Reeves will use Vick, a left-handed passer whose 
scrambling skills are reminiscent of Steve Young, in third-down 
situations early in the season. 

Debates surfaced immediately as to how long Reeves will 


2001 Draft 

1 Michael Vick QB 
2 Alge Crumpler TE 
4 Robert Garza c 
4 Matt Stewart LB 
5 Vinny Sutherland WR 
6 Randy Garner DE 
7 Corey Hall DB 
7 Kynan Forney T 
7 Ronald Flemons DE 
7 Quentin McCord WR 


Virginia Tech 
North Carolina 
Tex. A&M-Kings. 
Vanderbilt 
Purdue 
Arkansas 
Appalachian St. 
Hawaii 

Texas A&M 
Kentucky 


Impact 

With major problems on the OL and con- 
cerns with the.pass rush and at WR, the 
Falcons did little to address immediate 
needs. And the club did a poor job of using 
the draft spots it had; bringing Vick aboard 
and the money he’ commands all but 
exhausted Atlanta's cap room. The Fal 
cons’ only hope is to avoid injuries, which 
will give them a shot at a winning record. 
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wait before Vick takes over. A losing first 
month is likely, and the Falcons are notorious 
for raising the white flag before the halfway 
point. Look for Vick to be named the starter 
sometime prior to the bye week in late Octo- 
ber. 

The Falcons traded for Eric Zeier in 
March, though Reeves stopped short of nam- 
ing the former University of Georgia star his 
No. 2 quarterback. Reeves likes Doug Johnson, who started 
two December games as a rookie last year. Johnson, like Chan- 
dler, took some vicious hits and flashed considerable arm 
strength, but he also began each start by throwing interceptions 
that were returned for touchdowns. 


That Jamal Anderson returned from reconstructive knee 
surgery and managed to rush for 1,024 yards behind a lifeless 
offensive line was an amazing achievement. He scored six 
touchdowns and averaged a sad 3.6 yards per carry, but Ander- 
son flashed some of the form he showed in 1998, when he set 
an NFL record with 410 rushes and finished with 1,846 yards 
for the ninth-best season in league history. 

If Vick gets significant playing time, it will be interesting to 
see how that affects Anderson. His bruising style of running 
would complement Vick’s slashing cuts perfectly. 


Terance Mathis and Shawn Jefferson return as one of the 
league's most dependable tandems, but neither was properly 
utilized with Adanta quarterbacks getting turned into practice 
dummies most games. Only significant injuries can keep 
Mathis, 34, and Jefferson, 32, from playing. A bigger concern, 
though, is how they will hold up under the strain of another 
losing season. 

Both receivers are very emotional and both were clearly dev- 
astated when it became apparent many of their teammates had 
given up. 

Tim Dwight should be replaced by rookie Vinny 
Sutherland, a fifth-round pick from Purdue who is similar 
to Dwight in terms of speed and ability to take a hit. 

Jammi German, Brian Finneran and Eugene Baker 
return in backup roles, but Reeves has never been encour- 
aged enough to play any of them very much. New 
receivers coach Gary Stevens has high hopes for seventh- 
round draft pick Quentin McCord and two rookie free 
agents, Corey Brown and Shawn Mills. 

Reeves is infatuated with the tight end position, as wit- 
nessed by the curious second-round selection of Alge 
Crumpler. Reggie Kelly returns as the starter, with Brian 
Kozlowski as the backup. 


The offensive line is hands down the worst position on 
the team. Only left tackle Bob Whitfield, a Falcon since 
1992 who was re-signed two days after the season ended, 
is capable of earning a Pro Bowl spot. Whitfield, though, 
is a quiet leader, and the team may need more vocal lead- 
ership from him. 

Perhaps a bigger problem last year lay in the coaching; Art 
Shell finally resigned after directing a unit that helped the 
Falcons finish far back in the pack among NFL rushing 
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Chris Chandler 


attacks. Atlanta also gave up 61 sacks, second- 
most in the league, and led the league in sack 
yardage allowed (386). 

Former Reeves assistant Pete Mangurian 
takes over the line, which has a big job open- 
ing at center. Todd McClure, who replaced 
Calvin Collins after the eighth game, will be 
pushed by fourth-round draft pick Robert 
Garza and Matt O'Neal, who spent last year 
on injured reserve. 

The Falcons would love to get something 
from Anthony Redmon, who lost his right 
guard job to rookie Travis Claridge and was 
deactivated for the final 12 games. Right 
tackle Ephraim Salaam was hampered by a 
knee injury last summer and opened the year 
by sharing his job with Claridge. 

Collins returns as the starting left guard. 


Starting tackles Travis Hall and Shane 
Dronett and backup Ed Jasper comprise a 
very solid threesome, though Dronett will be 
returning from a knee injury that kept him 
out of the final 13 games last fall. 

The Falcons need to apply more pressure 
from the ends. Brady Smith, Patrick Kerney 
and Chuck Wiley combined for 11 sacks, 
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only one more than Chuck Smith 
averaged in his last five years with the 
Falcons. 

Randy Garner is a sixth-round 
draft pick from Arkansas who will try 
to take some plays at end. He will 
have the benefit of having played 
under new line coach Bill Johnson 
when both were with the Razorbacks. 
Johnson replaces longtime Falcons 
assistant Bill Kollar, who took a job 
with St. Louis. 


The Falcons’ defense and particu- 
larly their corps of linebackers could 
have played much worse after weak- 
side starter Keith Brooking suffered 
torn ligaments at the base of his toes 
and missed the last 11 games, Jessie 
Tuggle, the starting middle line- 
backer, suffered a torn MCL and was 
sidelined the last nwo months. 

Both are completely healthy and 
have capable support after Jeff Kelly, 
Mark Simoneau and 
Chris Draft all provided 
respectable showings as 
emergency _ starters. 
Kelly will continue to 


( : “His performance in tt 
first sik Wee ‘of the season will dete 
mine whether tackle Bob Whitfield 
offered a contract extension or allowed | 
leave as a free agent” 

je: “(The Falcons’ success i 
2000) hinges on Jamal Anderson and hij 
surgically repaired ah knee.” 


— Athlon Sports Pro Football 200: 


Bradford return as the starting safeties, wi 
Gerald McBurrows as their backup. Elij 
Williams is the No. 3 corner. 


Chris Mohr was signed to replace punt 
Dan Stryzinski, and Jake Arians, who spe 
last year on the practice squad, will be ch: 
lenged by Chad Holleman for the kickir 
job. Morten Andersen left as a free agent. 

Darrick Vaughn was a pleasant surprise 
a rookie. He led the NFL by averaging 27 
yards per kickoff return. Dwight will | 
replaced at punt returner by Sutherland, Ge 
man or the newly acquired Travis Jervey. 


| 
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back up Tuggle and 
Simoneau will remain 
behind Brooking. Henri Crock- 
ett’s starting job on the strong 
side is wide open, with Draft, 
Simoneau and fourth-round 
draft pick Matt Stewart of Van- 
derbilt the top candidates, 

Former linebackers coach 
Don Blackmon was promoted 
to coordinator after Rich 
Brooks resigned. Billy Davis 
was hired from Green Bay to 
take Blackmon’s place. 


Ray Buchanan and Ashley 
Ambrose were brilliant at times 
last year and were the league's 
leading cornerback tandem in 
interceptions near the midway 
point. A weak pass rush, how- 
ever, left them very susceptible 
to lethal attacks launched by the 
Rams, Broncos, 49ers and 
Raiders. 

Buchanan, who re-signed a 
few days before he became an 
unrestricted free agent, was the 
Falcons’ second-leading tackler 
with 79 solo stops. 


Marty Carter and Ronnie 
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The Falcons hope 
Michael Vick will play 
long enough to break 
some of the team 
records set by Steve | 
Bartkowski, the only 
other QB Atlanta chose 
with the No. 1 selection. 5 

In 1975, the Falcons 
picked Bartkowski, a 
golden-boy Cal, and LS 
labeled him the missing 
link to a winning tradi- 
tion. He helped the Falcons to a 14—13 victory in thelr first- 
ever playoff game in 1978 and two years later led them to 
the second-best season in franchise history, 

Bartkowski has remained highly competitive since retiring 
in 1987 after six knee operations and one season with the 
Rams. He is a scratch golfer, a founding member of the 
Celebrity Players Golf Tour and avid outdoorsman who has 
hosted shows on ESPN and TNN. 

Sareer: Completed 1,870-0f3,329 passes for 23,468 
yards and 154 TDs in 10 years with Atlanta. Spent 1986 
with the Rams, splitting time with Steve Dils and Jim Everett. 
Pro ibe Nis: 2 (1980-81) 

( : Big Ben Right Bartkowski hooked up with Alfred 
Seniane’on:a STverd bomb $0 beat the Saints with 19 ‘seo- 
onds remaining on Nov. 12, 1978. The pass was tipped by 
Wallace Francis before falling into Jenkins’ arms. 

Best > 1981 
saree’ moment: Secured the first division title in club his- 
tory by completing three touchdown passes in a 35-10 home 
gel over ae Francisco on Dec. 14, 1980. 

our: r: Getting released by the Falcons in midseason 
as coach Dan Henning made David Archer the starting QB, 


e: $5 million a year 
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Roster 2000 Team Stats 


Dan Reeves (NFL Record: 181-148-1) RESULTS 
ee te 36-28 W San Francisco 54,626 
14-42 L at Denver 75,466 
POS! (HT. WU" EXP) |) COMRGE: 8 /'45-10)) W) = \>-at-Carolina 73,025 
Settee cing ll fete yes St. Louis 58,761 
RAS one ia | 10-38 ok at Philadelphia 65,424 
Akins, Corey \B 60° 227 South Carolina 6i3 L New York Giants 50,947 
ee atc ene Pr paren Kot | 29-45 ob at St. Louis 66,019 

janks, Chris a" Xx x 
55 Boedano. Chis 1B G1" 28s SMU 19-21 L New Orleans 56,508 
23 Bractord, Ronnie ds 520° 158 Colorado 13-12 W Carolina 46,178 
- filer . ee br nara 14-27 L Tempa Bay 70,097 
Buchanan, Ray * f 
25 Carter, Marty DB 61 210 10 Mddetom, | 20-23 & at Detrot 14,909 
35 Carty, Johrxdale DB sO" 202 Utah St 6-16 L at San Francisco 67,447 
a Miwon te oh ces 1 Ar cin 14-44 -L at Oakland 55,175 
istian, it" 2 7 
74 Claridge, Tras G BS 308 usc J 20-30 Seattle 44,680 
Y 68 Collins, Calin ¢ 62° 310 Texas AAM 7-23, OL at New Orleans 64,900 
45 Downs, Gary RB 61" 210 NC State | 29-13 W Kansas Ci 41,017 
trance Mathis 54 Dealt. Chis (B Siti" 230 Startord y 
75 rorett, Shore oT 66 xO fous LEADERS 


86 Finneran, Bran 
87 German, Jammi 
98 Hall, Trevis 

64 Haller, Bob 

$5 Jasper, Edward 
84 Jefferson, Shaan 


Passing: Chris Chandler, 331-192-2,236-12, 10 TDs 
Rushing: Jamal Anderson, 282 att., 1,024 yds,, 6 TDs 
Receiving: Shawn Jefferson, 60 rec., 822 yds., 2 TDs 
Kicking: Morten Andersen, 25/31 FGs, 23/23 XPs 


Outside the Huddle 


itaggering results How could a franchise 
ver manage to fall 113 games under .500? It 


uo 
Ge 
- 
8 
Pe 


akes time, or in the Falcons’ case, 35 years. |. S\% basil tah be is Sein Punting: Dan Stryzinsii, 84 punts, 41.0 avg 
his is the organization that traded Gerald Riggs | 1) jonnson, Dou, 62" 26 Florida | Kickoff Ret.: Darrick Vaughn, 39 ret., 27.7 avg 
ind Brett Favre, a club that let Deion Sanders 55 _ Jordan, Antony 63" 240 Vondertit | Punt Ret.: Tim Dwight, 33 ret., 9.4 avg. 
gave as a free agent, watched Jeff George | 13 Keel Danny (¥) S32 215 PHOS v sies: Marty Carter, 86, 41 Solo 

Ve : ; Si Kely, ett 45 Kansas S Sey as Oy ee 
\umiliate himself and allowed Eugene Robinson | 55 Kae, Reape Bx 255 Sacks: Travis Hall, Brady Smith, 4.5 
o return after an infamous brush with Miami | 97 Kemey, Patrick 65" 272 Viginia TE et aaa Sab 


Interceptions; Ray Buchanan, 6 for 114 yds, 
ATLANTA 


85 Kozlowski, Brian 
81 Mathis, Terarce 
22 McBurrows, Gerald (U) 


lice. 
What might have been Had San Diego cho- 


~ 
POWOK BEAR WE KR UHR WON EH OHH ERE DNAE NON NM OE KH OOkRWOUWHON TSH DUH ODWOWWHH Hw 
2 


OPP. 


WR 
WR 
oT 
G 
oT 
wR 
8 
T 
A 
1B 
@ 
iB 
TE 
DE 
Te 
WR 
Da 
3en first overall, who knows what the Falcons | 62 ‘Owe, Todd c : isu ff Total First Downs 256 308 
night have done. Even the No. 5 overall pick | 7 rayeus Pelicm (Uj OE 6'S° Oregon St Rushing 65 113 
nad drawbacks. Coach Dan Reeves, smitten by | so torpor ioestioes cc Aieaine Alcea 1 3 
the size and skills of Texas tackle Leonard | 6 oneal met c 63° 278 Oklahoma pelle Made/Att. 57/197 71/198 
Davis, knew it would be a longshot to convince | 82 Phija«, Marerc WR B'S" 210 Troy St ¥ 2 
; Ong: ; i 3rd Down Pet. 28.9 35.9 
the Arizona Cardinals to trade down from their bid Hacenterall 2 ae vied ae 4th Down: Made/Att 6/13 41/18 
spot at No. 2. As it turned out, if San Diego had | ¢: pesmon, Anthony G 65" 308 fabum 4th Down Pet. 46.2 61.1 
taken Vick first overall, Davis, Florida defensive | 20 Rivers, Ron (U) RB. 58° 27 Fresno St. f Possession Avg. 29:35 30:25 
tackle Gerald Warren and Missouri defensive | 74 Sasem.Eptvem(R) 1 67" 305 Sen Diego St. ff Total Net Yards 3,994 5,607 
end Justin Smith would have been gone. |S Stesits = 8 G Gar eT Msssson | Ave. Per Game 249.6 350.4 
Atlanta had no reason to take TCU running back | 91 Smith, Brady DE 68° 270 Colorado St Avg, Per Play 4.3 oe 
LaDainian Tomlinson, who went fifth, with Jamal | 50 Smith, Brian Ta x f iis say Balint esky re ina 
i 43 Smith, Mauric RB BO" 2 NC. MAT . ; : 
Anderson coming off a 1,000-yard rushing sea- S3 Senda . anil axa ewtiae Fibs Avg. Per Attempt 35 a4 
son. 79 Tayler, Henry Dn 62 XB South Carctna Tota! Rushes 350 453 
Big turnout No one could have predicted how | 6 Thompson. Michael TOM" S18 Tennessee S. | Net Yards Passing 2,780 3,624 
much goodwill the Falcons generated by laying | .. Meee cae : rd 2 4 ieee Avg. Per Game 173.8 226.5 
claim to Vick. Sports talk shows buzzed with Uimer. Artie iB 62" 287 Valdosta St. Net Avg. Per Att. BA. he 
excitement. More than 6,000 fans showed up | 37 \sxho, Derick DB S'is* 190 SW Texas St reir Ohne tos cn ee of as 
for the draft-day party the club hosted atitsnew | 2 erga A! wie ae Saat oS ne ° Wonecletions 514/285 515/306 
headquarters in Flowery Branch — an amazing | 9; Wisams, Ejoh DB S110" 180 Ronda Completion Pot. 55.4 59.4 
turnout when you consider the team expected a Zeler, Eric QB 61" 214 Georgia Had Intercepted 20 15 
crowd of no more than 1,500 seasonticket ; aK Punts /Average 85/40.6 70/41.9 
holders. plitpesentenp bennett Penalties /Yards 97/720 122/1,010 
ST es : Fumbles/Ball Lost 27/14 18/10 
Touchdowns 25 46 
OFFENSE DEFENSE pare a 6 
assi) 
Se. Shawn Jefferson 91 moe = Mise 5 7 
= | Terance Mathis kee: He s SCORING BY PERIODS Qi Q2 Q3 Q4 OT PTS 
a Bob Whitfield ane Vrone Falcons 50 75 57 70 0 252 
Calvin Collins Patrick Kerney Opponent 97134 91 91 0 413 
| Todd McClure Keith Brooking Turnovers: Takeaways Giveaways 
© ont Travis Claridge accra ain Int. Fum. Total Int. Fum. Total Diff. 
oo Ephraim Salaam Atlanta 145 10 25 20 14 34 9 


en} Reggie Kelly Ashley Ambrose 

08 Chris Chandler Ray Buchanan ZONE 

2 = Jamal Anderson eveahld gecko Att. Pts. TD. Fa. DX 
vase Be Bob Christian psig tt = Offense 37 181 13 13 354 
4 Jake Arians Defense 55 243 26 20 47.3 


Parsonnel changes made after May 1 may not be refected 
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Ihe Carolina Panthers havent given up 
on the 2001 season, but they certainly 
have made some radical changes based 

on their new philosophy. 

Long known as an impatient team that 
believed it could buy a championship in the 
off-season by emptying team owner Jerry 


Richardson's wallet, Carolina has decided 


gle season. 

Lewis is a better runner than Beuerlein, | 
not nearly as accurate of a passer or as gc 
of a team leader, He will have to prove hi 
self in both categories to keep the job. 

The athletic Craig has been a fan favor 
because of his occasionally dazzling, but sy 
radic, preseason play. Craig played a little t 


i 


| 
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7 


that approach doesn’t work any more. 
Instead, the club has vowed to build with youth and take its 
lumps when necessary. 

“Last year we went for it,” coach George Seifert says, refer- 
ting to a 2000 season in which the Panthers spent wildly but 
only finished 7-9. “This year our approach will be handled 
very differently.” 

The most striking example of that difference: Seifert 


back last season as Carolina tried to finc 
way to get him on the field. Lytle is a left-handed quarterbz 
who can also run a little, but he would be a long shot for t 
starting job. 
Weinke is like a ready-made veteran, given his age, matur 
and big-game experience, and he might get a shot to cc 
tribute. 


+) 


ia Pa 


released quarterback Steve Beuerlein, who probably had at 
least one decent season left. The Panthers plan to let one of a 


The Panthers’ expectations for running back Tshiman 
group of young quarterbacks win the job in training camp. 


Biakabutuka keep getting thwarted, so this season it may 


f 


| 


Jeff Lewis goes in as the No. | starter, but he will have to out- 
perform Dameyune Craig and Matt Lytle to ensure he keeps 


time for a new No. | feature back. 
The injury-prone Biakabutuka has never had the 1,000-ya 


0) | 


the job. And don't forget about draft pick Chris Weinke, who 


season Carolina expected when it drafted him No. 8 overall 
could contend for time. 


1996, In fact, he’s never even had a 750-yard season. Last ye 


f 


“We're going to create more urgent play,” Seifert says, adding 


was another disappointment. 
= that no job is safe. Given what has happened in the off-season, The backfield could get a complete overhaul if Seife 
A with the release of high-profile veterans like Beuerlein, fullback — decides to go with youngsters Brad Hoover at tailback an 


William Floyd and comerback Eric Davis, everyone is taking 


Chris Hetherington at fullback. Hetherington is alikely starte 
Seifert at his word. 


He is a younger and cheaper version of salary-cap ‘casualt 
William Floyd with his bruising blocking style. Hoover, a 
undrafted rookie, inspired chants of “Hoov, Hoov!” with 
117-yard rushing performance on Monday Night Football, bt 
looked average otbereiee: He is slower than Biakabutuka bu 
more of a north-south runner. 


& 


et vino alen 


Lewis’ surprising ascension to the No. 1 quarterback spot 


was basically by default. Seifert decided that if the Panthers 
were truly going to build for the future, they had to start by fig- 
uring out what they had in their next wave of quarterbacks. 

Beuerlein had a Pro Bow! season in 1999, but faltered in 2000  '©& 
behind a terrible offensive line. He was sacked 62 times, the 


The Panthers’ strongest offensive position will be countec 
second-most sacks any NFL quarterback has absorbed in a sin- 


on for major production. Wide receiver Muhsin Muhammad 
who tied Marvin Harrison for the NFL lead with 102 
receptions last season, is one of the league’s best. Muham- 
mad is a big, physical receiver who can overpower defen- 
sive backs in a fight for the ball. 

Tight end Wesley Walls had made the Pro Bowl in each 
of his first four seasons, but missed the second half of 2000 
with major knee surgery. At 35, Walls is a question mark 
to produce another great year this season, but he still sports 
the best hands on the team. 

Receiver Patrick Jeffers, like Walls, is returning from 
major knee surgery. Jeffers missed the entire 2000 season, 
but with an expected full recovery he will give the Pan- 
thers another tall receiver who can run. Donald Hayes, 
who played well in Jeffers’ place last season (926 receiving 
yards), will likely step back to the No. 3 receiver. Hayes 
will still see plenty of action since Seifert favors three- 
wideout sets. 


2001 Draft 
1 Dan Morgan 
2 Kris Jenkins 
3 Stevonne Smith WR 
4 Chris Weinke QB 
5 Jarrod Cooper Ss 
6 Dee Brown RB 
7 Louls Williams OL 
7 Mike Roberg TE 


LB 
DT 


Miami 
Maryland 
Utah 

Florida State 
Kansas State 
Syracuse 
LSU 

Idaho 


Impact 

The Panthers have tried to get younger and 
to get a better offensive line this season, 
signing likely their best offensive lineman 
ever in Steussie. They believe that Morgan 
has the potential of the Dolphins’ Zach 
Thomas and will start immediately. The 
wild card here is Weinke, who will turn 29 
in training camp but might just start for the 
Panthers before the season is over. Third- 
round draft choice Smith is an exciting 
player who should contribute immediately 
as a kick returner. 
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The weakest position on the team in 2000 has under- 
gone a major facelift and was the beneficiary of almost all 
of Carolina's reduced amount of free agent spending. Hop- 
ing to improve its pass blocking, Carolina signed three 
new starters for 2001— left tackle Todd Steussie, center 
Jeff Mitchell and right guard Kevin Donnalley. The three 
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Tim Biakabutuka 


should provide Lewis the sort of protection 
Beuerlein rarely had. Steussie, a technician 
with decent athleticism, is likely the best line- 
man Carolina has ever employed. 

Right tackle Chris Terry, who has quick 
feet and some potential, may be the only 
starter back from last year. Left guard is a 
question and will be filled cheaply, probably 
by the winner of the Bryan Stoltenberg-Jamar 
Nesbit competition. 


defensive linemen 
The Panthers’ biggest find on the defensive 


line in recent years has been one of their least- 
publicized acquisitions. Right end Jay 
Williams, in his first season with Carolina, led 
the team with six sacks and may anchor that 
position for years. Although Williams’ sack 


total was modest, it eclipsed the total of 


highly publicized free agents Reggie White 
and Chuck Smith. 

White has retired — for good, he says — 
while Smith may never recover from an 
arthritic knee condition. 

Defensive tackle Sean Gilbert still doesn’t 
make nearly enough big plays to justify the 
two No. | draft picks Carolina gave up to sign 
him in 1998. But he's the best interior tackle 
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on the team; journeyman Tim Mora- 
bito is exclusively a run-stuffer. The 
left end position will likely be filled by 
general disappointment Jason Peter, a 
former No. 1 pick in 1998 whose 
career has been plagued by neck prob- 


lems. 


linebackers 


On a mediocre unit, Lester Towns, 
a seventh-round draft choice, was the 
story in 2000. He became the team’s 
only rookie starter, at middle line- 
backer, and showed a nice knack for 
finding the ball-carrier by finishing 
fourth on the team in tackles. 

Rookie Dan Morgan will likely 
step in to play middle linebacker. The 
Panthers love his toughness and liken 
him to a young Zach Thomas in the 
middle, 

Hannibal Navies will likely assume 
an outside starting position after play- 
ing well in a reserve role last season. 
The versatile but not overly athletic 


2000. Revisited 


The Prophecy: “(Steve) Beuerlein he 
four minor off-season operations. . .That 
why they are grooming two young quarte 
backs — Jeff Lewis and Dameyune Cra 
— as future replacements. Both are mor 
mobile than Beuerlein.” 
The Lie: “Reeves, Vermeil, Seifert. 
Panthers Super Bowl follows the pa 
tern.” 

— Athion Sports Pro Football 200 


Rashard Anderson and Deon Grant. And 
son may be switched to his collegiate po 
tion of cornerback if he can’t beat out Grat 


specialists 


John Kasay missed his second straight se 
son in 2000 with a leg injury, so his return 
full-strength is still a question. The Panthe 
xambled by letting Joe Nedney — a valia: 
replacement last season — leave via fr 
agency. Kasay will be crucial to this team. 

The Panthers weren't satished with punt 
Ken Walter and released him, bringing aboat 
Todd Sauerbrun. He's coming off a 44.6-yar 
average with the Chiefs. 


Dean Wells can play 
_ inside or out and will 
= probably battle Navies 
for the start at weak- 
side linebacker. The 
: Panthers need to locate 

some more depth here 
at what ranks as their thinnest 
position. 


defensive backs 

Jimmy Hitchcock vaults into 
a starting position because Eric 
Davis — probably the team's 
best cornerback — was cut. 
Davis departs after a career that 
saw him post five interceptions 
in each of his five seasons. 
Hitchcock has long been 
known as a player who makes 
big plays, but also allows them. 
Doug Evans will start on the 
other side at cornerback. He 
had a decent year in 2000 and 
has regained some of his confi- 
dence. 

Carolina spent big to retain 
strong safety Mike Minter, a 
vicious run-stopper who led 
the team in tackles and may 
have been the defense’s MVP 
last season, 

He will start alongside a yet- 
to-be-determined free safety 
— most likely the winner of 
the contest between the top 
two picks in the 2000 draft, 
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Back In The Day 


Sam Mills 


In the Carolina Pan- 
thers’ brief history, only 
one man has played well 
enough to get his own 
full-sized statue stand- 
ing outside the stadium 
and a place in the 
team’s Hall of Honor — 
linebacker Sam Mills. 

Mills played only the 

tail end of his career in 
Carolina, starting for 
three seasons and in 50 , 
Straight games as middle linebacker for the Panthers from 
1995-97. He was the defense’s heart, leading the team in 
tackles in almost every game and lifting the Panthers to their 
greatest heights. 

Mills now coaches his old linebacker position for the Pan- 
thers and lives in Charlotte. He and his wife Melanie have two 
sons and two daughters. 

Career: 1,319 tackles, 20,5 sacks, 11 interceptions, four 
TDs, 1986-97 NFL, 1983-85 USFL 

Pro Bowls: 5 (1988-89, "92-93, '97) 

Known for: Tenacity, leadership and consistency. Mills 
started 173 of a possible 181 games in his career. 

Best season: 1996. Mills became the spirit of the Pan- 
thers’ superb defense, made his final Pro Bowl and partici- 
pated in the first and only playoff win of his life. 

Shining moment: in 1995, playing for the expansion Pan- 
thers against the New York Jets, Mills triggered Carolina's 
first-ever win with a 36-yard TD return off an interception of a 
shovel pass. 

Darkest hour: Mills’ final season was disappointing, as a 
Carolina team coming off an NFC championship game berth 
in 1996 fell to 7-9 in ’97. 

Today's market value: $4 million per year. 
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Michael Mo 


Roster 2000 Team Stats 


Head Coach: George Seifert (NFL Record: 123-52) RESULTS 
Offensive Coordinator Richard Williamson 
Defensive Coordinator: John Marshall 17-20 L at Washington 80,257 
38-22 W at San Francisco 66,879 
NO” NAME POS MT Wr EXP COURSE § 40-45 LL Atlanta 73,025 
46 Anderson, Rashard oS 627 a ft Jackson St. 
24 Bates, Michaet (U) RB. 810" 189 «8 Afzona eae mecrite i 
2t Biakshetuka, Tin Rm 60° 5 Michigan 26-3 Ww Seattle 72,192 
31 Booth, Tony DB «6'I" 1 James Madison 6-24 L at New Orleans 50,015 
r etc oe ae | Nee 34-16 W San Francisco 73,169 
66 Campbel, Matt (U) «G64 6 SowthCaving J 12-43 L at Atlanta 46,178 
58 Chiktress, 0 iB 6 2 Clemson 27-24 W at St, Louis 66,048 
Fe ee e poe : foun f 10-20 L New Orleans 72,981 
ae pase lente 1 6r 5° Sothteoina YW 17-31. OL at Minnesota 64,208 
Donnaliey, Kevin G 6S 10 North Carolina 31-14 W Green Bay 73,295 
alee peal kot a ee | 16-3 W St.Louis 73,358 
27 Grant Deon DB OB?" i rvesses | 14-15. at Kansas City 77,481 
4 50 Green, Lamont iB 63" i Fiorida St 30-22 W San Diego 72,159 
Wesley Walls ryaneontegs Pam ret stay bo ae Oatdend S0,587 
28 Harper, Deveron oe 511° i Nove Dame 
. 51 Hawkes, Michael 1B 60" 1 Wegnia Tech 
0) i Hayes, Donetd wR 64" 3 Wisconsin 
utside the Huddle |) es 
37° Hitchcock, Jimmy DB 54 6 — North Carolina 
Trial by fire Much of the latter half of the Pan- | 10 Hood, Kerry wi 60" 1 Soh Canina 
thers’ season was overshadowed by the murder [7 [9o™. o™ seas Sole : expats 
trial of former No. 1 pick Rae Carruth, whoeven- | 75 jones kro t 63 i ened 
tually avoided the death penalty and was sen- | 83 Jeffers. Patrick WR 63" 5 Vegnia 
‘ : . 4, ow p f 4 hand 
tenced to at least 18 years in prison. This year a pear eee uv : a mee z Hheadtypo 
may bring another high-profile trial during the | 4 Kasam ken K 540" 198 10 “Georg 
season — Deidra Lane, the wife of former Pan- Kyle, Jason 1B 83 242 6 Arizona St 
ther running back Fred Lane, is accused of i rps a 8 ae a : ee 
killing Lane during a domestic dispute. =e reg tor 8 6é as Piste 
The replacements It remains to be seen | % Marpzn. Kes (R) Te G4 an 2) Mane OPP, 
where Carolina's offense will come from this | 23 robes rast Stwisear ilgili rene te ok | Total First Downs 304 
season. Quarterback Steve Beuerlein | a) sinter. hie DB S40" 188 «4 Nebraska Rushing 63 107 
accounted for a higher percentage of his team's Mitchell, Jott i (ee) 4) a Sasi an ses 
H pais 90. Morebito, Tim oT 83° 29 on College 
offense than any other playerinthe NFL—75.3 | 57 iia Muiwin WR 62 217 5  Mengmse 1 3rd Down: Made/Att 78/198 90/208 
percent. Second was San Francisco quarter- | 53 Navies, Hannibal 1B 62" 240 2 Colorado 3rd Down Pct. 39.4 433 
back Jeff Garcia (75.1) and third was Philadel- | 62 Nesbt. Jamar G 64" 330 2 South Carcina 4th Down: Made/Att 8/14 6/19 
phia quarterback Donovan McNabb (74.6). | 87 fus.jmen DE 64 5 8 Meas Hash Down Pet. ta ae 
Red Zone blues One area Carolina will con- | 56 Reid, Spercer(h) 1B 6:1" 287 3 pyu. | Possession Avg. 29:54 30:06 
centrate on during much of the preseason is ” ice Darien R) bs Pe zi 3‘ Atona St. Ls eet reas tase 
; . . 4 nson, Eugene (U) 0 ba" 2 16 Avg. K r 
2 | 93 Sem, Cech DOE 62 22 9 Net Yards Rushing 1,186 1,944 
In touchdown percentage, Carolina was 29th of Saverbeun, Too , 5:10" 209 6 West Vigieia y pegs ae 74.4 1215 
31 teams, only scoring TDs 38.6 percent of the | poneser Ngee cuenes = z versates Avg. Per Attempt 3.3 46 
time (22 of 57). 70 Yeery, Cris tT @3 25 2 Georga Total Rushes 363 426 
hammad roli wi 57 Toans, Lester i St 22 1 Washingin 9 Net Yards Passing 3,468 3,712 
Muh is Sharp(e) Carolina wide. |) Nine ae WR 8s 212 1 — Syanse | Avg. Per Game 216.8 232.0 
receiver Muhsin Muhammad is the most CON- | 73 tigen. Mohan (Uy or 66 305 4 Senaak Net Avg. Per Att 641 67 
sistent weapon on the offense. In 2000, he | 69  Lxeeoke, neo) WR 62 198 5 Calitynia p : ; 
g wel aap ep aticoan) ta eres Sacked/Yards Lost 69/382 27/226 
became the first player to lead the NFC in recep- PF vane ee. Sm pss on Gross Yards 3,850 3,938 
tions in consecutive seasons since Sterling: | 53” Wars. jay DE wae 280 B.— “vik Forest Att./Completions 566/340 552/352 
Sharpe did so for Green Bay in 1992 and '93. | 6 Wison, Gils DE 62° 282 1 Souther Completion Pet, 60.4 63.8 
Muhammad has 198 catches over the past two Had Intercepted 19 17 
seasons and has gone over 1,000 yards receiv. | \)~ “vesttel tree agents hide’ a Punts /Average 66/37.3 58/39.8 
ing two years in a row, Wie FOBr ee ee Suen Se eas Penalties/Yards 84/683 128/1,073 
Fumbles/Ball Lost 25/16 37/21 
Touchdowns 31 35 
OFFENSE DEFENSE Rushing 7 12 
Passing 19 i9 
87 Muhsin Muhammad WR 97 Jason Peter Misc 5 4 


Todd Steussie Brentson Buckner SCORING BY PERIODS Q1 Q2 Q3 4 OT PTS 
Jamar Nesbit Sean Gilbert Panthers 78106 60 66 0 310 
Jeff Mitchell Jay Williams Opponent 46108 70 83 3 310 
Kevin Donnalley Hannibal Navies Turnovers: Takeaways Giveaways 

Chris Terry RT Lester Towns Int. Fum. Total Int. Fum. Total Diff, 
Wesley Walls TE Dan Morgan Carolina 17 21 38 19 16 35 43 
Patrick Jeffers WR Jimmy Hitchcock 


ineup 


ted 


a Jeff Lewis QB Doug Evans RED ZONE 
: Ss Chris Hetherington FB Mike Minter Att. Pts. 1D. FQ. D% 
Sa Tshimanga Biakabutuka RB Rashard Anderson Offense 57221 22 22 386 
ibs John Kasay K Todd Sauerbrun Defense 61 198 21 17 34.4 


Personne! changes made after May 1 may not be reflected, 
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ne thing is for sure. Jim Haslett is 

not about to sit on any Coach of the 

Year laurels. The second-year Saints 
boss isn’t satisfied with the New Orleans’ 
10-6 record, or the team's second-ever NFC 
West tide, or its win in the playoffs over 
West rival St. Louis. 

“LT can't tell you if there’s an odds-on 
favorite in the NFC,” says Haslett, “but I 
think we can be one of the elite teams in the league. Sure, we 
have a way to go, but we have a good nucleus. We have our 
offensive and defensive lines back intact and we've only lost one 
starter on defense.” 

What Haslett liked especially about last season was the way 
everyone pulled together when a rash of preseason injuries cost 
the club four starters, a misfortune followed by the exit of the 
heart of the offense, Ricky Williams and Jeff Blake. 

“The way some guys came in and stepped up really helped 
on the confidence end,” says Haslett. “The challenge coming 
to us is playing a first-place schedule. Still, we can look back to 
last season and see how tough it was, having to play the Rams 
three times in our last 10 games. We played the Raiders, the 
Broncos and we played the 49ers when they were hot. So that 
should give us confidence.” 


A controversy? 

Can Jeff Blake, who broke his foot in November, get his job 
back from Aaron Brooks, who threw for nine TDs and 1,500 
yards over the final six games of the regular season? 

“We'll see how Jeff comes back from that broken foot,” says 
Haslett. “All I know is Jeff helped take us to six straight victo- 
ries when he got hurt. As for Aaron, he proved he has a major 
league arm and he can run like a gazelle. The players liked the 
way he came in and took over. So it’s going to be interesting.” 

Haslett figures it will be something the preseason will 
answer. Blake had posted his best quarterback rating in a nine- 


2001 Draft 

1 Deuce McAllister RB 
3 Sedrick Hodge 

3 Kenny Smith 

4 Moran Norris 

5 Onome Ojo 

6 Mitch White 

7 Ennis Davis 


Ole Miss * 
North Carolina 
Alabama 
Kansas 
Cal-Davis 
Oregon State 
USC 


Impact 

On the hunt for a wide receiver, the 
Saints could not pass up McAllister with 
the 23rd pick. In choosing the all-pur- 
pose running back/return specialist, 
coach Jim Haslett was sending a mes- 
sage to Ricky Williams that his third 
season could be his last as a Saint. 
Beginning with the fleet-footed McAllis- 
ter, GM Mueller drafted for depth as 
well as speed, nailing a 4.4 linebacker 
(Hodge), a 289-pound DT who runs 5- 
flat (Smith) and a fullback (Norris) who 
has been clocked in 4.6. 
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year career and had earned NFC Player of the 
Week honors in Week 10 before he fractured 
and dislocated his right foot against Oakland 
in the Superdome. 


Ricky Williams, who became Mike Ditka’s 
one-man draft two years ago, has not 
endeared himself to Haslett. First, Williams 
didnt show up for the team’s voluntary off-season conditioning 
program, then he suggested he might give baseball another try. 

Williams was sidelined by a broken ankle for seven games 
last year after a rookie season in which he missed four games 
due to elbow, ankle and toe injuries. 

“We all want to see what Ricky can do in a full season, 
healthy and at his best,” says Haslett. “Ricky is smart and he's 
tough. I think he has a great career in front of him provided he 
can stay healthy and dedicated.” 

Possibly sending a not-so-subde message to Williams, the 
Saints drafted Ole Miss’ multi-purpose back Deuce McAllister 
with the 23rd pick. He should get an early opportunity to con- 
tribute. 

At fullback, Haslett is looking to Terrelle Smith, one of only 
two fulltime rookie starters last year, to overcome a December 
back injury. Just in case he doesn't, the Saints drafted speedy 
fullback Moran Norris from Kansas. 


Last year the buzz was the much-needed speed free agent Joe 
Horn would bring to the position. This year, the Saints have 
added another speedy receiver, former Washington Redskin 
Albert Connell, who caught 39 passes for 762 yards and three 
scores in 2000. 

“We felt Albert was the best fit for us and will make an 
immediate impact,” general manager Randy Mueller said 
after signing Connell to a five-year contract. “He and Joe will 
help us stretch the field. We felt he was the best wideout on 
the market.” 

Horn was voted the Offensive MVP by his teammates 
after a season in which he set club records for catches and 
yards and came up with three consecutive 100-yard-plus 
games. He wound up replacing an injured Randy Moss on 
the NFC Pro Bowl Team. 

“Joe got everyone fired up,” says Haslett. “He brings 
more to a team than speed. 

At tight end, all eyes will be on Cam Cleeland, who 
missed all of last season with a torn Achilles tendon. A 
second-round pick in '98, Cleeland showed good hands 
and an ability to become an inside passing threat during 
his first two seasons, at a time when the Saints’ quarter- 
back position was a revolving door. He could prove more 
damaging with either Brooks or Blake throwing in his 
direction. 


Seven-time Pro Bowler Willie Roaf and fourth-year 
workhorse Kyle Turley give the team as good a tackle tan- 
dem as there is. With Wally Williams, Chris Naeole, and 
Jerry Fontenot on the inside, Haslett has a cohesive group 
that hung tough as the club made its surprise run into the 
postseason. 

Turley has become more than the emotional leader. 
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Wise 


1 


Ricky Williams 


Joe Horn 


“He'd be a unanimous Pro Bowler if only the 
coaches voted,” says Haslett. “He grades out 
better than anyone. I know I wouldn't trade 
him for anyone.” 

Some consider him the league's most 
despised player. Falcons’ tackle Ephraim 
Salaam, a former teammate at San Diego 
State, says, “He's crazy. He likes to aggravate 

ple.” 

Roaf, who plays the position (left tackle) 
Turley played throughout college, is a big fan. 
“If you go down an alley, you want Kyle with 
you. You don’t have many tackles who've 
played more consistently than Kyle has in his 
first three seasons.” 
defensive linemen 

Joe Johnson and Darren Howard return on 
the outside; Norman Hand and La'Roi 
Glover are back in the middle. Welcoming 
back his front four makes Haslett a happy 
coach, And why shouldn't he be? 

Johnson was the NFL’s Comeback Player 
of the Year, returning from a major knee 
surgery that completely erased his 1999 sea- 
son to become the most consistent of the 
down linemen. 

Howard, the Saints’ 2000 second-round 
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pick, played like the first rounder 
they believed he was, twice earning 
NFC's Defensive Rookie of the 
Month honors. 

Hand, an early free-agent signee, 
did what he was brought in to do — 
use his 310-pound bulk to plug the 
middle. Hand’s work helped free up 
Glover, who used his quickness and 
skills to get to the quarterback, over 
and over again. Glover recorded 17 
sacks, the second-highest total by a 
tackle in NFL history. 


The big question for New Orleans 
is whether middle linebacker Charlie 
Clemons can live up to expectations 
after Achilles surgery erased his 2000 
season. 

The Saints are expecting Clemons 
to make fans forget the loss of Mark 


cap problems and found his way to 


Fields, who was waived because of 


contract extension from Mueller, who cited 
Mathis’ “leadership and value as a kick 
returner.” 

Knight, in addition to leading the team in 
tackles and interceptions (five), excelled on 
special teams. 


Toby Gowin had a solid year, punting fora 
41.1-yard average and handling the kickoff 
chores, The release of Doug Brien, who 
joined the team as a free agent in 1995, clouds 
the placekicking situation. Jon Hilbert, who 
kicked for Louisville, was signed by the Saints 
after being released by the Cowboys. 


and Darrin Smith. 

Mitchell was twice 
named NFC Player of 
the Week and finished 
a solid year with a 
career-high 6.5 sacks to 
go along with 94 tackles. 
Smith, meanwhile, was the 
club's second-leading tackler 
last year with 113. 


Ric Fogel/Sportiolio 


The news in the Saints’ sec- 
ondary is the arrival of free 
safety Jay Bellamy, signed away 
from Seattle to a four-year $4.4 
million contract after a season 
in which he picked off four 
passes and returned them for 
132 yards. “I promise you I'm 
going to enjoy playing behind 
that front four,” Bellamy says. 

The two starting corners, 
Fred Weary and Kevin Mathis, 
return, as does strong safety 
Sammy Knight. Weary was 
having a banner year (48 solo 
tackles, wo interceptions) 
before a November knee injury 
ended his season. The tough, 
5'9" Mathis, acquired in a trade 
with the Cowboys before last 
season, started the first 12 
games at left corner, the last five 


at right. 
Mathis’ play earned him a 
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the Rams. Clemons will be operating 
with two holdovers in Keith Mitchell 


Chad Morton had a solid rookie season 
returning kicks and punts. 


Archie Manning 
Best known today as 
the father of Colts quar- 


ning keeps busy by 
being involved in market- 
ing operations for nine 
companies, as a motiva- 
tional speaker and as a 
radio and TV analyst in 
New Orleans. 

“It’s been hectic at times following two e 
says Archie, “but it’s been fun, With Ell figu 
| imagine I'll be seeing more Ole Miss games.’ 

It was a blow to Archie’s alma mater, Ole 
Peyton chose to play for Tennessee, but / 
was Peyton's decision and, as a dad, you 
son's choice.” But with Eli-mania building | 
look for the Mannings to make frequent visits 
Miss campus. 7 
Career: 3,328 attempts, 1,848 completions, 
156 interceptions, 115 touchdowns. 
Pro Bowls: 2 (1978, '79) e 
Missi a oir nt eases PTR 78s 
team. 
Best Season: 1978 . 
Shining Moment: Scoring on the final play 
his Saints debut, a one-yard end sweep, to t 
Angeles Rams, 24-20, in 1971. 
Darkest Hour: Quarterbacking the 1-15 Sa 
Today's market value: $5 million, including 


Vern Biever 
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Roster 


Joe Johnson 
Darrin Smith 
Charlie Clemons 


Jerry Fontenot 
Chris Naeole 
Kyle Turley 


Saints 


ineup 


SCORING BY PERIODS Qi Q2 
66111 67 110 


Opponent 58111 51 85 0 305 


2000 Team Stats 


Jim Haslett (NFL Record: 11-7) RESULTS 
- - Mike McCarthy 10-14 L D : 
28-27 W at San Diego 
BY 10-20 at Seattle 
2h Ne We ate Sao Oe [ge ee 
, Ferry (U) 5 
Beterny, Jay pe Sti" i997 Rages coed at Chicago 
18 Bike, Jeff QB 60° 210 3S EnstCacin p 24-65 W Carolina 
2 Brooks, Aaron Qe 64" 25 2 Viginia § 21-19 W at Atlanta 
35 Canty, Chets (U) dB 59 185 4 Kansas St. J 21-10 W at Arizona 
92 Chase, Matin Dr 62" 310 3 OKahoma J 34. 
Bi Cite, Phi 1B 60 241 2 Pittsbu ar 6 pote aic) 
85 Cleland, Cameron = TE. «G'S. 272-3. Washington 10 at Carolina 
56 Clemons, Chadio 1B 62" 250 4 Georgia 22-31 OL Oakland 
¥ Connell, Abort WR 60° 179 4 Toxas aM ff 31-24 W at St. Louis 
X 12 Dethoewno, Jae =«QBs—CBT” «OS -2—ULdatyene 03.38 OL Banver 
95 Douglas, Marques «DE «B'2"— 270d Howard 
62. Forterot, Jory C 6s 30 12 oma p oe! Ww Bi Seni Frannagnn 
37 Geason, Sie = 15S" 215 «1 Wanting P27 WO Atlanta 
La’Roi Glover 97 Glover, La’Rol DT 62 285 5 SmDeps | 21-26 L St. Louis 
4 Gowin, Toby P S10" 167 4 ~~ Nerth Tees I postseason 
= ; 7 : 81 Hall, Lamont TE GAT 2 2 Clemson 
‘Outside the Huddle |=" to 
36 Hawthome, Mechel 08 63° 19 4 Purdue 16-34 OL at Minnesota 
: Hilbert, Jon K 62° 220 4 Louisvite 
Love the road again After going 0-8 on the 7 Hom, se s pi 206 5 ‘Rawanba CC iS) LEADERS 
Bays a ; 47 Houser, Kevin 2" 2804 Ohio St Jeff Blake, 302-184-2,0259, 13 TDs 
road in "99, the Saints went 7—1 in 2000, which Me sole piso Sd se i : 
represented the NFL's biggest turnaround since | 54 jcrsot sue ba 541° 494 9 say on Richy Williams, 248 att., 1,000 yds., 8 
the league went to a 16-game schedule in | gs Jackson, Wile WR 6" 212. 7 Floris Joe Horn, 94 rec., 1,340 yds., 8 TDs 
1978. 94 Johnson, ke DE 64° 270 7 Louisvie ug Bren, 23/29 FGs, 37/37 XPs 
Mr. Versatility When Aaron Brooks passed - aera v sel om rea ‘ Le Toby Gowin, 74 punts, 41.1 avg. 
for 441 yards against Denver after earlier | 29 Knyte, sanmy DB 60" 205 4 al Chad Morton, 44 ret.; 23.4 avg. 
rushing for 108 against San Francisco, he | 23 Mathis, Kevin DB 59 128i 4 Tex AAMCommere Chad Morton, 30 ret., 9.3 avg. 
became the first NFL quarterback in history to | 26 McAfee, fred {U) RB 5110" 183° 10 Mississingi Coll, oon: Sammy Knight, 116, 75 solo 
pass for more than 400 yards in a game and : peer He us sid : Sor La’Roi Glover, 17 
rush for more than 100 in a game in the same > stati aid RS BY 4 Sammy Knight, 5 for 68 yds. 
season, 30. Morton, Chad RB 58" 186 4 USC NEW ORLEANS 
Then there were five The departure of first- | 65 Nocole, Chiis G 69" 313. A Colorado ff Total First Downs 312 
round picks Mark Fields ('95) and Alex Molden | 2° ston Cvs eae si x ren | Rushing 117 
('96) leaves the Saints with five No. 1s on their | = Aut oe M ae eee es = Passing 169 
roster — Willie Roaf (93), Joe Johnson ('94), | 70 price. Marcus Tears. lestal fd stacai er 
Chris Naeole ('97), Kyle Turley (98) and Ricky | 76 Reyes, Tutan T 63° 299° 4 Ole Miss Doe 
‘ 3 et 8rd Down Pet, 42,7 
Williams ('99). 71 Roat, Wile T 6S 312 8 La. Tech 
Sak On isles Meni | 4th Down: Made/Att 10/17 
Sack history if the Saints repeat as the | 4: Som terme 5B G0" 28 3 Atmmase | _ 4th Down Pet. 58.8 
league's sack leader (they had 66 last year), | 89  Stxtelss, Dae Te 63° 285 14 Boise St. Possession Avg. 31:27 
you'd have to go all the way back to the Cow- | 78 Terri, Dary' T 65" 296 2 Southem Mss ff Total Net Yards 5,397 
boys of '68-69 to find the last club to lead the | $0 Tern, cory GP ahd BCE oe ie Ree i se 
ason Thomas. ‘9* oon, Martin s r 
league in back-to-back i Be 11 Tollner, Bay oo (U) «08 «BI (247 «12 Texas Tech | Not Yards Rushing 2,068 
Repeat? The Saints can become the first |90 tomch mest DE 62" 272 4 Nebraska Avg. Per Game 129.3 
repeat champion of the NFC West since the | 8  Tuley. Kye T GCS SO 3 Smdeps Avg. Per Attempt 44 
49ers, who won the division from "92 to 95, zi ee s bs Bas. sb : aaa Total Lisa 505 
i ey, MB @ 9 Net Yards Passin; 3,329 
Since then the honor has gone to Panthers, 98 Whitehead. Willa DE 63" 28S 8 ha Perera oo 
49ers, Falcons, Rams and Saints. : RB S40" 236 2 OS Net fog. Pet Att 67 
A quick splash It didn’t take Joe Hom long to G 62 S21 8 FergaAM coed svards Lost 39/284 
make an impact. In his first season as a Saint, WS SARC “2 FRNA T Grose Yords 3,573 
Horn smashed club records for receptions (94) Att.,/Completions 497/298 
(U} = inctod free ts as of May 1 ‘ 
and yards (1,340). ma é vidas fies ats see cay Completion Pet. 60.0 
Had Intercepted 15 
Punts/Average 74/411 
OFFENSE DEFENSE eae enema 
Fumbles/Ball Lost 26/11 
Joe Horn Darren Howard reality oF 
Willie Roaf Norman Hand Passing oS 
Wally Williams La’Roi Glover Mise 5 


—- Cam Cleeland Keith Mitchell Turmovers: Takeaways Giveaways 

= Albert Connell Kevin Mathis Int. Fum, Total Int. Fum. Total Diff. 

a OS Aaron Brooks Fred Weary New Orleans 20 15 35 15 11 26 +9 

$e -sose Ricky Williams Sammy Knight 

a Terrelle Smith Jay Bellamy RED ZONE 

Se ated Jon Hilbert Toby Gowin Att: Pts; 1D, FG. TD 

— Offense 48 211 24 15 50.0 
Diese 40 S002 


Q3 Q4 (OT ~PTS 


67,892 
64,900 
64,900 


64,900 
63,881 


TDs 


0 354 
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2000: 


Additions 
LB Don Davi 
LB Mark 

C Fre 

S Kim Herr 
DL T) a 
CB ; 


DE 


ike Martz spent 27 years coaching 
at every level — high school on up 
— before getting his first head- 
coaching job with the Rams last season. 

“Mike got five years of experience in one 
year,” says Rams president Jay Zygmunt. “It 
really was a situation in which he had no 
time to prepare, he just acted. And to get off 
to a 6-0 start, to tie for the division title and 
make the playoffs, I think that’s a heckuva job for a first-year 
coach, or a 20-year veteran.” 

Some might add a qualifier. After all, Martz inherited the 
Super Bowl champions, a team that had electrified the NFL the 
year before, a team that was young and considered able to do 
the same in 2001. If Martz’ first season can be considered an 
overall success, it certainly included significant bumps in the 
road, 

The unsuccessful Super Bowl defenders suffered a severe 
split personality. After the fabulous start, an underachieving 
defense and poor special teams play led to seven defeats over 
the final 11 games. The Rams’ season ended with a first-round 
playoff loss to division rival New Orleans at the Superdome. 

The result has been sweeping changes for 2001. Lovie Smith 
takes over as the defensive coordinator, Bill Kollar is the new 
defensive line coach, Ron Meeks is the new defensive backfield 
coach and Bobby April is the new special teams coach. All were 
hand-selected by Martz. 

On the field, the Rams could feature as many as eight new 
starters on defense. If the transplants work, if the defense and 
special teams make significant improvement, the Rams still 
have the NFLUs most explosive offense and still have a Super 
Bowl look about them. 


quarterbacks 


Starter Kurt Warner and backup Trent Green combined for 
a league-record 5,232 net passing yards last year. But the Rams 
can no longer count on an understudy the caliber of Green, 


10-6 2001 Draft 


1 Damione Lewis 
1 Adam Archuleta 
1 Ryan Pickett 

2 Tommy Polley 

3 Brian Allen LB 
4 Milton Wynn WR 
4 Brandon Manumaleuna TE 
5 Jerametrius Butler CB 
6 Francis St. Paul WR 


DT 
Ss 
DT 
LB 


Miami 

Arizona St. 
Ohio St. 
Florida St. 
Florida St. 
Washington St. 
Arizona 

Kansas St. 

No. Arizona 
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who was dealt to the Kansas City Chiefs for a 
first-round draft pick. Warner, the grocery- 
bagger-turned-NFL Golden Boy in 2000, 
threw 21 interceptions in 12 games and four 
of those picks were returned for touchdowns 
— a league high. In his defense, Warner was 
outstanding through the first six games before 
suffering a broken finger. 

Joe Germaine moves up the ladder to the 
No. 2 spot and veteran Paul Justin, who played in 10 games as 
a reserve in the Rams’ Super Bowl season, was re-signed in the 
spring, 


running backs 


Marshall Faulk is the best all-purpose back in football, if he 
is healthy. Faulk scored an NFL-record 26 touchdowns and 
was the league's MVP, despite arthroscopic knee surgery that 
curtailed his effectiveness late in the season. It would behoove 
the Rams to lighten Faulk’s workload in 2001. 

Trung Canidate was supposed to caddy in 2000, but the 
club’s No. 1 pick out of Arizona was never healthy enough to 
contribute and had only three carries for six yards in his rookie 
campaign. 

The Rams plan to switch Robert Holcombe from fullback 
to tailback, his original position, in hopes he can provide Faulk 
more down time. 

James Hodgins returns as the blocking fullback. 


. 
receivers 

The Minnesota pair of Cris Carter and Randy Moss gets 
more publicity, but it is hard to imagine that any duo is better 
than the Rams’ Torry Holt and Isaac Bruce. Holt led the league 
in receiving yardage (1,635), while Bruce finished third 
(1,471). 

The elusive Az-Zahir Hakim had 55 catches for 776 yards 
as the third receiver, but only 13 of those receptions came over 
the last seven regular-season games. Ricky Proehl is a valuable 
and versatile extra who would play a far more active role 
on most other NFL teams. In St. Louis, though, he is rel- 
egated to the No. 4 receiving role. 

As it has been for several seasons now, the tight-end spot 
was unproductive. Starter Roland Williams was traded 
which leaves veteran Ernie Conwell as the starter heading 
into the 2001 campaign. Conwell had just five catches for 
40 yards backing up Williams. 


offensive linemen 


All five starters on the offensive line return and all are 
under contract through the 2002 season or beyond. Now, 
if they can just stay healthy. 


Kevin Carter 
Trent Green 
D'Marco Farr 
Mike Jones 
Todd Lyght 
Roland Williams 


Impact 

Defense was the order of the draft and 
with three picks in the first round and 
five picks in the first two rounds, the 
Rams loaded up. All three first-round 
picks could see immediate playing time. 
Archuleta could be a fixture in the sec- 
ondary for the next decade. The club 
used one of its second-round picks, as 
well as a fifth-rounder, to acquire 
Williams, a Pro Bowl cornerback. 


Ryan Tucker, although bothered by a severely sprained 
ankle during the second half, made a successful transition 
into the starting right tackle spot. Andy McCollum, who 
played through an ankle injury, established himself at cen- 
ter. Left guard Tom Nutten had off-season surgery to 
repair an ankle. 

With Pro Bowl left tackle Orlando Pace and lynchpin 
right guard Adam Timmerman, the Rams are well 
anchored. 

With Green no longer around, it is even more impera- 
tive that the group protects Warner and reduces the 44 
sacks that they allowed last year. 


QB 
DT 
LB 
DB 
TE 


2001 Prediction 
ist NFC West 


ATHLON® SporRTS™ PRO FOoTBALL 2001 


Ross Dettman/All League 


’ 
=~ 


Viarsiall Fal 


Kurt Warner 


defensive linemen 


This unit has undergone major renovation. 
The uninspired Kevin Carter was dealt to 
Tennessee for draft picks and D’Marco Farr 
was released. 

The most prominent holdover is Grant 
Wistrom, who had 11 sacks and led St. Louis 
defensive linemen with 71 tackles, 

Ray Agnew returns at a tackle, where he is 
steady if unspectacular. The Rams are count- 
ing on No. 1 draft pick Damione Lewis to 
step in at tackle and converted linebacker 
Leonard Little to take over at end. 

Lewis, out of Miami, could be another 
Warren Sapp. Ryan Pickett, another one of 
the Ram’s three first-round picks, is a big run- 
stopper who will also factor into St. Louis’ 
revamped defensive line. 

The Rams added some depth with the 
spring signing of former Buccaneer Tyoka 
Jackson, a versatile defender who can play all 
four positions on the line. 


linebackers 


This unit has been re-worked as well. The 
Rams are hoping to get a lot more from their 
outside ‘backers. 

To that end, they signed speedy Pro Bowler 
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Mark Fields, formerly of New 
Orleans, and former Tampa Bay line- 
backer Don Davis. An outstanding 
special teams player the past several 
years, Davis was unable to break into 
Tampa Bay’s linebacking rotation. He 
will be given an opportunity to be a 
first-team ‘backer in St. Louis. 

Veteran Todd Collins, slowed by 
injuries last year, will have to compete 
for a starting spot. 

In the middle, London Fletcher 

(193 tackles, 5.5 sacks, four intercep- 

tions) is one of the best in the league, 
but he needs to curb the showboating 
routines that are often counterpro- 
ductive. 


defensive backs 


This area should be dramatically 
improved in 2001. 

The Rams upgraded at cornerback 
with a trade for six-time Pro Bowl 
participant Aeneas Williams, who 
established himself as one 


2000 Revisited 


The Prophecy: “(Having two quality QBs 
is) not a great situation for (Trent) Green, 
who was hoping to land a starting job else- 
where, but it’s an ideal situation for the 
Rams from a depth standpoint.” 
The Lie: “Third-round choice John St. 
Claire, a center from Virginia, was con- 
sidered by some to be the best center in 
the draft. He could compete for a starting 
job." 

—Athlion Sports Pro Football 2000 


Hakim is electrifying on punt returns — if 
he doesn’t drop the ball. The Rams will have 
to decide whether the rewards justify the 
risks. 

Kicker Jeff Wilkins was perfect on extra 
points (38-of-38) and field goals (17-of-17) 
in 2000, but has shown a propensity for get- 
ting injured. 

John Baker will have to hold on to the 
punting job in training camp. He averaged 
40.4 yards per kick last fall and only dropped 
13 of 43 punts inside the 20-yard line. 


% of the best players and 
= Most respected veterans 
2 in the league in Ari- 
2 zona. 

~ Safety Kim Herring, 
§ who had 59 tackles and 
three interceptions for 
the Super Bowl champion Bal- 
timore Ravens in 2000, was 
added from the free agent pile. 

In addition, the club used 
one of its three first-round picks 
to take Adam Archuleta, who 
will compete with Devin Bush 
for the strong safety job. 
Archuleta, a workout freak and 
a former walk-on at Arizona 
State, was a tackling machine 
for the Sun Devils throughout 
his collegiate career. 

Dexter McCleon, second in 
the league in interceptions last 
year, holds down the other cor- 
ner. 

Third-year corner Dre’ Bly, 
who was inconsistent as a 
starter, will move back into 
nickel status where he was 
much more effective. Bly had 
three interceptions last fall. 


specialists 

The team lost three on-side 
kicks, four muffed punts, a 
kickoff return fumble and had a 
punt blocked for a touchdown 
last year. That will not do. 
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Back In The Day 


Jack yomnepicod 


At 6'4", 247 pounds, 
Jack Youngblood was an 
undersized but gritty 
defensive end. He 
played all 14 of his NFL 
seasons with the Rams’ 
organization and played 
in a club-record 201 con- 
secutive games. 

None of those games 
were more memorable 
than Youngblood’s per- 
formance during the ae -= } 
Rams’ Super Bowl run in the 1979 season, Youngblood had 
80 tackles, 18 sacks and five forced fumbles during the sea- 
son. He then broke the fibula in his left leg in the first half of 
the divisional championship game against Dallas, At half- 
time, he told the medical staff: “Tape it up, give me two more 
aspirin and let’s go play.” 

A week later, he limped off the team plane in Tampa Bay, 
but was in the lineup as the Rams shut out the Bucs for the 
NFC Championship. 

“He was the best player | ever played against,” said for- 
mer Minnesota Vikings offensive lineman Ron Yary, who was 
inducted into the NFL Hall of Fame with Youngblood last year. 
Career: 151.5 sacks, 8 blocked punts 
Pro Bowls: 7 (1973-79) 


Known For: Playing in the 1979 NFC Championship game 
with a broken fibula in his left leg. 

Best Season: 1979 

Shining Moment: Leading the Rams to seven straight divi- 
sion titles and an appearance in Super Bowl XIV. Being 
named to the All-Decade team selected by the Hall of Fame 
Selection Committee. 

Darkest Hour: Appearance in made-for-television movie 
Stalking Danger 

Today's Market Value: $5 million 
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Roster 2000 Team Stats 


Head Coach: Mike Martz (NFL Record: 10-7) RESULTS 
coe one 41-36 W _ Demver 65,956 
37-34 W at Seattie 64,869 
NO NAME POS HT WT EXP COLLEGE 41-24 W San Francisco 65,945 
3S Apen, Ray oT ey 25 NC State 41-20 W at Atlanta 58,761 
= er is = = A OR ef S1SL SW. San Diego 66,010 
5G Beda: Deis Wr er’ mB. 4 epi 45-29 W Atlanta 66,019 
2 BOR p8 59 185 2 NethCacke 34-54 L at Kansas City 79,142 
ZT Bowen, Matt 8 61" 22 1 ona 34-24 W at San Francisco 68,109 
SO Bree, isaac wR 60° 168 7 Memoghis 24-27 OL Carolina 66,048 
23 Bish Den to 60 20 6 Fors ff 38-24 W at New York Giants 78,174 
. ee Tare i pi i i fore 20-33 L Washington 66,087 
y, Rich 08 60° 2B 2 Tous MM 
Se Gruden BO TH Mit SL carling 73.808 
54 Colins, Todd F {8 62" 248 8 CarsonNewman : 
BS Conwed. Emie Te 61° 25 5 Weshirgin | 40-29 W Minnesota 66,273 
sf ; Davs, Don 1B Gl 234 «65 Kansas 35-38 L at Tampa Bay 65,653 
34 Dukes, Chad fe 60" BO 1 Pittsburgh 26-21 W at New Orleans 64,900 
Issac Bruce 28° Faulk, Marshall FB 810" 211 7 Senet Fl postseason 
Fields, Mark LB 6'2" 244 6 Washington St 
Outside the Huddle 59 Pethetonkni® iB S10” M1 3 jon Carcl L New Orleans 64,900 
: 6 0 
sliawexin qlee; oe LEADERS 
Exclusive/elusive company With 2,189 | 3: Hanae WR 510" 178 3  SmDiegose f) Passing: Kurt Warner, 347-235-3,429-18, 21 TDs 
total yards from scrimmage (1,359 yards rush- Herring. Kim DS 60" 200 4 Rushing: Marshall Faulk, 253 att., 1,359 yds., 18 TDs 
ing and 830 yards receiving) last year, Marshall | 42 odgrs. James fB Si 2 
Faulk surpassed 2,000 yards from scrimmage | 2 ‘arts Ret =f Sil’ a 3 
for the third consecutive season. He and Walter | = '*S id epee a 
: ; S4 Hyder, Gayien oT 65° 20 2 
Payton are the only players in NFL history to ken Fda O 62 2 6 
accomplish that three-peat. 15) heaped @ sf 2 5 
Ail sports family Tight end Erie Conwell | 72 re. Ace. G 67 x8 1 
earned letters in football, track, wrestling and | 5? U%®. lee is 65 23 
basketball at Kentwood High in Kent, Wash. His | 2 Moe": Daser Gla oe la) , 
¥ 4 67 MoColum, Andy Cc. 64 25 7 cCleon, 8 for 28 yds. 
sister, Pauline, competed in the 1972 USA 53 Miles. Keth ip 6 ma 4 
Olympic Trials in the shot put. His family com- | 77 tom sen te 6s 75 5 ST. LOUIS . 
petes on the Washington stock car circuit as | 71 Noa Kaine T 64 30 1 Howat ff Total First Downs 380 321 
Conwell Race Team. 61 Nusten, Tom G 68" XO 4 Wester Mah. Rushing 112 95 
Staggering drop Kurt Warner was only plus- 76 Pace, Otendo T 67 30 4 Ohio St Passing 247 195 
three in touchdown-to-interception ratio. He had al enorrd pases vache ua paren aS _ 
: ; 45 Robinson, Jeff Te 64° 275 8 Kaho 3rd Down: Made/Att 86/181 74/192 
24 TD passes to 21 interceptions. Quite a dif- | 2 suchen Jaxty D6 Gt! 195 1  Okebommst 3rd Down Pct. ATS 38.5 
ference from 1999, when Warner had 49 TD | 3 Smith Shen 8 Si 24 3 Florida St. 4th Down: Made/Att 8/13 6/12 
passes to 17 interceptions, a plus-32. 73. Spikes, Cameron G 62 30 2 Tors A&M Ath Down Pet. 61.5 50,0 
70 St. Cal, John Cc 6s wm 4 Vegria | Possession Avg. 30:54 29:06 
The 500 club The Rams became the first team 51 Stes, Lorenzo iB 61 45 OU ChoS. §f Total Net Yards 7,075 5,494 
in NFL history to score 500 points and give up 1 6s 37 2 Saréad Avg. Per Game 442.2 343.4 
500 points in the same season (including the G 64° 300 6 Sou Dabta& Avg. Per Play 7.0 5.7 
playoffs). T 68 X6 4 Tou ff Net Yards Rushing 1,843 1,697 
Prime time The Rams will be featured on @ 62 20 3 Noten Avg. Per Game ry ae 
oe P PB 60 252 SOS Avg. Per Attempt 4. : 
national television at least seven times in 2001, ape pearl he . Soni rates aad ang 
three times in the preseason and four times in be 541° 200 10 py aa Net Yards Passing 5,232 3,797 
the regular season. For the second year in a row, 0 6s 27 3 Nebraska Avg. Per Game 327.0 237.3 
the Rams will make three appearances on Mon- fe 62 278 4 ule Net Avg. Per Att. 8.9 7A 
day Night Football. The team will open the season TF 62 xm B Puce Sacked/Yards Lost 44/260 51/288 


Gross Yards 5,492 4,085 
Att./Compietions 587/380 534/323 
Completion Pct. 64,7 60.5 
Had intercepted 23 19 
Punts/Average 44/395 67/42.2 


on the road for the first time since moving to St. 
Louis seven seasons ago, and it will close the 
season at home for the first time since 1996. 

Penalties /Yards 111/942 101/747 


OFFENSE DEFENSE Fumbles /Bail Lost 24/12 19/6 


Torry Holt 98 Grant Wistrom Touchdowns 67 56 


(U} — uwesticted free agents as of May 1 
{R) — restricted free agents as of May 2 


Orlando Pace Damione Lewis Rushing 26 a8 
Ray Agnew Apap 4 - 
Tom Nutten ay Agi Misc 4 6 


Andy McCollum Leonard Little SCORING BY PERIODS Q1 G2 Q3 Q4 OT PTS 
Adam Timmerman Don Davis AR 416447 154 123 0540 
Ryan Tucker London Fletcher Opponent 94130 103 144 0 471 
Ernie Conwell Mark Fields Turnovers: Takeaways Giveaways 


ineup 


cs Isaac Bruce Aeneas Williams Int. Fum. Total Int. Fum. Total Diff. 
2 OD Kurt Warner Dexter McCleon St. Louls 19 6 25 23 12 35 -10 
S = James Hodgins Devin Bush 

ed Marshall Faulk Kim Herring RED ZONE 

= + Jeff Wilkins John Baker Att, Pts. TD. FG, TOS 
an Offense 78 392 #8949 17 62.8 


Defense 58 298 34 20 58.6 


Personnel changes made after May 1 may not be reflected. 
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intson Buckne: 
riie Garner 
is Jervey 
LB Ken Norton Jr 
G Phil Ostrowski 
DE Anthony Pleasant 
LB Jeff Posey 
WR Jerry Rice 
Richey 
LB Winfred Tubbs 
LB Artie Ulmer 


KR Ke ‘in Williams 


Ihe San Francisco 49ers started seven 
rookies at one time or another on 
ME defense a year ago. Although they 
wont place such reliance on newcomers this 
season, their experience level actually plum- 
mets. 
“We're younger now than we were last 
year by loads,” 49ers defensive coordinator 


Jim Mora, Jr. says. “We lost (Winfred) 


Tubbs. We lost Kenny (Norton, Jr.). We lost Anthony Pleas- 
ant. Those were our older, experienced guys.” 

And that’s just on the defensive side of the ball. 

Offensively, the 49ers amicably parted ways with perhaps 
the greatest player in franchise history when they released Jerry 
Rice, who holds virtually every significant receiving record in 
league history, 

The team also lost the full-time contribution of architect Bill 
Walsh, who ceded the post of general manager to Terry Don- 
ahue. Walsh returned to the organization in January 1999 to 
create the blueprint for the team’s youth movement. 


NiaArrTarnaric 
; eS liats ie a. 
MAbecel CWE AcE re 
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Even Walsh, who championed the cause of Jeff Garcia for 
years, could not have imagined what the former Canadian 
Football League standout would accomplish in his second sea- 
son with the 49ers. 

Garcia proved to be a worthy player to add to the line of suc- 
cession that started with Joe Montana and Steve Young. Gar- 
cia was named to the NFC Pro Bowl team while putting up 
record-setting numbers for the 49ers. He threw for a team- 
record 4,278 yards, with 31 touchdown passes and just 10 
interceptions. 

His clusiveness also played a key role in his ability to remain 
healthy the entire season; Garcia was sacked just 24 times and 
did not miss any action because of injuries. 

Veteran journeyman Rick Mirer figures to be back and will 
compete with second-year player Tim Rattay for the backup 


2001 Draft 

1 Andre Carter DE Cal 

2 Jamie Winborn LB Vanderbilt 
3 Kevan Barlow RB Pittsburgh 
6 Cedrick Wilson WR Tennessee 
6 Rashad Holman CB Louisville 
6 Menson Holloway DE UTEP 

7 Alex Lincoln LB Auburn 

7 Eric Johnson TE Yale 


Impact 

The 49ers placed significant emphasis 
again on improving their defense, sign- 
ing Smith and Stubblefield in free 
agency. They traded up to the No. 7 
spot in the first round to select Carter, 
a player the team believes will be a Pro 
Bowl performer early in his career. Win- 
born, a tackling machine from Vander- 
bilt, will take over at Norton’s old 
linebacker spot. 


spot. Giovanni Carmazzi, who was expected 
to be the team’s quarterback of the future 
when he was drafted in the third round of the 
2000 draft, has to earn his spot on the roster. 


Charlie Garner rushed for more than 
1,100 yards in both of his nvo seasons with 
the 49ers, but he was not a high priority for 
the team to re-sign as a free agent. His attitude toward the end 
of last season and his $5 million-a-year asking price forced the 
49ers to go in a different direction. 

Without Garner, the 49ers aren't exactly sure what the future 
holds at this position. Although Garrison Hearst is said to be 
making good progress after January surgery on his ankle, his 
return is anything but a sure thing. 

Hearst has not played since sustaining a broken ankle in a 
January 1999 playoff game against the Adanta Falcons. The 
ankle never healed properly because of a form of necrosis, 
which prevented proper blood flow. 

Paul Smith, a fifth-round draft pick in 2000, gained 72 yards 
on 18 carries as a rookie and is the most experienced halfback 
on the team’s roster. Kevan Barlow, a third-round pick out of 
Pittsburgh, will be given an opportunity to win the job as a 
rookie. 

Fullback Fred Beasley is a steady blocker, and his role is sure 
to increase this season without a proven halfback. Beasley 
gained just 147 yards on 50 carries and caught 31 passes for 
233 yards in 2000. 


The greatest receiver in 49ers history — and possibly of all 
time — is no longer with the team. But life goes on without 
Rice. 

Terrell Owens is coming off his first Pro Bowl appearance 
after catching 97 passes for 1,451 yards and 13 touchdowns. 
Inconsistent over his first four seasons in the league, Owens still 
needs to show greater maturity and become a team leader. 
He was suspended for one game last season because of an 
over-the-top touchdown celebration in Dallas. 

J.J. Stokes has become a forgotten man for the 49ers 
since catching 63 passes for 770 yards and eight touch- 
downs in 1998. In the last two seasons, Stokes has played 
every game but managed to catch just 64 passes for 953 
yards and six scores. Stokes must develop a better on-field 
rapport with Garcia to compensate for Rice's departure. 

Tai Streets heads into training camp as the No. 3 
receiver. Streets missed the final game last season after sus- 
taining a broken leg. He is expected to return to 100 per- 
cent health this season. 

Tight end Greg Clark might also figure more into the 
offense this season, as he tries to shed the label of blocking 
specialist. Clark caught 38 passes for 342 yards and two 
touchdowns. 


For years the line has gotten a bad rap as the weak link 
of the offensive unit. Last season, it did an effective job of 
protecting Garcia and produced a 1,000-yard rusher for 
the fourth consecutive season. 

Left guard Ray Brown had perhaps his finest season in 
the league, but again was shut out of any Pro Bowl recog- 
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Terrell Owens 


Jeff Garcia 


nition. He's 38, and this could very well be his 
last season, Left tackle Derrick Deese, who 
begins his 10th year, is a player the 49ers have 
been trying to replace for years. The only 
problem is they can't find anyone better. 

The 49ers want to get bigger at the tackle 
spots and eventually replace Deese. It won't 
happen this season, however. The team’s top 
free-agent priority was to re-sign Scott Gragg, 
who, at 6'8", 325 pounds, is the largest right 
tackle in team history. 

Jeremy Newberry found his niche at center 
after a preseason neck injury forced the retire- 
ment of Chris Dalman. Newberry had been 
tied at tackle and guard in the past, but the 
team knew all along that his ideal position 
was center, 

Right guard Dave Fiore made the tansi- 
tion from tackle and fared well. More impor- 
tantly, he made it through the season without 
missing any time due to his knee injuries that 
have marred most of his five seasons. 


defensive linemen 


Bryant Young cant do it alone. The veteran 
defensive tackle hasn't been surrounded by 
much of a supporting cast the past several sea- 
sons. But this season the 49ers seem to believe 
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things will be different. 

Former 49er Dana Stubblefield, 
the 1997 NFL Defensive Player of the 
Year, was signed in April and will join 
Young on the line at the other tackle 
spot. Stubblefield recorded 15 sacks 
back in "97, but his production 
dropped off dramatically in his three 
seasons in Washington, where he 
managed a total of eight sacks. 

First-round draft pick Andre 
Carter will be expected to make an 
immediate contribution at end, And 
the 49ers are expecting breakthrough 
seasons from Chike Okeafor and 
John Engelberger, who combined for 
five sacks last season, 


linebackers 


Norton, slowed by injuries and age, 
had become a liability. The salary cap 
became a convenient excuse to jetti- 
son a player who had given the 49ers 
seven years of quality service. Tubbs 
was also released because his produc- 
, i tion had not matched his paycheck. 

The 49ers will get 
younger and faster at 
this spot. Second-round 


___Back In The Day __ 


2000 Revisited 
The Prophecy: “If (Garrison) Hearst is 
unable to regain his form of 1998, the 
49ers are confident that (Charlie) Garner 
will be able to hold up to the pounding he'll 
take as an every-down back.” 

The Lie: “The results (at quarterback) 
were not pretty at times, and San Fran- 
cisco enters this season with even more 
uncertainty at the most important posi- 
tion.” 

—Athion Sports Pro Football 2000 


ing ACL tear. John Keith, Ronnie Heard and 
Zack Bronson will compete for the job at free 


safety. 


specialists 

The 49ers lost kicker Wade Richey to San 
Diego in the spring. They will be looking for 
a replacement during preseason camp. Jamie 
Rheem, an undrafted free agent from Kansas 
State, was signed shortly after the draft. 

Punter Chad Stanley showed flashes at the 
end of the year, but he was inconsistent and 
can expect the 49ers to bring in some compe- 
tition to challenge for his job. 


draft pick Jamie Win- Fred Dean 
E born will battle Jeff the 4gers’ 19814 
Ulbrich for Norton's n of defensive 
spot and free agent acquisition pale pastel to: \ 
Derek Smith will replace aie Diego se 


Tubbs. 

Outside linebacker Julian 
Peterson, who has superstar 
potential, can cover tight ends, 
play the run and rush the passer. 
On passing downs, Peterson 
morphs into a defensive end. 
He should improve on his four 
sacks as a rookie. 


defensive backs 


Cornerbacks Jason Webster 
and Ahmed Plummer made 
remarkable strides as rookies, 
and their progress has to con- 
tinue for the defense to shed its 
spot among the worst in the 
league. 

Webster has good speed and 
is rarely beaten deep, while 
Plummer'’s strengths are his 
instincts, preparation and tack- 
ling. Both have maturity 
beyond their years to go along 
with short memories — a must 
for youngsters at this position. 

Strong safety Lance Schulters 
is returning from a season-end- 


ng 
presence they lacked, 
He played a key role in 
the team's first two 
Super Bowl _ titles, 
four sacks in 

the two games. 
Dean retired in 1985 


experienced physical f 
his retirement, with persistent headaches, back pain and 
surgeries on his shoulder and knee. 

Two years ago, he moved from San Diego to Ruston, La., 
where he is attending a seminary. “I eee of decided to ai 
into the Word more than | had in the past,” Dean says 
phon daca Gadlpabcabal Nae Bebe ae eel a 
I'll be spreading the message.” 

Career: Recorded 40 sacks in five seasons with 49ers, won 

two Super Bowl titles. 

Pro Bowls: 1980-82, ‘84 

Known For: Joining the 49ers in a midseason trade in 1981 
being named NFC Defensive Player of the Year en route 

to the organization's first Super Bow! title. 

Best season: 1983 

Shining moment: Had then-NFL record six sacks in a game 

Nov, 13, 1983, against New Orleans. 

Darkest hour: In the early 1990s, medical bills piled up 


because of excruciating headaches that required frequent 
trips to the emergency room. He lost his San Diego automo- 
tive shop after an IRS audit. 


Today’s Market Value: $6,000,000 per year 
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Roster 2000 Team Stats 


a Coach: Steve Mariuccl (NFL Record: 37-31) RESULTS 
lonsive Coordinator: Greg Knapp 
Detensive Coordinator: Jim Mora. Jt. 2836 L et Atlanta 54,626 
22:38 iL Carolina 66,879 
scseees EXP COLLEGE 2443 at St. Louis 65,945 
<<OREA eed at . a 8 yf ms Abun fF 41-24 W at Dallas 64,127 
4 ( Noote 
pene PAnoe ince, aes a ve 27-20 W Arizona 66,985 
Bryant. Junior DE 64° 278 6 Nove Dane 28:34 L Oakland 68,344 
Tarn a GS 63° 224 + Hotetr at Green Bay 99,6f 
Camezzi. Govan b=) 3s 2244 4 Hofstra 2831 t Gr 8 59,870 
Clark, Greg Te 64° 251 4 Stanford 1634 L at Carolina 73.169 
Deese, Derrick T 63° 289 9 usc 2434 L St. Louls 68,109 
Dupree, Terrence Tt 63 2 1 Duke 1531 L at New Orleans 64,900 
= Engeterger, John DE 64° 20 1 Virginia Tech 217 WwW Kansas City 68,002 
74 Fixe, Dave § 64 290 5 Hofstra 166 W Atlanta 67,447 
5 Garcia, Jeff @ 61 195 2 SankueSt ss di 5a 
78 Gragg. Scott 1 68 35 6 Mivrtina 45-17 W at San Diego 57,255 
eae 38 Heard, Ronnie ps 62 215 2 Oeniss F 2731 L New Orleans 87,892 
. 3 20 Hearst, Garrison RS 5%" 215 7 Goorgia 170 W Chicago 68,306 
Bryant Young 76 HebgoodChittick, Nate (R) OT «=«6'3* 290 3sNorth Carolina 9-38 at Denver 76,098 
66 Hopson, Tyrone T 62 XS 2.  Enster Kort LEADERS 
7 22 Jackson, Teery Pa 60" 232 «2 Ronsa 
Outside the Huddle 86 Jennings, Brian T 65" 238 1 Araooa St. fl Passing: Jeff Garcia, 561-355-4,278-10, 31 TDs 
28 Keith, John o8 60° 27 1 Furman 4 Carer 258 att 491 Ne 
c 71 Kitings, Codric DT 62" 280. 4. CarsonNewnan Rushing: casas 258 ee ats yds., 7 TDs 
oming of age The 49ers defense showed 43° Lewis. Jones PS 59" 210 41 SanDigoSt Recelving: Terrell Owens, 97 re 451 yds., 13 TDs 
remarkable improvement last season but still | 60 ch Ben c 64° 25 2 Catiieenia | Kicking: Wade Richey, 15/22 FGs, 43/45 XPs 
finished as the No. 29 unit in the league. In the | 92 McGrew, Regge oF 6 Mi 2 Forgas 
first six games, the 49ers allowed 32.1 points | 93 Mem, hn DE 67" 290 1 LendirRhyne i 
; 3 Mires, Rick (U} 4 63" 215 8B Not Deme 
and 412.0 total yards, 300 of which was pass: | 0 {NTS Ne ner carite Mice [| Punt Ret: Kevin R. Wiiams, 26 rt. 8.5 avg 
ing. In the final six games, they improved those | “ eeeipeitstoams Aa Sate s re + Wintred Tubbs. 109, 63 so! 
numbers to 16.5 points, 276.3 total yards and |= “oe Pee eeetmeay tenes: Watred Tiths, 109, 63 sob 
Seetleaia OF ; R 62. Newberry, Jeremy c 65° 315 3 California Sacks: Bryant Young, 9.5 
.3 yards passing. 91 Okeator, Chie DE 64° 288 2 Purdue ; : 
Scoring streak Including postseason games, | 81 Ovens. Teret WR 63° 217 5  Chatangs . 
the 49ers have scored in an NFl-record 403 | 26 Pater. Aitony bs 61 2 2 Weber St 
consecutive games. 98 Peterson, Juflan iB 63" 235 #1 Michigan St. 
B : 29° Plummer, Ahmed DB Si" i914 Ohio St. 
Oh, what a day On the day Jerry Rice played | once, Hip Sica ‘ =| f Total First Downs 
f : 95 Posey. Jeff (FR ip §4" 240 3 Southern Mss Rushi 
his final home game with the 49ers, fellow | 23 nex: Pew DB B'LO" 192 Veg "8 98 110 
f 23 Protea: Person o8 610° 192 2 Vigiren Tech Passing 211 194 
receiver Terrell Owens caught an NFLrecord 20 | 13 Rata, Tim Qa 6" 215 2 Louisiana Tech Penalty 25 43 
passes against the Chicago Bears. Rice's best | 80 Rice, Jerry WR 62" 196 16 Miss. Valley St. 3rd Down: Made/Att 84/202 80/204 
game was a 16-catch performance in 1994 | 90 Schuiters, Lance (R) DS G2 195 3 Hofstra 3rd Down Pct. 41.6 39.2 
ainst the Rams. Smath, Derek M. (iB 62" 23 4 Aszona St 4 < 
a6 27 Smith, Pal RB 541" 234 «4 rep pies Oe eee ok nae 
Inspirational player Defensive tackle Bryant sean Ee at th Down Pct. 50.0 66.7 
& Stanley Chad 63S" 25 2 Semen Astin Pos: jon A 29:38 30:22 
Young has won the team’s Len Eshmont Award | 82 stokes, 1) WR 64° 217 6 UCLA Bs pores 6 040 5 709 
three consecutive seasons. The honor goes to | &9 Stress, iz WR G1" 193 2 Mictngan y Ne Per pane 377 5 356.8 
the player who best exemplifies inspiration and Stubblefield, Dona «= «OT 62" 3158 Konsas Ave. Per Play 59 55 
courage. In the off-season, the team signed | Swf. Justin TE 63" 265 1 Kansas St. I Net Yards Rushing 1,804 1,794 
Young to a sixyear, $38 million contract that sana = a sie i : Sort Avg. Per Game 112.6 112.4 
included a teamvrecord signing bonus of $12.5 | = cae oon ae sn td sn : ae Avg. Per Attempt 43 44 
* Ge 5 ts = az 5 " 4 
On the run Jeff Garcia became only the third | 97 Young. Bryant DT 6'3" 291 7 — Note Dame Avg. Per Game 64.9 244.7 
quarterback in team history to rush for more Net Avg. Per Att. 73 7.0 
en 400 yards, joining Billy Kilmer and Steve i diaroores ut — ahaag Sacked/Yards Lost 25/161 38/270 
oung. Fer cnet te tate a Gross Yards 4,400 4,185 
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Personnel changes made after May 2 may not be reflected. 
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“Flavor Explosion” 
i Patio Party_ 


Hillshire || 
Farmpay Ny 


www.hillshirefarm.com 


Game Day Gatherings 


A tailgating primer for the novice or the experienced parking lot partier 


Equipment 
Extreme Tailgating: Hot Weather Tailgating 


The Beanie by Re-Band Products www.re-band.com is advertised 
to “stop radiant heat from entering the head in extreme conditions” 
and to “cool blood returning to the heart.” The Beanie sells for 
around $20. 

If you choose not to go this route, I recommend a homemade 
cooling contraption — a washcloth. Run some washcloths under 
water. Place them in individual plastic bags. Place the bags in your 
ice-filled cooler. Use as needed by placing the washcloth on the back 
of your neck. 

Also consider bringing umbrellas to shield you from the sun. 
Sometimes it is fun to bring a baby pool with you to the tailgate area, 
fill it with ice, and wade in it when you get too hot. Water guns are 
a fun way to help other people stay cool. 


Extreme Tailgating: Cold Weather Tailgating 


Grabber Mycoal Warmers are vital. Not only will your hands stay 
warm (even hot), you will make many friends if you bring extra to 
share. This should have been included in the book How to Win 
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Friends and Influence People. The hand warmers are the best of the 
Grabber Mycoal products. The Cozy Stuff Heated Muff is a wise 
investment for any cold-weather tailgater. 

People always ask me how the hand-warmers work and | just make 
something up. But here's the real deal: 

According to www.handwarmers.com the Grabber warmers “are 
filled with iron, water, cellulose, vermiculite, activated carbon and 
salt. When the iron in the pouch is exposed to oxygen, it oxidizes and 
therefore produces heat. Oxidized iron is called iron oxide, or rust. 
The salt acts as a catalyst; the carbon helps disperse the heat; the ver- 
miculite is an insulator and the cellulose is a filler.” 
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Tien Clark /Athion Sports 


by Heather Hodde 


Keeping Track of Tailgaters 

2-way radios are useful and fun. As you know, people have a ten- 
dency to walk the tailgate areas and mingle with other fans. With the 
punch of a button you can get in touch with the missing social but- 
terfly. If you need to send someone on an errand, make them take 
one of these so you can add more errands after he or she has already 
departed. (I cannot guarantee that person will answer you after he or 
she catches onto what you are doing.) 

Identification tags: For your more curious or social children, 
friends or spouses, laminate an information card. On that informa- 
tion card include their name and contact phone numbers. The card 
should say, “If you find me please call (phone number).” Punch a 
hole in the laminated plastic card and attach the card to the person's 
belt loop on his or her pants. Allow enough length on the string that 
the child, friend or spouse can tuck the card in his or her back pocket 
until needed, 


Capturing the Moment 


You have several options: Buy a $15 “point and shoot” disposable 
camera at the gas station (only as a last resort!); invest in a quality 
“point and shoot” camera that will last many years and supply you 
with crisp, well-lit memories; or invest in a digital camera. The only 
real choices are the classic and the digital. You will need to decide 
which is the best for your lifestyle. 

The Canon Sure Shot 76 is a lightweight and compact classic 35 
mm point and shoot. It has a zoom feature as well as an oversized 
viewfinder that is perfect when you don't want to take off those styl- 
ish sunglasses or bifocals. The self-timer is great for taking group 
shots and the date mode prints the date directly on the photo. 

The Nikon One Touch Zoom90 adds diversity to the classic point 
and shoot by providing a wide zoom range. Like the Canon, the 
Nikon is lightweight and compact with the date mode, auto-flash 
and slow syne which slows the shutter speed for low-light situations. 

The Team Frame Camera is a disposable camera from proweb- 
wear.com that sets your picture in one of three possible team back- 
grounds. 

Digital Cameras allow you to review the pictures as soon as you 
take them. If you don't like the picture, erase it. The benefit of the 
digital camera is that you can email particularly funny pictures to 
family, friends and co-workers. Like that one of Dad and a bunch of 
his buddies from the class of 1964 getting arrested after riding on top 
of the goal post as it is being paraded down Central Avenue. Now 
that’s just plain old fun! I recommend the Canon PowerShot $100 or 
the Minolta Dimage 2330 Zoom. 


Comfort and Luxury Items 

Sunglasses can definitely add a cool factor to your tailgating 
ensemble, contingent on one thing — you don’t look ridiculous in 
them. If you choose to go the sunglasses route take someone you 
really trust, and know a scandalous secret about, with you to pur- 
chase the glasses. If you have to, threaten your trusted loved one with 
exposing the secret if he or she lets you get glasses that look absurd. I 
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recommend Ralph Lauren, Bolle, and Fila. 

For kids try Bolle’s Cockatoo. 

Visors are extremely sexy on guys. Trust 
me, Okay, they used to be ultimate cheese, 
but recently I have seen more and more gen- 
tlemen pulling the visor look off extremely 
well. If you have a funny shaped head or 
really flat hair, you should stick with the ball 
cap. You can get a plain visor from 
www.jcrew.com, a visor from www.lifeis- 
good.com, or a visor with a team logo from 
a local ream store. 

Shoes. Unless you are in a sorority or in 
drag, you must wear comfortable shoes, | 
strongly recommend the Merrel Jungle Moc. 
They are water-resistant and insanely com- 
fortable. They are available at www.rei.com 
and other outdoor stores. The Asolo Fusion 
95 GTX will give you the boot height and 
support you won't get from the Moc. The 
boots are water-resistant and have Asoflex 
support shanks that give support but allow for 
flexibility. Plus they are really good looking! 
The boots are also available at www.rei.com 
and other camping stores. For wet-weather 
tailgating, slip on the old reliable L.L. Bean 
duck boots. The Gore-Tex/Thinsulate Bean 


Boots are better then ever with breathable 


Gore-Tex “lining and Thinsulate” Insulation. 
Some say that they are so "80's. News flash, 
people — they work, they're warm and retro 
80's is supposed to be cool now! They are 
available at www.llbean.com. 

Jackets. For cooler weather, try anything 
Mountain Hard Wear. The Windshear 
Fleeces are great for “heavy duty wind-fight- 
ing warmth” according to www.mountain- 
hardwear.com. We must remember to layer. 
So when it rains and snows add the Ethereal 
Shell/Three Layer Gore-Tex. They are light, 
durable, waterproof and dry quickly, There is 
no need to try anything else. You can order 
these at www.mountainhardwear.com. For 
simple lightweight early fall windbreakers 
always trust the old reliable Land's End. 
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(My) Family Heirloom Recipes: 


Dips 
Amaretto Fruit Dip: 


1 13 oz. jar of marshmallow cream 

1 8 oz. package of cream cheese 

Whip Together 

Add Amaretto to taste 

Mix 

Refrigerate until use 

Dip with fruits of choice — pineapple, 
bananas, apples, pears, mandarin oranges. 
Bring toothpicks. Pour into a plastic con- 
tainer or bag and transport to game in a 
cooler. 


Shaw Family Spinach Dip 

1 package of chopped spinach, thawed and 
well-drained 

1/2 bell pepper, chopped 

1 medium onion, chopped 

1 small carton sour cream 

1 package Knorr vegetable soup mix 

1 cup grated sharp cheese 

1 cup water chestnuts, diced 

Combine ingredients and chill for at least 2 
hours before serving. 


Kim’‘s Beer Cheese Dip: 

1/2 cup beer 

1 teaspoon cumin 

1 teaspoon garlic powder (optional) 
1 teaspoon oregano 

1 can refried beans 


1/2 cup hot salsa 

16 oz, Velveeta 

1/2 cup fresh cilantro or 2 tablespoons of 
dried cilantro 

Bring beer and spices to simmer. Add beans 
& salsa until heated throughout. Cut cheese 
into 1/2” pieces and add to mixture. Cook 
and stir until melted, stir in cilantro. 
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Pueblo Dip Ma’Sher 

8 oz. soft cream cheese ~ let soften 

8 oz. sour cream — let soften 

1 package dry taco-seasoning mix 
Combine ingredients and mix well with an 
electric blender 

Refrigerate overnight 

Before serving, garnish with taco sauce, 
grated cheddar cheese, chopped bell pepper, 
black olives, tomato and cilantro. Serve with 
tortilla chips. 


Marinades & Main Dishes 

On tailgate grills across the country, a per- 
son will likely find the old standards: Ham- 
burgers, Hot Dogs, Chicken and assorted 
beef. Here are a couple of Marinades to 


shake up those old traditionals. 
Ashley’s Chicken Marinade: 


4 07. soy sauce 

5 oz. dry sherry 

14 oz. pineapple juice 

2 oz. red wine 

3 oz. brown sugar 

1 teaspoon garlic 

Combine all ingredients and marinate 
overnight in the refrigerator, 


Martha’s Sirloin Marinade: 

(The sirloin will melt in your mouth!) 

3 tablespoons bourbon 

4 02. soy sauce 

1 teaspoon dry mustard 

1/2 cup water 

3 tablespoons cider vinegar 

Combine all ingredients and_ refrigerate 
overnight. 
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Heather Hodde 
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New Dixie’ Rinse & ReUse 
is made from real stone, 
to last through even 
your messiest meals. 
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Bill Burgers 


(Bill never measures so | don’t know the exact quantities.) 


3 Ibs. ground chuck or beef 


Worcestershire sauce (approximately 7 dashes) 
Yellow mustard (approximately 2 tablespoons) 


Soy sauce (approximately | tablespoon) 
Al sauce (approximately 2 tablespoons) 


1 ege 
1 package Lipton onion soup mix 


Prepare patties (wrap in bacon using toothpicks to secure — 


optional), Grill and serve. 


Drinks 


It is always a good idea to have plenty of water with you at any tail- 
gate. On cool or downright cold game days, you will want to serve 

something warm like coffee, cocoa or cider. Or you can drink some- 

thing that just makes you feel warm inside like bourbon. 

On warm or hot game days, you will want something to cool you 
off like soft drinks, iced tea or beer. One of my favorite drinks has 
been a part of our family tailgates for over 50 years. Try it! 


Fireplaces, Before you invest in a portable 
fireplace, be sure to call your stadium to 
make sure open flames are allowed. If fire- 
places are allowed, bring a Coleman Patio 
Hearth Fireplace. You can find them at your 
local camping supply store for around $150. 
It folds easily and is relatively lightweight. 

Dixie Rinse & Reusable Plates. 
New plates create less trash. You just 
wash and they're ready for next week's 
game. Strong enough for you to pile 
on extra servings, too. 

Perfect Touch by Dixie. Enjoy 
your home-brewed coffee on the = 
road. Specially insulated to keep bev- * 
crages hot, Easy grip surface. Tight 2 
fitting lid. And they're disposable. 

Chairs. The go-to guy of tailgating & 
luxury seating is the compact, cozy 
and durable Ozark Trail products. No more 
of that folding chair nonsense. Get the dou- 
ble-wide, the armchair or the lounger with 
footrest. You'll love the built-in drink holder. 
These products fold-up into a carrying case 
with a shoulder strap. They sell for $17.74 to 
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Nonni Juice 
3 cans Sprite 
2 cups orange juice 


Serve over ice. 


Same as above 


2 


Serve over ice. 


Gayton Wa 


Nonni on the Beach 


2 oz. sweetened instant tea with one cup of water 


1 bottle Maraschino cherry syrup 
1 large can pineapple juice 


Add Coconut Rum or Bourbon to your liking 


Please send your family heirloom recipes to 
heather. hodde@ @athlonsports.com. 


$24.97 on www.walmart.com. 

Binoculars. You will look a little funny 
with binoculars hanging around your neck, 
but it sure is nice to have them in the stands. 
So get a compact pair. You can go with the 
high tech shock- and water-resistant Canon 
18x50 IS with an image stabilizer. The 


Minolta Compact II is lightweight and 
comes with a 25-year warranty. Then there is 
always the cheap option, the Tasco 8 X 21- 
mm compact black binoculars. Don't blame 
me for your headache. 


Traveling Tailgate. If you choose to walk 
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the tailgating track and leave home base for a 
bit, be sure to take your Igloo WayCool 
backpack. It is an insulated backpack with 
mesh pockets for keys, snacks and your cam- 
era. When you get thirsty, slide off your 
WayCool and drink! 

Other games. Yes. Sometimes there are 
other games on that you care about 
only because of how they affect your 
own team’s ranking, Take a handheld 
RCA LCD TV with you to the tailgate. 
You can charge it in the car's cigarette 
lighter and then let the mini TV run on 
batteries. 

If you would like to share your tail- 
gating tips with Athlon’s football 
world, please email your suggestions to 
heather.hodde@athlonsports.com. 

Please email the Athlon Family your 
favorite tailgating stories and photographs 
for publication consideration. You may also 
mail them to: Heather E. Hodde, Athlon 
Sports, 220 25th Avenue North Suite 200, 
Nashville, TN 37203. Photographs will not 
be returned. 
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TOUGH 
AND MUDDY. 


Saturday Classics. 


TENDER 
AND JUICY. 


When the game heats up on the gridiron, put 


some Butterball® Fresh Chicken on the grill! Its 
guaranteed to cook up extra tender and juicy time 
after time. And every package comes with a special 
FreshTrace™ number that tracks it from the farm to 
your store. So you know Butterball Fresh Chicken 
is always as fresh as fresh can be. This Saturday, 


enjoy the game — and pass the Butterball! 


The best of all is Butterball’” 


Bautterhall is a reguaered traderctark of ComAzrs Brands Ine. 2001 ConAgra Brands, Inc 


Conte Foods 


Jennifer Wattron 
Jacksonville Jaguars 


Anne Crouch 
Tennessee Titans 


Amber Lancaste 
Seattle Seahawk 
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Kansas City Chiefs 


Tracey 
Baltimore Ravens 
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Teri Bohling 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 


Samantha O'Brient 
Oakland Raiders 


Washington Redskins 
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Lisa Mendoza Gina Marie Faria 
Arizona Cardinals Oakland Raiders 
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Quarterbacks 
1, Peyton Manning, Indianapolis 

Pick your poison, NFL defenses. Try to 
stop Manning or contain Edgerrin James; 
you cant do both in the same game, Man- 
ning threw for a league-leading 4,413 yards 
and tied for the league lead with 33 TDs. 
2. Kurt Warner, St. Louis 

Missed five weeks due to a broken pinky, 
bur still managed to throw for 300-plus 
yards in eight of his 11 starts. Warner is still 
surrounded by the league's best offensive 
ensemble and should put up huge numbers. 
3. Brad Johnson, Tampa Bay 

After a disappointing season in Washing- 
ton last year, when he was benched in favor 
of Jeff George, Johnson looks to rebound 
with Super Bowl expectations running high 
for the Bucs, 
4. Jeff Garcia, San Francisco 

Garcia made many 49er fans forget about 
Steve Young as he threw for 4,278 yards 
with 31 TDs and added another 414 yards 
on the ground with four TDs. 
5. Donovan McNabb, Philadelphia 

After Duce Staley went down in Week 
Five, McNabb became Philly's lone offen- 
sive weapon. He responded by throwing for 
3,365 yards with 21 TDs and rushing for a 
team-leading 629 yards with six TDs. 
6. Daunte Cu r, Minnesota 

Life will be a bit tougher this year minus 
the main cog (retired Robert Smith) in the 
NFC's best rushing attack, but Randy Moss 
and Cris Carter should help Culpepper reach 
another 3,937-yard (33 TD) season. 
7. Brian Griese, Denver 

Griese has shed the label of “Bob Griese’s 
son” and is building a legacy of his own. 
Health is the only question, although Den- 
ver inked him to a huge contract, so they 
must not be overly concerned. 
8. Elvis Grbac, Baltimore 

Grbae set career highs in passing yards 
(4,169) and TDs (28) last season in Kansas 
City. Joins the Super Bowl champs in hopes 
of preventing them from going five consec- 
utive weeks without an offensive TD again. 
9. Rich Gannon, Oakland 

Gannon continues to run Jon Gruden’s 
West Coast offense with mastery. He threw 
for 3,430 yards with 28 TDs and rushed for 
529 yards with four TDs. 
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10. Brett Favre, Green Bay 

The $100 million man rebounded from a 
subpar 1999 to post 3,862 passing yards and 
20 TDs in 2000. The NFUs reigning iron 
man at quarterback has started 141 consecu- 
tive regular-season games. 
11. Mark Brunell, Jacksonville 

Although his team didn't follow, Brunell 
regained his elite status by throwing for 
3,640 yards with 20 TDs. He still has 
weapons at his disposal. 
12. Doug Flutie, San Diego 

There's no quarterback controversy, but 
there is a young gun waiting in the wings 
(Drew Brees) in San Diego for Flutie to have 
to deal with this season. 
13. Trent Green, Kansas City 

Green won't be surrounded by the array of 
weapons that he had in St. Louis, but he 
should make friends quickly with the likes of 
Tony Gonzalez and Derrick Alexander. 
14. Drew Bledsoe, New England 

Bledsoe signed a $100 million contract 
extension that will keep him in the fold for 
many years. Troy Brown was a nice comple- 
ment to Terry Glenn last season, but Bledsoe 
missed security blanket, tight end Ben Coates. 
15. Jeff George, Washington 

George wont have to worry about playing 
time now that Brad Johnson is off to Tampa 
Bay. George threw seven TDs last season on 
just 194 attempts. 
16. Kerry Collins, N.Y. Gionts 

Collins can easily have a repeat of his 22 

TD passes if his offensive line can once again 
give him the time to survey the field without 
defenders in his face. 
17. Charlie Batch, Detroit 

When he's been healthy, Batch has shown 
enough leadership and ability to make him a 
solid NFL quarterback. With Marty Morn- 
hinweg’s pass-happy attack, expect an 
improvement over last season's 13 TD passes. 
18. Rob Johnson, Buffalo 

Johnson has yet to stay healthy for an 
entire season, which makes him a risk to be 
your No. | quarterback selection. A full sea- 
son of starts should put his touchdown pro- 
duction in the range of 20-25. 
19. Steve McNair, Tennessee 

McNair wont get you 30 TD passes a year 
like many of the elite quarterbacks, but he 
does have the added bonus of solid rushing 


Players by Position 
Top 50 Player Rankings 
Defense Ratings 


By Brian Hampton 


numbers for a quarterback. Dont look for 
many more than his 15 TD passes of a year 


ago. 
20. Vinny Testaverde, N.Y. Jets 

Testaverde’s 481 passing yards weren't 
cnough to propel the Jets past the Ravens 
and into the playoffs in the season finale, but 
it showed that he still has what it takes to 
decimate the league's best defense. 
21. Matt Hasselbeck, Seattle 

Although it wasn't Brett Favre, Mike 
Holmgren got his Green Bay quarterback to 
run the show in Seattle. Hasselbeck is hardly 
the grizzled veteran that Favre is, but he is 
better than the alternative, which was to re- 
sign Jon Kitna. 
22. Tim Couch, Cleveland 

Couch started the first seven games of the 
2000 season, throwing for 1,483 yards with 
seven TDs and nine INTs, before an injury 
cut his second season short. 
23. Jake Plummer, Arizona 

Plummer must cut down on the intercep- 
tions after throwing 21 last season and a 
league-leading 24 in 1999. The Snake's 13 
TD passes were a slight improvement over 
the nine he threw in 1999, 
24. Chris Chandler, Atlanta 

Chandler is the starter for now but 
Michael Vick will see his fair share of playing 
time. Chandler is injury-prone and unlikely 
to get 331 passing attempts as he did last sea- 
son with Vick now in the fold. 
25. Cade McNown, Chicago 

With offensive coordinator Gary Crowton 
out of the picture, McNown will get a 
chance to learn a new offense and could sal- 
vage his young career. 
26. Jeff Lewis, Carolina 

Little is known about Lewis’ ability as a 
starter, but he will be surrounded by an 
impressive supporting cast of receivers. 
27. Jon Kitna, Gncinnati 

Kitna may be the lesser of two evils for the 
Bengals this season since Akili Smith has 
done nothing to warrant his selection as the 
No. 3 overall pick in 1999, Kitna’s 18 TD 
passes for the Seahawks last season would be 
a welcome relief considering the Bengals 
threw an abysmal team total of six. 
28. Jay Fiedler, Miami 

Fiedler was asked to run Miami's ultra- 
conservative, ground-oriented offense with- 
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out making many mistakes. He succeeded. 
Miami's brand of passing offense doesn’t trans- 
late into fantasy success. Fiedler finished with a 
modest 2,402 passing yards and 14 TDs. 
29. Tony Banks, Dallas 

Banks has landed in Dallas to try to resur- 
rect his career and the dismal Cowboy offense. 
Don't expect Banks to top the Cowboys’ team 
total of 14 TD passes from last season. 


Running Backs 
1, Edgerrin James, Indianapolis 

James was the total package at running 
back in 2000, compiling a league-leading 
2,302 yards from scrimmage (1,709 rushing, 
594 receiving). He finished the year with 18 
TDs (13 rushing, 5 receiving) to finish second 
in scoring among non-kickers. 
2. Marshall Faulk, St. Louis 

Led the league in scoring with 26 TDs (18 
rushing, 8 receiving) in 2000. Finished with 
2,189 yards from scrimmage (1,359 rushing, 
830 receiving). Faulk is a must-have for any 
fantasy team because of his versatility. 
3. Jamal Lewis, Baltimore 

The Ravens’ first-round draft pick dis- 
played the power and burst that he hadn't 
shown since his freshman year at Tennessee. 
He rushed for 1,366 yards and six TDs and 
added another 296 yards on 27 receptions. 
4. Eddie George, Tennessee 

George carried the offensive load for the 
Titans with 403 rushing attempts for 1,509 
yards and 14 TDs. He also displayed a nice 
set of hands, hauling in 50 passes for 453 
yards and two TDs. 
5. Corey Dillon, Cincinnati 

Dillon finished the year with 1,435 yards 
and seven TDs. Although disgruntled at 
times, Dillon will remain the offensive cen- 
terpiece for the always-rebuilding Bengals. 
6. Fred Taylor, Jacksonville 

Injuries aside, Taylor is still the greatest 
breakaway threat in the league. Had nine 
straight 100-yard rushing games en route to 
1,399 yards and 12 TDs for the season. 
7. Stephen Davis, Washington 

Marty Schortenheimer won't have any 
trouble finding a workhorse running back in 
Washington like he did in his final seasons 
with the Chiefs, Davis logged 332 rushing 
attempts for 1,318 yards and 11 TDs. 
8. Jerome Bettis, Pittsburgh 

Bettis carries the load, and he brings a load 
when he hits the line of scrimmage. Com- 
piled the seventh 1,000-yard rushing season 
of his career with 1,341 yards and eight TDs. 
9. Tiki Barber, N.Y. Giants 

Barber was truly the catalyst that made the 
Giant offense go. He led the team in rushing 
with 1,006 yards and was the second-leading 
receiver with 70 catches for 719 yards. 


10. Warrick Dunn, Tompa Bay 

Dunn's durability was not a question as he 
led the Bucs in rushing attempts (248), rush- 
ing yards (1,133) and rushing TDs (eight) 
while ranking » third on the team in receptions 
(44) and receiving yards (422). 
11. Cortis Martin, N.Y. Jets 

Martin led the Jets with 1,204 rushing 
yards with nine TDs and added another 508 
yards on 70 receptions with two TDs. 
12. James Stewart, Detroit 

Stewart struggled early but rebounded to 
gain 1,184 yards and 10 rushing touchdowns 
for the year. 
13. Mike Anderson, Denver 

Anderson led all rookies with 1,500 rush- 
ing yards and 15 TDs. If Terrell Davis and 
Olandis Gary are back healthy this year, 
Anderson may not see as many carries with 
the logjam in the Broncos backfield. 
14. Charlie Garner, Oakland 

Durability was a question early in his 
career, but Garner, now in Oakland, showed 
no signs of fatigue for the 49ers last season, 
carrying the ball 258 times for 1,142 yards 
and catching 68 passes for 647 yards. 
15. Duce Staley, Philadelphia 

Staley started the season off with a fury, 
torching Dallas for 201 rushing yards in the 
opener. Staley’s year came to an abrupt end 
in week five after a season-ending foot injury. 
16. Emmitt Smith, Dallas 

Smith continues to amaze; he is only 
1,561 yards away from becoming the NFLs 
all-time leading rusher, 
17. Ricky Williams, New Orleans 

Williams got his 1,000 rushing yards for 
the year in the 10th game of the season, but 
that was all he'd gain. A broken ankle ended 
his regular season. 
18. Ricky Watters, Seattle 

Watters was thought to be expendable 
after the Seahawks used their 2000 first- 
round draft choice on Shaun Alexander. He 
wasn't, His 1,853 yards from scrimmage 
(1,242 rushing, 613 receiving) in 2000 were 
good enough to rank him fifth in the league. 
19. Lamar Smith, Miami 

Smith's 1,139 rushing yards were only 119 
yards shy of the Dolphins’ single-season 
rushing record. Smith finished the year with 
16 TDs (14 rushing, two receiving) which 
ranks him second on the Dolphins’ single- 
season leader's list. 
20. Ahman Green, Green Bay 

With Dorsey Levens sidelined with 
injuries most of the year, Green took advan- 
tage of the opportunity of being the featured 
back in Green Bay's offense. Green became 
the first player in 23 years for the Packers to 
lead the team in receptions (73) and rushing 
yards (1,175). 
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Become a member now... 
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Sports Fan Prizes 
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Special Offers 

Contest Information 


and more, all free! 


231 


“Enter by=c & 


yr? 7 ] [= 


* soF 5 - ~ . 


— 


Pick a team of 20 starters low 
using a $30,000,000 salary cap 


ROSTER 


* Starting team consists of 20 players: 


9 WayS (oO Ea 

League (1 in 5 earns cash) 

Division (1 in 10 earns more cash) 

Overall (Top 100 earn lots of cash) 

3 ; Weekly (Overall leader & Weekly leader earn $50) 

> momar ; ; * Field (Top 10 at your level of competition earn cash) 

*Staning team’s salary cannot exceed the $30,000,000 salary ; 25 wi aaP at ¢ , 
cap al any time - itt Cart 4 é-) 

¢ Taxi squad co f any 10 players. They are your backups 
ond may be & onto your starting foam for any reason 
injury, performance, match-ups, byes, etc 

* Salary cap and position distribution rules do not apply for the taxi 

squad, but do apply when switched onto the starting team. 


* Unlisted players can be placed on your tad squad. Their salary wil 
bo $1.000.000. They may be put into your starting lineup for Week 2 


LEAGUE FORMATION $150 
* Loagques 4 ms are formed on a first-come. first-served bass $100 
$75 
$50 
$25 


er by- 1-800-568-6288-or Via thi 
Internet at-hitp:7/ usafootball-¢cdnisports.com 


$200 


woulute your league. Ghvision and overall position every week 

ive a fve-page mailed report weekly or bi-weekly. You 

auiomatical ceive bi-weekly mailed reports of weekly 
Internet reports with your entry fee, beginning Sept, 19, 2001 

* Receive complete transactions for all teams in your league 
every otter woek via mail or weekly via Ihe Internet 

© Updated league rosters with the top § in ft division & the top 5 
overall sent the weeks of Sept. 17, and Oct. 22, 2001 

* Fax service available. Call tor details. (1-800-568-6288) 


ENTRY DEADLINES 

¢Phono, tax, and intemot entries must be received by 9 PM CT 
on Saturday, S mber 8, 2001 

¢ Mailed entries nr be postmarked no later than September 8 
2001, and received nc tater than Tuesday. September 11, 2001 


COST TO PLAY 


©$39.95 tor an entry by August 11 
9 of an ontry after August 11, 2001 

*$34,95 for an additional entry by August 11, 2001 

¢$44.95 for an additional entry after August 11, 2001 

#$10.00 tor reports to be mailed to a second address 

#$10.00 per address per team for reports to be mailed weekly 

father than beweekly 
*$10,00 to receive both bi-weekly and Internet reports 


TRANSACTION FEES 


¢ Make player transactions using a toll-free number or via the 
Internet 


Top 25 overall finishers are guaranteed to win 
at least $2,850.00, Plus each week $50 will be 
awarded to the overall leader based on year-to-date 


stats and $50 will be awarded to the overall leader 
based on standings for the week 
(beginning with Week 2) 


ceoe “LEVELING THE 
gee PLAYING FIELD” 


* Based on Week 6 standings, each team will be assigned 
to one of 25 fields. 

© All teams that are in Ist place in their league will be 
assigned to Field 1, all teams in 2nd place in their league 
will be assigned to Field 2, and so forth through Field 25 

* For the remainder of the Challenge, all teams will be 
ranked within their field as well as their league, division, 
and overall in order to compete for prizes. 

© After Week 6, 2 team's fleid assignment does not change. 

© Top 10 teams in each field earn cash prizes! 
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© The transaction fees are as follo 
Any player change by 9 
Bye vi s 

Taxi Squad Switch (unten 

Now Player Purchase ( 


$3 each 
$10 each 


t 12) 


* Save $20 on purct $! Buy 12 purchases for the pnce of 10 
($100)! Purchase package must be bought by 9 PM CT on 
Sat., Sept. Btn, and assigned to one team. Pre-paid purchases 


ore non-retundable and non-transferable 


* Player transactions must be made by Saturday 9 PM Central Time in 
order to be effective tar the upcoming Sunday and Monday games. 


NOW IN OUR 9 
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SCORING 


*Each team will be ranked within its league, division and overall by eight 
statishcal categories 


Rushing Yards Avg 


* The following formula is used to calculate total sconng: 
(Rushing TOs x 6}+(Passing TDs x 3}+(Receiving TDs x 3) + 
(Field Goats x 3}+Extra Points+(Other TDs x 6), 

* Kicker Scoring is calculated as all points scored by any player by kicking 
the football through the uprights. 

The average categories are calculated using your team {otal passing 
attompts, carries and receptions. 

*Rankings will be determined by using the Rotisseria® style ranking 
system. Each team is tanked in league, division and overall 

eStats are accumulated weekly for all 20 starting players. The stat 
week begins with games playec on Thursday and ends with games 
played on Monday 

*All pro football statistics accumulated by the players on the starting 
team, regarciess of what position they play during the season, 
contribute tc a team's statistics totals, Special team yardage does 
not count 

* Taxi squad players’ stats do not contribute to team’s stat totals, 

* Previous stats by a player before he was on your roster do not count. 

°A players statistics ate added to your team’s statistics totals only during 
the woeks that he is in your starting team, 

*Pre-soason and playoff statistics do not contribute to your team's 
Statistics totals, 

* Division points are calculated by ranking your team’s statistics totais 
Versus every Other team’s stats in your division's 10 leagues 

* Overall points are calculated by ranking your team’s statistics totals 
versus ail other entries’ in the USA TODAY Football Chatenge. 


¢Tne USA TODAY Football Challenge welcomes entries trom around the 
world All fees. however, must be paid with U.S, funds. For Canacian, 
Mexican and overseas entries. please add $10 to cover additional mailing 
costs, If needed, our toll number is 1-314-991-1511 

¢Pilayor transactions cannot be made until your team has been entered 
into the computer database. Mailed and faxed teams will be entered 
within tive working days of recoipt 

*Player transactions can be made with live commissionors or via the 
Internat. Commissioners are available 9 AM-9 PM CT Tuesday thru 
Saturday 

eit you submit multiple entnes, please specify if you would like the teams 
entered in the same or different leagues. Limit 6 teams per customer 
per one league 

#if you and yo nencs would Wike to be im the same league, please mai 
the entry forms in together and specify “Same League” or call for special 
instructions. Limit 6 fnends* teams por one league 

*CDM, Inc, is a licensee of the Gannett Satellite Information Network, Inc., 
and is solely responsible for enacting. administering. enforcing the ruins, 
and maintaining the integrity of The Challenge. 

*COM, Inc. reserves the right to revise any rules to improve the USA 
TODAY Football Challenge. 

* Further explanation of all rules will be contained In your Welcome Package. 

«if you have questions regarding the rules of the USA TODAY Football 
Chatlonge, please call 1-800-568-6288 
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Positions and salaries, as listed here, remain the same all season, N/A indicates that player was not on a team as of April 22, 2001. 


QuanTERBACKS (CONT) Runnec Backs (cont) Tart Ewos (cont) _ Woe RECEIVERS (cont) __ Wide Recewers (cont) _| 
Bo r wy | "Ti Saiey OF Ts s 1 TM q 
| © Pr Mi Salary | D Play 1 Sey Pts iM Satary HD Pape TM Satry Player TM aay | 
128 GEORGE, JEFF WAS 1620 235 LEVENS, DORSEY GB 1140 408 RIEMERSMA, JAY 7 1030. 525 ROBINSON, MARCUS __CHI_ 1400 587 7 REED, JAKE MIN 620 
127 FIEDLER, JAY WA 1600 236 PRENTICE. TRAVIS CLE 1310 409 BRADY, KYLE JAC 1010 526 GALLOWAY, JOEY DAL 1390 588 LOCKETT, KEVIN KC 610 
128 AIKMAN, TROY wA 1589 237 ANTOWAN BUF 1100 410 MCGEE TONY GN 970 527 MORTON, JOHNONE DET 1390 589 ENGRAM. BOBBY Cn 60 
§ GRAMATICA MARTIN, —TB_N740_ 129 DILFER, TRENT WA 1530 238 MLEN AMES OW 1068411 SAOAN HAND DET__ 950 528 PICKENS. CARL DA 1300 590 BOOKER MARTY CH 60 
S_MARE DLINDO _MIA_1740 130 STEWART, KORDELL PiT_1520 229 WARREN, Cis PH! 1070. 412 CHAMBERLAIN, BYRON MIN 930 S29 GHREBET, WAYNE NY3 1380 591. EDWAADS, TROY AT S80 
5 _DEL GRECO, AL WA 1783 431 _MCNOWN, CADE CHI 1500 200 NABY, TERRY _RAL 1020. 413, ORGER, KEN INO__890_ 530 _WANIM, AZ-ZAHIR STL_1370_ 582 HAWHONS, COURTNEY __PIT_570 
7 STOVER, MATT BAL_1720 75) HARBAUGH, Jt Der 1480 ce eS wet __ NA 10 414 ALEXANDER, STEPHEN WAS 820. 537 GADSDEN, ORONOE MIA 1360 503 JOHNSON PAT BA 570 & 
§ OSESTE STEVE BUF 1700 135 FREROTTE, GS DEN 1420 = — = oe 415 MARK WA 730 537 MATS, TERANCE ATL 1330 S34 JUREVICRIS JOE MG $80 
S$ ELAM SASON___DEN_ 1640. 134 BANKS, TOMY SS a ee ey RS ae. bn, OE __B_ 78. sx sane. ne NYS 1330 $95 BRADFORD. COREY 50 
10 HOUUS, MIKE __JAC_ 1630. 735 BROOKS, AARON Oe em ae 457 GLOVER, MORE Wh TOO S34 MARTIN, TONY MA 1320 596 GREEN EG WO 510 
1A_VINATIERL, ADAMA__NE_1630_ 35 HASSELBECK MATT SEA 1200 cage at Ge 418 FRANKS, BUBBA __GB_ 680 535 WESTBROOK MICHAEL WAS 1300 $97 _MOGARMTY, WANE DA 510 
& Ss ONS Pri 1600. 137 CDONMELL NER Re Be a See 538 DAWKINS, SEAM NA 1290 808 SOWARD.R JAY BX 480 
oe TS 1 1G ao Se oe Se ___o8 S07 SANOERS FRAME _—=ARZ_1270 «S93 CHAMEAMLDARAN GLE 440 
i = — Ate 222 COUCH. Ti CLE 1000 345 JOHNSON J a as ps alee a SS oe 538 SMAL RAGHS BA 1220 600 PINKSTON, TOOO mM 430 
BROWN, DeaMkLat MY tie £22 BREMNER MAK AT 580 
te eG TET yup” 182_GAANAM. KENT PIT_ 1010 2p pAANDE. ERMA $0) 88 wes anneal PATE TG ra S22 CROWELL GERMANE DET _1180_ 601 FARMER. DANOYY ON 410 
~ 141 MATTHEWS, SHANE CH 950 351 CENTERS LARRY ; 42) MATOS, PETE _WYG_ $7. 519 GREEN, JACOUET TB 118) G02 DAWSON, JA JUAN GE 400 
17 HAL JOHN NYS _1510 31 WA 830 474 CLARK GREG S$ _s70 os a eas 
a MCRED, Ten tary, 242 MRLER sat CH 900 Sy peace Pee Fo os tn GEA Garp Sat WARD. Dep 1150 NORTHOUTT, DENS 
19 ANDERSEN. MORTON an 1480 143 HUARD, BROCK SEA 850 343 BRYSON SHAAW BF 8 iy wales Rae Ra sso A RE AY WA 116) 604 STREETS TH = «= 
20. BASEN. COG WA_te1g 140 LUCAS, AY MiA 350 254 THOMAS. ROONEY TEN &20 477 HAAR, MOE ON sag 23 SAL. tony Be 1100 
21 RASAY. JOHN CAR ax) 165 HUARD, DAMON MA 810 255 FLETCHER TEARELL S080 425 WIGGNS, JRMANE E59 Set ETT. AMES ee 
22 SEDER TM OM tag 146 LEWIS. JEFF CAR 800 256 MORRIS. SAMMY BF 810 429 LAFLEUR, DAV Da stp StS JOHNSON. KEV BE 1000 
21 CONMAY, BRETT WAS 1370 167 SWATH AN CN 7 3? KOS. SOP WAS 819 430 GLERLANO. CAM mp__s19 505 SMALL Tome ie 
iC. . E  a ed KC 770 258 JONES. THOMAS ABl WO 431 ‘NELLY, REGOY an sag S42 STONES. 44 SF _ 1630 
25_ PETERSON. 1000 KE 1360 149 LEAF. RYAN 18__750_ 289 WATSON. JUSTIN STL_ 800.437 WEAVER £0 1h aag. 3 PACE PRESS SE 100 
26 RICHEY, WADE SO_1360. 150 PENONGTON.CHAD__NYJ__750_ 260 _ CLOUD, MIKE KC__ 790 430 CLARK DESMOND DEN aap 349 BROWN. TROY NE _1000 
27 _LUNDELL. RYAN SEA_1100 281 CROCKETT. ZACK RAL 700 434 GOOOWIN, MINTER MA agg $50 MOORE. HERMAN DET 1000 
28 ALL EFF MO 1100 Rune Bacxs 282 SORESNGER CORY DET. =O 435 ERNE Sh a0 S51 OWGHT, Tm a) 
23 BLANCHARD, CARY 5A 1080 ree MW Saary eed NYG 70 436 CARSWELL. Owarse CEN 49 SS2_ WARD. HINES Pq $80 
30_DALURSO, BRAD YG 1060. ot FALL MARSHALL mn 0 2 Moe MN 790 437 _BEDHT, ANTHONY WY) 370. 553. POOLE KEITH $0 
31_ EDINGER, PALL C8102 Seo James EDCERAN aD zazo 205_ KEATON. CURTIS CN 700 435 MAL TAA SEA 360 554 CONWAY, CURTISS SO 920 
32_ DAWSON, Prat GE 1010 5) canTn ROBERT WA 7689 206_BENNETT, BRANOON GN 780 439 MOWLLIAMS. JOHNNY MN 330 555_THIGPEN, YANCEY WA 520 
33 RACERS NER ON 1000 30 TaNLOR FRED Me nay 257_Brwuae KENNY SO 770 88) SHEA AARON CLE 320 556 SANDERS. CHRIS a) 
34 MURRAY. EDO WA 1000 355 paLON COREY Gh pi 204 CANDATE TRuNG STL 770 481 KAADY, TERRY $Al WOO SS7 JACKSON DARRELL = SEA 880 
206 GEORGE. EDOE TEN 2070 208 _CHANCEY, ROBERT WA 70) 412 SINCENO, KASEEM CH 300 558 MOORE. ROS AA B60 754 AB BARLOW KEVAN SF 800 
rr’ 
Quantensacks 207 SMITH, EMAMTT DA 2060 270 EDWARDS, ROBERT NE 130 553 JOHNSON, CHARLES PHI 850 205 RB EVANS, HEATH SEA_ 800 “= 
DP BERT y 205 _GAANER. CHARLIE RA 2010 «771 RICHARDSON, TONY < Wive Recesvers 560 SHEPHERD, LESLIE MA 810 296 FRB MINOR TRAVIS MIA 800 
TOR MANNS. PEYION 31403 WATTERS. ROXY SEA 940. 272 UNTO OAATON BUF 70) gray rey 2 Sk maT 
102 WARNER KURT STL song 210 DAMS, STEPHEN WAS 1810. 273 WACOUSE. ROBERT STL_710. oy ancy panoy wry ou Teo HS TE HEA 100 _tX 
— ba MN _ 2340 MCOUFRE. 0.3. Mu 770) «6448 TE CRUMPLER. ASE AML 600 
100 GANNON. RICH RA 2749 201 OAVIS, TERRELL DEN 1800 274 NEARST, GARRISON Sf_110. > nour, TORRY sn 2000 4) 
Sonn eee ey a Ba : WILKNS, TERRENCE INO 760 445 TE BREWER, SEAN ON 500 
104 BEUEPLEIN, STEVE WA 2710. 212 MARTIN, CURTIS _NYJ_1750_ 275 MURRELL. ADRIAN WAS Gi) Te CuITH, ROD DEN 1900 : 
: - 565, DYSON, KEVIN TEN 750 446_TE MEIER, SHAD TEN __ $00 
105 FAVRE, BRETT G8 255g 213 DUNN, WARRIK, 18_1670 278 EWS. GATS GE _@ S04 ALEXANDER, DERRICK KC 1890 a 
214 LEWIS. JAMAL BX 1630 277 MORTON CHAD NO S66_THRASH, JAMES P70 
106. BLEDSOE, DREW NE ey Se $05 MOULDS, Efac Gur 1660 605 WA TERRELL. OAVO Oa 1000 
215_ ANDERSON, JAMAL AML_1620 778 MACK STACEY wc 567 _KENNISON. EDDIE ay ee —— 
107 BRUNELL, MARK JAC _ 2570 506 HARRISON. MARVIN (NO 1820 on 606 WR ROBINSON, KOREN SEA 1000 
216_ GREEN, AMMAN G8_1620 279 HOAAD, LEROY WA _ 640 S63_ SCOTT, DARNAY 340 rs 
108 GRBAC, ELVIS BAL yy Se ne SOT_ OWENS, TERRELL SF_ 1790 MASON, DERRICK TEN 730 807 WR GARONER,ROO WAS 1000 
109, MCNAIR, STEVE TEN 24g, 217 BARBER, TH BEG SEAS. 200 OREN, ERAN, XC C4 8 BRUCE, SAAC in 0 
218 WHEATLEY, TYRONE RAL 1580 281 ANDERSON, RICHIE WY) 620 570_LEWSS, JERMAINE au 729 (608 WR SANTANA 
110 GAPEPPER DANTE N20. 2 Serre enous at 570" da ae can eo SMITH. sau JAC 1689 53) waves DONALD TAA 720 G09 WR MITCHELL FREDOE Pt 1000 
TH) GARCIA, JEFF SF 2290 OS. 510_MCCAFFAEY, ED OEM 1650 Sy) HATCHETTE MATTHEW va 710 810_WR WAYNE REGGE 
112 COLLINS, KERRY NYG 2290 S11 FREEMAN, ANTOMO G8 1550 57) mcxecHT. JAMES DAL 700. O1E_ WR QuNCY CLE 900 eye 
EASA Olea 
113 MCNABB. DONOVAN Pal 2010 512_ BROWN, TIM RAL_1540 574 MAYES, DERRICK SEA 700 812_WR JOHNSON, CHAD CiN_ 900 Fs) . 
114 GRIESE. BRIAN DEN 1990 513. CARTER, CRIS WIN 1540 S75 WoRRIs SvIVESTEA Kc 700. 613. WRLFERGUSON, ROBERT GB_900 eg 
11S GREEN, TRENT xC_1970 534 GLEWN, TERRY NE 1530 576 JEFFERS, PATRICK TAR 699 B14 WA CHAMBERS. CHRIS __MIA_ 900 
116 BLAKE, JEFF NO 1950 515 TOOMER, AMAM NYG 1530 S77 MCOANIEL, JEREMY BUF 690 615 _WR SMITH, STEVE CR 
117 CHANOLER, CHRIS ATL_ 1930 516 BOSTON, DAVID ‘ARZ_1510 578 ANTHONY, REDEL Te gag O16 WR MINNIS, MARVIN, KC. B00 
118 JOHNSON, BRAD 1B 1890 517_HORN, JOE NO 1510 §79 FRYAR, IRVING WAS 680 AM salaries are in 000's, 
119 FLUTE, DOUG SO 1860 518 Je SHAWN ATL 1510 580 COLES, LAVERANUES YJ 670 
120 TESTAVEROE. VINNY __NYJ 3860 519 MUHAMMAD. MUHSIN CAR 1490 S81 PATTEN, DAVID GE 660 
121_ BATCH, CHARLIE DET 1830 520 CORNELL, ALBERT NO _1470 582 SIMMONS, TONY NE G60 
122_KITNA, JON CIN 1620 521_ GRAHAM, JEFF SO_1460 583 JACKSON, WILLIE NO 640 
123 PLUMMER, JAKE ARZ_ 1770 522 JOHNSON, KEYSHAWN T1450 584 PATHON, JEROME IND 640 
124 JOHNSON. ROB BUF 1680 523. SCHROEDER, BLL GB_ 1480 58S BURRESS, PLAXNICO Pq 630 
125 CUNNINGHAM RANDALL N/A 1640 734 MITCHELL BRIAN PHI 1150 407 POLLARD, MARCUS ND 1000 524 MCCARDELL. KEENAN = JAC «1400 «586 TAYLOR, TRAVIS BL 630 
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Complete the entry form and enter your team using Visa, MasterCard or Discover by calling 1-800-568-6288 from ot the 
9 AM to 9 PM Monday thru Sunday or by fax (314) 991-1564 anytime. To pay with check or money order mail to: Footbal 
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Players 


|, Team Owner Information i, Starting Team ill, Taxi Squad 
Feel free to enlarge or use a separate piece of paper 
Name Pos Id Name Salary Pos ld Name Salary , id Name Salary 
Team Name K —_—_—_ RB __ 2 
Address : = 3 
City St. ZIP a 4 
Phone a6 __ Te __ at ee: 
Email Address bse wa : f 
— WR —= — 
MCVISA/DISC RB WR | as. 
First Entry =" — o— a 
Additonal Entries Quantity oo x$ = RB — 9 
12 Purchases Quantity _ « $100.00 « RB WR _—_ mt 
poy a mel | Po wR __ ne 
sonal $$ ity =$ 9 a SS eo =< 
TOTAL PAYMENT ST SNOT, a Ee REFER A FRIEND AND GET A 
Minn ou played’ Git Chasen’ badiad? Total Team Salary (cannot exceed $30,000,000) S$. $20 TRANSACTION CREDIT! 


NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. To receive a copy of the rules and & one-time team selection entry forn void o! al services, send a = 
letter size, setl-addressed, stamped envelope to: COM, Inc/ USA TODAY Football, P.O. Box 28336. St Louis. MO 63146. One 
request per household. One request per envelope. Al requests mutt be received by September 1. 2001. You must be t# years or 
cider to parscipate. Nesdaiend atsanat tie No employees of COM, Inc, the USA TODAY. teh inelsctemaceicbiies snubaaban = 


21. James Allen, Chicago 

Allen entered the fold for the Bears in the 
same season (1998) as Curtis Enis, which 
makes the Enis disappointment more toler- 
able. Enis never panned out bur Allen came 
through with a solid year in 2000, rushing 
for 1,120 yards, 
22. Jamal Anderson, Atlanta 

Anderson rebounded from a devastating 
knee injury in 1999, but the Dirty Bird 
didn’t soar as high as he once did. Anderson 
managed 1,024 yards on the ground last 
season, but that was a far cry from his 
NFC-leading 1,893 rushing yards in 1998. 
23. Tyrone Wheatley, Oakland 

Wheatley led the charge with 1,046 yards 
for the league's top-ranked rushing offense. 
Wheatley will still get plenty of carries, but 
the addition of Charlie Garner will lighten 
his workload a bit this season. 
24, Tshimanga Bickabutuka, Carolina 

Biakabutuka has yet to stay in the start- 
ing lineup for an entire season, so don’t 
expect much of an improvement over last 
year's 627 yards on the ground. 
25. Michael Bennett, Minnesota 

Bennett has blazing speed and a similar 
running style to Robert Smith, the man he 
will replace. The high-powered Viking 
offense may not even skip a beat with Ben- 
nett in the lineup. 
26. Tony Richardson, Kansas City 

Richardson is a pweener who sees more car- 
ries than most fullbacks. Look 
for him to put up similar num- 
bers to his 2000 totals of 147 
rushes and 697 rushing yards. 
27. LaDainian Tomlinson, San 
Diego 

Upgrading the league's 28th- 
ranked rushing attack shouldn't 
be too daunting of a task for 
Tomlinson considering the 
Chargers’ leading rusher only 
had 384 yards in 2000. 
28. Terrell Davis, Denver 

The backfield is very 
crowded in Denver thanks to 
the emergence of Mike Ander- 
son and Olandis Gary, 
29. Ron Dayne, N.Y. Giants 

Dayne was the thunder to 
Tiki Barber's lightning in the 
Giants backfield. Dayne enjoyed 
a solid rookie season but disap- 
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dgerrin James, Indianapolis 
Marshall Faulk, St. Louis 
Peyton Manning, Indianapolis 
Kurt Warner, St. Louis 

Terrell Owens, San Francisco 
Randy Moss, Minnesota 
Lewis, Baltimore 


Eddie George, Tennessee 
Brod Johnson, Tampa Bay 
Jett Garcia, San Francisco 
Corey Dillon, Gncinnati 
Marvin Harrison, Indianapolis 


Isaac Bruce, St. Louis 
Donovan McNabb, Philadelphia 
Daunte Culpepper, Minnesota 
Eric Moulds, Buffalo 
Brian Griese 
Torry Holt, St. Louis 

19. Elvis Grbac, Baltimore 


31. Thomas Jones, Arizona 

Jones found the going pretty difficult dur- 
ing his rookie season in 2000 behind the 
Cardinals’ makeshift offensive line. 
32. Mike Alstott, Tompa Bay 

With Warrick Dunn emerging as the fea- 
ture back in Tampa Bay, look for Alstott’s 
role to shift mainly to short-yardage and 
goal-line situations. 
33. Priest Holmes, Kansas City 

Holmes is not an every-down back but his 
explosiveness warrants a starting role in 
Kansas City. The Chiefs need him to stay 
healthy in order to utilize his breakaway abil- 


ity. 
34, Shaun Alexander, Seattle 

Alexander was unable to unseat Ricky 
Watters as the Seahawks’ starting tailback as 
a rookie in 2000, but he is still being 
groomed as Seattle's running back of the 
future. 
35. Michael Pittman, Arizona 

Pittman led the Cards in rushing yards 
(719) and receptions (73), becoming the first 
Cardinal to do so since Terry Metcalf in 1975, 
36. Travis Henry, Buffalo 

Henry figures to be the feature back the 
Bills have been searching for since the depar- 
ture of Thurman Thomas. 
37. Kevin Faulk, New England 

Faulk is a double-threat as he returns punts 
and kicks. He finished with a combined 1,035 
yards rushing and receiving with five TDs. 


Top 50 NFL Player Rankings 


30. Tony 


26. Rich Gannon, Oakland 

27. Brett Favre, Green Bay 

28. Mark Brunell, Jacksonville 

29. Doug Flutie, San Diego 
Gonzalez, Kansas City 
31. Ed McCaffrey, Denver 

32. Curtis Martin, N.Y. Jets 

33. James Stewart, Detroit 

34. Mike Anderson, Denver 

35. Charlie Gamer, Oakland 

36, Jimmy Smith, Jacksonville 

37. Derrick Alexander, Kansas Gty 
38. Trent Green, Kansas Gty 

39. Drew Bledsoe, New England 
40. Tim Brown, Oakland 

41. Gis Carter, Minnesota 

42. Joe Horm, New Orleans 

43. Jeff George, Washington 

44. Keenan McCardell, Jacksonville 


peared down the stretch, 

30. Shawn Bryson, Buffalo 
Bryson, a fullback in college, 

saw most of his action at tail- 

back last year and led the team 

in rushing with 591 yards on 

161 carries. 
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20. Rod Smith, Denver 
21. Fred Taylor, Jacksonville 
22. Stephen Davis, Washington 
23. Jerome Bettis, Pittsburgh 
24. Tiki Barber, N.Y. Giants 


25. Warrick Dunn, Tampa Bay 


45. Germane Crowell, Detroit 
46. Terry Glenn, New England 
47. Duce Staley, Philadelphia 


48. Emmitt Smith, Dallas 
49. Ricky Williams, New 


50. Ricky Watters, Seattle 


ATHLON® SPO 


38. Anthony Thomas, Chicago 

Thomas will push incumbent starter 
James Allen early and may find himself start- 
ing by mid-season. Thomas has a rare com- 
bination of explosiveness and power. 
39. Robert Edwards, New England 

Edwards will attempt a comeback this 
year after sitting out the previous two seasons 
while on the mend from a catastrophic knee 
injury. If he can regain his form from his 
rookie season when he rushed for 1,115 
yards and nine TDs it will be a major plus. 
40. Richie Anderson, N.Y. Jets 

Anderson wont put up big numbers on 
the ground but he is a scoring threat on the 
receiving end coming out of the backfield. 
41. Sammy Morris, Buffalo 

Morris is a powerful runner up the middle 
who spent most of his time at fullback last 
season for the Bills. Morris led all Bills run- 
ning backs with five rushing TDs. 
42. Deuce McAllister, New Orleans 

The Saints used their 2001 first-round 
draft pick on McAllister as an insurance pol- 
icy for the oft-injured Ricky Williams and 
because he was simply the best player avail- 
able on their board at the time. 
43. Dorsey Levens, Green Bay 

Prying Ahman Green out of the starting 
job may be a difficult task for Levens to 
accomplish after coming off nvo injury- 
plagued seasons. 
44, Travis Prentice, Cleveland 

Prentice accounted for nearly 
half of Cleveland's rushing yards 
with 512 yards and all of their 
rushing TDs with seven. 
45. Rodney Thomas, Atlanta 

Thomas was a victim of the 
Titans’ off-season salary purge 
and now finds himself backing 
up Jamal Anderson in Adanta. 
46, Rob Konrad, Miami 

Konrad has averaged 36 
offensive touches in his first nvo 
seasons for the Dolphins, so 
don’t expect many more than 
that in 2001. 
47, Stonley Pritchett, Philadelphia 

Used mostly as a third-down 
back while Duce Staley was still 
in the lineup, but he proved to 
be a hard-nosed runner up the 
middle in Staley’s absence. 
48. Travis Minor, Miami 

Minor'’s speed and versatility 
make him a perfect change-up to 
the bruising style of running by 
Lamar Smith. 
49. Chris Fuamatu-Ma’ afalo, Pittsburgh 

One man drives the bus for 
the Steelers, but he will need a 
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pit stop every once in a while. Fuamatu- 
Ma‘afala has the same type of bruising run- 
ning style as Bettis, should the Bus ever 
break down. 
50. Fred Beasley, San Francisco 

Charlie Garner took care of the running 
duties in the first 80 yards of the field, but 
when it was money time in the red zone, 
Beasley got the call to arms with six TDs. 


Receivers 
1. Terrell Owens, San Francisco 

Finished second in the NFC with 97 
receptions for 1,451 yards with 13 TDs. 


Jeff Garcia can have a repeat performance at 
QB, Owens will once again be the main 
recipient of the 49ers’ offensive fortunes. 
2, Randy Moss, Minnesota 

Moss may be unhappy as a Viking but his 
production probably shouldn't slip. Aver- 
aged 18.7 yards per catch on his 77 recep- 
tions for 1,437 yards with a league-leading 
15 TD catches. As long as Cris Carter is 
around, Moss’ antics should be kept to a 
minimum. 
3. Marvin Harrison, Indianapolis 

Harrison remains Peyton Manning's 
favorite target as he led the AFC in recep- 
tions (102) and receiving TDs (14). Look 
for more of the same. 
4, Isaac Bruce, St. Louis 

Bruce was only able to snag nine TDs, 
mainly because Marshall Faulk handles the 
bulk of the scoring for the Rams. Bruce's 
number was still called enough times for 
him to compile 1,471 yards on 87 recep- 
tions. 
5. Eric Moulds, Buffalo 

Moulds is a young and gifted receiver 
with tremendous athletic ability. Another 
94-catch, 1,326-yard season should be in 
store for him if Rob Johnson can stay 
healthy. 
6. Torry Holt, St. Louis 

Led the league in receiving yards (1,635) 
and yards per catch (19.9), but he was in 
the same boat as Isaac Bruce when it came 
to scoring (six TDs). 
7. Rod Smith, Denver 

Smith's 1,602 receiving yards were 
enough to lead the AFC last season. With 
the Broncos’ strong rushing attack and Ed 
McCaffrey in the other receiver slot, Smith 
is the beneficiary of a lot of single coverage. 
8. TE Tony Gonzalez, Kansas City 

Elvis has left the building, but a change 
in quarterbacks in Kansas City won't pre- 
vent Gonzalez from another 93-catch, 
1,203-yard season. Gonzalez may reach 
double digits in ‘TD catches after finishing 
with nine last season. 
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Developed into the 49ers’ No. 1 receiver. If 


9. Ed McCaffrey, Denver 

McCaffrey’s 101 catches made him the 
second receiver to eclipse the century mark 
in receptions for the Broncos last season. 
There's no reason to believe he can't top his 
nine TDs of a year ago. 
10. Muhsin Muhammad, Carolina 

Breaking in a new quarterback (Jeff Lewis) 
shouldn't be a problem for the NFC’s leading 
receiver (102 catches). Having Patrick Jeffers 
back will lighten the double-teaming 
Muhammad faced last year. 
11. Jimmy Smith, Jacksonville 

Smith's eight TD catches are plausible 
again, along with his 1,207 receiving yards. 
With Mark Brunell firing them the ball, 
Smith and Keenan McCardell are still one of 
the best receiving tandems in the league. 
12. Derrick Alexander, Kansas City 

Alexander wasn't Elvis Grbac’s favorite tar- 
get — that honor was bestowed upon Tony 
Gonzalez — but Alexander led the team in 
TD receptions (10) and receiving yards 
(1,391). 
13. Tim Brown, Oakland 

Brown and quarterback Rich Gannon are 
both 13-year veterans but they continue to 
shine in the ewilight of their careers. Brown 
once again led the Raiders in receptions with 
76 for 1,128 yards and 11 TDs. 
14. Cris Carter, Minnesota 

After 14 years in the league, Carter con- 
tinues to perform at a high level. Even with 
Randy Moss on the team, Carter is still the 
go-to guy and once again led the Vikings in 
receptions with 96 for 1,274 yards and nine 
TDs. 
15. Joe Horn, New Orleans 

Horn was a free-agent steal for the Saints 
in 2000 as he made the long catch-and-run a 
routine. Horn had a career year with 94 
receptions for 1,340 yards and eight TDs. 
16. Keenan McCardell, Jacksonville 

Set career highs with 94 receptions and 
1,207 receiving yards last season. McCardell 
and Jimmy Smith both recorded 1,000 
receiving yards for the third time. 


17. Germane Crowell, Detroit 

A broken foot sidelined Crowell for sever 
weeks in the middle of the season last year 
Expect a healthy Crowell to repeat his suc 
cess of 1999 when he caught 81 passes fo 
1,338 yards and seven TDs. 
18. Terry Glenn, New England 

Glenn remains a consistent deep threat 
although some question his toughness wher 
going over the middle. Finished the yea 
with 79 receptions for 963 yards and six 
TDs. 
19. Keyshawn Johnson, Tampa Bay 

The Bucs need their big-time receiver tc 
step up his production if they're going t 
entertain thoughts of a Super Bowl again 
Johnson was mainly a non-factor in the red 
zone last year, but he did mani age eight TD 
receptions on 71 catches for 874 yards. 
20. Darrell Jackson, Seattle 

A third-round pick out of Florida last year, 
it was Jackson who led all rookie receivers in 
receptions (53), receiving yards (713) and 
TD receptions (six). 
21. David Boston, Arizona 

Boston has the size and speed to be a dom- 
inant receiver. He managed 71 receptions for 
1,156 yards and seven TDs last season. 
22. Amani Toomer, N.Y. Giants 

Recorded consecutive 1,000-yard_receiv- 
ing seasons in 1999-2000. A repeat perfor- 
mance of his 1,094 yards and seven TDs is 
very likely. 
23. TE Shannon Sharpe, Baltimore 

Led the Ravens in receptions (60) and 
receiving yards (822). Sharpe's flair for the 
dramatic culminated with his NFL postsea- 
son record-breaking 96-yard touchdown 
reception in the AFC Championship Game 
against Oakland. 
24. Michael Westbrook, Washington 

When healthy, Westbrook is one of the 
most dangerous receivers in the game. West- 
brook’s biggest problem over his six-year 
career has been staying in the lineup because 
of injuries. His cancerous attitude seems to 
be a thing of the past. 
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12. Denver 


1. Tampa Bay 
2. Baltimore 

3. Tennessee 
4. New Orleans 
5. Philadelphia 


15. Detroit 


6. N.Y. Giants 
7. Seattle 

8. Oakland 

9. Miami 

10. Jacksonville 
11. Pittsburgh 


20. Buffalo 
22. Chicago 
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13. N.Y. Jets 
14. St. Louis 


16. Green Bay 
17. New England 
18. San Diego 
19. Washington 
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23. San Francisco 
24. Kansas City 
25. Minnesota 
26. Carolina 

27. Atlanta 

28. Cleveland 

29. Dallas 

30. Cincinnati 

31. Arizona 


21. Indianapolis 
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25. Bill Schroeder, Green Bay 

Since 1999, Schroeder has proven to be a 
worthy target for Brett Favre. Schroeder led 
the Packers with 999 receiving yards in 
2000 after registering a career-best 1,051 
yards in 1999, 
26. Peter Warrick, Cincinnati 

Warrick didn't get a chance to shine 
because of the awful play of the Bengal 
QBs, but he still managed 592 receiving 
yards on 51 receptions with four TDs. 
27. Wayne Chrebet, N.Y. Jets 

Chrebet tied his career-best mark with 
eight TD receptions and finished with 69 
catches for 939 yards last season. 
28. Troy Brown, New England 

Enjoyed his best season as a receiver in 
his seven-year career after finishing with 83 
receptions for 944 yards and four TDs in 
2000, Serves as a scoring double-threat with 
his return duties for the Patriots. 
29. Travis Taylor, Baltimore 

When the Ravens used the No. 10 over- 
all pick of the 2000 draft on Taylor, they 
expected him to have an immediate impact 
at receiver, Instead, the Ravens got unreal- 
ized potential after Taylor was placed on 
injured reserve for the last half of the season. 
30. Patrick Jeffers, Carolina 

After a breakout 1999 season, big things 
were expected from Jeffers, but a preseason 
a kept him out of the lineup last year. 

arcus Robinson, Chicago 

pre to attain his lofty marks of 84 
receptions for 1,400 yards and nine TDs 
that he set in his breakthrough third season 
in 1999. Settled for 55 catches for 738 yards 
with five TDs in 2000. 
32. Kevin Johnson, Cleveland 

Johnson made strides during his rookie 
season of 1999 with Couch at the helm, fin- 
ishing with 986 receiving yards and cight 
TDs. Johnson failed to find the end zone in 
2000 due to the quarterback shuffle. 
33, Joey Galloway, Dallas 

After giving up their 2000 and 2001 
first-round draft picks to Seattle in a trade 
for the franchised free agent, the Cowboys 
never got to utilize the speedy Galloway 
after a season-ending knee injury in the sea- 
son-opening blowout loss to Philadelphia. 
34. Antonio Freeman, Green Bay 

Led the Packers in TD receptions (nine) 
for the fourth-consecutive season, After 
three straight 1,000-yard receiving seasons, 
his mark fell to 912 yards on 62 receptions. 
35. Sylvester Morris, Kansas City 

Those of you who started Morris in the 
Chiefs’ September game against San Diego 
last season were rewarded. Morris had a 
monster game, compiling three TD recep- 
tions from 36, 20 and nine yards out and 
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finishing the day with six receptions for 112 
yards. Unfortunately, those were Morris’ 
only TDs of the season. 
36. Derrick Mason, Tennessee 

Mason led the depleted Titans receiving 
corps in yardage (895) and TDs (five). 
Mason doubles as a kick and punt return 
man and scored on a 69-yard punt return 
last season. 
37. Jacquez Green, Tampa Bay 

Green was second on the team in recep- 
tions (51) and receiving yardage (773) but 
was only able to find the end zone once as a 
receiver. 
38. TE Freddie Jones, San Diego 

With all the interceptions (30) thrown by 
the Chargers last season, it was difficult to 
get your hands on the ball as an offensive 
player. Jones still managed a team-leading 71 
receptions for 766 pies and five TDs. 

39. Donald Hayes, Carolina 

~ Patrick Jeffers’ absence, Hayes became a 
dependable second option after Muhsin 
Muhammad. Hayes ranked second on the 
team with 66 receptions for 926 yards. 
40. Curtis Conway, San Diego 

Conway proved to have big-play ability, 
scoring on receptions of 20, 60 and 68 yards. 
He will look to develop the same rapport 
that Doug Flutie generated with Eric 
Moulds in Buffalo. 
41. TE Jay Riemersma, Buffalo 

Managed 31 receptions for 372 yards with 
five TDs after missing four games with a 
knee injury. 
42. Kevin Dyson, Tennessee 

Dyson was lost for the year with a knee 
injury suffered during practice after the 
Titans’ first game of the season. 
43. Az-Zohir Hakim, St. Lovis 

So many weapons, too few balls to go 
around in St. Louis. Hakim could only man- 
age 53 catches with the Rams last year, but 
that is a testament to what an outstanding 
Sy a he is. 

Albert Connell, New Orleans 

"ee a gaudy 19.5 yards per reception 
en route to 762 yards for the year. Snagged a 
77-yard TD reception for one of his three on 
the season. 
45. Darnay Scott, Gncinnati 

Scott was lost for the year after breaking 
his leg during training camp. The Bengals 
sorely missed Scott's speed on the outside. 
46. Rod Gardner, Washington 

Gardner has all the attributes (size, speed, 
soft hands) of a big-time receiver, He will be 
counted on immediately to play a major role 
in the Redskins’ offense. 
47. Koren Robinson, Seattle 

It may take a little time for the rookie to 
learn the intricacies of the complicated West 
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Coast offense, but just look at the numbers 
Darrell Jackson put up after he learned the 
system a year ago. 

48. Tim Dwight, San Diego 

Dwight i is a world-class sprinter with great 
separation ability. He'll give the Chargers a 
legitimate deep threat. 
49. Freddie Mitchell, Philadelphia 

Donovan McNabb needs another go-to 
guy other than tight end Chad Lewis. 
Mitchell seems to have all the necessary tools 
to excel as a big-time receiver. 
50. Johnnie Morton, Detroit 

Morton's precise route-running ability 
makes him a very attractive target for Char- 
lie Batch. 


Kickers 
1. Mike Vanderjagt, Indianapolis 

His greatest asset is that he plays half his 
games in a dome. He'll get plenty of PAT 
attempts thanks to Indy’s high-flying offense. 
2. Tim Seder, Dallas 

He doesn’ play in a dome, but Texas Sta- 
dium comes pretty close. Seder may be Dal- 
las’ best chance at scoring in 2001. 
3. Olindo More, Miami 

Miami's offense often bogs down inside 
the 20 so look for many field-goal opportu- 
nities from Mare. 
4. Matt Stover, Baltimore 

During the Ravens’ five-game touchdown 
drought last season, Stover was responsible 
for all the offensive scoring as the team 
found a way to win two of those five games. 
5. Martin Gramatica, Tampa Bay 

With Brad Johnson at quarterback this 
season, the Bucs hope that they won't have to 
depend on Gramatica’s cg as often. 
6. Ryan Longwell, Green Bay 

Longwell does a superb job kicking in the 
adverse weather conditions at Lambeau 


Field. 
7. Jeff Wilkins, St. Louis 

The Rams’ high-powered offense doesn't 
provide Wilkins with many field-goal oppor- 
tunities, but it does give plenty of extra point 
attempts. 
8. David Akers, Philadelphia 

Akers handled the pressure of making 
three game-winning field goals and two 
game-tying field goals late in the game, all in 
a four-game span. 
9. Jason Hanson, Detroit 

Connected on a season-long 54-yarder 
and finished the year with 101 points. Han- 
a is another dome kicker who is helped by 

rfect conditions indoors. 
feo Elam, Denver 

: the same way that baseballs fly out of 
Coors Field with ease, footballs travel a little 
bit further through the thin air in Denver. 
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Athion has a better — well, make that different — idea for NFL Realignment in 20( 


We understand this plan falls under the heading of “Will Never the NFL and its corporate sponsors like to have spectacular Super | 


Happen,” but this is our plan for the new NFL alignment. 


marketing plans made three or four years in advance, but if Major Le 


Teams play an 18-game schedule; home-and-home within their own Baseball, the NBA and the NHL can have their championship sites d. 
division, They play each of the 12 other teams within their conference mined a few days prior to the games, well, so can the NFL. Besides, if 
once each season, alternating home fields every year. So maybe we're a bit a season ticket holder at Soldier Field and have been rooting the Bear 
old school on the non-conference games. We think the Super Bowl carries to a Halas Conference championship, I don't want to have to fly to M 


a little more magic when the two teams are meeting for the first time for to see the Super Bowl. 
all the marbles. But we are willing to negotiate that point if necessary. 


Let us know how you would have realigned the league. Send your i 


Only division winners make the playoffs. The Super Bowl site will be to editor@athlonsports.com and visit our web site www.athlonsports.« 


determined by the best record of the two teams participating. We know for other fans’ ideas. 


NFL Realignment 
ROZELLE CONFERENCE 


Mara Division Brown Division Lombardi Division 


Buffalo Cincinnati Chicago 

New England Cleveland Detroit 

New York Philadelphia Green Bay 
New York Pittsburgh Minnesota 
Shula Division Unitas Division Landry Division 
Jacksonville Atlanta Arizona 

Miami Carolina Dallas 

Tampa Bay Baltimore Denver 

New Orleans Washington Houston 


We, of course, have the luxury of not having any restraints, such 


HALAS CONFERENCE 


Hunt Division 
Tennessee 
Indianapolis 
Kansas City 
St. Louis 


Madden Division 
Oakland 

San Francisco 
San Diego 
Seattle 


The way we see it, we have geographical rivalries in place 


as greedy owners wanting to be in the same division with East Coast — over. The three Florida teams will play home and home series eve 
teams, and other such demands. Our only constraints are trying to _ year. Cincinnati and Cleveland are together along with Pittsburgh. T 


make the most sense of every 
situation. Can we maintain the 
current rivalries? Not all of 
them. Can we keep most divi- 
sions intact? Maybe, but per- 
haps that is not the best sce- 
nario. Can we create new, more § 
geographically based rivalries? 
Perhaps. Can we do all of this? 
No way, There is no perfect 
plan. Be assured the NFL fig- j 
ured that out way back in 1969 
when they were trying to align 
the league after the merger. If 
you recall from our magazine ™ 


cA0r Brou let 


last year, the owners had a secre- 
tary named Thelma select a plan 


other twice every year under Athlon’s plan. 
out of a hat. 


The Jacksonville Jaguars and Miami Dolphins would face each 


Black and Blue division is intac 
Oakland and San Francisco w 
settle their differences every se 
son, as will the Giants and Jet 
Baltimore and Washington cz 
renew their Beltway rivalry. 

Dallas and Houston shoul 
eventually develop a health 
distaste for one another, as wi 
St. Louis and Kansas City an 
Adanta and Carolina. 

However, there are a fev 
unfortunate circumstances. Th: 
next time Dallas anc 
Washington play, it will be fo: 
all the marbles in the Supe 
Bowl. Remember, we said nc 
plan is perfect. 
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REMEMBER THE 
SYLVANIA ALAMO BOWL 


The battle will last just under four hours. 


In the end, the scoreboard will record 
one winner. 

But when the dome lights have faded, 
it will be the energy of the arena, the 
spirit of the crowd, the way the game 
was played that is treasured. 

That is how we at Sylvania Lighting 
will remember the Alamo Bowl and 
that is why we will be lighting the field, 
year after year, with our products and our 
sponsorship. 

This philosophy has been embodied 
in the Sylvania name and family of light- 


ing products for more than 75 years. 
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of movement. 
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